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PROGRAM OF DEDICATION 


Professor A. Eustace Haydon of the 
University of Chicago will deliver the 
address of dedication of our new church 
home Sunday morning, September 18th, 
at the usual hour of the church service, 
10:50. Professor Haydon is known as 
“the Baptist minister who is more rad: 
ical than any Unitarian.” 


He holds the chair of Comparative 
Religion in the Theological School of 
the University of Chicago, but his pro- 
gressive ideas make him more acceptable 
in Unitarian pulpits than in those of his 
own denomination. He has served our 
churches in Madison, Wisconsin, and 
Evanston, Illinois, and is in frequent 
demand as a speaker at Unitarian con- 
ferences in the East. His courses are 
required of the men in the Meadville 


Theological School who are to become’ 


the Unitarian ministers of the future. 


His broad scholarship has made him 
acquainted with the religious history of 
all the world and his fearless thinking 
has won for him a leading place among 
the religious pioneers of our day. He 
will tell us of the fundamentals of reli- 
gion as he sees them and help us to 

_ vision the work we are to do in our splen- 
{ did new home. He is the logical man 
_ for the occasion. 


Mr. Backus states that he is very hap- 
py to have secured Professor Haydon. 
He knows him personally and is confi- 
dent that there is not a man in the coun- 
try who better represents the ideals for 
which the First Unitarian Church of Los 
- Angeles stands. 

Professor Haydon is making the trip 
from Chicago for the special purpose of 
delivering this address. Let us give him 
a most hearty welcome and make him 
know that we appreciate the interest 
which prompts him to respond to our 
all. ws) 


Professor A. Eustace Haydon 
Platform Meeting , 4 
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SERVICES OF DEDICATION’ 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1927 


No. 1 
OPEN HOUSE 


The program of dedication will con- 
tinue all during Sunday, September 18th. 
In the afternoon we will keep open 
house in order that our own members, 
as well as the general public, may in- 
spect the completed plant. The young 
people of the Fellowship will serve as 
guides, conducting visitors through the 
building, and explaining the use of the 
various rooms. Refreshments will be 
served by the Woman’s Alliance. You 
are cordially invited to extend the invi- 
tation to our “At Home” to your friends. 
Remember, it is your church and you are 
host for the occasion. We have every 
reason to be proud of. our new home. 


PLATFORM MEETING 


Mr. Berkeley Blake, Mr. Theodore C. 
Abel and Mr. E. Burdette Backus will 
be the speakers at the evening meeting 
at 8 o’clock, continuing the service of 
dedication. Mr. Blake is the newly ap- 
pointed secretary of the Pacific Coast 
Conference of Unitarian churches, suc- 
ceeding Mr. Carl B. Wetherell in that 
position. Mr. Abel and Mr. Backus need 
no introduction. These three men will 
speak of the way in which our religion 
is related to the progressive movements 
of human life. Mr. Abel will speak of 
Science, Mr. Blake of Democracy and Mr. 
Backus of Education. The musical pro- 
gram of the morning will be repeated 
by special courtesy of Mrs. Chick, the 
quartet and the chorus. 


CHANGE IN DATE OF DEDICATION 


The original date set for the dedication 
of the church was September 11th. It 
was found necessary to postpone it for 
one week to allow for the completion of 
the organ. The date of dedication is Sun- 
day, September 18th. 


10:50 A.M. 
8 P. M. 


- o 


CHURCH SCHOOL 


Our Church School takes a fresh start 
on its entrance to the new home under 
the able leadership of Mr. Alfred Ben- 
shimol, Principal of the Polytechnic 
Evening High School. Mr. Benshimol is 
one of the most vigorous minds in the 
educational field in Los Angeles. He 
has undertaken to conduct our projects 
in education for the boys and girls in 
accordance with the principles of our in- 
stitution. 

The objective of the Church School 
this year will be an understanding of 
the forces that have determined modern 
methods of thinking, with special refer- 
ence to religious thought. This objec- 
tive will be sought through a study of the 
lives and writings of progressive think- 
ers in all ages, particularly those of the 
Christian Era. Beginning with stories 
of the Orient and of the Hebrews, the 
course will present the history of the 
Christian Church and the use and de- 
velopment of Unitarianism. ‘Throughout 
the work emphasis will be placed upon 
ethical behavior. The work will be in 
the form of general addresses by the 
leader, followed by class-room discussion 
and reading, directed by the individual 
teachers. 

Parents are invited to enroll their 
children for the opening session which 
will begin promptly at 10 o’clock, Sunday 
morning, September 18th. 


IMPORTANT 


We have already on our church list 
the names of more adults than there are 
seats in our new auditorium. Because of 
this fact it has been decided to admit to 
the main auditorium for the Sunday 
morning service of dedication by card or 
invitation only, thus giving our own peo- 
ple preference over the general public. 

The invitations have been mailed to 
all on our list. It is possible that we 
have made mistakes and if you did not 
get an invitation and feel that you are 
entitled to one, please phone the church 
office, DUnkirk 8248, and if possible you 
will be supplied. Remember to present 
your card of admission at the door. The 
seats will not be reserved after 10:45 
A.M. Any seats unclaimed by that time 
will be thrown open to the public. If 
you are not going to use your invitation 
personally, be sure to return it to the 
church at once as we have a growing list 
of requests for them. 

A loud speaker has been installed in 
the large social hall. This will amplify 
the service held in the main auditorium 
and thus enable several hundred addi- 
tional persons to share in it. Admission 


to this hall does not require the card of 
invitation and is open to the general 
public. 


DEDICATION OF COMMUNITY 
HOUSE 


A special program for dedication of 
the second unit of our plant will be held 
Sunday evening, September 25th, at 8:00 
P.M. At this time Mr. Howard B. Bard, 
minister of the First Unitarian Church 
of San Diego, will be the speaker. 


DEDICATION OF THE ORGAN 


Our new Casavant organ is exciting 
a great deal of interest among organists 
and musicians generally. Letters are 
pouring in from organists all over the 
country, some coming even from abroad, 
asking for the privilege of giving con- 
certs on it. Evidently we have made no 
mistake in the selection of an instrument. 
The organ will be dedicated at a four 
o’clock Vesper service, Sunday, October 
2, with Mr. Amedee Tremblay, organist 
at St. Vincent’s, as guest organist. Be- 
fore coming to Los Angeles Mr. Trem- 
blay played a Casavant organ for twenty- 
six years. The Lyric Trio will assist 
in the program. 


HUMANIST SERMONS 
During the summer the Open Court 
Publishing Company of Chicago issued 
a very attractive volume entitled “Hu- 
manist Sermons.” It contains contribu- 
tions from a number of our Unitarian 
ministers who are known as “Human- 
ists.’ Mr. Hodgin, former minister of 
this church, and Mr. Backus are both 
represented in the volume. ‘There is also 
a sermon by Professor A. Eustace Hay- 
don, who is to be our dedication speaker. 
The book sells for $2.50 and may be pur- 
chased at Dellquest’s Rare Book Shop, 
1804 West Seventh Street, or at C. C. 

Parker’s, 520 West Sixth Street. 


FINANCIAL 

The Trustees are in urgent need of 
funds to meet the current running ex- 
penses of the church. We have been 
closed for two months and a half and 
our income almost entirely cut off while 
expenses have gone on as usual. It has 
been necessary to borrow heavily from 
the Building Fund to meet bills that be- 
long to the current expenses. ‘The officers 
of the church sincerely hope that the 
membership will respond generously to 
this appeal and wipe out the deficit on 
the occasion of the dedication, and pro- 
vide ample funds to meet the demands 
made on the treasury. Those who have 
made pledges to the Building Fund are 
also asked to pay them as soon as they 
can do so. 
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ADULT CLASS 


Dr. F. D. Bullard, who has long been 
the lecturer before the adult class, will 
resume his work in the lecture room ot 
the new church Sunday morning, Septem- 
ber 18th, at 10 o’clock. ‘The subject on 
which he is to speak is “Humanism.” He 
looks forward to welcoming his many 
friends of the past, and anticipates that 
in the new quarters the numbers of the 
class will be materially increased. 


STUDY CLASS 


The Study Class, composed of young 
men and women, will meet in the church 
library at 10 o’clock, Sunday morning, 
September 18th. The class will start a 
study of Russia, past and present, and 
the first meeting will be devoted to a 
discussion of Russian religion. Miss 
Zenna Leshing, who is in a position to 
give a vivid picture of this phase of Rus- 
sian life, will lead the discussion. 


THE FELLOWSHIP 


The young people’s organization in the 
church, comprised of the young men and 
women of advanced high school and col- 
lege age, will meet in its club room at 10 
o’clock on Sunday morning, September 
18th. Plans for the year will be dis- 
cussed, and George Hatfield will read 
portions of “Any-Man,” an allegory of 
liberal religion, by Mr. Backus. 


BOY SCOUTS 


A troop of Boy Scouts has been or- 
ganized in the church and will be under 
the leadership of Mr. C. H. Webb with 
Mr. Curtis Walters as his assistant. 
These men have a record of doing some 
of the most successful Scout work in the 
Los Angeles district, and Troop No. 18, 
as it is to be known, should be a credit 
to the church under their leadership. 
Membership in the Boy Scouts is open to 
boys of twelve years and over. A com- 
mittee of church members headed by the 
minister has been formed to cooperate 
with the boys. 


IN MEMORIAM 


The names of Mr. James Foord and 
Mrs. W. H. Peck are placed in mem- 
oriam. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


Mrs. J. W. Brown is assuming the 
duties of Guardian for the Camp Fire 
Girls. She is a young woman of charm 
and splendid qualities of character. It 
will be a rare privilege for any girl to 
acquire her Camp Fire lore under Mrs. 
Brown’s direction. Membership in this 
organization is open to all girls of eleven 
years and over. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


Mr. Backus will resume charge of 
the regular Sunday morning services 
September 25th. His subject will be ‘Re- 
ligion in Modern Literature.” On this 
occasion we are to use for the first time 
the new book of songs and responsive 
readings which he has prepared during 
the summer. He will tell the story of this 
book, and also say some things about 
our order of service which he has had on 
his mind for a long time. 

Sunday evening services will be held 
throughout the current season, Mr. 
Backus will be the regular speaker and 
has planned a series of addresses, setting 
forth in popular fashion the results of 
historical criticism of the Old ‘Testa- 
ment. These will be illustrated so far 
as possible. The series will be inter- 
rupted from time to time to make way 
for prominent speakers who may be 
available. Judge Ben Lindsey has al- 
ready been scheduled for Sunday evening, 
October 30th. 


CHURCH RECEIVES BEQUEST 


Mr. James Foord, who died during 
the summer, has left to the church be- 
quests to the amount of $6,000—$500 
goes to the Woman’s Alliance, $500 to 
Sunset Hall and $5,000 to the church. 
Disposition of the latter sum is to be 
determined by the minister. He also left 
$1,000 to Maternity Cottage. 


WORDS OF CONGRATULATION 


A telegram has been received from the 
American Unitarian Association extend- 
ing us hearty congratulations on the 
completion of the new building. A sim- 
ilar telegram has come from Mr. Carl 
B. Wetherell, former secretary for the 
Unitarian Churches of the Pacific Coast 
and now Principal of Proctor Academy at 
Andover, New Hampshire. 

A letter from Dr. David Starr Jordan 
expresses his regret at being unable to 
accept our invitation to be present. Ill 
health is his reason for declining. He 
writes, “I am very sorry, for I am in 
full sympathy with your work.” 

Chief Justice William Howard Taft 
also writes to express his “interest in 
the occasion and confidence that it 


means the beginning of a new period of 
usefulness of your church.” 


SALT LAKE CITY CHURCH 
DEDICATED 


Another new church has been com- 
pleted in our conference during the sum- 
mer. The Unitarians of Salt Lake City 
are rejoicing in a splendid new Georgian 
edifice which was dedicated on Sunday, 
September 4th. Rey. C. S. S. Dutton of 
San Francisco gave the address of the 
occasion. We extend to our fellow Uni- 
tarians of Salt Lake City hearty congratu- 
lations on their achievement. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


The September meeting of the Lay- 
men’s League will be held in the social 
rooms of the church, Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 21st. Dinner will be served at 6:30 
P.M. Reservations, 75 cents, must be 
made with the church secretary (phone 
DUnkirk 8248). All the men of the 
church are cordially invited to attend. 
The President, Judge E. W. Brewer, de- 
sires a large attendance so that the or- 
ganization may begin its activities in the 
new plant with a vigor commensurate 
with its enlarged opportunity. 


LIFE 


By one great Heart, the universe is stirred ; 
By Its strong pulse, stars climb the dark- 


ening blue; 
It throbs in each fresh sunset’s changing 
hue, 


And thrills through the low, sweet song 
of every bird. 


By It the plunging blood reds all men’s 
veins; 

Joy feels that heart against his rapturous 
own 

And on It, Sorrow breathes her deepest 
groan; 

It bounds through gladnesses and deepest 
pains. 


Passionless beating through all Time and 
Space, 

Relentless, calm, majestic on Its march, 

Alike, though Nature shake heayen’s end- 
less arch, 

Or man’s heart break, because of some 
dead face! 


*Tis felt in sunshine greening the soft sod, 

In children’s smiling as in mother’s tears, 

And, for strange comfort, through the 
aching years, 

Men’s hungry souls have called that great 
Heart, God! ; 

—Margaret Deland. 
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THE DEDICATION ADDRESS 


Professor A. Eustace Haydon of the 
University of Chicago, in a magnificent 
address at the dedication of our new au- 
ditorium last Sunday, related how ail 
over the world a new religion is arising 
today which he called “The New Hu- 
manism.” His story was told against a 
vast background of history. He asked 
us to think not in terms of a single smal} 
sect of one of the religions of today, but 
in terms of the religious history of all 
peoples in all ages. 

When this is done we arrive at an un- 
derstanding of what happened in the 
Past; we see that it was logical and in- 
evitable under the existing conditions. 
Men had to live and religion was one of 
the chief methods which they developed 
to make this possible. In primitive times 
religion concerned itself exclusively with 
the primary needs. Men used it as a 
technique to secure satisfaction for hun- 
ger, sex desire, to ward off sickness and 
death. 

As time went on man’s demands in- 
creased. He was no longer satisfied with 
. a bare existence and the spiritual values 
began to arise. He reached the point 
where it seemed preferable to him to die 
rather than tol betray a friend, where he 
was ready to sacrifice life for the sake 
of love. Again religion was the method 
by means of which he sought to secure 
his values. The demands of the Old 
Testament Prophets are a case in point. 

But these new demands were harder 
to satisfy than the old. Man did not 
know how to embody his ideals. The 
result was failure and discouragement. 
Most religions failed and therefore pro- 
jected their ideals into another world or 
looked for the coming of a Messiah who 
by supernatural power, should realize 
their dream for them. 

The time has now come when men are 
returning to the ancient quest of religion 
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and are seeking by a new technique to 
build the satisfying life on earth, to se- 
cure the values which their hearts crave. 
We have a greater chance to succeed 
than any generation of the past, because 
we see clearly what it is all about and 
because we have science at our disposal. 
If we will but consecrate all our en- 
ergies to the task we can make the an- 
cient dream come true. 

It is hard to break with the other 
worldly religion of the past, but it is 
necessary. The new world might have 
been built long ago, but the Church said 
“No!”, with the consequence that sci- 
ence, philosophy, education, politics, and 
business have successively had to disen- 
gage themselves from religion. 

Our function is to gather all these vital 
human forces into a new synthesis in 
which every last individual shall have an 
opportunity for the full life. It can be 
done. We have all the material, the 
knowledge, the technique necessary for 
its accomplishment. All that is needed 
is the will to carry it through. The First 
Unitarian Church of Los Angeles is con- 
fronted with the splendid opportunity of 
being one of the forces that shall 
strengthen men’s wills to this end and 
of building itself into the enduring struc- 
ture of the greater religion that is even 
now arising to confer its blessings on 
humanity. 


REALIZATION 


The services of dedication on Sunday 
fulfilled our highest expectations. At 
the morning service every available seat 
was occupied and a large number listened 
to the service as it was reproduced by 
loud speaker in the patio. The interest 
manifested in the occasion was most 
gratifying. Without any previous ar- 
rangement twenty-seven new members 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th. : 


RELIGION IN MODERN LITERATURE 
Sermon by E. BURDETTE BACKUS 


DEDICATION OF COMMUNITY HOUSE 
Address by HOWARD B. BARD, 


10:50 A.M. 


8 P.M. 


THIS SUNDAY 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL 

The Church School made a most auspi- 
cious start under the direction of Mr. 
Benshimol last Sunday. The attendance 
exceeded our highest numbers in the old 
school, and the interest manifested was 
very great. The new policy will continue 
and Mr. Benshimol will show another 
picture at the opening of the session on 
Sunday. Parents are urged to co-oper- 
ate by having their children present so 
that the school may begin promptly at 
10 A.M. 


ADULT CLASS 
Dr. Bullard will lecture at 10 A.M. 


STUDY CLASS 


The opening meeting of the Study 
Class will be held in the room above the 
library in the east wing of the building 
at 10 A.M. Miss Zenna Leshing, of Po- 
mona College, will lead the discussion 
on the subject “Religion in Russia.” 


THE FELLOWSHIP 


The Fellowship will meet in the club 
room at 10 A.M. General plans for the 
year will be discussed and George Hat- 
field will read portions of “Any-Man,” 
an allegory of liberal religion by Mr. 
Backus. 


KNX 


Mr. Backus will speak over the Radio 
at 6:30 om the subject “The Evolution of 
Religion.” 


NEXT SUNDAY—(October 2) 


At the morning service Mr. Backus 
will speak on “The Web of Life.” 

The program of dedication of the new 
organ will be given at a four o'clock 
vesper service by Mr. Amedee Tremblay, 
organist at St. Vincent’s, assisted by the 
Lyric Trio. 

At 8 P.M. Mr. Backus will give the 
first of a series of addresses on “The 
Higher Critics’ Bible.” The subject of 
the first lecture will be “The Story of the 
Higher Criticism.” 


FLOWERS 


It is desired that a basket of flowers 
shall be provided for the rostrum each 
Sunday and the suggestion is made that 
members of the congregation give flowers 
in celebration of a birthday or in mem- 
ory of some loved one. Please notify the 
secretary, Dunkirk 8248, not later than 


Wednesday morning of your intention to 
furnish flowers for the coming Sunday. 
They should be sent to the church, 2936 
West Eighth Street, prior to 10 o’clock 
on Sunday morning. 


OPEN FORUM 


Dr. Frederick W. Roman announces 
that the Open Forum which he is to con- 
duct each Friday evening in our church, 
will begin its meetings September 23rd._ 
The first session will be held at seven 
o'clock. The meetings of the Forum are 
open to the members of our congregation 
and to the general public. 


NOTICES FOR THE CALENDAR 


All announcements which are to ap- 
pear in the Los Angeles Unitarian must 
be in the hands of the secretary on Mon- 
day prior to the issue in which they are 
to be used. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE 


The general conference of the Ameri- 
can Unitarian Association will be held in 
Washington, D. C., beginning October 
11th. Any members from our society 
who are able to attend are asked to 
notify Mr. Backus in order that they may 
be appointed as official delegates. 


WORD OF THANKS 


The Trustees desire to extend their 
sincere thanks to the members of the con- 
gregation for the generous response made 
to the appeal for funds. ‘The contribu- 
tions on Sunday exceeded $800.00. 

Thanks are also due to the following 
for their generous contributions of flow- 
ers last Sunday: Mrs. R. C. Gillis; Mrs. 
Pease; J. M. Williams and Charles E. 
Seaman. 


COMMUNITY CHEST 


Mr. Backus has been avpointed to the 
committee on Church Co-operation in the 
Community Chest. The drive for funds 
to meet the reauirements of the charitable 
organizations of the city will begin 
October 31st. The members of our 
church should co-operate as far as pos- 
sible. 


EAR PHONES 


The church has been equipped with 
twelve ear phones for the deaf. ‘They 
work perfectly and if you wish to sit 
where you can use one of them, please 
speak to the usher. 
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came forward at the close of the service. 

During the afternoon a constant pro- 
cession of interested visitors inspected 
every part of the plant. The general 
verdict is that we have one of the most 
handsome and workable churches in the 
city. The harmonious effect of the main 
auditorium and the beauty of the patio 
have excited special comment. 


The platform meeting in the evening 
was well attended, the number exceed- 
ing our average morning congregation in 
the old location. Everything considered, 
the day may well be pronounced one in 
which realization measured up to anti- 
cipation. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The following persons became mem- 
bers of the church on Sunday: Mrs. 
George Brommers, Mrs. Frank Downie, 
Mrs. Norah L. Breazeale, Mr. and Mrs. 
Girard Allen, Mrs. Lulu T. Shepard, 
Mrs, Fannie F. Babbitt, Arthur David 
Bell, James H. Bushnell. Mr. and Mrs. 
O. W. Orlander, Miss Gladys Firkins, 
Howard W. Hart, Mrs. Bessie Snider, 
Mrs. George H. Reynolds, Mr. Eaton F. 
Sleeper, Mr. Sidney M. Hequembourg, 
Mr. L. O. Belland, Miss Charlotte Himoe, 
Benjamin Irving Parkinson, C. Edward 
Midgard, Robert W. Morrill, Miss Ada 
Belle Clark, Mrs. Mina F. Clark, Mrs. 
Claire E. Bernhardt, Mrs. Virginia Bur- 
man. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Grand Chorus,” 
SSE ets tel aceon E. S. Hosmer 


b. “Berceuse”.......- 
Oh Mer bias oes Alex. Guilmant 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song ‘“Comradeship.” 


Reading, “The Seekers,’ Masefield. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Solome DAWR sccm Frederick Stevenson 


Cornelia Glover 


Responsive Reading (The congregation 
will please stand.) 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “To the Rising Sun” 
BRA Nee eae rer wie Trygve Torjussen 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Trio, “Lift Thine Eyes” from “Elijah” 
We eee eiata tesa ones, toes Mendelssohn 


Nellie Coburn Walker, Mary West, 
Cornelia Glover 


Address by the Minister, “Religion in 
Modern Literature.” 


Song, “Lord of My Heart’s Elation.” 


Benediction. 


Postlude, Selected. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
8:00 P.M. 


Song, “Comradeship.” 


Solo, “Invictus” 
Howard Kerr 


Announcements. 


Trio, “Lift Thine Eyes”...Mendelssohn 


Nellie Coburn Walker, Mary West, 
Cornelia Glover. 


Offertory 8 eee Ada Marsh Chick 


Address, “The Obligation of the Church 
to the World.” 


Rev. Howard B. Bard. 
Song, “Lord of My Heart’s Elation.” 


WORDS OF ASPIRATION 


This is for us an hour of fulfilment, 
and our hearts carol their song of joy. 
We have builded a home for our spirit 
and now enter upon the glorious adven- 
ture of making it a house of welcome 
for every good thing that inspires the life 
of man. Here may the fearless mind 
that is pioneering in the quest of truth 
speak without reserve; here may words 
of prophetic wrath thunder against in- 
justice and man’s inhumanity to man; 
here may every creative endeavor to 
make life cleaner, richer, more lovely for 
the children of men, find its spokesman 
and its valiant champions; here may men 
and women who are weary with the 
struggles and defeats of life, sick from 
the wounds of the world and their own 
frailty, find the inspiration, the sym- 
pathy and fellowship that shall enable 
them to take up the journey with fresh 
courage and renewed strength; here may 
the strong and daring find joyous com- 
radeship and pour forth out of the 
abundance of their strength; here may 
each one of us behold the vision of life 
as it should be lived round the whole 
earth, and go forth from these walls 
better able to fulfil the vision in our own 
lives, and to contribute to the health and 
growth of the beloved community of 
mankind. 
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THE NEW SERVICE BOOK 


In his address last Sunday morning 
Mr. Backus described the plan which he 
had followed in compiling the new service 
book which was used for the first time. 
He stated that it had been his endeavor 
to include in it all of the elements of the 
religion which our church is proclaiming. 


First of all there are those songs and 
responsive readings which convey in 
terms of modern thought and feeling, 
man’s sense of the mystery, the majesty, 
the power of the vast cosmos of which 
he is a child; the marvel of the story of 
evolution wihch plays such an important 
part in the thinking of today; the won- 
der of the intimate way in which man’s 
own life is bound up with all that is. 

Then comes the expression of man’s 
estimate of himself, his realization of 
the dignity and worth of his own na- 
ture, his sense of the responsibility that 
rests upon him in his task of using the 
powers of his own life and of nature 
for the purpose of achieving the good 
life for which his heart yearns; he must 
be providence unto himself and make his 
purpose the controlling factor in events. 

But while we believe in man, we are 
painfully aware of his frailty and the 
defects of his nature, therefore we pro- 
ceed to those lines which tell of our 
ideals for him, the quality of character 
which we want him to achieve. These 
are represented by such words as free- 
dom, truth, goodness, justice, happines, 
beauty, love, courage, aspiration; we sing 
the song of ourselves as we fain would 
be. 

Man is not an individual only; he is 
a social being and it is only in society 
that these qualities which we desire to 
cultivate in him can be achieved. He 
needs a deep sense of the shared life, to 
feel a loyalty to the larger groups of 
which he is a member. The realization 
of the ideal of world brotherhood depends 
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The Web of Life , 
Organ Dedication 
The Higher Critics’ Bible 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 


SUNDAY, SIN a 2nd. 


1927 
ORGAN DEDICATION 


The new Casavant Organ which has 
been installed in the church will be dedi- 
cated at a vesper service Sunday after- 
noon at 4:00 o’clock. We are very 
fortunate in having secured Mr. Amedee 
Tremblay, the organist at St. Vincent’s, 
for this concert. For twenty-six years 
before coming to Los Angeles, he played 
a Casavant organ. He will be assisted 
by the Lyric Trio. The program follows: 


eae Crean, JEU gis -o crs aarerac eh Du Mage 
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The Lyric Trio 
4, Funeral March and Song of the 
Seraphshy aos aa aces vata Guilmant 
Sema eek Ollites, Hostiasc. ...ccs<4 v0 
ott AAP EE Saint-Saens-Gigout 
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The Lyric Trio 
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Me fod tate ter na Amedee Tremblay 
UD it Poccata v.03 vss.02 Amedee Tremblay 


HIGHER CRITICS’ BIBLE 


Mr. Backus begins his series of 
illustrated addresses on “The Higher 
Critics’ Bible’ Sunday night at 8:00 
o’clock in the church auditorium. ‘The 
fundamental difference between our con- 
ception of religion and that of orthodox 
Christianity, reveals itself nowhere more 
clearly than in our attitude towards the 
Bible. In this series Mr. Backus will pre- 
sent in popular form the results of the 
historical study of the Bible that have 
given us our present point of view. 


- 10:50 A.M. 
, . - 4:00 P.M. 
, . - 8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The Church School will assemble at 
10:00 o’clock for its study and lessons. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Paul and 
his Writings.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mrs. Vera Hueck will give her first 
talk of a series of four on the subject of 
“Russia,” in the Study Club room above 
the library. 

Mrs. Hueck left Russia in 1920 during 
the disorders of Soviet Russia. She has 
been a resident in Russia under the 
Czarist regime, the Revolution of March, 
1917, and the Bolshevik rule. Mrs. Hueck’s 
lectures will be a “A Brief History of 
Russia,” this Sunday, and then in order, 
“Russian Literature,” “Russian Art,” and 
“Russian Social Conditions.” 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Miss Phyllis Hunter will lead the dis- 
cussion, taking as her topic “Religion 
and “Who’s Who,” based on an article 
appearing in the August American Mer- 
cury. 


KNX 


Mr. Abel of the Hollywood Unitarian 
Society will speak over Radio KNX at 
6:30 P.M. 


NEXT SUNDAY—OCTOBER 9th 


The American Federation of Labor is 
holding its convention in Los Angeles 
and on Sunday morning, October 9, rep- 
resentative delegates are to be heard in 
the various pulpits of the city. We are 
to have as our speaker Mr. Thomas 
McMahon of New York City. He is 
president of the United Textile Workers 
of America and is said to be one of the 
fine spirits of the labor movement. No 
more important subject confronts the peo- 
ple of the world today than that of the 
position of Labor, and our church should 
be packed to the doors to hear this 
spokesman of Labor. 


At 8:00 o’clock Mr. Backus will give 
the second address in the series on the 
“Higher Critics’ Bible,’ under the title 
“The Evolution of a Great Literature.” 


SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


Following the church service on Sun- 
day morning, October 2, there will be a 
special meeting of the Laymen’s League 
in the assembly hall in the Community 
House. This meeting is called to take 
action on the matter of a proposed series 
of lectures by Judge Ben Lindsey, and to 
consider the financing thereof. 


FELLOWSHIP “HOUSEWARMING” 
OCT. 1st 


On Saturday evening the Fellowship 
will gather for supper together and a 
“Housewarming” in their club rooms. 
This will be a sort of camp reunion, and 
a» general get-together meeting. Young 
people from some of the neighboring 
towns are expected and all are looking 
forward to a most enjoyable time at the 
first party in their new club room. 


TRUSTEES MEETING—OCTOBER 3d 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held Monday 
evening, October 3, in the office of the 
church, at 8:00 P.M. 


FIRST ALLIANCE MEETING— 
OCTOBER 6th 


The first meeting of the Alliance will 
be held Thursday, October 6th. A 50c 
luncheon will be served at 12:30. The 
birthdays will be celebrated and Mr. 
Backus will give a brief review of 
Harold Bell Wright’s book, “God and 
the Grocery-man.” 

A program has been arranged for the 
afternoon beginning at 2:00 o’clock. Miss 
Margaret Gilbert will speak on “Peace 
Time Activities of the Red Cross.” 


STUDY CLUB PARTY—OCTOBER 
7th 


On Friday evening, October 7, the 
Study Club invites all members of the 
congregation who are interested in the 
club, to be their guests at a “get-ac- 
quainted” party. Cards and music will 
be the diversion of the evening. 


THE CHILDREN AT CHURCH 


Provision has been made to take care 
of children during the hour of the church 
service. Miss Gretchen Lyon is in charge 
of the younger children and an additional 
teacher has been secured to care for the 
children from the ages of 7 to 12. They 
meet on the second floor of the Com- 
munity House. 
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Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
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days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
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REGISTRY OF DATES 


A church calendar is kept in the office 
where all activities are scheduled so that 
there may be no conflicting dates. Any 
group planning a meeting of any kind is 
requested to consult this calendar before 
announcing the date. 


BOY SCOUTS—TROOP No. 18 


A Troop of Boy Scouts has been or- 
ganized in the church and regular meet- 
ings are held each Monday evening at 
7:00 o’clock at the church under the 
leadership of Mr. C. H. Webb. All boys 
of 12 years or over are eligible to mem- 
bership. 


SALUTATION OF THE DAWN 


Look to this day— 
For it is Life, the very Life of Life. 
In its brief course lie all the 
Realities of your existence; 
The Bliss of Growth; 
The Glory of Action; 
The Splendor of Beauty. 
For Yesterday is only a Dream, 
And Tomorrow is only a Vision: 
But Today well lived makes 
Every Yesterday a Dream of Happiness, 
Every Tomorrow a Vision of Hope. 
Look well, therefore, to this Day. 
From the Sanskrit. 
(Words of solo of last Sunday morning.) 


BENEDICTION 


We sing the quest of the soul of man, 
The same that he sang when his travels 
began, 
To purge out the paltry and vain and 
base, 
To make of our world a joyous place, 
To find the true and to know its worth, 
And to claim it for all as the right of 
their birth. 
—C. H. H. Parry. 
(Used last Sunday morning). 


The name of Miss Caroline Seymour 
was inadvertently omitted from the list 
of new members in last week’s calendar. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Offertorie in G Minor” 
Sie akersie thet Lefebure Wely 

b. “Revery” 

ete Manga asta ce HaG-ebanksya| it. 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song Number 10. 


Reading. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Hymn to Music”... Dudley Buck 


Responsive Reading Number 2 (The Con- 
gregation will please stand). 


Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Stillness of Night”. 


Sy Sho hy ROOT Frederick Chubb 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “Pilgrim’s Song”....Tschaikowsky 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address by the Minister, “The Web of 
Life.” 


Song Number 61. 


Benediction. 


Postlude 


8:00 P.M. 


“The Higher Critics’ Bible.” 
Address by the Minister. 


(Continued from Page 1, Column 1) 


on the idea of the unity of mankind pene- 
trating to the realm of our feeling. This 
phase of religion is represented by the 
songs and readings that tell of the higher 
patriotism and of the federation of the 
world. 


The living heart of our religion is its 
passion for the ideal commonwealth of 
man, the beloved community which has 
been building through the long centuries 
by the labor of unnumbered prophets, 
saints, martyrs and heroes of the common 
life; it is a spiritual reality which grows 
from more to more; we find our fullest 
realization in lives of loyalty to its de- 
mands. It has been the aim of the book 
to provide means of expression for this 
burning desire. 

One further aspect of life is repre- 
sented, namely that of comfort and help 
in the midst of life’s tragedies and its 
defeats. The resources of our religion 
for this purpose are far greater than 
commonly realized as any one who will 
take the trouble to study certain of the 
songs in the collection, will find out for 
himself. 

Mr. Backus concluded by asking the 
patience and co-operation of the congre- 
gation in the use of the new book. 
Familiarity is an important factor in the 
satisfaction we take in such things; only 
the test of time can determine the value 
of the collection. He also spoke of the 
joy which he had taken in the preparation 
of the material because of the revelation 
it had afforded him of the richness, the 
sweep, and the power of our religion. 

Only a limited number of the books 
have been printed and consequently they 
are not for sale and the members of the 
congregation are requested not to take 
them from the church. 


THE LIFE OF THE INTELLECT 


It is perfectly possible for you and me 
to purchase intellectual peace at the price 
of intellectual death. ‘The world is not 
without refuges of this description; nor is 
it wanting in persons who seek their shel- 
ter, and try to persuade others to do the 
same. ‘The unstable and the weak have 
yielded and will yield to this persuasion, 
and they to whom repose is sweeter than 
the truth. But I would exhort you to re- 
fuse the offered shelter, and to scorn the 
base repose; to accept, if the choice be 
forced upon you, commotion before stag- 
nation, the leap of the torrent before the 
stillness of the swamp.—John Tyndall 
from “The Belfast Address.” 
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A VISION 


Sin: is social. A man in his folly not 
only corrupts his own little personal and 
private soul. He corrupts the soul of all 
humanity. He weakens the whole fabric 
of human society. Suppose we put it in 
a figure of speech. Thus: 

Were I a magician I would like to 
take every man who is today degrading 
the manhood that is within him—take him 
and spirit him away onto some high 
promontory overlooking the sea. I would 
bid him look away across the waters. 
And I would touch his eyes with magic 
wand so that the waves out there would 
appear to him as great waves of hu- 
manity—a sea of human faces, each wave, 
as it were, some man or woman or little 
child of his own heart, and all together, 
as it were, this vast sea of life we call 
humanity. And I would make him to see 
how every human life blends into every 
other, even as the waves blend together 
in the great ocean itself. Yes, and how 
each man, whether he will or not, does 
give of his life and spirit to the Life 
and Spirit of all mankind, even as each 
wave gives of its strength to the daily 
tides of the sea, now in times of storm, 
now in times of calm. 

And then I would say to him in a 
still small voice: 

“Go down, my brother, into that great 
sea of humanity there, and sin, if you 
will. Be unclean, unjust, ungenerous, if 
you will. Only remember that your sin, 
neither it nor the consequence of it, will 
stop with yourself alone. It will be 
taken up and carried abroad, wave after 
wave. It will reach out to your child, 
your friend, your neighbor, your fellow- 
citizen. And so on and on till the whole 
sea of humanity will be muddied and 
sullied by your passing moment of in- 
fidelity to the Most High within you. 
Alas, yes. 

“But, ah, do you choose the nobler, 
happier course, resolved to forget past 
mistakes and follies, and to go forward 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9th. 
Address by Mr. Thomas McMahon 


“The Evolution of a Great Literature” 


with a heart set upon living henceforth as 
a clean, just, high-minded, noble-hearted 
wave of thé spirit of this earth? Be 
assured then that your life shall count, 
not merely in the little bay where your 
lot is cast with your own children and 
friends and neighbors. Nay, more than 
that! The influence of your life will 
reach out into the great ocean beyond. 
It will touch distant continents at last! 
Men and women and little children who 
never heard so much as your name, will 
still feel within them the influence of your 
spirit, the spirit of justice and good will 
in which you are even now living out 
your days in this, your seemingly isolated 
and inconsequeniial corner of the world.” 

Sin is social? Yes. But so is righte- 
ousness! FRANK C. Doran, in “Unity.” 


MR. THOMAS McMAHON 


Our speaker Sunday morning is Mr. 
Thomas McMahon, President of the 
United Textile Workers of America. He 
is from New York City and is one of the 
outstanding delegates at the American 
Federation of Labor Convention now meet- 
ing in Los Angeles. Prominent speakers 
representing the Federation of Labor are 
to be heard in various pulpits of the city 
on Sunday. The arrangements for Mr. 
McMahon to address us have _ been 
made through the courtesy of Dr. Edwin 
P. Ryland, General Secretary of the 
Church Federation of Los Angeles. 


THE HIGHER CRITICS’ BIBLE 


“The Evolution of a Great Literature” 
is the subject of the address which Mr. 
Backus will give Sunday evening. It 
will be illustrated with lantern slides. 
This is the second in the series on The 
Higher Critics’ Bible. The attendance 
at the first lecture was very gratifying, a 
large percentage of the audience being 
strangers to the church. The lecture Sun- 
day night will be preceded by an Organ 
Recital to begin at 7:50. P.M. It will be 
given by Mr. Frank L. Anderson, organ- 
ist at the Polytechnic High School. 


- ’ 10: 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The Church School up to the present 
time has covered the subject, “Creation 
and Early Man.” We shall begin this 
Sunday with “Early Civilization” and 
there will be a motion picture. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on ‘The Syn- 
optic Problem.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mrs. Vera Hueck will present the sec- 
ond of her series of discussions on “Rus- 
sia” at the Study Club next Sunday. 


Mrs. Hueck left Russia in 1920 during 
the disorders of Soviet Russia. She is an 
eye-witness of the Russian Revolution of 
1917 and was a resident in Russia in the 
days of Nicholas II. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


John McKinney will lead the discussion, 
taking as his topic “What the Orthodox 
Church Lacks.” ‘This will begin the study 
subjects for the fall meetings. 


KNX 


Mr. Backus will speak over Radio 
KNX at 6:30 P.M. on the subject “Heroes 
of Higher Criticism.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 


At the morning service, at 10:50, Mr. 
Backus will speak on “Happiness.” 


“Genesis and the Higher Criticism” 
will be the subject of Mr. Backus’ lec- 
ture in the evening, the third in the series 
on “The Higher Critics’ Bible.” The lec- 
ture will be preceded by a twenty-minute 
organ recital, beginning at 7:50. 


CORRECTION OF DATE OF PARTY 


The Study Club party which was an- 
nounced in last week’s calendar for Fri- 
day evening, October 7th, should have 
been Saturday evening, October 8th. 
Please bear this date in mind and plan 
to attend this first social function of the 
club. Music, cards and dancing will be 
the diversion of the evening. 


SPANISH FIESTA—OCTOBER 11TH 


The Beacon Players Association will 
hold its first social meeting for the sea- 
son 1927-28 in the assembly hall of the 
Community House on Tuesday evening, 
October 11th, at eight o’clock. It will 
take the form of a Spanish Fiesta and 
there will be a Spanish one-act play; a 
Spanish singer; a Spanish dancer; and 
Spanish music in the patio. Spanish food 
will be for sale. Members are asked to 
bring or wear something Spanish. Plans 
will be outlined for the coming season. 
Come and bring your friends. No ad- 
mission fee will be charged. é 


ALLIANCE MEETING, OCTOBER 13 


The Alliance will meet for all day 
sewing on October 13. Box luncheon at 
12:30, and at 1:00 o’clock the Literary 
Hour will be conducted. 


MR. DYKSTRA AT THE FORUM 


The Forum meets at 7:00 o’clock each 
Friday evening in the church auditorium. 
The first hour is devoted to a study of 
“The Story of Philosophy,” the discus- 
sion being led by Prof. Frederick W. 
Roman. The second hour, from 8:00 to 
9:00, is used for the presentation of sub- 
jects of popular interest, and on October 
14th C. A. Dykstra will speak on “The 
Boulder Dam.” 


CADMAN CONCERT, OCTOBER 24 


The Woman’s Alliance is presenting 
Charles Wakefield Cadman, pianist, and 
Margaret Messer Morris, soprano, in 
concert in the church auditorium Mon- 
day evening, October 24th. Tickets at 
$1.00, 75c and 50c are on sale at the 
church office, or may be obtained from 
members of the Alliance. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The following names were added to 
the church membership on last Sunday: 
Mrs. Ella F. Benshimol, Miss Winifred 
F. Balch, Mr. and Mrs, J. K. Kitlar, 
Mr. Otto Bobsein. 
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The following interesting table appear- 
ed in an article in The American Mer- 
cury for August under the title, “Re- 
ligion and Who’s Who.” ‘The authors 
are Professor Ellsworth Huntington of 
Yale and Mr. Leon F. Whitney, execu- 
tive secretary of the American Eugenics 
Society. “Who’s Who” refers to the 
volume published annually giving the list 
of the most distiniguished Americans. 


Who’s Who per 100,000 Adherents 


Name of Denomination 


Men Women 
BVEOTINONS Gi ieete (sere lai eivc a. 11 5 
United Brethren ...... 3 
VISOR AN Sia sreaie a ie dre suae 8 0.2 
Evangelicals ..... +... 5 
IBretnren eda eis sehecdusie cece if 
Retormedit se aces a5 s:e0-< 13 0.7 
| EOC Bama Caos COIS 16 0.6 
Whethodistss 2. cic heres ca. 18 0.6 
IG era fel COS ar Aime Oe 11 0.4 
CDTIStIANS ones anaes s's 45 7 
Roman Catholics ...... i 0.4 
PCeSDYteLiaN li css o/s«3 = 62 4 
PATE VENICIGtS te auchss oi ait auscele 11 9.3 
Congregationalists ..... 115 10 
NO IERTIANG: Bod velere <ciere-6 1,185 103 
Episcopalians) ve s::..s= 156 18 
CLOGS ue at's ais shake oo 16 010% 31 3 
OWS Peta eis sas sieveye a hele 20 1 
WrIWeErsa@liSts apis cicise 390 oA | 


A Unitarian woman is 250 times as 
likely to be in “Who’s Who” as is a 
Roman Catholic woman, and over 30 
times as likely as even a man among the 
United Brethren. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Paean of Praise”... 
Aeaecauecan soe ete Roland Diggle 
b. “Isle of Dreams”... 
he nett ts 2 Trygve Torjussen 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song Number 26. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “The Singers”..... A. R. Gaul 


Responsive Reading, “The Hope of 
Humanity.” Page 46. 


(The congregation will please stand.) 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Tranquility’.... 
neh ccnp ata Trygve Torjussen 
Ada Marsh Chick 


“Immortality s.205- Herman Lohr 
Cornelia Glover 


Address by Mr. Thomas McMahon. 
Song Number 54. 


Solo, 


Benediction. 


Postlude 


7:50 P.M. 
Organ Recital...Mr. Frank L. Anderson 


Address, The Evolution of a Great 
Erteraturey ics st E. Burdette Backus 


THE HEROES OF HIGHER 
CRITICISM 


In his address last Sunday night Mr. 
Backus told the story of the men to 
whom we are chiefly indebted for the 
Higher Criticism of the Bible. The 
foundation was laid by the famous Jew- 
ish philosopher Spinoza, whose penetrat- 
ing mind saw the absurdity of attribut- 
ing the first books of the Bible to Moses. 
In a tract published in 1670, Spinoza 
defined the three great aims of every 
future student. (1) There must be 
thorough linguistic knowledge. (2) There 
must be analysis of the writings to dis- 
cover their original documents and the 
authors of these. (3) The aim of all 
study and interpretation, and the prin- 
ciple of it, must be a critical reconstruc- 


tion of the history of the literature, the 
ideas, and the religion of the people. 
History must be the pole star of the in- 
vestigator. 


The next step in advance was made by 
a French physician, Jean Astruc. He 
brought to bear a mind trained in scien- 
tific method on the analysis of the Biblical 
literature with the result that he dis- 
covered the key which has been used by 
all the students since his day. He noticed 
that two different names were used for 
God—Elohim and Jehovah—and that these 
two mames never appeared in the same 
passage. This led him to the conclusion 
that what we have is a compilation of the 
writings of two authors who had differ- 
ent vocabularies. ‘The research of later 
scholars has verified his conclusion and 
carried it still further. It was found 
that there were not only two, but many 
writers. 

The work of entangling the various 
documents of the Old Testament and of 
arranging them in proper historical se- 
quence was done largely by a series of 
German scholars who lavished on the 
task an infinite amount of patience and 
care, with the result that by 1853 the 
literary problem of authorship was 
solved. Only minor problems remained 
and the general conclusions became uni- 
versally accepted among scholars by 
1878. 

Outside of Germany the students of 
other countries made their contribution 
and followed the same path to the same 
conclusions. The difficulties they en- 
countered, the persecution they suffered, 
are well illustrated in the career of 
Bishop Colenso. He was Bishop of 
Natal and his work of translating the 
Bible into Zulu, combined with the em- 
barassing questions asked by the savages, 
made a Higher Critic of him. He cour- 
ageously published the results of his re- 
searches and brought down on _ himself 
the wrath of his fellow Bishops who 
deposed him for heresy. ‘Through all his 
troubles he never lost his temper and ap- 
peared to much better advantage than his 
opponents. 

The net result of the work of the 
Higher Critics has been to give us a 
genuinely historical understanding of 
the Bible. We can now see how “the 
ideas of any particular writing are re- 
lated to the environment in which they 
grew, to the spirit of the age, to the life 
of the people, to the march of events, and 
to the kindred literary productions of 
other times or other lands.” It has re- 
moved the Bible from the realm of theo~ 
logical dogma and made it a human 
document. 


T he 
Los Angeles Unitarian 


Vol. 3 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1927 


No. 5 


THE EVOLUTION OF THE BIBLE 


In an address illustrated by lantern 
slides, Mr. Backus told on Sunday night 
the story of the evolution of the Bible. 
The earliest material in it consists of 
fragments of ancient songs that date back 
to the period before the Hebrew people 
had learned the art of writing and per- 
petuated their traditions by the poems 
and stories that were told around the 
campfire or recited at public assemblies. 
Such a poem we have in “The Song of 
Deborah” given in the fifth chapter of 
Judges. The scholars place it in the 
12th century B. C. 

The earliest written portions of the 


Old Testament were compilations of 
fragments from the oral traditions. 
When the Hebrews learned to write, 


they began to put down these accounts 
from the past, not as a modern author 
would do by writing in his own words, 
but simply by piecing together sections 
of the current accounts. This process 
was carried out by a number of different 
writers in various localities and at differ- 
ent dates—the first being committed to 
writing about -850 B.C. Later editors 
sometimes combined the documents that 
came into their hands from different 
sources, adding now and again some 
words of explanation. The result is that 
the Old Testament books are composite, 
the work of many different men living 
often far apart from one another in time 
and place. Biblical scholarship has 
analyzed this material with very great 
care into its component parts. 

Just as the literature of the Bible was a 
long time in the making—the earliest 
dating from 1350 B.C., and the last book in 
the New Testament 150 A.D.—so it was 
only gradually that the idea developed 
that these particular documents were 
sacred and possessed an absolute author- 
ity. The first to reach this status were 
the books of “The Law,” or the first five 
books of the Old Testament. This did 
not take place until some time in the 


fourth century B. C. Next “The Pro- 
phets” were lifted into increasing honor 
until by 250 B.C. they also had become 
“Scripture.” .The remaining books of 
the Old Testament did not achieve this 
honor until about 95 A.D. Likewise the 
books of the New Testament were only 
formed into an authoritative collection 
gradually. It was not until the Council 
of Trent in 1546 A.D. that the Roman 
Church definitely decided what books 
were and what were not to be included 
in the Bible. The Protestant world has 
never had an authoritative decision on 
this point. 

It would be natural to expect that in 
a literature which was produced over a 
period of fifteen centuries, from 1350 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 


HAPPINESS 


The address Sunday morning will be 
a description of happiness in terms of 
psychology, a consideration of the condi- 
tions that are essential to its attainment 
and an appraisal of the place it should 
have in our lives. 


BABEL AND BIBLE 


The address Sunday night will show 
the origin of the creation myth, the story 
of the flood, and the tower of Babel as 
they appear in the early chapters of 
Genesis. The lecture will be illustrated 
by slides showing pictures of the inscrip- 
tions antedating the Bible by many cen- 
turies which contain the originals of 
these myths. A brief account will also 
be given of the glories of civilization in 
ancient Mesopotamia. 

Mr. Paul G. Hanft, who is to give the 
organ recital on Sunday night preceding 
the address, is Dean of the Los Angeles 
Conservatory, and also. organist and 
choirmaster at St. James Church. His 
program appears in the order of service. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16th. 


“Happiness” address by Mr. Backus 
“Babel and Bible” Illustrated Lecture 


10:50 A.M. 
7:50 P.M. 


THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The attendance at the Church School 
has been most gratifying. The program 
for October 16 will include the election 
of officers and a review of the work of 
the first month: The Origin of Man; 
Early Man; The Religion of Egypt. All 
young people who can sing, dance, recite 
or entertain in any way are urged to give 
their names to Mr. Benshimol. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Johanine 
Literature.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mrs. Vera Hueck will deliver the third 
talk of her series on “Russia” in the 
Alliance room at the south end of the 
patio. Mrs. Hueck’s topic will be “Rus- 
sian Art.” The Study Club invites all 
persons of college age and above as its 
guests. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Edward Bode will lead the discussion 
on the topic, “Liberalism in Modern 
Literature.” 


KNX 


Mr. Abel of the Hollywood Unitarian 
siety will speak over Radio KNX at 
0 P.M. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 23rd 


“Religion in the Making” will be the 
ibject of the address at the morning 
eervice. It will be the thoughts provoked 
r the reading of Alfred North White- 
2ad’s volume of that title. 


In the evening Mr. Backus will give 
the fourth illustrated address in the 
series on “The Higher Critics’ Bible.” 
The subject will be “The Ten Com- 
mandments and the Higher Criticism.” 


HAVE YOU MOVED? 


Please keep the secretary informed of 
your correct address and phone number 
in order that the church files may be 
up to date. Newcomers are asked to fill 
out information cards giving the neces- 
sary data. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 
OCTOBER 19TH 


The October meeting of the Laymen’s 
League will be held Wednesday evening, 
October 19th. Dinner will be served at 
6:30 P.M. Mr. A. Plotkin, who since 
1920 has been successively representative 
of the Amalgamated Textile Workers, 
member of the Executive Committee of 
the Federated Shop Crafts of California, 
Pacific Coast representative of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers and of 
the International Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers, will be the speaker. His subject will 
be, “Labor as a Social Force.” Reserva- 
tions for dinner at 75c per plate must be 
made at the church office (DUnkirk 8248) 
on or before Monday, October 17th. All 
men of the congregation are invited to 
attend, provided they make reservations. 

Members are reminded of the vote of 
the Chapter at the last regular meeting, 
namely, that each present member be re- 
quested to add to our membership one 
additional member before the next meet- 
ing. 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON—OCTOBER 
20TH 


At the Woman’s Alliance Luncheon on 
October 20, Dr. Meredith Smith, Presi- 
dent of the Progressive School of Los 
Angeles, will be the speaker. The lunch- 
eon will be served at 12:30 and the 
usual charge of 50c will be made. 


At 2:00 o’clock the business meeting 
will be held, and at 2:30 a program will 
be given when Lillian C. Ford will speak 
on “Books I Have Reviewed.” 


A WORD FROM THE MINISTER 


We have a great church plant; we 
want to do significant things in it. The 
only way in which we can maintain the 
high standard that should be ours is by 
the co-operation of all our friends. We 
must not leave a few people to do all 
the work. 

The Cadman Concert is a case in point. 
The Woman’s Alliance is presenting 
Charles Wakefield Cadman, pianist, and 
Margaret Messer Morris, soprano, in a 
concert in the church auditorium Monday 
evening, October 24th. Every seat should 
be taken. They will be if the women 
in charge have your assistance in dispos- 
ing of the tickets to yourself and your 


friends. We are on trial. Can we do 
big things? The answer is in your 
hands. 
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A WORD TO VISITORS 


Are you new to our church? If so 
we want you to feel at home. We have 
a continual procession of visitors from 
all parts of the country and we are 
always glad to bid them welcome. If 
you are living in the city and desire to 
receive the announcements of the church 
we will be pleased to put your name on 
the mailing list if you will sign one of 
the “Information Cards” which you will 
find in the book racks. The minister re- 
mains at the front of the church follow- 
ing the services and is always happy to 
greet visitors. 


MEMBERSHIP 


This church has no creed. Member- 
ship in it does not involve commital to 
set doctrines. Our fellowship is one of 
freedom in the search for truth and of 
good will and service to men. Anyone in 
sympathy with our general purpose is in- 
vited to join. Membership cards may be 
secured of the secretary in the vestibule. 
Invitation to membership is given at fre- 
quent intervals at the close of the morn- 
ing service. It is not necessary to sign a 
card in advance before responding to 
this invitation. The service of joining is 
informal, consisting simply of a brief 
statement by the minister of the spirit of 
the church and a welcome extended by 
him on behalf of the congregation to the 
new members. 


PICTURES OF THE CHURCH 


Two splendid pictures of the church 
have been taken, one showing the entire 
building and the other taken in the patio. 
These are on sale at 50 cents each; orders 
may be left with the secretary. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Largo,” from 
The New World 


Symphony ....Dvorak 
b.“Mountain Idyle” _ 
Schminke 


Ada Marsh Chick 
Sone Number 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartets bhe:.Lostt Chord. Sullivan 
Responsive Reading, “Cheerfulness” 
Page 47. 


(The congregation will please stand.) 
Announcements. 


Offertory, “Meditation” 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “Be Strong”...Frances Porter Ross 
Howard Kerr 


Address by the Minister, “Happiness.” 
Song Number 21. 


Benediction. 
Postlude 
7:50 P.M. 
Organ} Recitalieeree: Mr. Paul G. Hanft 
La Miinrature Suite i ernick e« Rogers 
(a) Prelude 
(b) Intermezzo 
(c) Pastorale 
(d) Toccatine 
ZIVE CHOP Bell Swetae ctaciaeiheie te Brewer 


3. Adagio from Sonata Romantica 


yay ite OL SiR Sine Ae ee Yon 
4; Concert, Preludes eicwcreier Kramer 
5. wine Vioonlightgiest ernie Kinder 


Address, “Babel and Bible.” 
E. Burdette Backus 


GRATIFYING ATTENDANCE 


The attendance at the services since 
we have entered the new church shows a 
gratifying increase over our average for 
the last year. At the morning services 
the average has been approximately 640 
and at the evening service slightly in 
excess of 300. A large portion of those 
attending in the evening are strangers. 


CALLED MEETING 


A special meeting of the members of 
the church has been called by order of 
the Board of Trustees to be held Sunday, 


October 16th, at 12:15 P.M. following 
the morning service for the purpose of 
authorizing a loan to meet a payment 
now due on the organ and to take care 
of certain other obligations incurred in 
building the new plant. 


LABOR SPEAKER DISAPPOINTS 


Mr. Thomas McMahon who had been 
scheduled to speak last Sunday morning 
as a representative of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor failed to appear and Mr. 
Backus had to substitute for him at the 
last moment. No explanation of his fail- 
ure to come has been given. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers on October 2nd were fur- 
nished by Mrs. Goff. ‘Those on October 
9th by Mrs. Slocum, who was married, 
following the morning service, to Mr. 
S. O. Willard. 

’ The flowers on October 16th are in 
loving memory of Mrs. Adelaide Hastings 
Wood. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 


B.C. to 150 A.D. we would find decided 
changes of ideas, and this proves to be 
the case. There has been a distinct evo- 
lution of ideas in the Bible. The thought 
of God changes from that of a man-like 
being who is simply one among the many 
gods of antiquity, to the remote Spirit 
who is the Creator of all things. His 
moral character undergoes a_ similar 
transformation; in the early centuries 
he is cruel, vindictive, vengeful; in the 
later he has become a God of justice 
and mercy. 

In concluding his address Mr. Backus 
stressed the fact that in the story of the 
evolution of Biblical literature we have 
clear evidence of the change which is 
perpetually taking place in all life. The 
orthodox type of mind refuses to grasp 
this essential truth. It seeks to define 
truth in absolute terms that shall be 
good for all time; it seeks to make the 
revelation of the past binding on the 
present and the future. That way lies 
disaster and the conception of a revealed 
body of truth has done more harm than 
good in the world. The more promis- 
ing way is the one which accepts the 
fact of change and growth in the world 
and conceives of truth as living, vital, 
changing to meet new requirements. 
Here we have the fundamental distinc- 
tion between the orthodox and liberal 
mind. The latter is the more fruitful 
because it is nearer to the character of 
the world in which we live. 


dehre 
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THE MYTHS OF GENESIS 


In the address of Sunday night Mr. 
Backus gave an account of the manner in 
which the knowledge of the ancient Baby- 
lonian language was recovered in modern 
It was in 1847 that Sir Henry 
Rawlinson, British soldier and scholar, 
gave to the world the results of his study 
of the tri-lingual inscription of Darius 
on the mountain side of Behistun. The 
inscription gave an account in Persian, 
Babylonian, and Susian of the achieve- 
ments of this ancient conqueror. The 
pride that led him to have the inscrip- 
tion made in the _ three 
languages of his day has been the means 
of unlocking the history and literature 
of ancient Babylon for us. 

The pictures thrown on the screen re- 
vealed something of the glory of the city 
in its day of greatest splendor. The wall 
which surrounded it was one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world. According 
to Herodotus (Greek historian 450 B.C.), 
the wall was 335 feet high, 82 feet wide 
at the top, and 56 miles long. It was 
built entirely of brick. Within this wall 
were the magnificent temples and palaces 
towering up into the sky, beautiful in the 
simplicity and dignity of their architec- 
ture and rich in color; here also were 
the homes of the teeming population, and 
the cultivated areas to provide them with 
food in time of siege. 

The writing of these people was done 
on little clay tablets by making impres- 


times. 


principal 
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vived in the sand-buried ruins, and to- 
gether with inscriptions on monuments 
give us our knowledge of Babylonian 
history and thought. The startling dis- 
covery has been made that in this body 
of literature we have many of the stories 
that appear in the first book of our 
Bible, and we know that the Babylonian 
accounts older than the 
Hebrew. 
(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 


are centuries 


CHURCH DINNER 


Thursday evening, October 27th, we 
shall have the first church dinner in our 
new building. The occasion is under the 
direction of the Trustees and is for our 
entire church family. We will sit down 
to dinner at 6:30. Reservations, at 75 
cents a plate, must be made at the church 
office, DUnkirk 8248, prior to Wednes- 
day noon. Tickets will be on sale Sun- 
day at both services. 

Over fifty new members have joined 
the church within the past few weeks 
and the Trustees desire that the older 
members should avail themselves of this 
opportunity to meet and know those who 
have recently come into our family. To 
provide such fellowship is a large part 
of our reason for existence as an insti- 
tution. 

There will be a short program of speak- 
ing, and at 8:00 P.M. the Sutro-Seyler 
School of Music and Dance will provide 
us with a program of musical numbers 


sions with a sharp stick before the tablet | by courtesy of Mrs. Sutro, who is a 
dried. Thousands of these have sur- | member of our congregation. 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23rd. 
“Religion in the Making” - . ’ 10:50 A.M. 
“The Decalogue and Higher Criticism” - - 7:50 P.M. 


THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


On Sunday, October 23rd, the Church 
School subject will be “Babylon and the 
Bible.” A film will be shown. 

On Sunday, October 30th, after the 
Church School period there will be a 
social hour. A program will be offered 
by representatives of each group. It is 
hoped that all members will be present. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Pro- 
phetic Gnosis.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mrs. Vera Hueck will 
series of lectures on “Russia” 
Study Club in the Woman’s 
room next Sunday. Her topic will be 
in Russia.’ All men 
and women above college age are invited. 


conclude her 
at the 
Alliance 


“Social Customs 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


The discussion will be led by George 
Hatfield, who will take for his topic, 
“What Can a Man Believe?” using an 
article by Bruce Barton as a basis for 
the discussion. 


KNX 


Mr. Backus speaks over KNX at 6:30 
P.M. giving his address on “The Evolu- 
tion of a Great Literature.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 30TH 


This date has been selected as Com- 
munity Chest Sunday by the churches of 
the city. Mr. Backus will speak on the 
work of the Community Chest under the 
title of “The Better Samaritan.” 

The lecture on “The Higher Critics’ 
Bible” in the evening will deal with the 
Book of Leviticus, describing the rela- 
tion of the Hebrew Laws to Primitive 
Tabu. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS, OCT. 21 


The Camp Fire Girls will hold their 
regular meeting at the church on Friday 
afternoon at 4:00 o’clock, October 21st. 


FELLOWSHIP PARTY, OCT. 22 


The Fellowship will have a Hard Time 
Party and Dance in the Community 
House on Saturday evening, October 22nd 
at 8:30. All young people of the church 
are invited. Admission is 75c a couple or 
50c a person. A genuine Hallowe’en 
program of games and stunts is promised. 


CADMAN-MORRIS CONCERT, 
OCT. 24 


Your attention is again called to the 
concert on Monday evening, October 24th, 
at which time the Woman’s Alliance will 
present Charles Wakefield Cadman, 
and Margaret Messer Morris, 
soprano, in a program which promises 
to be most entertaining. ‘Tickets will be 
on sale Sunday morning after the ser- 
vices, or they can be obtained from mem- 
bers of the Alliance. 

Those having tickets out for sale are 
requested to turn them in by Sunday. 


pianist, 


ALLIANCE—OCTOBER 27. 


The women of the Alliance will meet 
on Thursday, October 27th, for sewing. 
Box 12:30 ‘and Sat, <1.06 


o’clock the usual literary hour will be 


luncheon at 


conducted. 
NEW MEMBERS 


The following names were added to 


the church membership last Sunday 
morning: Mrs. May Crane, Miss Alice 
Coomer, Miss Claire Nolte and Mr. 


Alfred Benshimol. 
BOY SCOUTS CHANGE THEIR DATE 


The Boy Scouts have changed the time 
of their regular meetings from Monday 


night to Thursday night of each week. 
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WORDS OF ASPIRATION 


We pilgrims on life’s highway have 
paused for a moment in our journey that 
Wwe may, in the comradeship of this home, 
take account of the richness that has 
been ours by the way. We have known 
joy of flaming sunset and starlit night; 
the lure of beauty in flower, the rapture 
of the birds in song; we have known the 
thrill of growth, the exhilaration of 
struggle, the blessing of a hand placed in 
ours to help us in our defeat, the happi- 
ness of lending aid to some weaker one. 
We have known the thrill of knowledge 
that leaps out among the stars and pene- 
trates the secret of the atom. We have 
known the challenge of the right, the 
just; we have felt the surge of strength 
that has risen from unsuspected depths 
of our own being as we have triumphed 
over adverse circumstances, sorrow, and 
defeat, and with our spirits might have 
become makers of destiny. Oh, 
resume our pilgrimage, as we take up 
once more the road of life, let it be with 
the joyous sense that all good things are 
ours, with the burning hope that on our 
way through the trackless future we shall 
win yet greater treasures for ourselves 
and the vast company that journeys by 
our side and shall long continue when 
our march is done. 


as we 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude, a. “Fanfare” ..Lemmens 
b.“Le Cygne”.... 


5 Shs ea tht Saint-Saens 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song Number 19. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Break, Break, Break”.... 


Mel Hegeee ges tent oe Neidlinger 
Responsive Reading, “Aspiration,” 
Page 46. 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “Meditation” ....... Frysinger 


Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, {Ghesbluman a ouch). ncn in. = 
Mee Nao os Bi George B. Nevin 
Nellie Coburn Walker 
Address by the Minister, “Religion in 
the Making.” 


Song Number 41. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


7:50 P.M. 


OrvansRecitaly& .iasnienia coer: Glyn Smith 


Address, “The Decalogue and the Higher 
Criticism.” 
E. Burdette Backus 


NOTE 


The Board of Trustees wishes to in- 
form the members of the congregation 
that owing to the heavy program of work 
which the minister is undertaking, it will 
be impossible for him to make many 
calls. He is always glad to go where 
there is special need of his service, but 
must confine his visits to such special 
calls. He may always be seen during his 
office hours at the church or by appoint- 
ment. 


ORGANIST FOR SUNDAY NIGHT 


The organ recital on Sunday night 
preceding the lecture will be given by 
Glyn Smith, a blind boy who has shown 
a remarkable genius for organ playing. 
He has received his training in the organ 
department of the Polytechnic High 
School. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 


We have a Babylonian poem that tells 
of the creation of the world and of man 
in much the same manner that Genesis 
tells it, and we are certain that it ante- 
dates the Genesis account by nearly 1500 
years. The scholars are forced to the 
conclusion that the Hebrew writers were 
familiar with the Babylonian story and 
that they worked it over according to 
their own theology, eliminating the cruder 
mythological elements and making it con- 
form to the monotheism at which the 
Hebrews had arrived by 500 B.C. when 
the first chapter of Genesis was written. 

In similar fashion we have discovered 
the stories of the fall of man, and the 
flood in Babylonian literature, and we are 
confident that it was the ancient temple- 
tower of Babylon that provided the ma- 
terial for the story of the tower of Babel. 
Such stories can be adequately under- 
stood and properly estimated only as we 
see them, not as divine revelations, but 
as the speculations of a primitive and ill- 
informed people in answer to the ques- 
tions that naturally thrust ‘themselves 
upon the mind of man. To seek to make 
the answers given by the Babylonians of 
4000 years ago binding on the mind of 
today is preposterous. No less preposter- 
ous is it to make the Hebrew variant of 
the Babylonian myth into the law of the 
land. 

We will best serve the cause of truth. 
and the progress of humanity by emanci- 
pating ourselves wholly from the concep- 
tion that there is a special sanctity about 
the Bible. Nothing is at last sacred but 
what is true. 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 


In the illustrated lecture of Sunday 
night Mr. Backus gave the results of 
the Higher Critics’ study of the book 
of Exodus. The story of Moses leading 
the children of Israel out of Egypt finds 
no confirmation in Egyptian history, 
which knows nothing of any Joseph in 
Egypt, nothing of the enslavement and 
oppression of the Hebrews, nothing of an 
Exodus. This would be remarkable if 
the events were as they are described in 
the Bible. 

The scholars are driven to the conclu- 
sion that what we have in the Exodus 
account is the natural exaggeration of 
later times in looking back on events in 
the tribal history; that probably a small 
band of these people was for. a period 
enslaved in the outer reaches of Egypt 
and that under the inspiration of a re- 
ligious leader they made their escape, and 
that a religious epoch dated from that 
event, but that it was too insignificant to 
be recorded in Egyptian history. 


Our interest centers chiefly in the laws 
which Jehovah is purported to have given 
to Moses for the guidance of the people. 
In the 20th chapter of Exodus, beginning 
at the 22nd verse and continuing into the 
23rd chapter, we have what is known as 


“The Book of the Covenant.” This is an 
early legal code. There seems to be a 
definite connection between this docu- 


ment and the code of laws established by 
King Hammurabi, who ruled in Babylon 
2100 B.C. This code was not known to 
scholars until 1901 when a monument con- 


taining it in its entirety was discovered 
by French archeologists at Susa. The 
careful comparison of this Babylonian 
code with the Hebrew reveals the fact 
that out of thirty-two ordinances of the 
Book of the Covenant, twenty-one are in 
accord with the Babylonian, most of them 
being practically identical. “The Ham- 
murabi code must have been the immedi- 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 
CONTEMPORARY IDEAS OF GOD 


A volume of sermons has been issued 
recently under the editorship of Joseph 
Fort Newton. The title is “My Idea of 
God.” Prominent clergymen representing 
all the most important religious groups in 
the country have contributed sermons on 
this subject. 


Mr. Backus begins next Sunday, No- 
vember 6th, a series of four addresses on 
this book. In the first he will deal with 
the orthodox idea of God presented by 
the Catholic and Protestant preachers; in 
the second the Christian Scientist con- 
cept of God; in the third the Modernist 
God; in the fourth the Humanist posi- 
tion. 

“Today there is but one religious dogma 
in debate: What do you mean by God? 
And in this respect today is like all the 
yesterdays. This is the fundamental re- 
ligious dogma.” So says Professor White- 
head in his book, “Religion in the Mak- 
ing,” reviewed by Mr. Backus last Sun- 
day. The series will give you plenty to 
think about. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30th. 


The Better Samaritan - 
Hebrew Law and Tabu - 


Mr. Backus speaks at both hours. 


: : 1 


a , ca 


THIS SUNDAY 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The subject for the Church School on 
Sunday, October 30th, will be “Brahman- 


” 


ism.” A social hour will be held from 
eleven to twelve at which time there will 
be a program including a motion picture. 


Refreshments will be served. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The His- 


toricity of Jesus: Did He Ever Exist?” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Attorney Arthur E. Briggs, of our own 
church, will address the Study Club on 
the topic “Church and State in Mexico.” 

Following the Russian series by Miss 
Zenna Leshing and Mrs. Vera Hueck, the 
Study Club will enter into a series of dis- 
cussions on our nearest Latin neighbor. 
All persons of college age and over are 


extended the welcome of the Club. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 
Andrew Marrin will be the speaker 
and will take for his subject “Believe and 
Swallow’—a discussion of orthodox re- 
ligion that youth is supposed to follow. 
KNX 


Dr. Bullard will deliver his lecture on 
“Humanism” over KNX at 6:30 P.M. 


THE IMMORALITY OF THE BIBLE 


The on “The 
Bible” will be continued Sunday night, 


series Higher Critics’ 


November 6th, with a lecture on the sub- 
ject given above, inspired by the text, 
Numbers 31: 17 and 18. 


CHANGE IN TELEPHONE NUMBER 


The telephone number of the church 
has been changed to DUnkirk 4683. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The church membership book is kept at 
the Secretary’s desk in the vestibule ex- 
cept on those Sundays when there is a 
Those who 
do not care for the public reception into 


public reception of members. 


the church are invited to add their names 
to the membership roll at any time they 
desire to do so. The following have 
signed since the last published list: Jean 
Williams, M.D. and Mrs. Elizabeth M. 


Cohen. 
IN MEMORIAM 


Cornelia Gleason Pease died October 
20th. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers on October 23rd were in 
memory of Mrs. Cornelia Gleason Pease. 
The flowers on October 30th are in mem- 
ory of Miss Cordelia Kirkland. 


ALLIANCE BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON, 
NOV. 3 


The women of the Alliance will meet 
for luncheon at 12:30 on Thursday, No- 
The November birthdays 
wiil be celebrated. The luncheon speaker 
will be Mrs. William Baurhyte. At 2 


o’clock the regular business meeting will 


vember 3rd. 


be held in the Alliance room after which 
Mrs. John Urquhart will speak on “Push- 


ing Back the Horizon.” 


ALLIANCE CARD PARTY, 
NOVEMBER 4TH 


The Alliance will sponsor a card party 
in the Community House on Friday eve- 
ning November 4th. All members of the 
congregation are invited. Tickets are 50c 
and you are asked to reserve your tickets 
as soon as possible. Refreshments will 


be served. 


1] 
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THE DEBT 


Because the years are few, I must be 
glad; 

Because the silence is so near, I sing; 

’Twere ill to quit an inn where I have had 

Such bounteous fare, nor pay my reckon- 
ing. 

I would not, from some gleaming parapet 

Of Sirius or Vega, bend my gaze 

On a remembered sparkle and regret 

That from it thanklessly I went my ways 

Up through the starry colonnades, nor 
found 

Violets in any Paradise more blue 

Than those that blossomed on my own 
waste ground, 

Nor vespers sweeter than the robins knew. 

Though Earth be but an outpost of 
delight, 

Heaven’s wild frontier by tragedy beset, 

Only a Shakespeare may her gifts requite, 

Only a happy Raphael pay his debt. 

Yet I—to whom even as to those are 
given 

Cascading foam, emblazoned butterflies, 

The moon’s pearl chariot through the 
massed clouds driven, 

And the divinity of loving eyes— 

Would make my peace now with mine 
hostess Earth, 

Give and take pardon for all brief annoy, 

And toss her, far beneath my lodging’s 
worth, 

Poor that I am, a coin of golden joy. 

—Katherine Lee Bates. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. Impromptu No. 2.. 
: ....Coleridge Taylor 
b. “Berceuse”’ 


Ada Marsh Chick 
Song, “The Noble Host”—Number 34. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Farewell to the Forest”.... 


Ria Pep Piie th ee ea Mendelssohn 


Responsive Reading, “Old ‘Testament 
Prophets,” Page 42. 


Announcements. 


Offertory, “A Song of Gratitude”... 
PERI CANES aA I Rossiter Cole 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “The House by the Side of the 
Road's, caer eecteesteiero Kenneth Clark 


Howard Kerr 
Address by the Minister, “The Better 


Samaritan.” 


Song, “Who is Thy Neighbor ?”— 


Number 42. 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 

7:50 P.M. 

Organ Recital....Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick 
@ Chanson >>: cae enter east e & Friml 
by Packeltanz encase conte Meyerbeer 
¢, Indvan' eV ailiseninwrsateeaten A. Dvorak 


d. Preludium 


Address, “The Book of Leviticus.” 
E. Burdette Backus 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 


ate or remote progenitor of the Hebrew 
legal system.” 

Mr. Backus concluded with a discus- 
sion of the Ten Commandments, pointing 
out that in their earliest form (Exodus 
34) they are concerned with ritual re- 
quirements only and that the moral com- 
mands come in the later documents. 
While these moral commands are the 
minimum requirements for any stable so- 
ciety, it is obvious that they are not in 
themselves sufficient to secure any con- 
siderable degree of civilization. They 
are only a starting point. This is appar- 
ent when we consider the character of 
the society in which they were promul- 
gated. The law of blood revenge was in 
effect, requiring the nearest of kin to 
avenge murder by taking the life of the 
assassin. The commandment “Thou shalt 
not kill’ was not a prohibition of this. 
Human slavery existed unquestioned and 
there is nothing in the Ten Command- 
ments to protest against it. The status of 
woman was relatively low; she was re- 
garded as in nearly, if not quite, the same 
category as property. Polygamy was the 
custom of the time. 

It is obvious that in morality as in 
the rest of life, we have had a gradual 
evolution and centuries of. experience were 
required before the positive requirements 
truth-telling, were 
added to the negative requirements of 
the Ten Commandments. 


of justice, mercy, 


New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth. 
They must upwards still and onward 
Who would keep abreast of truth. 


HAVE YOU MOVED? 


Please keep the secretary informed of 
your correct address and phone number 
in order that the church files may be 
up to date, ‘ Newcomers are asked to fill 
out information cards giving the neces- 
sary data. 
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THE COMMUNITY CHEST 


Mr. Backus described in the address of 
last Sunday morning his visit to a num- 
ber of the agencies included in the Com- 
munity Chest which is now conducting 
its campaign for funds for the current 
year. He found them well conducted, 
rendering an important service, and for 
the most part dominated by the modern 
conception that the purpose of charity is 
to restore the recipient to society as a 
useful member. Care is taken to avoid 
giving to those who have no just claim, 
and the people are encouraged to help 
themselves as far as possible. 

The Community Chest is the right idea. 
It raises the standard of the work that is 
done; it eliminates much of the waste that 
is involved where each organization seeks 
to raise its own funds; and by uniting 150 
appeals in one, it avoids the annoyance 
of repeated demands for money. 

Some of the objections urged against 
the Chest are, perhaps, valid. Certain of 
the agencies that are included seem to 
some of us to have little claim to be con- 
sidered as charitable organizations merit- 
ing the public support. It is unfortunate 
also that the Chest is not all-inclusive, 
that some worthy charitable agencies find 
it to their advantage to remain outside. 
But the Chest is the best means so far 
devised for dealing with the problem of 
ministering to the needs of the poor and 
poverty-stricken and as such it merits our 
support. Some of the criticisms of it are 


superficial and without much foundation 
in fact. 


Contemporary Ideas of God 
The Immorality of the Bible 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6th, 1927 


Mr. Backus Speaks at both hours. 


1927 No. 8 


The following is the report of the way 
in which the money was allotted last 
year: 


Non-sectarian Instittuions ..... 43. %o 
Agencies under Protestant 
ALIS DICE SME Mictniote sre hire nee: 23.6% 


Agencies under Jewish auspices.16. Y% 
Agencies under Catholic 

auspices 
Campaign Administration 


We can not let little children suffer 
pain when it is in our power to give 
them relief; we can not let men go 
hungry and without shelter; we can not 
permit the aged to want for the necessi- 
ties of life. All this charitable work is 
necessary and must be done. Yet we 
dare not be satisfied simply to end our 
efforts with charity. We must recognize 
that charity is simply the effort to bind 
up the wounds of the stricken on the field 
of battle. That is an important humani- 
tarian work, but it is more important to 
stop the battle. 

Any analysis of poverty or social fail- 
ure of any kind brings us immediately 
to the realization that it is intimately 
linked up with our economic order. Un- 
employment, inadequate wages, unwhole- 
some conditions of work, and a whole 
host of kindred social causes confront us 
the moment that we start to find out why 
such and such an individual has fallen 
by the way. We must not be content to 
deal simply with results, but must have 
the daring to go back to causes. A large 
portion of this human wreckage is un- 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 


10:50 A.M. 
- 7:50 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The subject for the Church School on 
Sunday morning, November 6th, will be 
“The Religions of China.” A motion 
picture of India will be shown. ‘The at- 
tendance at last Sunday’s assembly was 
62. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Jesus the 
Man.” 


STUDY CLASS 
“MEXICO”—9:50 A.M. 


Dr. A. F. Pradeau, of the Dental Col- 
lege of the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, will give views on Mexico, fol- 
lowing sixteen years of residence in the 
Southern Republic. 

Dr. Pradeau, a native of France, has 
a Latin’s liberal view of prevailing con- 
ditions south of the Rio Grande. ‘This 
lecture is the second of a series on 
“Mexico”. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Rand Mills will speak on “Limiting 
Toleration”’—a discussion of modern re- 
ligious organizations which are trying to 
legislate belief. 


KNX 


Theodore Curtis Abel of the Holly- 
wood Unitarian Society will speak over 
radio KNX at 6:30 P.M. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH 


“The Christian Science Idea of God” 
is the subject of the second address in 
the present series on “Contemporary Ideas 
of God.” It will be given next Sunday 
morning. 

In the evening Mr. Backus will con- 
tinue the series on “The Higher Critics’ 
Bible” with an address on “The First 
Bible.” 


ALLIANCE CARD PARTY— 
NOVEMBER 4TH 


All the members of the congregation 
are most cordially invited to attend the 
card party on Friday evening, November 
4th, sponsored by the Woman’s Alliance. 
Tickets are 50c and are available at the 


church office. Reservations may be made 


by telephone if you are unable to get 
your ticket before that evening. Refresh‘ 


ments will be served during the evening. 


TRUSTEES’ MEETING— 
NOVEMBER 7TH 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held Monday 
evening, November 7th, in the office of 
the church at 8 o’clock. A full repre- 
sentation is desired. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 
—NOVEMBER 9TH 


The November meeting of the Lay- 
men’s League will be held at the church 
Wednesday evening, November 9th. Din- 
ner will be served at 6:30. 

The chapter will be entertained by 
Alfred Benshimol, Principal of the Poly- 
technic Special Day and Evening School 
of Los Angeles, who will give “Dialect” 
readings. 

Members are reminded of the vote re- 
cently passed requesting each present 
member to add one additional member to 
the roll—an easy task if only slight effort 
be made. Reservations for the dinner at 
75c per plate must be made with the 
church secretary. ‘Telephone DUnkirk 
4683, on or before Tuesday, November 
7th. 


ALLIANCE MEETING— 
NOVEMBER 10TH 


The Alliance will meet on Thursday, 
November 10th, for sewing. A box lunch- 
eon will be served at 12:30, after which 
the Literary Hour will be conducted. 


eee 
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RUMMAGE SALE 


The women of the Alliance are to hold 
a rummage sale early in November. Any- 
one having articles suitable for such a 
sale are invited to bring them to the 
church so that they may be taken to 
the room down town provided for their 
disposal. 


STUDY CLUB PARTY— 
NOVEMBER 18TH 


The Study Club is sponsoring a formal 
party on November 18th to which all 
members of the congregation are invited. 
Dancing and cards will be the diversion 
of the evening. Members of the club 
hope that you will reserve the date and 
plan to take part in the evening’s enter- 
tainment. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Mr. A. Wade, 465 N. Lake Street; 
Miss Zenna Leshing, 4541 Melbourne; 
Mr. Alfred G. Sprenger, 530 S. Hewitt, 
have become members of the church. 


GUEST ORGANIST 


The guest organist for Sunday night, 
November 6th, is Mrs. Martha Bennett 
Miller, who is a sister of one of our well- 
known Unitarian ministers, Rev. F. M. 
Bennett. It was under Mr. Bennett’s 
ministry that Mrs. Backus came into the 
Unitarian Church. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “March in D 
IMIENGY: no 55u0 Guilmant 
b. “Idylle”’..Dudley Buck 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “The Spacious Firmament On 


High”, Number 1. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response, “The Human Prayer” 
(words by Mangasarian)..Del Riego 


Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “A Call to Worship”.J. H. Rogers 
Responsive Reading, “Truth”, Page 40. 


Announcements. 


Offertory, “Andantino in) GC" <........ 
Misteik: @ wuslayalays: ar Edwin H. Lenare 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “Trees” 


Julian Ginsberg 


Rashbach 


Address by the Minister, 
“Contemporary Ideas of God.” 


Song, “I Would be True”, Number 28. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Organ’ (Recital aa. 2 suedetr eee aires 
E toteowetate Mrs. Martha Bennett Miller 


a.March Religieuse......... Guilmant 
b. Berceuse acne oeiachrrscie sr Spinney 
¢. Alpine @ Pastoral, testes ts cer Flaglet 
ds Toccata ry piacstsn php siararetaere Bach 
Offertory, Canzonetta......... Frysinger 


Postlude, Largorcmecteaieele eit: Handel 


FINANCIAL 


The Treasurer is in urgent need of 
funds to meet the current expenses and 
generous contributions are solicited. 


NOTES 


Rey. Howard B. Bard was the speaker 
for the second hour at the Forum last 
Friday night. He told of the work of the 
Forum in San Diego, of which he has 
long been the Director. It is one of the 
most successful Forums in the country. 

Mr. Backus gave the address at the 
Charter Members’ luncheon in the new 
Ebell Club House on Monday. 


PICTURES OF THE CHURCH 


Two splendid pictures of the church 
have been taken, one showing the entire 
building and the other taken in the patio. 
These are on sale at 50 cents each; orders 
may be left with the secretary. 


Strong souls within the present live, 
The future veiled, the past forgot; 
Grasping what is, with hands of steel, 
They bend what shall be, to their will; 
And, blind alike to doubt and dread, 
The End, for which they are, fulfil. 
—Goethe. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 
necessary and could be avoided by wiser 
ordering of industry, by better educa- 
tional methods, by better understanding 
of the biological and psychological fac- 
tors. We need not expect any sudden 
transformation of society, but we should 
be everlastingly at the task of ordering 
it on more intelligent and humane lines. 

The Good Samaritan is he who min- 
isters to the needs of the stricken 
of the spontaneous sympathy of his heart. 
The Better Samaritan is he who brings 
not alone immediate relief, but seeks by 
intelligent study of all the factors in- 
volved to restore the victim to his proper 
place in society. The Best Samaritan is 
he who in the prophetic spirit undertakes 
the thankless task of moulding the social 
order nearer the heart’s desire. 
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THE RADIO MAIL-BAG 


The Church Office has received hosts 
of interesting letters telling of the value 
of our use of the Radio. The following 
extracts have been taken from recent 
communications; they have been selected 
to represent the wide variety of appeals 
that the addresses have: 


NEIGHBORS “LISTEN IN” 


“T enjoy these talks very much and 
often invite neighbors and friends to 
listen to them. Am on your mailing list 
and expect to join you at any early date.” 


O_p TIME MEMBER 


“T enclose check for $5.00 which my 
wife has requested me to send you. She 
was a member in Dr. Fay’s time (when 
the Church was first organized). She is 
now almost totally blind but takes a great 
interest in the addresses of Mr. Backus 
and Mr. Abel over the Radio.” 


REQUEST TO CONTINUE 


“There have been weeks when we 
hardly tuned in our Radio except for 
your Sunday evening addresses. We sin- 
cerely hope you will not discontinue 
them.” 


PRESIDENT OF BUSINESS HOUSE WRITES 


“Only heard the last few minutes of it 

but before knowing who was broadcast- 
ing recognized it as being the only sen- 
sible thing that had been on the Radio 
since last Sunday’s Unitarian lecture. 
I happen to know quite a few men, none 
church-goers, who make it a point to be 
home Sunday nights especially to hear 
you and Dr. Abel. Do keep it up!” 


One TIME METHODIST 


“My father was a Bishop in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church but in childhood 
I broke away from ‘churchianity’ (not 


The God of Christian Science 
The First Bible - , 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13th, 1927 


Mr. Backus speaks at both hours. 


Christianity) in disgust, and to me it is 
like a breath of fresh air to hear a man 
discuss religion in the sane and _intelli- 
gent way that is yours.” 


How Ir HAPPENS 


“Quite by accident we listened in on 
one of your lectures some months ago. 
It made such a favorable impression that 
we have been regular listeners ever 
since.” 


FROM A LAWYER 


“In our opinion you are disseminating 
the only worth-while religion in Los An- 
geles and therefore it would be a loss to 
the public to discontinue the Radio talks.” 


On A RANCH 


“The only thing I never miss on the 
Radio. Ona ranch our work is about the 
same Sunday as any other day, but duties 
are arranged not to interfere with the re- 
ceipt of your program.” 


ONTARIO, CALIF. 


“Please find enclosed my check for 
$5.00 to help a little towards the expense 
of broadcasting as we appreciate it very 
highly. . . . I wish it could be possible to 
have the regular services broadcast, as 
Unitarian churches are so far apart.” 


Monrovia, CALIF, 


“T have the care and responsibility of 
an aged mother and that, together with 
the fact that I live so far away from 
Los Angeles, makes it impossible for me 
to attend your meetings or to become as- 
sociated with your church activities. For 
a long time I attended the St. Louis Uni- 
tarian Church and was devoted to Dr. 
Dodson and I miss his ministry greatly. 
Your Sunday evening talks are a great 
inspiration and help, and I look forward 
to them with great pleasure.” 


10:50 A.M. 
7:50 P.M. 


THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The Church School program for No- 
vember 13th will be a review of the work 
of the second month. A motion picture of 
India will be shown. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will “The 
Mistakes of Jesus.” 


STUDY CLASS 
“Red, Pink and White.” 


lecture on 


What do the terms mean? What kind 
of a mind is a “Radical, a Liberal, Con- 
servative, Reactionary?” 

Mr. Herbert B. Alexander will suggest 
an approach to this problem next Sun- 
day in the Alliance room at 9:50 A.M. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


“Has the Student a God?” Lucille 
Hayes, a college student, will discuss the 
topic. 


KNX 


Theodore Curtis Abel of the Holly- 
wood Unitarian Society will speak over 
Radio KNX at 6:30 P.M. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
November 20th. 


“The God of the Modernists” is the 
subject of the third address in the series 
on “Contemporary Ideas of God.’ ‘The 
Modernists are well represented in the 
collection of sermons on which Mr. 
Backus is basing his talks and the dis- 
cussion will make their position clear in 
its strength and weakness. 

The evening meetings are to be dis- 
continued by vote of the Board of ‘Trus- 
tees because Mr. Backus finds the two 
services a day, three when he speaks over 
the Radio, too great a strain. The last 
of the evening meetings for the present 
will be held November 13th. 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON—NOV 17th, 
12:30—50c 


The Alliance meeting on November 17 
is planned especially for mothers of young 
children. The luncheon speaker is to be 
Mr. Alfred L. Benshimol, principal of 
the Polytechnic Evening High School. 
Mr. Benshimol has charge of our Church 
School this year and will speak on “Re- 
ligious Education.” 

After the business meeting at 2:00 P.M. 
Mrs. Richert will entertain with a group 
of songs and Mrs. Annette Foster, min- 
ister of the Emerson Church of Los An- 
geles, will speak on “The Philosophy of 
Emerson.” 


DANCING AND CARDS 


A good orchestra has been secured to 
furnish music for the dance to be given 
Friday, November 18th, at 8:00 P.M. in 
the Community House. Come and try out 
our new dance floor. Everyone is in- 
vited to this party and the members of 
the congregation are free to bring their 
friends. There will be cards for those 
who do not care to dance. 

An admission charge of 75 cents a 
couple or 50 cents an individual will be 
made. Tickets may be secured at the 
church office and will be on sale after 
the service on Sunday morning. Arrange- 
ments for the party are under the direc- 
tion of the Study Club which promises 
a most enjoyable evening and solicits the 
patronage of the entire church. 


RUMMAGE SALE—NOV. 14th & 15th 


The place for the Rummage Sale has 
not yet been announced, but anyone 
having articles for this sale may bring 
them to the church and they will be taken 
care of. 


CHURCH FAIR 
On Saturday, December 3rd, a church . 
fair will be held. Articles of all descrip- 
tion will be on sale and entertainment will 
be provided at certain hours of the day. 
Reserve the date and plan to be present 
all day. 
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PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers for November 6th were 
provided by Mrs. R. C. Gillis. The flow- 
ers for November 13th are in memory of 
Nellie Byerly Wilson. 


GIRL SCOUTS 

The Girl Scouts have been granted 
the use of the Assembly Hall in the 
Community House on Tuesday nights 
during November for a leaders’ training 
class. About fifty young women are 
taking this work under the leadership of 
the State Director. 


MINISTER AT SANTA MONICA 

Rev. James W. Macdonald has arrived 
in Santa Monica to assume charge of 
the new church that was started there 
last spring. The meetings are held Sun- 
day mornings in the Woman’s Club. Mr. 
Macdonald was a student at the Mead- 
ville Theological School with Mr. Backus. 
He was formerly a Methodist. 


And so, methinks, they wrong God less 
Who doubt or disbelief confess 
Than they who worse of God believe 
Than of a man they could conceive, 
And every vice to Him assign 
To prove Him fickle, false, malign; 
As I would rather men-should say 
“There is nc Plutarch” than that they 
Should speak of Plutarch as so mean, 
So full of petty spite and spleen, 
That, if you vexed him in the least, 
Into your crops he’d turn his beast. 
—Plutarch. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude, a. “Vesper Hymn”... 


NAG AICS Whitney 
b.“Murmuring Zephyrs” 
aietictelece oe eaede = ecune Jensen 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Song, “Comradeship”, Number 57. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 


Response, ‘““The Human Prayer” (words 
by Mangasarian) ...... Ada M. Chick 


Howard Kerr 


Duet, “Rain” Ciro Pinsuti 
Mrs. Walker, Miss Glover 


Responsive Reading, “Love”, Page 53. 


Announcements. 


Offertory, “Nachtstucke” ..... Schumann 


Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “Allah” ....George W. Chadwick 
Miss Glover 


Address by the Minister, “The Christian 
Science Idea of God.” 


Song, “The Indwelling God,” Number 14. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


7:50 P.M. 


Organ Recital ...... C. Percival Garratt 


a. Jubilate (Deo vessels gl sieccie «rs Silver 
b; Tova Wild Roseve. .aot MacDowell 
Cc. MEinet Wan etces nie nin aes Boccherini 
d. Sextette from “Lucia”..... Donizetto 
cl He xStOrm lanewe eet eo ler tate ers Garratt 


Offertory, “To the Evening Star”. Wagner 


Address by the Minister, “The First 
Bible.” 
Postlude, Hallelujah Chorus from the 


“Messiah.” 


URGENT 


The Treasurer’s report at the meeting 
of the Board of Trustees showed a deficit. 
Our expenses have increased greatly in 
the new plant and it will be necessary for 
us to secure additional financial support. 
It requires about $2000.00 a month to 
meet our expenses. Will you not con- 
tribute as generously as possible? 


HUMANIST SERMONS 


Ten copies of “Humanist Sermons,” the 
volume recently published by The Open 
Court are on sale at the literature table 
in the vestibule, Mrs. John P. Hunt in 
charge. The regular price is $2.50, but 
the discount given to Mr. Backus as one 
of the authors, enables us to offer them 
The book 


contains sermons by E. Stanton Hodgin, 


at the special price of $1.50. 


former minister of this church, Eustace 
Haydon, who gave our address of dedi- 
cation, and a number of other men of 


prominence in the Unitarian ministry. 


GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 


Grateful acknowledgment is made of 
the following gifts: a desk for the office, 
Mrs. Susanna Peffer; card tables, Misses 
Harriet and Annie Chapin; davenports 
and table, Mrs. Moody; clock, Mrs. Bos- 
worth; davenport, Mrs. McCusker; paint- 
ing, Mrs. Mayhew. Mrs. Mayhew’s paint- 
ing is hung on the first landing of the 
stairs in the Community House. 

A portrait of Madame Severance, 
founder of the church, has been hung in 
the Alliance Parlor. 


GUEST ORGANIST 


The organist for Sunday evening, No- 
vember 13th, is Mr. C. Percival Garratt, 
a graduate of the New England Con- 
servatory of Music. Mr. Garrat conducts 
a studio for instruction in Piano, Organ 
and Voice. 
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THE FIRST BIBLE 


In the year 623 B.C. an event of far- 
reaching consequences to the world took 
place in Palestine. The account of it is 
related in 2 Kings, Chapters 22 and 23. 
A book was found in the Temple by the 
High Priest; it was brought to the King 
Josiah and he deemed it of such great 
importance that he assembled the leading 
people of the land, read it to them and 
solemnly adopted it as the constitution of 
his kingdom. 


The book purported to be the words of 
Moses revealing the laws of Jehovah to 
his chosen people. There were. certain 
ethical requirements clearly set forth but 
most importance attached to the religious 
regulations. The book announced that 
only in Jerusalem was Jehovah to be wor- 
shipped, and it denounced all the corrup- 
tions that had crept into the religion of 
the people from the practices of the pagan 
folk around them. Great rewards were 
offered for obedience to its commands; a 
fearful curse was pronounced for dis- 
obedience. 


Immediately the King set about reform- 
ing the religious practices of the land in 
accordance with the demands of this book. 
All of the local altars at which the people 
had been accustomed to sacrifice to Je- 
hovah were abolished; in their place the 
people were required to go three times a 
year to Jerusalem to worship Jehovah. 
The idols were destroyed, the heathen 
gods were cast out, and the practices of 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 


The God of Modernism 


SUNDAY, ee 20th, 1927 


0 
The Immorality of the Bible, over KNX - - 6: 
Mr. Backus speaks at both hours 


VOTE 


There is a difference of opinion among 
our people concerning some of the num- 
bers in our program. We would like to 
satisfy everyone but where there are so 
many different tastes that is impossible. 
Since ours is a congregational body the 
will of the majority must rule. 

Sunday morning a showing of hands 
will be asked on the following questions. 
Please come prepared to vote. 

1. Shall we reduce the length of the 

opening service? 

2. If so what shall we eliminate?’ 

a. The congregational hymn. 

b. One or both of the musical num- 
bers. 

c. Reading. 

d. Words of aspiration. 

c. Musical response following aspir- 
ation. 

d. Responsive reading. 

3. If we are not to shorten the opening 
service would you like to have a 
hymn introduced just before the ser- 
mon? Shall it be added to the pres- 
ent service or substituted for one of 
the musical numbers? 

If you have criticisms or suggestions to 
make concerning the service write them 
out and place them in the “Question Box” 
which you will find in the vestibule. Only 
signed communications will receive the 
attention of the committee. 


THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
We are to be the hosts at the Union 
Thanksgiving Service _of the Liberal 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


Mr. Benshimol will give a brief out- 
line of Zoroastrianism. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Miracles.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—$9:50 A.M. 


Miss Ella Potee will lead the Study 
Club on the topic “American Culture.” 
Miss Potee was leader of the Study Club 
last year, and is planning an interesting 
general discussion. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Jack Hatcher will speak on “Immor- 
tality.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
November 27th. 


“The God of Humanism” is the sub- 
ject of the fourth address in the series on 
“Contemporary Ideas of God.” 


THE PHILOSOPHICAL UNION 


A symposium on “The Conception of 
God” will be held Friday evening, Dec. 
2nd, at 8:00 P.M. under the auspices of 
the Philosophical Union of the University 
of California at Los Angeles. The speak- 
ers will be: Herbert Wildon Carr, Prof. 
Emeritus of Philosophy, University of 
London; Edward Lambe Parsons, Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
California; Loye Holmes Miller, Prof. of 
Biology, University of California at Los 
Angeles. The meeting will be held in 
Millspaugh Auditorium on the campus of 
the University of California in Los An- 
geles. The members of our congregation 
are invited to attend. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The Camp Fire Girls will hold their 
regular meeting at the church on Friday 
afternoon at 4:00 o’clock. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 
churches of the city. The Universalist 
Church, the Hollywood Unitarian Society, 
and the three liberal Jewish congregations 
will unite with us. 


The service will begin promptly at 
10:30 so that we may be out by noon. 
Rabbi Lissauer of Temple 
Emanu-E] will be one of the speakers, 
and either Dr. C. Ellwood Nash of the 
Universalist Church, or his associate, Dr. 
Shepard of the Universalist Church, will 
be the second. 


Herman 


This is the first visit of our fellow 
liberals to our new home; let us turn out 
in full force to give them a hearty wel- 
come. 


HUMANIST SERMONS 


All the copies of Humanist Sermons 
were sold last Sunday and many asked 
for them after the supply was exhausted. 
Additional copies have been ordered. 
Leave your name with Mrs. Hunt at the 
literature table and you will be supplied 
when they arrive. ‘The regular price is 
$2.50 but we are able to offer them at 
$1.50. 


RUMMAGE SALE POSTPONED 


Owing to the inability of the committee 
to find a suitable location to hold the 
rummage sale, the date has been post- 
poned. It is hoped that next week’s 
calendar will carry a definite announce- 


ment of this event. 


PROMINENT SPEAKERS AT THE 
FORUM 


Manly P. Hall, minister of the Church 
of the People, will be the speaker at the 
first hour of the Forum on Friday night, 
continuing the discussion of Philosophy. 

During the second hour, from 8 to 9, 
Mr. McCluskey, 


Hunt of Arizona, will 


representing Governor . 
speak on the 


Boulder Dam question. 
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CHURCH FAIR 


The members of the committees are 
very busy completing plans for the Church 
Fair which is to be held at the church 
Watch the 


announcement of all 


on Saturday, December 3rd. 
calendar for full 
the attractions for that day. 


ALLIANCE 


There will be no meeting of the Alli- 
ance on the 24th as it is Thanksgiving 
Day. 


A WORD TO VISITORS 


Are you new to our church? If so 
we want you to feel at home. We have 
a continual procession of visitors from 
all parts of the country and we are 
always glad to bid them welcome. If 
you are living in the city and desire to 
receive the announcements of the church 
we will be pleased to put your name on 
the mailing list if you will sign one of 
the “Information Cards” which you will 
find in the book racks. The minister re- 
mains at the front of the church follow- 
ing the services and is always happy to 
greet visitors. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The church membership book is kept at 
the Secretary’s desk in the vestibule ex- 
cept on those Sundays when there is a 
public reception of members. Those who 
do not care for the public reception into 
the church are invited to add their names 
to the membership roll at any time they 
desire to do so. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Prelude on Materna” 
Vie ee eens Clifford Demarest 
b. “Canzonetta”..... 
sedamteine Carl Page Wood 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Vestigia,’ Number 5. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Sea, Mountain and Prairie” 


mies vitehe oie ates ie Frank Damrosch 
Responsive Reading, “Evolution,” Page 42. 


Announcements. 


Offertory, “To the Rising Sun”...... 
IOS LAO OD & Trygve Torjussen 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “The Night Has a Thousand 
Sea tics SOS ROTORS Lambert 
Howard Kerr 


Eyes” 


Address by the Minister, “The God of 


Modernism.” 


Song, “He Hides Within the Lily,” 
Number 45. 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 


worship purified. 
formation. 


It was a sweeping re- 


Biblical scholars are well agreed that 
we have this famous book in Chapters 9 
to 12, 26 and 28 of our present book of 
Deuteronomy. ‘They are convinced that 
it was a compromise between the prophetic 


and the priestly parties. The prophets 
were greatly distressed at the iniquities 
of the people and at the corruption of 
their religious practices. The prophets 
were interested primarily in good morals 
and they denounced the sacrifices which 
the people offered to Jehovah as a sub- 
stitute for justice and righteousness. But 
since the prophets were unable to make 
any headway in their attempted reform 
they made an alliance with the priest- 
hood of Jerusalem who saw in the pro- 
posal a chance to enhance their own 
prestige. The idea was to elevate the 
morals of the people by a reform in their 
religious practices. 


The move ended disastrously for the 
prophets. Their ends were not furthered 
at all and their own power declined be- 
cause the people came to feel that since 
they had a written document giving the 
words of Moses, greatest of the prophets, 
there was no longer any need for pro- 
phets; all that they required was a scribe 
to interpret the written word. The power 
of the priests grew; the adoption of the 
Book of Instruction, as it was called, was 
a long step in the direction of that legal- 
ism which became characteristic of He- 
brew religion and against which Jesus 
was to rise in protest at a later date. 


The importance of this story lies in the 
fact that here we have the beginning of 
the Bible, of authoritative scripture. 
Prior to this time documents had been in 
circulation among the people but they 
had only a private use and authority. 
Now we have a book that is binding on 
the whole people as the word of God. 
These six chapters in Deuteronomy were 
the first Bible and became the nucleus 
around which all the rest of the scriptures 
gathered themselves. Even to this day 
we are struggling against the tyranny of 
the idea that God gave a definite and 
binding revelation of His truth and His 
will in the pages of Scripture. The pro- 
phets intended to do only good when they 
accepted this compromise with the priests; 
how ironical has been the result. 
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SAMUEL McCHORD CROTHERS 


On November 9th one of our most 
distinguished Unitarian ministers, Dr. 
Samuel McChord Crothers, died at his 
home in Cambridge, Mass. He was 
known and loved by thousands because 
of his delightful essays. The following 
paragraphs, taken from an article of his 
in the “Forum” of September, 1926, tell 


why he was a Unitarian and impart 


something of his rare spirit. 


So it happened that I grew up as a lib- 
eral Presbyterian, and after passing 
through Princeton and Union Seminary 
was duly ordained and commissioned by 
the Board of Home Missions to preach the 
gospel in Nevada. At my ordination I 
declared my acceptance of the system of 
doctrine taught in the Westminster Con- 
fession, but I did not at the time feel the 
necessity of defining what that system 
was. I determined to preach the truth 
as I found it, and not cross a bridge till 
I came to it. 

After two or three years, I came to the 
bridge. For the first time the ethics of 
creedal conformity gave me trouble. No- 
body in the church made any objection 
to my preaching. I must be my own 
heresy hunter, but once begun I resolved 
to make a thorough job of it. I had 
promised to preach according to the sys- 
tem contained in the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith. Was I doing it? I re- 
read the Confession and found it terrify- 
ingly lucid. These seventeenth century 
divines had a remarkable skill in defin- 
ing exactly what they meant. 

When I completed my self-imposed task 
as heresy hunter, there was no reasonable 
doubt in my mind. Whatever I was 
preaching, it was not the doctrine which 
I had promised to preach. So I ceased 
to be a Presbyterian minister and re- 
solved not to enter the ministry of any 
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church that demanded adherence to any 
formal creed. The professor of Chemis- 
try in the university is not asked to sub- 
scribe to a chemical creed formulated in 
a past era. He is required to know his 
science and to aid in its advancement. 
He does not forfeit his position because 
he makes a new discovery. Why should 
a teacher of religion submit to conditions 
that render progress impossible and de- 
stroy respect for his own intellect? It 
was not a particular creed that I ob- 
jected to, but the whole credal system. 


One church I found that had definitely 
put itself on the basis that seemed to me 
to be sound. In uniting with the Uni- 
tarian Church I was not conscious of 
changing my views, or adopting new doc- 
trines. As a matter of fact, I was preach- 
ing very much as I had in a Presbyterian 
pulpit. But I had got rid of an incumb- 
rance that had become intolerable. I do 
not care for the Unitarian name any more 
than Channing or Martineau did. When 
I read tracts on Unitarian affirmations 
they kindle in me no sectarian zeal. They 
have nothing in them novel or distinc: 
tive. I say, “All these things I have 
known from my youth up.” 


What attracts me is the brave and 
sweeping negations directed against all 
ecclesiastical claims to supremacy over 
the individual intellect. I belong to the 
Unitarian Church because its bond of 
fellowship is sufficient for me: “In the 
love of Truth and in the spirit of Jesus, 
we unite for the worship of God and the 
service of man.” If anyone says, That 
is not the definition of a sect, but a wide 
statement of the purpose of the Holy 
Catholic Church, I heartily agree with 
him, for it is the Holy Catholic Church 
that I want to belong to. 

I am a wayfaring man seeking a well 
organized and triumphant church “lofty 
as the love of God and ample as the 
wants of man.” I have not found it 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 
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The God of Humanism - 


10:50 A. M. 
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Address by E. Burdette Backus 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The study of Zoroastrianism will be 
continued. A motion picture will be 


shown. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Jesus the 


Healer.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 

Mr. John Steven, formerly of the Civil 
Service Commission in New York and 
Los Angeles, will lead the Study Club, 
Sunday, November 27th. 

Mr. 
the subject, 


Steven will direct his speech on 
“How Much Idealism is 


There in American Politics?” 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


A general discussion will be held on 
the subject, “What is the Purpose of Re- 


ligion?” Everyone will take part. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


In the series on “Contemporary Ideas 
of God,” Mr. Backus has not had suffi- 
cient opportunity to develop his own ideas 
and therefore will give an additional 
address on December 4th devoted entire- 
ly to an exposition of his own ideas. The 
subject will be “My Idea of God.” 


FELLOWSHIP PICNIC 


Friday, November 25th, the young peo- 
ple of the Fellowship will entertain the 
Church School at a picnic to be held at 
the Vermont Avenue entrance of Griffith 
Park. All children of the School as 
well as all members of the Fellowship 
are invited to be at the church at 10:00 
A.M., or to go directly to the picnic 
grounds. The Fellowship will provide 
the lunch. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


The birthday luncheon and program 
scheduled for December 1st has been 
postponed and the women are asked to 
Mrs. Emelia Golds- 
worthy Clark will have charge of the 
work for the day and articles will be 
made for the church fair to be held 
December 3rd. Box luncheon will be 
served at 12:30. 


meet for sewing. 


CHURCH FAIR—DECEMBER 3rd 


Under the auspices of the Alliance a 
Church Fair will be held on Saturday, 
December 3rd, beginning at 2:00 o’clock. 
Chairmen of committees ask for contri- 
butions for their tables. Alliance, Mrs. 
Stella Wright; infants, Mrs. Tipton; 
food, Mrs. Bryant; candy, Mrs. Ben- 
shimol; white elephant, Mrs. Snow; 
gifts, Miss Eve Smith for the Study 
Club; post office, The Fellowship; chil- 
dren, Mrs. Backus; flowers, Mrs. Gillis; 
supper, Mrs. Chester Woodbury; ice 
cream cones, Camp Fire Girls; canned 
goods, E. W. Brewer for the Laymen’s 
League. Supper will be served from 
5:30 to 7:30. An entertainment will be 
given in the auditorium at 8:00 o’clock. 
Mrs. E. W. Brewer is general chair- 
man of the Fair. Everyone is invited to 
contribute, to come, and to help in every 
way possible to make the affair a great 
success. 


ORGAN GUILD PROGRAM— 
DECEMBER 5th 


The local Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists will meet in the au- 
ditorium of the church for recital on 
Monday evening, December 5th, at 8:00 
o’clock. The soloists for the recital will 
be Mrs. Koumrian and Walter E. Hart- 
ley, Dean of the Guild, organists, and 
Miss Cornelia Glover, contralto. The 
public is cordially invited to attend this 
recital. 

The Alliance is to serve dinner to the 
members of the Guild preceding the re- 
cital. 
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CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The regular meeting of the Camp Fire 
Girls will be held at the church Friday 


afternoon, December 2nd. 


MR. BACKUS OUT OF THE CITY 


Owing to the fact that he will be out 
of town Mr. Backus will be unable to 
keep his office hours Wednesday, No- 
vember 30th and Friday, December 2nd. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


One of the members of our congrega- 
tion is going east and leaves two boys 
of 17 to finish out their year in High 
School here. He would like to secure 
homes for them where they could work 
for board and room and small compen- 
sation. If you know of any one who is 
in need of such service as the boys can 
render, driving car, helping about the 
house or grounds, kindly report to the 
church office. 


AN UNUSUAL OFFER 


A member wishes to make a substan- 
tial donation to the church. His gift, 
however, is contingent on the sale of a 
furnished four-family flat which is offer- 
ed at a bargain price—$9,000 cash is re- 
If you are interested in a busi- 
benefit the 
for further 


quired, 
proposition that will 
consult the office 


ness 
church, 
details. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude, a. “Jerusalem the 
Golden’i%5.-- 
yates rents William Sparks 


b.“Canzona” ..Stoughton 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “The Spirit of Man,” Number 62. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 


Response, “May the Words of My 
Mouthtieseen ieee er Howard Kerr 


Quartet, Se Dawn. ecrra-enae Curran 


Responsive Reading, “The Spirit of 
Man,” Page 44. 
Announcements. 


Offertory, “Sunset’s Ebbing Glow”. Dunn 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “Joy of the Morning”. Harriet Ware 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address by the Minister, “The God of 


Humanism.” 


Song, “Hail the Glorious Golden City,” 
Number 46. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 


yet, and I do not identify it with any ex- 
isting sect. The church which I long 
for will be the organization of the re- 
ligious life in a more inclusive way. 
Men of all denominations are seeking it. 
I have joined with the people called Uni- 
tarians because while they cherish the 
ideals of universal religion they do not 
ask me to pledge formal allegiance to 
something bad.—From the “Forum,” Sept. 
1926. 


NOTICE 


At the invitation of the Woman’s Alli- 
ance the men of the Society acting through 
the agency of a special committee of 
the Laymen’s League, have engaged to 
participate in the Fair, and will conduct 
a booth stocked with canned goods and 
other food supplies similar to those they 
had for sale at the Fiesta last year. 
Members of the Society are requested by 
the management of this booth not to lay 
in their winter supplies until they shall 
have inspected this stock. 


Purchasing at wholesale and selling at 
current retail prices, the committee will 
thus be enabled without loss to the pur- 
chaser, to save the church the customary 
profit upon such merchandise. 


A WORD TO VISITORS 


Are you new to our church? If so 
We have 
a continual procession of visitors from 
all parts of the country and we are 
always glad to bid them welcome. If 
you are living in the city and desire to 
receive the announcements of the church 
we will be pleased to put your name on 
the mailing list if you will sign one of 
the “Information Cards” which you will 
find in the book racks. The minister re- 
mains at the front of the church follow- 
ing the services and is always happy to 
greet visitors. 


we want you to feel at home. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The church membership book is kept at 
the Secretary’s desk in the vestibule ex- 
cept on those Sundays when there is a 
public reception of members. ‘Those who 
do not care for the public reception into 
the church are invited to add their names 
to the membership roll at any time they 
desire to do so. 


It is always wrong, a_ blasphemy 
against truth, morally ruinous to one’s 
self and a dis-service to mankind, to pre- 
tend to believe what one does not believe. 
—Horace Bridges. 
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OUR SPIRIT AND PURPOSE 


We have frequent requests for a brief 
description of the spirit and purpose of 
our church. It is difficult for those who 
are accustomed to think of churches in 
terms of a definite body of doctrine to 
understand us because our conception is 
entirely outside their experience; they 
cannot believe that such a church exists. 
We must, however, insist on that which 
is distinctive in our organization and 
gives us our reason for being. The min- 
ister offers the following as his answer 
to the queries about us. 

The Unitarian Church is unique among 
religious organizations because it has no 
creed. Our members are convinced that 
freedom is the indispensable condition of 
We 
insist upon being just as free to make 
new discoveries in religion as the scien- 
tist is in biology or chemistry. If the 
advent of a new truth requires the scrap- 
ping of old doctrines, we are ready to 
make the necessary readjustments. No 
creed bars the way. Ours is a church in 
which “all do not think alike, but in 
which all alike think.” 

The result of this freedom is that we 
have a wide diversity of thought in our 
membership. While the orthodox do not 
find our atmosphere congenial and are 
consequently not among us, we vary in 
theology all the way from those who be- 
lieve in a personal God and the unique- 
ness of Jesus to those who pronounce 
themselves atheists and hold that Jesus is 
a myth. 


wholesome spiritual life for men. 


In economic and social thought 


SUNDAY, ee 4, 


My Idea of God - 


Religion in Modern Literature KNX 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 


1927 No. 12 


we range all the way from conservative 
to radical. We find these differences of 
opinion stimulating and revealing. In 
the language of James W. Macdonald, 
the new minister at Santa Monica, “Ours 
is a church which does not tolerate here- 
tics,—it welcomes them!” 


Precious as is freedom we do not re- 
gard it as an end in itself but rather as a 
condition in which alone we can fulfill 
our function, which is to enrich the in- 
dividual life and to improve the social 
order. Everything that contributes to the 
upbuilding of human life we regard as a 
legitimate object of our enthusiasm and 
practical endeavor. We are seeking to 
unite the age-old idealism of the human 
heart with the modern intellectual out- 
look. 

We cherish no illusion that this spirit 
is confined to the narrow limits of our 
own church. Rather we rejoice to recog- 
nize that it manifests itself in myriad 
forms in contemporary life. What we 
are seeking to do is to gather up and 
bring to a focus the light that is break- 
ing forth in fitful gleams in many places. 

We find it manifested in the advance 
of science, and especially in the develop- 
ment of the scientific attitude of mind. 
Consequently we seek to cultivate in our- 
selves the open mind, the patience and 
carefulness in observation, the fearless- 
ness in facing facts, the tolerance, which 
is characteristic of the scientific mind at 
its best. We are ready to bring to bear 
the scientific method in every field of life. 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 
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Mr. Backus speaks at both hours 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The subject for December 4th will be 
Buddhism. Plans for the Christmas party 
will be considered and the children will 
rehearse for the program during the 


church hour. 


The Christmas party will be held on 
Tuesday, December 27th, from three to 


five. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The New 
Testament Canon.” 

THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 

The Study Class will meet in the Alli- 


ance parlor at the usual hour. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Ward Hellings will conduct the meeting. 


NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11th 


The Ethical Culture Movement cele- 
brated its 50th anniversary last year. It 
has made an important contribution to the 
Mr. Backus 


feels deeply indebted personally to some 


religious life of America. 


of its leaders. On Sunday, December 
11th, he will tell the story of its achieve- 


ment. 


CHURCH FAIR 


Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 2:00 P.M. 
Gifts 
Food 
Clothes 
Everything 
Supper served 5:30 to 7:30. 


8:00 P.M. 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Come! 


Come! Come! 


TRUSTEES MEETING— 
DECEMBER 5th 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held Monday 
evening, December 5th, in the office of 
the church at 8:00 o'clock. 


ORGAN GUILD CONCERT— 
DECEMBER 8th 

The public is cordially invited to at- 
tend the program offered by the local 
Chapter of the American Guild of Or- 
ganists on Monday evening, December 
5th, at 8:00 o’clock in the auditorium. 
Mrs. Koumrian and Mr. Walter E. Hart- 
ley of Occidental College will be the 
organ soloists, and Miss Cornelia Glover, 
contralto of the church quartet, will give 
a group of vocal numbers. 


ALLIANCE MEETING— 
DECEMBER 8TH 
The women of the Alliance will meet 
on Thursday, December 8th, for sewing. 
Box luncheon will be served at 12:30. 
At 1:00 P.M. the usual literary hour will 
be conducted. 


SEX HYGIENE 

A series of illustrated lectures on sex 
hygiene for young people will be given 
in the church under the auspices of the 
Fellowship. Dr. Helen Hunter will ad- 
dress the young women and Dr. Wm. D. 
Moore the young men. The meetings will 
be held December 4, 11 and 18, from 4:00 
to 5:00 P.M. Parents may attend with 
their young people. 


WANTED 
Volunteers are wanted to take charge 
of a table of Unitarian Literature at the 
meetings of the Social Science Forum on 
Friday nights at the church. Kindly give 
your names to the Secretary. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Miss A. R. Griffith. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers for December 4th are in 
loving memory of Mrs. L. D. Russell, a 
former member of this church who died 
recently in Jackson, Michigan. 
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THE HOUSE BY THE SIDE OF 
THE ROAD 


There are hermit souls that live with- 
drawn 

In the peace of their self-content; 

There are souls, like stars, that dwell 
apart, 

In a fellowless firmament; 

There are pioneer souls that blaze their 
paths 

Where highways never ran ;— 

But let me live by the side of the road 
and be a friend to man. 

Let me live in a house by the side of the 
road, 

Where the race of men go by— 

The men who are good and the men who 
are bad, 

As good and as bad as I. 

I would not sit in the scorner’s seat, 

Or hurl the cynic’s ban ;— 

Let me live in a house by the side of the 
road 

And be a friend to man. 

I see from my house by the side of the 
road, 

By the side of the highway of life, 

The men who press with the ardor of 
hope, 

The men who are faint with the strife. 

But I turn not away from their smiles 
nor their tears, 

Both are part of an infinite plan;— 

Let me live in my house by the side of 
the road 

And be a friend to man. 

Let me live in my house by the side of 
the road, 

Where the race of men go by— 

They are good, they are bad, they are 
weak, they are strong, 

Wise, foolish—so am I. 

Then why should I sit in the scorner’s 
seat 

Or hurl the cynic’s ban? 

Let me live in my house by the side of 
the road 

And be a friend to man. 

—Sam Walter Foss. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Romanza” 
sis shared Seterers Horatio Parker 


b. “Softening Shadows” 
TS tector eels ats Stoughton 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “O Life That Maketh All Things 
New,” Number 10. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, Kipling’s “Recessional’ DeKoven 
» Apling 


Responsive Reading, “A Creed of Life,” 


Page 41. 
Announcements. 
Offertory, ““Pastorale? (jy. .5n. Bach 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “Liteon. Lea eee ett Curran 


Howard Kerr 


Address by the Minister, “My Idea of 
God.” 


Song, “He Liveth Long Who Liveth 


Well,’ Number 40. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


NEW MEMBERS 
Miss Miriam Jean Robbins, 724% 
Edgeware Road East, and Nellie C. Haga- 
man, 511 Wild Rose Avenue, Monrovia, 
have recently become members of the 
church, 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 


We find what we deem the religious 
spirit at work in the democratic aspira- 
tion of mankind, the demand for equality 
of opportunity in the political, social, and 
economic life of the world. We discover 
it in the urge towards world unity that 
is now presssing forward with increasing 
power. Indeed, some of us refuse to be 
known as Christians partly because we 


are convinced that the antagonism be- 


tween the historic religions of earth is 


one of the greatest barriers to world unity. 
The only religion that can satisfy us is 
one that rises above the ancient divisions 
and unites men all round the world in 


one brotherhood. 


We find our religion at work in the 
progressive educational adventures of the 
Our chief 


achievement of the ends we have in view 


present. reliance for the 
is on education,—education from cradle 
to grave, education of emotion as well as 


of intellect. 


We find our religion at work in the 
renewed interest in beauty that is sweep- 
We hold that the artist 


in music, painting, arichtecture, is a min- 


ing in upon us. 


ister of religion aiding the creative im- 
pulse in man to express itself more fully. 


In a word ours is a church which | 
holds that nothing human is alien to it. 
Wherever a progressive and humani- | 
tarian work is being done in the world 
there is our religious fellowship. We 
meet together to think clearly and feel 
deeply about the vital issues of life in 
order that we may act more nearly in 
accord with our ideals. Ours is a church 
conceived in the spirit of freedom, guided 
by intelligence, enthusiastically devoted 
to the service of man. It is embarked 
upon high adventure and welcomes dar- 
ing souls to its company. 


T he 
Los Angeles Unitarian 
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THE FATHOMLESS UNIVERSE 


I find myself living in a universe of 
vast dimensions, of inconceivable power, 
of stupendous material bodies moving with 
the regularity of a fine clock; a universe 
that has produced life in manifold forms 
from microscopic germs to elephants, 
from algae to sequoias; a universe that 
has called into existence the mind of man 
endowed with the capacity to reflect on 
the wonders of the world and of its own 
being. 

When I attempt to put all of the facts 
which I have observed together within the 
compass of a single rational whole I find 
myself baffled. There are too many con- 
There 
is beauty and there is ugliness, there is 
mechanism and there is life, there is good 
and there is evil; there is that which 
resembles purpose and there is the blind 
How shall 
all these things be reconciled as parts of 
one rational whole? Sometimes I think 
the universe is not rational in its nature 
and that the effort to measure it with the 
yardstick of the human reason is futile 
the application of a standard that has 
no relation to the thing in hand. 


tradictions, too many paradoxes. 


drive of unconscious matter. 


I do not know. It may be that the 
very term universe is a misnomer imply- 
ing a unity that exists only in our minds. 
It may be that all things are gathered 
together in organic being conscious of 
itself and in itself harmonizing those 


things which to me seem disparate. I do 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1927 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1927 


“Do You Believe in the Personality of God?” 
10:50 A M. 


Address by Howard B. Bard of San Diego. 


No. 13 


IS GOD PERSONAL? 


The Unitarian Church in San Diego 
broadcasts its Sunday morning service. 
Mr. Bard, the minister, says that the 
most persistent question which comes to 
him in the radio mail is this, “But cer- 
tainly you believe in the personality of 
God, do you not?” He will give an 
answer to this question in his sermon 
Sunday morning when he is to exchange 
pulpits with Mr. Backus. This should 
prove an interesting sequel to the sermon 
of last Sunday and Mr. Backus welcomes 
the opportunity to present a speaker who 
approaches the subject from an angle dif- 
ferent from his own. He hopes that all 
who heard him last week—and some 
more besides—will be out to listen to Mr. 
Bard on Sunday. 


MONTPELIER, VERMONT 


The minister is in receipt of a letter 
from Rey. Louis C. Cornish, President of 
the American Unitarian Association, stat- 
ing that our Unitarian Church in Mont- 
pelier, Vermont, was one of the victims 
of the recent devastating floods which 
swept that region. The whole first floor 
of the church was flooded, the furniture 
ruined, the heating plant badly damaged. 


Dr. Cornish suggests that the churches 
of the denomination contribute to their 
aid. Mr. be glad to 
forward checks from those who have a 
special interest in the Montpelier Church. 
Make checks payable to “American Uni- 
tarian Association, Montpelier Relief.” 


Backus will 
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THIS SUNDAY 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 
The subject for Church School will be 
the History of the Jewish People. A mo- 
tion picture will be shown. 
During the church hour the children 
will rehearse for their Christmas pro- 
gram. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Eating 
the God.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
DANISH CO-OPERATIVE FARMING 

Mrs. L. N. Anderson will lead the 
Study Club at 9:50 A.M. on her experi- 
ences in Denmark in reference to the Co- 
operative Farming. 

Mrs. 
before the war, but has visited her native 
land three times since. 


Anderson came from Denmark 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 
Edward Bode will lead the discussion 
at the meeting of the Fellowship, review- 
ing a current book. 


NEXT SUNDAY—DECEMBER 18th 


The address on the Ethical Culture 
Movement was postponed on account of 
the exchange with Mr. Bard. Mr. 
Backus will speak on it December 18th. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE—DECEMBER 
14th 


The December meeting of the Lay- 
men’s League will be held at the Church 
on Wednesday evening, December 14th. 

The guest will be Dr. Mars F. Baum- 
gardt, Curator of the Clark Observatory, 
who will give a talk upon an astronomical 
subject to be selected by him. Mr. Wade 
will, weather permitting, demonstrate the 
new telescope. 

Supper at 75 cents at 6:30 P.M. Reser- 
vations must be made with the office sec- 
retary (DUnkirk 4683) on or before 
Monday, the 12th inst. 


WOMAN’S ALLIANCE— 
DECEMBER 15th 


The second luncheon of the month for 
the Woman’s Alliance will be served at 
12:30 on Thursday, December 15th. Mr. 
Backus is to be the luncheon speaker and 
will give a book review. 


After the business meeting at 2:00 
o'clock Mrs. L. R. Stritesky will enter- 
tain by reading a Christmas play, and 
music appropriate to the occasion will be 
given. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS—DECEMBER 
16th 


The Camp Fire Girls will meet at the 
church at 4:00 o’clock on Friday, Decem- 
ber 16th. 


GIFTS FOR THE CHURCH 


A beautiful banjo clock for the Alli- 
ance room has been given by Mrs. Agnes 
Wheeler; Mrs. O. H. Robinson donated 
two lamps and Mrs. Grimes a dozen decks 
of cards; Mrs. Mary Greble gave a hall 
seat, several pictures and two boxes of 
books. 


HUMANIST SERMONS 


The second shipment of Humanist 
Sermons has been sold out and a third 
has been ordered. It is expected that 
they will be here in time for those who 
wish to give them as Christmas gifts. 
Leave your order with Mrs. Hunt at the 
literature table. The book sells ordin- 
arily at $2.50. We are able to offer it 
at $1.50. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 


Christmas falls on Sunday this year. 
Plans are already under way for a spe- 
cial service that morning. At the conclu- 
sion of the service there will be a recep- 
tion of new members. Anyone who is 
contemplating joining is asked to notify. 
the church office. The invitation to mem- 
bership is open to all who feel themselves 
of kindred spirit with our church. 
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EAR PHONES 


We have had a good deal of trouble 
with the ear phones which have been 
installed to enable those who are hard of 
hearing to enjoy the service. But at 
length we think the difficulty is over- 
come. There are twelve of these phones 
on the center aisle. Those who use them 
are asked to observe the following in- 
structions. See that the plug is pushed 
clear in. There is a button on each plug 
marked with an arrow. As it is turned 
to the right the volume of sound is in- 
creased. Adjust it to suit yourself. The 
phone is easily disconnected by pulling 
out the plug. Call on the usher if you 
need assistance. 


SEX HYGIENE 


The second lectures on sex hygiene will 
be given at the church Sunday, Decem- 
ber 11th from 4:00 to 5:00 P.M. Dr. 
Helen Hunter speaks to the girls and 
women. Dr. Wm. D. Moore to the boys 
and men. The attendance last week was 
good and much satisfaction was expressed 
at the way the material was presented. 
The meetings are open to all young peo- 
ple. Parents may attend with them if 
they desire. 


A WORD OF THANKS 


The members of the committee for the 
Fair held last Saturday wish to thank all 
those who contributed so generously to the 
different tables, and also those who made 
the affair a success by their patronage. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Andantino” .. Rossini 
b. “Pastorale” from 
First Sonata. .Guilmant 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Light of Ages and of Nations,” 
Number 19. 
(The Congregation will be seated after the song.) 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Solo, “Earth is Enough”’=.-:.-. Warford 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Responsive Reading, “The Loom of 


Years,” Page 40. 
Announcements. 


Offertory, “Shepherd’s Pipes”....Harris 


Quartet, “The Long Day Closes”... 
OES ele Geen ae Sir Arthur Sullivan 


Address, ‘Do You Believe in the Person- 
ality of God?” 
Rev. Howard B. Bard 


Song, “When Thy Heart With Joy O’er- 
flowing,’ Number 41. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


NEW MEMBER 
Mrs. Edmund W. Pugh, 2015 N. New 


Hampshire Avenue, has become a member 
of the church. 


(Continued from Page 1, Column 1) 


not know. I am a seeker, not one who 


has found. 


But my inability to come to definite 
conclusion in no wise disturbs me. It is 
a stimulating state giving constant zest 
life. And though I 


make no pretense to have an answer toe 


and freshness to 


the riddle of the universe, I find great joy 
in those aspects of its unfathomed being 
which to my human understanding are of 
supreme importance. The pursuit of 
knowledge has for me a value that is 
quite independent of any theory concern- 
ing the final nature of things. Beauty is 
a delight to me no matter what its ex- 
planation may be. Love is no less real 
because I have no metaphysics to assure 
me that it is the fire that warms the dis- 
tant suns as well as that which burns in 


the human heart. 


After all, though we return again and 
again to the enigma of existence, the real 
business of life lies nearer at hand. We 
live in a world where there is impera- 
tive need of improvement on all sides. 
That is 


more important than explaining it. There 


There is evil to be overcome. 


is strength of character to be won; there 
are myriads of human needs crying out 
for satisfaction; there is creative work to 


be done in bettering the social conditions 
of men. We dare not wait for a solution 
to our riddle before plunging into these 
labors. They do not depend upon any 
one philosophy for their accomplishment, 
though at times one system seems to con- 
tain more inspiration for the work than 
another. What we need is tolerance for 
those who think what to us are strange 
thoughts, and co-operation in our com- 
mon human enterprise. “We cannot 
fathom the infinite. It is enough for us 
to love and serve humanity.” 
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SOME TOKENS OF THE RIGHT 
LIFE 


There are certain obvious marks of the 
higher life. One is purity. This does 
not mean that the senses shall be sup- 
pressed, but that the inferior part of our 
nature shall be taken up into the superior, 
the senses wedded to the soul. 

A second mark of the higher life is 
serenity, and there is perhaps no surer 
sign by which exalted natures can be 
known. To be serene under all circum- 
stances whatsoever, even in moments of 
imminent peril, in times of sudden rever- 
sal of fortune, of grievous personal loss 
or of public calamity, is the unmistakable 
badge of moral ripeness. But is it possi- 
ble to preserve one’s serenity in the su- 
preme trials of life? It is possible if we 
have formed the habit of asking on every 
occasion, What is it right to do now? 
The habit of fixing our attention on how 
we are to conduct ourselves, on what, in 
a given situation, and quite apart from 
our feelings, it is right to do, steadies the 
pulse, clears the eye, and preserves the 
tranquility of the soul. And there is al- 
ways something which it is right to do, 
even in the most desperate circumstances ; 
if it be only to maintain our dignity as 
human beings, to keep up the drooping 
spirits of those around us, and to assist 
our weaker brethren to the last. 

Another token of the higher life, which 
indeed is implied in the former, is the 
habit of taking what is called an objec- 
tive or impersonal view of our personal 
relations. This is especially helpful to 


self-control. We are at best but tyros 
in the art of living, so long as we con- 
tinue to give effect in our dealings with 
others to our mere personal antipathies 
and sympathies. As soon as we learn to 
speak and act medicinally, not from per- 
sonal resentment or under the impulse of 
personal attraction, but with a view to 
promoting the good in others, the whole 
atmosphere in which we breathe changes; 
a kind of perpetual sunshine illuminates 
our inner world, the clouds and mists 
dissolve, and peace reigns within the bor- 
ders of the soul. 

A fourth token of the higher life is 
wisdom. Wisdom is situated at the junc- 
tion of the intellectual and the moral fac- 
ulties. It is the most perfect willingness 
to do the right combined with the utmost 
attainable knowledge of what is right, 
and with the clearest perception of what, 
in a given situation, is feasible. Wisdom 
consists in working for the better from 
the love of the best. The world is full 
of reformers who thunder at the gates of 
the Impossible, seeking to force an en- 
trance, and who injure their cause, as 
well as themselves, by the inevitable re- 
action which ensues when their schemes 
are found to be impracticable. Wisdom 
teaches that it is possible to lead the 
higher life, even now. 

But the crowning grace of all is humil- 
ity, due to a sense of the incalculable 
distance which still separates us from the 
goal. FELIX ADLER, 

Founder of the Ethical Culture Move- 

ment. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1927 


The Ethical Culture Movement 


“My Idea of God” - over KNX 
Mr. Backus will speak at both hours. 
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THIS SUNDAY 

THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 

Mr. Benshimol will read passages from 
the Old Testament at the Church School 
on December 18th. 

Each member of the Church School is 
asked 
Christmas tree and a gift of imperishable 


food for a Church School gift to the 


to bring an ornament for the 


poor. These articles may be brought on 


December 18th or 25th. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Hu- 


man Sacrifice.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
THE SUPERMAN 


An estimate of the German Philosopher, 
Nietzsche, will be given before the Study 
Club by Mr. A. E. Briggs. 

Mr. Briggs is a lecturer on philosophic 
subjects and will give an impartial sum- 
mary of the Neitzsche conception of the 
“Will to Power.” 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Rand Mills will lead the discussion. 


NEXT SUNDAY—DECEMBER 25th. 


“A Jewish Life of Jesus” is the sub- 
ject of the sermon for Christmas Sunday. 
Joseph Klausner, a distinguished Jewish 
scholar living in Jerusalem, has written a 
most excellent book on the life of Jesus. 
Mr. Backus will present Jesus as he ap- 
pears to one of his own race. 

Special Christmas music has been pre- 
pared. The familiar songs will be sung 
and Mr. 
Philharmonic Orchestra 


by the quartet 
Walker of the 
will play the cello. 


and chorus, 


NEW TELESCOPE IN USE 


Weather permitting, the telescope will 
be in operation Friday night, December 
16, to see a transit of one of Jupiter’s 
moons, and interesting objects in the 
constellation Orion. 


ALLIANCE MEETING, DEC. 22 


The women of the Alliance will meet 
for sewing. A box Luncheon will be 
served at 12:30. 


CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 


The children’s Christmas party and 
program will be given on Tuesday, De- 
cember 27th, from two to five o'clock. 
Anyone wishing to contribute toward the 
expenses of this party may present their 
gift to Mr. or Mrs. Benshimol. 


MEMORIAL PLAQUE 


A beautiful memorial plaque, the gift 
of a friend, has been placed on the east 
side of the patio. It bears the names of 
Channing, Emerson and Starr King. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The pulpit flowers on December 11th 
were in memory of Dr. W. H. Fox, who 
for many years was a member of the 
Board of Trustees of this church. 


CHARLES FLETCHER DOLE 


The current number of the Christian 
Register carries the announcement of the 
death of Dr. Dole, one of the most dis- 
tinguished of Unitarian ministers. Dr. 
Dole preached for us on the occasion of 
his last trip to Honolulu to visit his son. 


THE SONG BOOKS 


Attention is again directed to the rul- 
ing that our song and service books are 
not for sale and are not to be taken from 
the church. A considerable number have 
been carried off and there is danger that 
our supply will be depleted to the point 
where we do not have enough for the 
Sunday congregation. 
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SEX HYGIENE 


The last of the lectures on Sex Hygiene 
by Dr. Helen Hunter and Dr. W. D. 
Moore will be given on Sunday after- 
noon, December 18th. At the conclusion 
of the lectures a social hour will be en- 
joyed. Misses Jean Cairns and Marjorie 
Levy are in charge of entertainment and 
refreshments. 


RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 

At the conclusion of the service on 
Christmas day there will be a public 
reception of members. 
contemplating joining is asked to obtain 
membership cards from the secretary and 
to return them, signed, to the church of- 
fice before Sunday the 25th. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Dr. W. H. Fox. 


Anyone who is 


Our highest truths are but half-truths. 

Think not to settle down for ever in any 
truth. 

Make use of it as a tent in which to pass 
a summer night, but build no house 
of it, or it will be your tomb. 

When you find the old irksome and con- 
fining, 

When you first have an inkling of its in- 
sufficiency, and begin to decry a grim 
counter truth looming up beyond, 

Then weep not, but give thanks. 

It is the Lord’s voice, whispering, “Take 
up thy bed and walk.” 

—ERNEST CROSBY. 


4 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a, “Caprice” ...Matthews 
b, “Gesu Bambino”... 
Bat fae bay. Pietro Yon 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Let There Be Light’—No. 26. 


(The congregation will be seated after 


the song.) 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “The Lamplit Hour Zeer 
ai coheed sha wiser etc ey rhe Gree Arthur A. Penn 


Responsive Reading, “The Higher 
Law,” Page 52. 


Announcements. 


Offertory, “Cradle Song”...dustin Dunn 


Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, Kipling’s “Mother O’ Mine’. Tours 


Cornelia Glover 


Address, “The Ethical Culture Move- 
ment.” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “Hail the Glorious, Golden City” 
—Number 46. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Conscience is the voice of Man, in- 
grained into our hearts, commanding us 
to work for man. The accumulated in- 
stinct of the race is poured into each one 
of us, and overflows us, as if the ocean 


were poured into a cup.—W. K. Clifford. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
The Treasurer says he would like to 
have you put the church on your list for 
a Christmas gift. A generous check from 
each one of our friends would enable him 


to meet all outstanding obligations and 


close the year without a deficit. 


NAPOLEON ON RELIGION 
“What I see in religion is, not the 
mystery of the incarnation, but social or- 
der. It associates with heaven an idea of 
equality which prevents the poor from 
massacreing the rich. Society cannot exist 
without inequality of property; but this 


latter cannot exist without religion. One 


who is dying of hunger when the man 
next to him is feasting on dainties, can 
only be sustained by a belief in a higher 


power and by conviction that in another 
world there will be a different distribu- 
tion of goods. 

“My firm conviction is that Jesus was 
put to death like any other fanatic who 
professed to be a prophet or a Messiah; 
there have been such persons at all times. 
For my part, I turn from the New Testa- 
ment to the Old, and there I find one man 
of mark, Moses. Besides, how 
could I accept a religion which would 
and Plato) eee 


cannot believe there is a God who pun- 


damn Socrates 


ishes and rewards, for I see honest folk 
unlucky and rogues lucky. Look at Tal- 
leyrand; he is sure to die in his bed !”— 


From Ludwig’s Napoleon. 


If an offense come out of the truth, 
better is it that the offense come than that 


the truth be concealed.—Thomas Hardy. 
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THE ETHICAL CULTURE 
MOVEMENT 


On May 15th, 1876, Mr. Felix Adler, a 
young professor of religious history and 
literature at Cornell University, ad- 
dressed a gathering of men and women in 
New York City, sketching a religious so- 
ciety imbued with the spirit of religion 
but without dogma. The reason for this 
meeting lay in the fact that the members 
of the group had a profound feeling that 
the life of man needs to be consecrated. 
They could no longer find this consecra- 
tion in the traditional religious doctrines 
and they were seeking for themselves and 
for their children something that would 
do for them what religion has done for 
the generations of the past. 

Dr. Adler proposed that they find this 
in the ethical ideal itself. Morality has 
always been the grain amid the chaff of 
religious systems. He pointed out that 
the moral law does not depend for its 
validity on the doubtful theological doc- 
trines with which it has been associated, 
and that it would gain immensely in 
power if it were exalted into a religion. 
There are two main ethical facts; first, 
my own indefeasible selfhood which is 
never to be sacrificed; second, the like 
selfhood of my fellows which is to be 
revered equally with my own. The ethical 
law is the opposite of the law of the 
jungle; that law is that life shall thrive 
upon life. The ethical law is that life 
shall thrive in promoting life. “So act,” 
says Dr. Adler, “As to elicit the best 
in others and thereby in yourself.” 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1927 


No. 15 


Out of this first meeting grew the Ethi- 
cal Culture Society of New York. In 
the half century following the movement 
spread until there are now six flourish- 
ing societies in this country,—in Brook- 
lyn, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, and 

(Continued on Page 4, Column 1) 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Our Society was founded in 1877. 
Christmas Sunday is, therefore, the last 
Sunday in our fiftieth year. We are 
celebrating it under most happy circum- 
stances, in our handsome new home. 
Through the generosity of one of our 
members a Christmas tree is being placed 
in the Patio. It will be illuminated on 
Christmas eve, as will also the new 
fountain. Watch for the star in the 
tower. 

At our regular service Sunday morn- 
ing there will be a special number by the 
choir. The quartet will sing familiar 
Christmas songs and Mr. Walker of the 
Philharmonic Orchestra will play the cello. 
The sermon will be the story of the life 
of Jesus as told by an eminent Jewish 
scholar. 

At the conclusion of the service there 
will be a reception of new members. A 
number have already indicated their in- 
tention of joining and the invitation is 
extended to the other friends of the con- 
gregation who are one with us in spirit 
but not as members of the organization. 

It will add depth to the joy of your 
Christmas tide to attend the service Sun- 
day morning. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1927. 


“A Jewish Portrait of Jesus” 
Address by the Minister 


10:50 A.M. 


° * a 
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THIS SUNDAY 

THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 

Christmas Readings will be given by 
Mr. Benshimol at the Church School on 
December 25th. 

The children are asked to bring the 
ornaments for the Christmas Tree this 
Sunday. Gifts of imperishable foods, 
which are to be given to a poor family 
may be sent to the church this week or 
brought to Church School on Sunday. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “The Christmas Cycle.” 


THE STUDY CLUB 


The Study Club will not meet on Sun- 
day, December 25th, nor on New Year’s 
morning, but will hold its next meeting 
on Sunday, January 8th. At that time 
Mr. A. E. Briggs will give a talk on 
“Eugenics.” 

Mr. Briggs’ talk last Sunday on 
“Nietzsche” was so interesting that the 
club requested him to continue his talk 
at the next meeting. Mr. Briggs lectures 
on Philosophy at the Polytechnic Evening 
School. 

Remember, no meeting on Christmas 
Sunday, December 25th or on New Year’s, 
January Ist. 


THE FELLOWSHIP 


The singing of Christmas Carols and 
a Christmas talk will be the feature of 
the meeting of the Fellowship on Christ- 
mas morning. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
January 1st, 1928 


Dr. Earl Morse Wilbur, President of 
the Pacific School for the Unitarian Min- 
istry, at Berkeley, is to visit us, and Mr. 
Backus has invited him to occupy the 
pulpit on the first Sunday of the New 
Year. A reply has not yet been received. 
In the event Dr. Wilbur is not able to 
accept Mr. Backus will speak on “Ameri- 
ca, the Outlook for 1928.” 


CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The children of the Church School will 
have a Christmas Party and program on 
Tuesday afternoon, December 27th, from 
two to five o’clock. Contributions toward 
the expense of this party may be left at - 
the church office or given to Mr. or Mrs. 
Benshimol. 


TELESCOPE IN OPERATION 
Mr. Wade invites you to visit the ob- 
servatory on Friday night, December 

23rd, to view the constellation Orion. 


STUDY CLUB PARTY 
On Thursday evening, December 29th, 
the Study Club will entertain at cards 
in the Alliance parlors. The members 
of the congregation are invited and 
you are asked to phone the church office, 
DUnkirk 4683, if you expect to attend... 


ALLIANCE MEETING POSTPONED 

Owing to the many engagements dur- 
ing Christmas week there will be no meet- 
ing of the Alliance on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 29th. 


DR. HELEN HUNTER 
As a result of the series of lectures 
given recently in the church on Sex Hy- 
giene, Dr. Helen Hunter has been asked — 
to repeat two of her lectures as a part — 
of a series of public lectures to be given 
in the Public Library. 


HUMANIST SERMONS 
Additional copies of the Humanist Ser- 
mons have been secured and may be ob- 
tained from Mrs. Hunt at the price of 
$1.50. The book sells regularly for $2.50 
but as Mr. Backus gets author’s rates on 
it we are able to pass the saving on to 
you. The volume contains eighteen ser- 
mons by men who represent the Human- 
ist position in our church. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS * 

The Treasurer says he would like to 
have you put the church on your list for 
a Christmas gift. A generous check from 
each one of our friends would enable him 
to meet all outstanding obligations and 
close the year without a deficit, = 
— Se 


asey 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


Reserve the evening of Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 10th for the Annual Meeting. Din- 
ner will be served at 6:30 and the busi- 
ness meeting with reports from various 
officers follow. 
There is important business to be trans- 
acted and it is essential that there should 
be a full attendance. The following com- 
mittees have been appointed: Nomina- 
tions, Mr. O. H. Robinson, Mr. A. V. 
Andrews, Mr. H. M. Binford. Budget: 
Mr. H. M. Binford, Mr. H. B. Brackett, 
Mrs. Mary West. 


and organizations will 


THE MESSAGE OF MAN 


The compilation of Ethical Scriptures, 
by Stanton Coit, entitled “The Message of 
Man,” is published by The American Uni- 
tarian Association. Mr. Backus com- 
mended the volume in his address Sun- 
day and a number of the members of the 
congregation asked where they could get 
it. We are ordering several copies to 
meet the demand and if there are others 
who desire to secure it the church office 
will send in their orders. 


EAR PHONES 


The officers of the church wish to be 
informed of all the persons who wish to 
use the ear phones in the church on Sun- 
day mornings so that the necessary num- 
ber may be provided. If you wish to have 
the use of a phone please leave your name 
with the church secretary. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
a.“Angelus” from Scenes Pittoresques 
Serer eet UleS I assenee 
b.“Pastoral Symphony’ from The 


Messiahvecre teiie colette. Handel 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Adeste Fideles....... Italian Traditional 


Quartet and Chorus 
Song, “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day,’ Number 13. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” 
English Traditional 
Responsive Reading, “Sayings of Jesus,” 
Page 45. 
Announcements. 
Offertory, Organ, “Christmas Fantasy” 
NED sco a aooot pant Rebling 
(on a theme by J. S. Bach) 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, Cello, “To the Evening Star’ from 
Tannhauser 
Carlyle Walker 
Solo, “Silent Night”.. German Traditional 
Nellie Coburn Walker 
Cello Obligato, Carlyle Walker 
Address, “A Jewish Portrait of Jesus.” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 


Number 47. 

Benediction. 

Postlude, “Hallelujah Chorus,” from The 
Messiah ep 7htc5. nce anion Handel 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 
St. Louis, as well as New York. It is 
also represented in Europe by societies 
in England, Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland. 

The educational ideal has lain at the 
core of all their work. Dr. Adler recog- 
nized at the outset that the ethical life is 
not merely a matter of fine precepts, but 
that if it is to be made effective it must 
be rooted in the habits of men. Con- 


sequently the Ethical Societies have been 
educational institutions intended to create 
those habits through which the light of 
ethical principles shines. In New York 
City the Society has developed a school 
which has the reputation of being the best 
private school in the city. In celebration of 
their 50th anniversary they laid the corner 
stone of the new Pre-vocational school in 
which the boys and girls are to learn the 
ideals of the professions or business they 
propose to enter and acquire the spirit 
which shall enable them to fuller measure 


- to carry these ideals into the active ser- 


vice of the world. 

The Ethical movement has many times 
been criticised on the ground that it lacks 
motive power. ‘Mere morality,” say the 
critics, “can never constitute a religion.” 
The reply is in Emerson’s famous phrase: 
‘(Mere Morality’, which is as much as 
to say: ‘Poor God, with nobody to help 
him.’” The leaders of the Ethical Move- 
ment contend that morality thought out — 
gives an adequate philosophy of religion. 
In the ethical experience one enters di- 
rectly into a world of super-sensible real- 
ity,—the ideal world of goodness, beauty, 
and truth. This ideal world is more reali 
than the world revealed by our senses. F 
Indeed it is alone real. “The Good is the — 
real,” says Stanton Coit of the Ethical — 
Society of London. The philosophical — 
yasis of the movement is Absolute Ideal- 
ism. But the leaders do not insist on this — 
metaphysics as a necessary condition of 
membership. They maintain that same 
principle of freedom which is so precious 
to our Unitarian Churches. 

Indeed there is a close kinship between 
the Ethical Culture Societies and the Uni- 
tarian Church. We are alike interested — 
in creating a high type of character; we — 
share the conviction that the ethical ideal 
is the heart of religion; we have both es- 
tablished freedom as the basis of union 
within our bodies; and we have both 
reached the level of the universal in re- 
ligion. There should be an increasin 
measure of fellowship and cooperation 
between us. 
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OUR DISTINGUISHED GUEST 
KNX 
Dr. Earl Morse Wilbur, President of 
the Pacific School for the Unitarian Min- 
istry at Berkeley, will be the preacher 
Sunday morning. Dr. Wilbur has writ- 
ten the best history of the Unitarian 
movement that has been published. It is 
entitled “Our Unitarian Heritage.’ It is 
a volume that every member of our con- 
gregation should read. 


By the special request of Mr. Backus, 
Dr. Wilbur will speak Sunday on “The 
Meaning and Lesson of Unitarian His- 
tory.” The address will be of great value 
in itself and it will provide an excellent 
background for the series on Unitarian 
Prophets which Mr. Backus is to give 
during the remainder-of January. Let us 
pay Dr. Wilbur the compliment of a full 
house. 


A JEWISH PORTRAIT OF JESUS 


A distinguished Jewish scholar, Joseph 
Klausner, living in Jerusalem has writ- 
ten a “Life of Jesus” which has quickly 
taken its place among the best studies of 
the subject. Klausner writes with a more 
intimate knowledge of Jewish literature, 
and of the conditions which existed at 
the time of Jesus than any Christian 
scholar. In addition he shows himself to 
be thoroughly acquainted with the whole 
range of Christian literature bearing on 
the life of Jesus. He seeks conscienti- 
ously to maintain a genuinely historical 


(Continued on page 4, col. 1) 


FINANCES FOR 1928 


The budget which will be presented at 
the Annual Meeting on January 10th calls 
for approximately $20,000.00. The officers 
are making every effort to keep down the 
expenses so that the church may not be- 
We 
have a fine building in which we take 
a just pride and we want enough funds to 
run it properly. The amount which is 
asked for is, after all, relatively modest. 
There are twenty-five churches in the 
denomination that expend more for cur- 
rent expenses than that figure. Some of 
them have budgets more than twice as 
large as ours. 


come a burden to the congregation. 


We want to raise the money in as effec- 
tive’ and economical a way as possible. 
The officers do not want to have to hire 
the work done, but they are busy people 
and can not undertake so large a task un- 
aided. The cooperation of the congre- 


gation is therefore solicited. What is de- 
sired is that each individual shall volun- 
tarilly turn in his own subscription. 


When we say “individual” we mean pre- 
cisely that. We want a subscription from 
each man and each woman and each child 
connected with the church. The family 
subscriptions should be divided and each 
member fill out a separate card. We 
should have at least a thousand subscrip- 
tions where in the past we have never 
had in excess of two hundred and fifty. 


Many persons have felt that because 


(Continued on page 3, col. 2) 


SUNDAY, JANUARY Ist, 1928 
DR. EARL MORSE WILBUR 


President of the Pacific School for the Unitarian Ministry 
will speak at 10:50 A.M 
“The Meaning and Lesson of Unitarian History.” 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The subject for January 1st will be 
“Judaism”. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Sa- 
viour Gods”. 


THE STUDY CLUB 


There will not be a meeting of the 
Study Club until January 8th. At that 
time Mr. A. E. Briggs will give a talk on 
“Eugenics”. Mr. Briggs is a very popu- 
lar speaker with this group and it is ex- 
pected that a large number will be pres- 
ent to hear him on January 8th. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 
Rand Mills will lead the discussion. 


KNX 
At 6:30 P.M. Mr. Backus will speak 
over KNX using as his subject “A Jew- 
ish Portrait of Jesus.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
JANUARY 8th, 1928 


Mr. Backus will begin a series of ad- 
dresses on Unitarian Prophets. The first 
will be on William Ellery Channing who 
occupies a niche in America’s Hall of 
Fame and is commonly regarded as the 
founder of the Unitarian movement in 
this country. The succeeding addresses 
will be on Emerson, Theodore Parker, 
and James Martineau, the greatest name 
in English Unitarianism. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The following persons became mem- 
bers of the church on Sunday: ‘Timothy 
G. Turner, 909 Architects’ Bldg.; D. G. 
Andrews, 545 S. Figueroa; Grace War- 
ren Dubois, 842 S. Berendo; Richard 
Pearce, 8152 Revelle Ave., Southgate; 
Edgar A. Wyatt, 1742% Orchard Ave.; 
Harry C. Hum, 2118 Hobart Blvd. 


~The business meeting with reports from 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The Camp Fire Girls will enjoy a hike 
on Friday afternoon. Details for the 
affair may be had by calling Mrs. Brown, 
OXford 3592. 


THE FORUM 


At the Forum on Friday night at 7:00 
o’clock Dr. Frederick W. Roman will 
speak on “The Predecessors of Kant.” At 
8:00 o’clock the usual Current Event hour 
will be conducted. 4 


ALLIANCE BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON, 
JANUARY 5 4 


The January birthdays will be cele- 
brated at the Alliance luncheon on Janu- 
ary 5th at 12:30. Dr. Evangeline Jordan, 
a celebrated dentist of the city will speak 
on “Influences Affecting the Development 
of Teeth.” 

After the business meeting at 2:00 
o’clock Mrs. Edgar Stanley will review 
the book, “Psychology of Woman,” by 
Gina Zombroso. , 


TRUSTEES MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held Tuesday 
evening, January 3rd at 8:00 o’clock in 


the office of the church. a 
ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Church will 
be held in the Community Hall on the 
evening of Tuesday, January 10th. Sup- 
per will be served at 6:30 P.M. Adults 
75 cents, children 50 cents. The reserva- 
tions for the dinner must be made wit 


the church secretary not later than Sun- 
day January 8th. 


the various organizations will be held im 
mediately following the supper. Those 
who are unable to attend the dinner a1 
urged to come in for the meeting. 


TELESCOPE IN USE 


On Friday night the moon will be th 
object of interest in the telescope. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Monday, Wednesdays and Fri- 
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appointment. 

Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
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HUMANIST SERMONS 


There are only six copies of “Humanist 
Sermons” left. We are unable to get 
more at the price of $1.50, so if you are 
anxious to have one of the books your 
order should be in at once. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 


the amount they could give was small it 
was not worth while to fill out a sub- 
scription card. It is 
very important that we should know in 
advance as nearly as possible how much 


This is a mistake. 


of an income we are to have. It is more 
wholesome for a church to depend on 
many small pledges than on a few large 
ones. The aggregate of the small amounts 
is a substantial sum. So if you are able 
to give no more than ten cents a week 
please fill out a card. We are glad to 
supply a package of envelopes, one en- 
velope for each week, to those who desire 
to put their contribution in the collection 
basket. This method has proved a help 
to church finances elsewhere and we are 
eager to develop it further in our organi- 
zation. 


The pledge cards will be distributed at 
Church Sunday morning. You are asked 
to give the matter your careful consider- 
ation and come prepared to fill in the 
amount which your means permit. Sun- 
day is the first day of the New Year; 
what better resolve than that of giving to 
your church through 1928 your fullest 
personal and financial support! 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, “Preludium”....... Gaul 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Song, “Ring Out Wild Bells,’ Number 11. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “To Thee, O Country”...... 
Sard ets tie iste eee Julius Eichberg 
Responsive Reading, “Freedom.” Page 39. 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “Andante Cantabile” from 
Symphony (No 4c chrcs aera Widor 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “I Would Be True” arranged 
to Londonderry Air..Coleman-Chick 
Cornelia Glover 


Address, “The Meaning and Lesson of 
Onitarrany History circ. loess 
Sleek aeons Dr. Earl Morse Wilbur 


Song, “When Thy Heart With Joy 
O’erflowing.” Number 41. 


Benediction. 
Postlude. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 1) 
and objective point of view; he is a 
scientist, after the facts, and not a pro- 
pagandist. 

Klausner holds that the most import- 
ant event in the life of Jesus was his Bap- 
tism by John the Baptist. Then he caught 
a glimpse of himself as the Messiah and 
his consciousness that he was called to 
this great office determined his career. 
For a period he kept the secret locked up 
in his own heart because he knew that 
he could not conform to the conventional 
conceptions of the Messiah. 

His belief that the present order in the 
world was shortly to come to an end and 
that God would intervene to establish His 
Kingdom powerfully influenced his ethical 
teaching. He has given to the world one 
of the most marvelous codes of ethics 
that has ever been produced. Yet it is 


extreme in some of the requirements that 
it makes and these extremes are to be ac- 
counted for on the grounds that he be- 
lieved it was only a short time till all 
things should be made new. If the world 
is to be made over at any moment you 
can afford to give your goods to the poor, 
to take no thought for the morrow, to dis- 
regard family ties, to resist not evil. The 
result of these extremes in the teaching 
of Jesus has been that for the most part 
Christianity has divorced its ethics from 
its practice because it has felt that the 
ideals of Jesus are capable of realization 
only in a monastery apart from the world. 
Yet even so the humanitarian spirit of 
Jesus, his profound sense of the worth of 
the individual man, his gospel of good- 
will and service have exerted a vast in- 
fluence for good in the world and place 
us deeply in his debt. 

In accordance with his conviction that 
he was the Messiah he went to Jerusalem 
to announce himself. At first the people 
turned to him eagerly thinking that per- 
chance he might be the man who was to 
save them from Rome but as quickly as 
they discovered that he did not intend to 
resort to political methods but relied on 
calling them to repentance to usher in the 
new day they deserted him and he fell 
into the hands of his enemies, the priests. 


- He was given a preliminary hearing be- 


fore the Sanhedrin where he specifically 
stated that he was the Messiah. This 
seemed blasphemy to the members of that 
body and they turned him over to the 
Roman governor as a traitor to the Em- 
pire and as such he was crucified. The 
story of his last days and_ his heart- 
broken end on the cross is one of the most 
tragic tales of history and well designed 
to arouse the sympathy of the sensitive. 
Combined with his strong personality 
which stamped itself indelibly on his fol- 
lowers and his lofty teaching it made an 
admirable starting point for a new re- 
ligion. 


something new and Christianity 
with his death. 


Jesus lived and died a Jew, but 
in his teaching there were the seeds of — 


began 
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THE LESSON OF UNITARIAN 
HISTORY 


Dr. Earl Morse Wilbur, President of 
the Pacific School for the Unitarian Min- 
istry, said in his address Sunday that it 
is impossible to define Unitarianism in 
terms of belief because the content of be- 
lief is constantly undergoing a change. 
This is hard for outsiders to understand 
because they have been accustomed to 
think of all churches in terms of creeds. 
But there is something more fundamental 
to the Unitarian than belief and that is 
which history has 
intellec- 


certain principles 
taught him endure while the 
tual statement of faith changes from age 
to age. These principles are summed up 
in the words, Freedom, Reason, Toler- 
ance. 


They did not emerge full fledged at 
the beginning of our history but have 
been developed by a slow and costly 
process. Four hundred and fifty years 
ago this process began in Europe. It was 
initiated by Servetus who appealed from 
the authority of the creeds to the greater 
freedom of the Bible and who was burned 
at the stake by Calvin for his revolt 
against authority. It was carried on in 
Poland by Socinus whose appeal to 
reason in religion gave a mighty impetus 
towards Unitarianism; he also suffeerd 
severe persecution because of the position 
he took. In Transylvania at this early 
period the ruling men became Unitarian 
and they used their power to establish 
the first law of the Christian world pro- 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 8th, 1928. 


William Ellery Channing 
Father of American Unitarianism 


cd 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 


One of the most important events in 
our church year is the Annual Meeting 
which will be held this year on Tuesday 
evening, January 10th. It is always a 
happy social occasion as well as an oc- 
casion for hearing reports of the activi- 
ties of the various organizations during 
the past year and for transacting busi- 
ness. Dinner will be served at 6:30 P.M. 
The price is 75 cents for adults and 50 
cents for children. Reservations must be 
made in advance. Our banquet room 
will accommodate only 225 at the tables. 
Phone your reservations to the Church 
office, DUnkirk 4683, or leave them with 
the Secretary on Sunday. Those who are 
unable to attend the dinner are invited 
to come in for the meeting afterwards 
which will begin at about 7:45 P.M. It 
is important for the welfare of the church 
that we have a large attendance. Mr. 
Berkeley Blake, Field Secretary for the 
Pacific Coast will be present. Remem- 
ber to make your reservations at once. 


tecting people from persecution for their 
religious convictions. 

In England, quite independently of the 
continent, the same movement towards 
freedom, reason, and tolerance in religion 
was carried on by such men as John 
Bidle, who paid the price of death for 
his temerity; Theophilus Lindsey, founder 
of the first Unitarian Church of England 
of which Benjamin Franklin was a mem- 
ber during his stay in~London; and 

(Continued on Page 4) 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 

THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 

The subject for Church School on Sun- 
day, January 8th will be “Stories from 
the Old Testament.” A moving picture 
will be shown promptly at 10:00 o’clock 
and the children are urged to be on 
time. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Mythri- 


” 


asm,” Christianity’s early rival. 


THE STUDY CLASS—$9:50 A.M. 


Mr. A. E. Briggs will address the 
Study Club on January 8th on the subject 
“Eugenics”. The Club has not had a 
meeting for two Sundays and it is hoped 
that a large number will attend to hear 
Mr. Briggs in this most interesting dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. Briggs conducts a lecture course at 
the Polytechnic Evening School on Phil- 
osophy. An announcement of the new 
series will soon be given. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 


Mr. Alfred Benshimol will address the 
Fellowship on the subject “Foundations 
of a Modern Religion.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
JANUARY 15TH 


One of the greatest names in American 
history is that of Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
He was for a time a Unitarian Minister 
and exercised a powerful influence on the 
development of Unitarian thought. In 
his sermon of next Sunday Mr. Backus 
will tell the story of the man and his 
philosophy. 


THE TELESCOPE 


The double star, Castor, will be one of 
the objects of interest in the telescope on 
Friday night, January 6th. The use of 
the telescope is free and everyone is in- 
vited to enjoy it. 


MADAME SEVERANCE MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 


A memorial service, honoring Madame 
Severance, founder of the Los Angeles 
Unitarian Church, will be held on Thurs- 
day afternoon, January 12th at 2:00 
o'clock. Mrs. Frank Gibson will give a 
review of the early history of the church 
and of Madame Severance’s life, and 
Miss Leta Horlocker will discuss the 
painting of Madame Severance which 
now hangs in the Alliance parlor. Mrs. 
W. A. Spauding will also speak. Mrs. 
Richert and Mrs. Orrin Peterson will 
contribute music to the program. At the 
close of the program an informal recep- — 
tion will be held and tea will be served. 


All of the women of the congregation 
and of the other Unitarian churches in 
the vicinity of Los Angeles are most cor- 
dially invited to attend. 


ALLIANCE BRIDGE TEA ; 


A bridge tea, under the auspices of , 
the Alliance will be given on Picea 
afternoon, January 13th. Tickets are 50c. 
The Misses Chapin are hostesses for the © 


. a 
occasion. It is hoped that a large oe 


ber will avail themselves of this oppor- 
tunity to assist the Alliance and to be- 
come better acquainted with the women 
of this organization. 


{ 


MEMORIAL PLACQUE 


A memorial placque has been placed in 
the base of the fountain in the patio by 
members of the Knight family in mem- 
ory of Wm. H. Knight, Ella Waters 
Knight and Irving Knight, all of whom 
were at one time members of this 
church. 


HUMANIST SERMONS 


Our supply of Humanist Sermons i 


exhausted. ‘Those who now desire 


$2.50. 
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FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 

A very splendid response was received 
to the appeal for subscriptions to the sup- 
port of the Church last Sunday. One 
hundred and twenty-three persons signed 
cards pledging something in excess of 
$6000.00. This is a fine start and gives 
us 30% of the amount needed for the 
budget. Of course the first third is always 
the easiest and the last third the hardest 
to raise. Remember our goal is some 


_ subscription from every friend of the 


church. The campaign will be continued 
until everyone has had his opportunity to 
contribute. Would it not be fine if we 
could come up to the Annual Meeting 
with the assurance that the budget had 
been met for the next year? 

In making the appeal Sunday Mr. 
Backus likened our church to the glands 
of internal secretion which the doctors 
have been telling us about in recent years, 
They are obscure and the amount of sub- 
stance which they pump into the system is 
very small and yet they exercise a tre- 
mendous influence on the health and effici- 
ent functioning of the body. Our church 
does not bulk large in this vast city and 
yet it is continually pouring into the so- 
cial life certain elements of progressive 
thought and idealism which are essential 
to the health and proper functioning of 
society. The money which you give to 
the support of the church is helping to 
keep this “gland” at work, secreting its 
stimulating and invigorating thought 
stream into the body of our community 
life. Make your contribution as gener- 
ous as your means permit. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


a. “Jubilate Deo” ..Silver 
b.“Pastorale” .Schminke 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Organ Prelude, 


Song, “Comradeship,’ Number 57. 
Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response, “May the Words of My Mouth.” 


Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “A Call to Worship”....Rogers 


Responsive Reading, “Human Dignity,” 


Page 48. 


Announcements. 


Offertory, “A Song of the Night”.. Wilkes 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, a“Invictus’72 causes ate Bruno Huhn 
Howard Kerr 
Address, “William Ellery Channing, 


Father of American Unitarianism.” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “Life of Ages,” Number 4. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


LONG BEACH TO INSTALL NEW 
MINISTER 


Rev. Thomas P. Byrnes, recently called 
as the minister of the Unitarian Church 
in Long Beach, will be installed at a 
special service Sunday night, January 8th 
at 7:30 P.M. Our Long Beach friends 
always turn out in force whenever any- 
thing of importance is taking place in the 
Unitarian Churches of Southern Califor- 
nia. Let us reply in kind and send a 
large delegation to participate in the in- 
stallation of their new minister. Those 
who have extra seats in their machines 
are asked to notify the Secretary and 
those who desire transportation do the 
same. Mr. Backus is to be one of the 
speakers. 


¥ 


THE FORUM 


The Forum, conducted by Dr. Fred- 
erick W. Roman, will be held as usual on 
Friday night from seven until nine. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 
Joseph Priestly, famous scientist and Uni- 
tarian preacher, whose appeal to reason 
nearly cost him his life and compelled 
him to flee to America. 

In our own country the movement 
found fruitful soil because of the favor- 
able political conditions. It was pushed 
forward by Channing who insisted on 
bringing the doctrines of Calvinism be- 
fore the bar of reason and conscience; 
Emerson with his gospel of self-reliance; 
and Theodore Parker who gave practical 
application in the field of religion to the 
principle that he had learned from Emer- 
son. But the movement was not carried 
to its logical conclusion until after a se- 
vere conflict in the Western Unitarian 
Conference which resulted in a vote by 
that body that it would not condition its 
fellowship by any dogmatic tests and that 
anyone who found that he could be of 
help or derive help by membership was 
welcome. Complete spiritual freedom 
had been won; even the agnostic and the 
atheist would not be excluded. 


The result is that today we have a 
church which is committed to the prin- 
ciple of freedom, to the application of 
reason to all matters of belief, and to 
tolerance of those who come to different — 
conclusions from our own. But important — 
as are these principles they are not ends 
in themselves but rather the conditions 
under which alone we are convinced a 
healthy and fruitful religious life can be — 
developed. We must go forward to make — 
our freedom, our reason, our tolerance the j 
means of enriching human life, deepening a 
its emotional satisfactions, providing it 
with fuller opportunity to fulfill the 
promise of its powers. We are not at the 
end of the journey but only just well 
equipped for the long road that lies 
ahead. 


The 
Los Angeles Unitarian 


Vol. 3 


WILLIAM ELLERY CHANNING 


No one man can claim the distinction 
of being the founder of the Unitarian 
church in America; it was the product of 
the work of a number of men and of the 
general spirit of the times. But a pre- 
eminent part was played by William El- 
lery Channing, who has been called “the 
American Luther,’ carrying the Reforma- 
tion forward towards its logical conclu- 
sion. 

Born one hundred twenty-five years 
ago in Newport, R. I., he became at the 
age of twenty-three, minister of the Fed- 
eral Street Society in Boston. For twelve 
years he worked quietly away, develop- 
ing those powers which made him the 
outstanding preacher of Boston and fit- 
ted him for the larger leadership he was 
to assume. Emerson regarded him as 
one of the three most eloquent preachers 
he had ever heard. 

The Congregational Churches of New 
England in those days were dominated by 
a rigid Calvinistic theology, but by 1810 
a cleavage had begun to appear and there 
were certain ministers with whom the 
orthodox clergy would not exchange pul- 
pits because of their known heresies. 
Channing’s own emancipation from Cal- 
vinism was gradual but certain and by 
1815 he had become the acknowledged 
leader of the liberal forces. 

The crisis came in 1819 when Chan- 
ning was invited to preach the sermon 
of ordination for Jared Sparks in a 
church that had been organized in Balti- 
more on definitely Unitarian lines. This 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 15th, 1928 
“RALPH WALDO EMERSON” 


Radio Sermon KNX 6: 30 P.M. 


1928 No. 18 


Baltimore sermon is a landmark in Uni- 
tarian history. As a result of it the Con- 
gregational churches of New England 
were rent in twain, one hundred of them 
becoming avowedly Unitarian; under the 
stimulus of Channing’s clear expression 
of the Unitarian position many new 
churches sprang into being conceived in 
his spirit. 

Judged from the standpoint of today 
Channing’s Baltimore sermon is in many 
respects exceedingly conservative. He 
appealed to the Bible, rejecting Calvin- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


RUMMAGE SALE 


The Woman’s Alliance is to conduct 
a Rummage Sale Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, January 17th and 18th, in a store 
which they have rented at 2111 Central 
Avenue. They depend entirely on the 
members of the congregation to supply 
them with the articles that are to be 
sold. It is only your co-operation that 
can make it a success. Look over your 
things and bring to the church on Sun- 
day any articles that you can dispense 
with. The people in the vicinity of the 
store are very eager to purchase all 
sorts of things. You will be rendering 
them a service and making a contribu- 
tion to the church at the same time. The 
women would appreciate the donation of 
a small truck to take the goods from the 
church to the store on Monday.  Re- 
member to bring your bundle with you 
when you come to the -service on Sun, 
day. Everything is acceptable. 


, ca 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 
The subject for Church School on Jan- 
uary 15th will be “The Structure of the 
Bible.” A motion picture will be shown 
promptly at ten o'clock. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Mes- 
sianic Hope.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 

The Study Club will continue the dis- 
cussion of Eugenics. Mr. A. E. Briggs, 
who spoke on the subject last Sunday, 
Dr. William D. Moore; Mrs. J. P. Hunt 
and Mrs. Washburn will each make short 
talks. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 

Mrs. Backus will begin a series of four 
talks on the founders of four of the 
world’s great religions. On January 
15th the subject will be, “Confucius, the 
Wise Old Man of the East.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
January 22nd 
Mr. Backus will continue the series of 
addresses on Unitarian Pioneers, speaking 
on Theodore Parker. The graduating 
class of the Los Angeles College of Chiro- 
practic will attend the service, having 
voted to make this their baccalaureate 
sermon. 
THE TELESCOPE 
The telescope will be in use Friday 
night. The constellation Orion and some 
objects in the Milky Way will be on ex- 
hibition. 
CAMP FIRE GIRLS 
The regular meeting of the Camp Fire 
Girls will be held at the home of Char- 
lotte Lathrop, 1730 S. Ardmore, on Fri- 
day, January 13th, after school. 


THE FORUM 
The Social Science Forum under the 
direction of Dr. F. W. Roman will meet 
in the auditorium of the church on Fri- 
day night from seven until nine. 


ALLIANCE BRIDGE TEA 
January 13th 

A Bridge Tea under the auspices of the 
Alliance will be held in the Alliance par- 
lor on Friday afternoon, January 13th. 
Tickets are 50c and may be obtained 
from the Misses Chapin who are hostes- 
ses for the afternoon. All the women of 
the congregation and their friends are in- 
vited. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 
January 18th 
The January meeting of the Laymen’s 
League will be held at the church on 
Wednesday evening, January 18th. Sup- 
per at 75c will be served at 6:30. Reser- 


vations must be made at the church office © 


(DUnkirk 4683) on or before Monday, 
January 16th. 

Professor John T. Hill of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California who has 
just returned from a trip around the 
world will speak on “Burning Problems 
Around the World.” 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON 
January 19th 
The program for the Alliance meeting 
on January 19th will be under the direc- 
tion of the West Coast Art Club, a group 
of women painters of Southern Califor- 
At lunch Mrs. Emelia Goldsworthy 
“How the Artist 


nia. 
Clark will speak on 
Looks at Life.” 
ing at two o’clock the program will in- 
clude a talk by Mrs. Evelyn Nunn Mil- 


After the business meet- — 


ler on “Sketching in Foreign Fields” and — 


Mrs. Nell Brooker Mayhew will discuss 
“Art in Every Day Living.” Mrs. Ralph 
Laughlin and daughter, Miss Harriet, 
will give a group of three piano duets 
by MacDowell, “Night by the Sea;” “A 
Tale of Knightly Days,” and “Ballad.” 


Miss Laughlin will play “The Witches” 


by MacDowell as a piano solo. 


wwe 


The West Coast Art Club will have r 


in the Alliance room all through the 
month of January an exhibition of work 
done by members. | 
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MR. AND MRS. BACKUS AT HOME 


On the remaining Tuesdays of January 
Mr. and Mrs. Backus will keep informal 
“at home” to the members of the congre- 
gation. You are cordially invited to call 
at their residence, 1101 Magnolia street, 
on one of these Tuesdays either during 
the afternoon or in the evening. 


DR. GEORGE R. DODSON 


Arrangements are being made to secure 
Dr. George R. Dodson, minister of the 
Church of the Unity in St. Louis, as our 
pulpit supply during the month of Jan- 
uary. Dr. Dodson is one of the most 
distinguished of Unitarian ministers. He 
is Professor of Philosophy in Washington 
University, St. Louis, and is the author 
of a book on the Philosophy of Bergson. 
We are very fortunate to be able to have 
him. 

Mr. Backus has been invited to be one 
of the speakers the first week in July at 
the Isles of Shoals when Unitarian young 
people from all over the country assemble 
for their annual conference. 


IN MEMORIAM 
H. C. Neuschafer, 


NEW MEMBERS 


Edward W. Brewer, Jr., 2121 Man- 
ning Avenue, Los Angeles, and Miss 
Helen B. Thompson, 4272 Rosewood 
Avenue, Los Angeles, joined the church 
on Sunday. Miss Thompson joined by 
letter from the First Congregational 
Church of Manhattan, Kansas. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Maestoso”. MacDowell 
b. “A ‘Sea’ Song’”>:). ./... 

aks hetoses MacDowell 
c. “Isle of Dreams”... 


Ete denen ahonete Torjussen 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Lord of My Heart’s Elation,” 
Number 27. 

Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 


Howard Kerr 


Quartet. “Trees?” genre Rasbach-Deis 


Responsive Reading, “Wisdom,” Page 50 
Announcements. 


Offertory, “Traum” from Tristam and 
Isolde Wagner 


Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “The Human Touch”....... Nevin 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address, “Ralph Waldo Emerson”.... 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “Forward Through the Ages,” 
Number 69. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 1) 


ism because its doctrines were not found 
therein. But his method of interpreting 
the Bible was a rational one and his chief 
charge against Calvinism was that its 
offended his reason and did 
Chan- 
ning was by temperament averse to con- 
troversy but when he struck he put all 
his power into the blow. He said that 
the Calvinistic theology made of the 
cross of Christ “the central gallows” of 
This description gave deep 
offense but Channing was so thoroughly 


doctrines 
violence to his moral conscience. 


the universe. 


convinced of the evil that was being done 
by the doctrines of total depravity and 
election that he was willing to give of- 
fense to clear them away. 


When the flames of controversy died 
down Channing gave his attention to 
what many regard as his supreme work. 
This was his leadership in the cause of 
social reform. The central idea of his 
religion was the infinite worth of the 
human soul; anything which degraded the 
soul of man was to him unbearable. He 
threw himself into the battle against 
poverty, became the champion of the 
laboring classes, undertook to secure 
prison reform, was the friend and in 
spirer of Horace Mann, the founder of 
the American Public School, preached 
vigorously against the evil of war, con- 
tributed what have been pronounced by 
G. W. Curtis the most powerful docu- 
ments of the anti-slavery literature. His 
efforts in these directions cost him dearly; 
the affection of his people grew cold. 
Prominent members of his congregation — 
would pass him on the street without 
speaking to him. They regretted that 
his reputation was so great that they 
could not summarily dismiss him. He 
pursued his course, deeply wounded, but 
undaunted. | 


In his later years Channing revealed — 
the depths of his loyalty to the princi- 
ples of freedom, reason, and tolerance ] 
which he held central. He decried the — 
tendency to develop a Unitarian ortho- ; 
doxy; he insisted that it should be kept ; 
the “unsectarian sect; he proved himself | 
the friend of such young men as Emer: — 
son and Parker who held views that he 
deplored; he saw that Unitarian thought ; 
must continue to evolve beyond the point — 
he had reached. He was always young ; 
for liberty. He was ever ready to apply — 
the test of reason and to keep the open 
mind; he was never blinded by the bar- 
riers of sect to the good in others; he wa 
the dauntless champion of social progress. 
He has given us an example that should 
ever keep us true to his spirit. ; 


=_— 
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EMERSON 

For a period of three years and a half 
Ralph Waldo Emerson was the minister 
of a Unitarian Church in Boston. He 
then resigned because he could not con- 
scientiously administer the Lord’s Supper 
and the members of the Church would 
not accede to his request that the rite be 
changed to a simple commemorative ser- 
vice without the use of the elements. He 
also objected to the requirement of a 
formal prayer in the service and in later 
years when he was invited to preach in 
Unitarian churches always declined when 
the service demanded a prayer from 
him. Though he ceased to be a Uni- 
tarian minister he continued his connec- 
tion with the denomination and to the 
end of his life was a contributor to the 
American Unitarian Association. 

He said of himself that he continued 
to be a minister but that his parish was 
“young men inquiring their way.” He 
exercised a tremendous influence in help- 
ing such young men to find their way; 
it was not his way that he asked them to 
tread, but their own, for the gospel of 
self-dependence lay at the very core of 
his being. He was ready to say of any 
man, the greatest the world has produced, 
“what he announces I must find true in 
me or reject.” He inculcated this prin- 
ciple in all who turned to him for guid- 
ance. 

Someone has said that when Emerson 
ceased to write sermons he began un- 
consciously to write scripture. There is 
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BLUE SUNDAY LAW 

A law is now before the Congress of 
the United States providing that, with 
certain exceptions, it shall be unlawful 
in the District of Columbia for anyone 
to work on “the Lord’s Day, commonly 
called Sunday.” The proponents of the 
measure boast that the bill is to be a 
model for every state in the union. They 
maintain a strong, aggressive lobby in 
Washington; the same bill came within a 
hair’s breadth of passing last year and 
they are confident that it will win this 
time. 

This in direct 
opposition to the spirit of the first Amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States which declares that 
shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.” The indifference 
of those who believe in the principle of 
separation of church and state may enable 
the advocates of the bill to enact it into 
law. We lull ourselves into a false sense 
of security saying that it is impossible for 
this thing to happen. We underestimate 
the power of propaganda backed by an 
aggressive body and heavily financed. 
The organizations pushing this bill boast 
that they are using the methods employed 
by the Anti-Saloon League and that they 
will achieve the same success. 

What is needed is that the friends of 
liberty bestir themselves and let our Con- 
gressmen know that the advocates of the 
Blue Sunday laws are more noisy than 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) 


incredible measure is 


“Congress 
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THIS SUNDAY 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The subject for this week will be “The 
Ancient Greeks.” A motion picture will 


be shown promptly at 10:00 A.M. 


THE ADULT CLASS—1i10 A.M. 
The subject of Dr. Bullard’s 


will be “The Genesis of Unitarianism.” 


lecture 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
(Alliance Parlors) 


Next Sunday Miss Gizelle Wohlberg 
will review the life and works of Joseph 
Conrad. Miss Wohiberg has been doing 
special research work on the subject of 
the Polish novelist in order to give a full 
and faithful picture of the characters, 
plots and descriptions of such famous 
“Lord Jim,’ the “Typhoon,” 
“The Rover,’ and others. 
Anyone interested in the author of the 
South Seas and Maritime Life will find 
Miss Wohlberg willing to answer ques- 
tions and direct them to the choicest refer- 
ences from Conrad. 


books as 
“Nostromis,” 


Following the recent policy adopted by 
the Club, the following week will witness 
a general discussion on the subject of the 


“Eighteenth Amendment.” It is the policy 


to have a talk and a discussion on alter- 
nate Sundays. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 


Mr. Backus will speak to the Fellow- 


ship on the subject “A Program for 


Young People.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
January 29 


Mr. Backus will give the concluding 
address in the series on Unitarian Pro- 
phets. It will tell of James Martineau, 


the great leader of English Unitarianism. 


our endeavor. 


THE TELESCOPE 
The telescope will be open to visitors 
Friday night as usual. 


THE FORUM 
The Social Science Forum will be held 
in the auditorium of the church on Fri- 
day night from seven until nine. Dr. 
Frederick W. Roman conducts the Forum. 


ALLIANCE MEETING, JANUARY 26 

The women of the Alliance wilk meet 
for sewing on January 26th and will have 
box luncheon together at 12:30. 


CORRECTIONS 

The date of Channing’s birth was given 
wrongly in last week’s Los Angeles Uni- 
tarian. It should have been given as 
148 years ago instead of 125. 

The concerning Dr. 
George R. Dodson contained an error. 
He is to supply the pulpit in July, not in 
January as stated. 


MR. AND MRS. BACKUS AT HOME 
On Tuesdays, January 24th and 3lst, 
Mr. and Mrs. Backus will be at home in- 
formally to members and friends of the 
church both afternoon and evening. 


THE FAITH OF THE REFORMERS 

A few remaining copies of Dr. Hodgin’s 
“The Faith of the Reformers” may be 
secured at the literature table. It con- 
tains a series of biographical addresses. 
The price is twenty-five cents. 


NEW TRUSTEES 
At the Annual Meeting on January 
10th the following were elected to serve . 
as trustees for a period of three years: 
Samuel D. Aldrich, Paul Neuschafer, Dr. — 


W. D. Moore, D. G. Andrews, and Alfred — 
Benshimol. . 


FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 
Subscriptions to the support of the 
church for the current year are now being — 
received. If you have not signed one of - 
the cards indicating what you expect 2 


announcement 


give, kindly secure one from the secre- 
tary and turn it in at once. Your co- 
operation is imperative to the success of 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


The Los Angeles Unitarian 


Published Weekly Except July and 
August by 


The First Unitarian Church 
2936 West Eighth St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Subscription Price—50 cents a year. 


Trustees 
MEE CP PICECE a4 «| mic cle.eg 6 ee <0 President 
ASV. Andrews. ...3..s0. Vice-President 
Be PIVACE BIL sy fate <inicis sie ne 95 Secretary 
BET BINTOTG nc «05.0.0 cee sia00 Treasurer 


Mrs. J. B. Baker 

H. B. Brackett 

Alfred Canby 

Mrs. R. C. Gillis Delmar C. Ross 

Edwin B. Hatcher Mrs. Ella Woodbury 
Mrs. Douglas Donaldson 


Mrs. J. P. Hunt 
W. G. Kerckhoff 
W. H. Pierce 


Woman’s Alliance 


Mrs. Leonard Snow........... President 
Mrs. M. H. McCall..First Vice-President 


Mrs. L. B. Auerbach....Recording Sec’y 


Mire. Ws. HH, Fox..... Corresponding Sec’y 
Miss Viola McArthur......... Treasurer 
Sunset Hall 


Miss M. A. Newcomb 


Laymen’s League 


Edward W. Brewer.......... President 

MEMDETEVOEATI® vs cicleia sis ciniele Vice-President 

See TAA SCTCEE 6c 5 eae edie ce ns Secretary 

BEE SEEICCRICV 37.1 crac) 6 0ie'05,5.5,5. 5.0 Treasurer 
Adult Class 

ere De Dullards vee. sss cola Lecturer 
Study Class 

Mierbert Alexander............ President 
Fellowship 

entre Hatfield .....0..00.2-> President 

Junior Fellowship 

Donald Benshimol............ President 

Charlotte Lathrop........ Vice-President 

William Luderer ...,...... Sec’y-Treas. 

Camp Fire Girls 

Te VV a SLOW ae 2 os wc sicsie os Guardian 

mlizabeth Hager .:.....0..00%- President 
Boy Scouts 

ese Fe WEDD. se ccc tenes Scout Master 

Mr. Curtis Walters........... Assistant 

Choir 

Ada Marsh Chick.....Organist-Director 

Nellie Coburn Walker.......... Soprano 

Cornelia Glover ..... vis ses en contralto 

Ot ED Ss i a Tenor 

MEUMMIRMESIDBTOTIC. (5 «pic. ss 010 o's oie sae Bass 


and Mixed Chorus. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Monday, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 

Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 

Church, 2936 West Eighth Street, 
DUnkirk 4683 
House Committee 
PRRMCROSHC MP eae och wate ch enePore Chairman 

Mrs. R. C. Gillis H. B. Brackett 

lithy hig Weds debe Doni eran Ree Head Usher 


Custodians 


A. J. Benson T. A. McMahon 


numerous. Petitions protesting against 
the passage of this bill will be found in 
the vestibule of the church Sunday. Sign 
your name; but do not stop there; inform 
your friends of the danger and get them 
to protest. Also write or wire your con- 
gressman. Our liberties 


we must act! 


are menaced; 


CALLED MEETING OF THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES 
A called meeting of the Board of Trus- 
tees will be held Sunday morning imme- 
diately following the service, in the 
office of the church. Officers will be se- 
lected at that time. 


TO DAY 


So here hath been dawning 
Another blue Day: 
Think wilt thou let it 
Slip useless away? 


Out of Eternity 

This new Day is born; 
Into Eternity, 

At night, will return. 


Behold it aforetime 
No eye ever did; 

So soon it forever 
From all eyes is hid. 


' Here hath been dawning 
Another blue Day: 
Think wilt thou let it 
Slip useless away? 
—Thomas Carlyle. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Wedding Song” from 
Sir Olaf.Harriet Ware 
b. “Canzona” ..Stoughton 
Processional, “Pilgrims’ Chorus” 
from T’annhauser........ . Wagner 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “The Noble Host,’ Number 34. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “Hymn to Music”........ Buck 
Responsive Reading, “Truth,” Page 40. 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “Angelus” from Scenes 
PAtCOLeSqUe restrain ete ete nierss Massenet 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo,“Invictus” (by request). Bruno Huhn 
Howard Kerr 
Address, “Theodore Parker.” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “Brotherhood,” Number 56. 
Benediction. 
SF Amora cist bye, ni eas Eateries Selected 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Recessional 


(Continued from page 1) 


no doubt that had he lived in an earlier 
period of the world’s history much that 
he wrote would have been included in 
He had 
a search-light quality of mind combined 
with a poetic felicity of expression which 
enabled him to utter his truths in unfor- 
gettable language. It is this character- 
istic which makes him so eminently quot- 
able. Who has not used some of his 
phrases? 


the sacred writings of the race. 


Only he can give who has. 

The world is full of judgment days. 

Hitch your wagon to a star. 

*Tis man’s perdition to be safe 

When for the truth he ought to die. 

A foolish consistency is a hobgoblin of 
little minds, 


In 1838 he was invited by the mem- 
bers of the graduating class of the Har- 
vard Divinity School to deliver an ad- 
dress to them. He accepted the invita- 
tion though he knew that he was certain 
to give offense by his opinions. This 
Divinity School Address is one of the 
landmarks in Unitarian history; it is still 
fresh and invigorating. He criticised the 
church very severely for its bondage to 
tradition, for its lack of faith in the liv- 
ing present, and then proceeded to set 
forth the cure for its ills in terms of his 
own idealistic philosophy. 


The criticism which he anticipated fell 
quickly and was more severe than he had 
bargained for. His utterance was de- 
nounced as bordering on atheism and as 
tending to overthrow the authority of 
Christianity. He was afraid for a time 
that it was going to deprive him of his 
means of earning a livelihood. It was 
thirty years before Harvard College for- 
gave him and accorded any official 
recognition. 


But within the Unitarian Church there 
were many who heard him gladly and his 
words helped greatly in stirring its life 
and urging it on towards a more vital 
faith. In later years Emerson was ac- 
tive in the Free Religious Association 
which was composed largely of Unitarian 
ministers who were discontented with the 
conservatism of the denomination and 
whose activities contributed to that free- 
dom which we enjoy today. 


Emerson was a great believer in Am- 
erica. His winter lecture trips took him 
to many parts of the country and he re- 
joiced greatly in the vigor and the qual- 
ity of the new empire he saw springing 
up on this continent. It strengthened 
the resolution he had made as a young 
man: “To thy fellow countrymen thou’ 
shalt preach the gospel of the New 
World, that here, here in America, is the 
home of man, that here is the promise of 
a new and more excellent social state 
than history has yet recorded.” 
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THEODORE PARKER 


Theodore Parker was a younger con- 
temporary of Ralph Waldo Emerson. He 
had been the minister of the Unitarian 
Church at West Roxbury, Mass. but two 
years when Emerson gave his famous 
address to the graduating class of the 
Harvard Divinity School. Parker was 
among those who heard the address and 
far from being shocked by it, as were 
most of the older men, it set him on fire 
with the determination to meet the chal- 
lenge of Emerson’s demands. He was to 


become the popularizer of Emerson’s 
philosophy. 
In 1841, when Parker was still a 


young man of thirty-one, he was invited 
to give the sermon at the ordination of a 
minister in South Boston. The address of 
that day has become one of the land- 
marks of Unitarian history. The sermon 
bore the title, “The Transient and the 
Permanent in Christianity.” The preach- 
er contended that the forms and cere- 
monies and the doctrines of theology vary 
from age and are to be regarded as 
relatively unimportant. That which en- 
dures in Christianity he found in the 
summary given by Jesus—love to God 
and love to man. 

The portion of his sermon which gave 
particular offense was his contention that 
the validity of the teachings of Chris- 
tianity rested not on the authority of 
Jesus but on their their inherent truth. 
He quoted with approval the saying “not 
authority for truth, but truth for au- 
thority.” No supernatural sanction can 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 1928 


No. 20 


give any value to a doctrine; it must be 
true in itself or fall to the ground. This 
was arch heresy in Unitarian circles in 
those days. The commonly accepted 
teaching of the church was that the mir- 
acles proved the truth of Christianity 
and that if you did not believe in the 
miracles you were not a Christian. 

How amazing this seems to us today! 
Yet Parker’s sermon was regarded by 
the Unitarians of his time as an attack 
on Christianity from start to finish, A 
prominent laymen of Boston said that he 
would rather have all the churches of 
the denomination destroyed than to have 
a man like Theodore Parker in the pul- 
pit. The Boston Association of Unitarian 
ministers, while they did not actually put 
him out, made it so uncomfortable for 
Parker that he withdrew. One minister 
who was brave enough to exchange with 
Parker lost his church. The pulpits of 
Boston were closed to the heretic. 

Then a group of young men got to- 
gether and resolved “that Theodore Par- 
ker shall have a chance to be heard in 
Boston.” The result was the establish- 
ment of an independent movement meet- 
ing first in the Melodeon and later in 
the Music Hall. The new congregation 
prospered immensely. The attendance 
grew to 3000. There were 7000 names 
on the parish list, including such men as 
William Lloyd Garrison, such women as 
Julia Ward Howe. For fourteen years, 
until his health broke, Parker continued 
to be the outstanding preacher of Boston. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The Church School will meet as usual 
at 10:00 o’clock. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Religion 
and Medicine.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Miss Zenna Leshing will lead an open 
forum on the topic of “Prohibition.” 

The Study Club cordially invites any- 
one who favors the wet or the dry side 
of this subject to come to the meeting 
and offer his ideas. 

The Prohibition forum is the second 
sponsored by the 

The previous one 


general discussion, 
Study Club this year. 
was on the theme, “Eugenics.” 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 


Mrs. Backus will give the second of the 
series on religious leaders, taking for her 
topic, “Buddha—The Enlightened One of 
India.” 


NEXT SUNDAY—FEB. 5 


“Ts The Family Doomed?” will be the 
subject of the sermon on February 5th. 
It will be a study of the proposals of 
such persons as Judge Lindsey, Count 
Keyserling, Mrs. Bertrand Russell, for a 
modification of our present standards; it 
will also deal with the case of the 
“widow’s baby” which is being much dis- 
cussed in the newspapers. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The Camp Fire Girls will hold their 
regular meeting on Friday afternoon 
after school at the church. 


At the meeting for the organization of 
the Board of Trustees A. V. Andrews 
was elected President; Paul Neuschafer, 
Vice-President; M. H. McCall, Secre- 
tary; H. M. Binford, Treasurer. 


THROUGH THE TELESCOPE 
The moon will be near its most inter- 
esting phase on Friday night and will 
be the principal object to be viewed at 
that time. The telescope is open to the 
public every Friday night and you are 
most cordially invited to enjoy it. 


THE SOCIAL SCIENCE FORUM 

The Forum under the direction of Dr. 
Frederick W. Roman will be held on 
Friday night in the auditorium of the 
church from seven until nine. 


ALLIANCE BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON 
—FEB. 2 


The February birthdays will be cele- 
brated by the Alliance members at their 
luncheon on February 2nd. Lunch is 
served at 12:30 and is 50c per plate. 
Mrs. Mary Rogers Miller, presenting 
the work of the Board of Education, will 
speak on the subject “Teaching the Hard 
of Hearing in Los Angeles.” 

After the business meeting at 2:00 
o’clock Mrs. Sumner P. Hunt will tell of 
her interesting visit with E. Barrington 
last summer, and review briefly some of 
her well-known books. 


ASSOCIATE ALLIANCE MEETING 
The Associate Alliance will meet at 
the Christian Church, 609 Arizona 
Street, Santa Monica, at 10:30 A.M., Fri- 
day, February 3rd. Lunch will be served 
at 12:30, 50c a plate. All Alliance mem- 
bers and friends are invited. Please call 
DUnkirk 4683 for your reservations. 


CARD PARTY—FEBRUARY 3RD 
A card party under the auspices of 
the Alliance will be given on Friday 
evening, February 3rd in the Alliance 
Parlor at the Church. Mrs. O. H. Rob- 
inson will act as hostess and tickets may 
be secured from her. The usual price of 
50c will be charged. All members of 
the congregation are cordially invited. 
VALENTINE PARTY 
The Study Club asks that you reserve 
the night of February 17th for their 
Valentine Party. Further details will be 
given in next week’s Calendar. 
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MR. BINFORD HONORED 


At the recent Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation Mr. H. M. Binford was 
presented with a handsome watch in ap- 
preciation of the many years of unstinted 
service which he has rendered the church. 
Mr. Binford retires from the Board of 
Trustees but will continue to act as 


Treasurer. 


MR. AND MRS. BACKUS AT HOME 

The minister and his wife will be at 
home informally to the members of the 
congregation Tuesday afternoon and eve- 
ning, January 31st. Their residence is 
at 1101 Magnolia St. 


CHILD STUDY CLASS 

A new class meeting on Sunday morn- 
ings at 10:00 A.M. under the direction of 
Mrs. J. P. Hunt will provide a course in 
child study. Mr. Backus will be the 
speaker at the opening meeting, Sunday, 
January 29th. The class will be held in 
the Church office. Fathers, mothers and 
others interested in children are invited 
to attend. 

A SUGGESTION 

Sunday evening, January 29th, Mr. 
Backus will deliver his address on Em- 
erson over the Radio KNX at 6:30. You 
doutbless have friends you would like 
to have hear this talk. Will you not sit 
down and write them a note at once tell- 
ing them about it and suggesting that 
they “tune in’? Or invite them to your 
home, if you have a radio, to listen in 
with you. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Morning” 
b. “Ave Maria” .Schubert 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Forward” Number 24. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Solo, “Salutation of the Dawn”.... 
Rcarane aaa. ook Frederick Stevenson 


Cornelia Glover 


Response, “Memorial” Page 54. 


Announcements. 

Offertory, “Allegretto” ....... Schubert 
Ada Marsh Chick 

Duet, “After the (Rain’.......-. Pinsuti 


Nellie Walker and Cornelia Glover 


Address, ‘“James Martineau” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “Saviours”’ Number 22. 
Benediction. 


Postludemevcnnces ose nae wis te none « Selected 


Ada Marsh Chick 


THE KINDERGARTEN 


Parents who wish to attend the church 
service on Sunday mornings may leave 
their children at the Kindergarten on 


the second floor. 


LIBERAL MINISTERS MEET 


At a meeting of the Liberal Ministers 
of Los Angeles County held in the City 
Club on Monday last, a resolution was 
passed condemning the proposed “Blue 
Sunday” bill which has been introduced 
into the House of Represetnatives at 
Washington. The ministers present, 
representing the Universalist, Unitarian, 
and Reformed Jewish organizations, 
agreed to urge the members of their con- 
gregations to sign the petitions protest- 
ing the measure. Over 250 signatures 
were received on the petitions at our 
church last Sunday. They will be avail- 
able again next Sunday before and after 
the service. Please sign. We want to 
send in at least a thousand names. 


(Continued from page 1) 


With dramatic power he thundered 
against the “hell-fire religion” that had 
tortured his youth; with eloquence and 
persuasion he set forth a religion con- 
ceived in more humane and rational 
terms. He departed from the traditional 
custom of reading only from the Bible 
in the church service. He held that the 
Bible and historic Christianity was only 
one channel through which the divine in 
the universe had expressed itself, and he 
read from other literatures on the theory 
that whatever inspires is inspired. 


He threw himself into the anti-slavery 
cause, rendering it a service scarcely 
less than that of Lincoln himself. He 
was a leader of the leaders in the move- 
ment. Lincoln read Parker with ap- 
proval; it was from Parker that he got 
the phrase which he immortalized in his 
Gettysburg address, “government of the 
people, by the people, for the people.” 
Magnificent as were Parker’s energies 
they were not equal to the load he laid 
upon them; he literally burned himself 
up in the cause of freedom, dying a 
martyr’s death just as truly as though a 
bullet had laid him low on the field of 
battle. 
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JAMES MARTINEAU 


There are 353 Unitarian congregations 
in the British Isles. These are for the 
most part the outgrowth of Presbyterian 
Churches that gradually underwent a 
transformation of doctrine. The charac- 
teristic thought of the English Unitarians 
of an earlier period was shaped by 
Joseph Priestly (1733-1804) who was 
famous as a scientist as well as a theo- 
logian and champion of religious liberty. 
His view was predominantly materialis- 
tic; he believed in God but described him 
as the “Sole Cause” of everything that 
happens in the Universe, including every 
human activity. He denied a soul to man, 
and did not believe in the freedom of the 
will. Along with this mechanistic phil- 
osophy he believed in a Revealed religion 
given in the Bible. He believed that 
Jesus was a man to whom had been 
delegated supernatural power; he be- 
lieved that Jesus was to return and set 
up his Kingdom on earth. Whatever he 
found clearly taught in the Bible he felt 
constrained to believe. 


All this was destined to undergo a pro- 
found modification at the hands of James 
Martineau (1805-1900). He was the de- 
scendant of a French family that had 
settled in Bristol when driven from home 
by religious persecution. He grew up in 
an atmosphere of religious liberalism and 
was educated at Manchester College 
which had been dedicated by its founders 
to “truth, freedom, and religion.” In 
1828 he became the junior minister of 
the Eustace Street Presbyterian Meeting 
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House in Dublin. Most of these churches 
still retained the Presbyterian name des- 
pite the fact that they had become Uni- 
tarian in theology. On the death of the 
senior minister Martineau found it neces- 
sary to sever his relations with the Dub- 
lin church because a portion of the salary 
that he would have received as senior 
minister came from a gift by the govern- 
ment. He did not believe in any con- 
nection between state and church, and his 
conscience would not let him accept 
money that was received in violation of 
his principle. 

On his return to England he became 
minister of a church in Liverpool, where 
he continued for a quarter of a century. 
It was during this period that the ma- 
turity of his thought led him to break 
with the Priestly tradition. His study of 
the Bible convinced him that there were 
many things in it which were contrary to 
reason and consequently he decided that 
he could not accept as true revelation 
anything that did violence to reason. This 
led him to a ready acceptance of the re- 
sults of the new science of Biblical criti- 
cism that was then developing. Equally 
important was his rejection of the ma- 
terialism of Priestly. The starting point 
of Martineau’s philosophy was consci- 
ence, the moral life of man. He became 
convinced that the facts which he dis- 
covered within his own life could not ade- 
quately be explained without belief in 
God, soul, and freedom of will. No- 
where in modern writings will you find 
the arguments for Theism and immortal- 

(Continued on page 4) 
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“I§ THE FAMILY DOOMED?” 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 
The subject for the Church School will 
be “The Structure of the Bible.” 
THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on 
Medicine.” 


“Ancient 


THE STUDY CLUB—9:50 A.M. 


Miss Snow Longley, instructor in poetry 
in the University of California Extension 
School and a member of the English De- 
partment of the Los Angeles High School, 
will address the Study Club at the coming 
meeting. 

Miss Longley will give readings from 
some of her original verses, many of 
which have received recognition in lead- 
ing literary publications. Miss Longley, be- 
ing a member of the Unitarian Church, 
has imbued into her verse much of that 
free spirit and challenge that character- 
izes the new humanism. 

The week following there will be the 
first open discussion on the topic, “Is 
Socialism Practical ?” 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 
Dr. Helen Hunter will speak on “The 
History of Medicine.” 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


Dr. W. D. Moore. will address the 
group on “Keeping the Child Well.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
February 12th. 


Lincoln’s birthday has been designated 
by the Liberal Ministers of Los Angeles 
County as “Religious Liberty Sunday” 
and will be so observed in all of their 
churches. Mr. Backus will speak on, 
“Was Lincoln a Christian?” 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held Monday 
evening, February 6, at eight o’clock, in 
the office of the church. 


MR. WAITSILL SHARP 


The Secretary of Religious Education 
of the American Unitarian Association, 
Mr. Waitsill Sharp, is to visit our 
church on Sunday. He will attend the 
meeting of the Church School in the 
morning and arrangements have been 
made for conferences with him during the 
afternoon. Mr. Sharp is also visiting the 
other churches of the vicinity. 


ADULT DISCUSSION CLASSES 


On Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
nights from 7:00 until 9:00 o’clock, Adult 
Discussion Classes are being held at the 
Polytechnic Evening High School, to which 
all are welcome. Dr. Harvey will dis- 
History of Civilization; Dr. 
Bennett M. Allen will give a survey of 
Science and Mr. A. E. Briggs will give 
the History of Philosophy. These meet- 
ings are informal and there is no tuition 
or expense. 


cuss the 


DR. AKED AT THE FORUM 


On Friday evening at the second hour 
of the Social Science Forum, Dr. C. F. 
Aked, of All Souls Church, will speak 
on “The Boy Criminal.” The first hour, 
from 7:00 until 8:00, will be devoted to 
the discussion of Philosophy. 


YOUNG PEGPLE’S FEDERATION 


The Southern California Federation of 
Unitarian young people will meet in our 
church Saturday and Sunday, February 
ilth and 12th. ‘The Saturday program 
begins with a dinner at 7:30 P.M. This 
will be followed by a business meeting. 
There will be a dance at 9:00 o'clock. 
Everyone is invited to attend the dance. 
On Sunday morning the young people 
will have their regular meeting with Mr. 
Benshimol as the speaker at 10:00 o'clock. 
They will attend the church service and 
then go to Vermont Canyon for a picnic. 
At 4:00 P.M. they will conduct a Vesper 
service in the church. All the young 
people of the congregation are cordially 
invited to participate in the meetings, and 
the co-operation of the adult members is 
asked to make the meetings a success. 
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days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 

Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
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ALLIANCE MEETING 
The women of the Alliance will meet 
on Thursday, February 9, for sewing. 
Box luncheon will be enjoyed together at 
12:30. 


M. M. MANGASARIAN 


The Laymen’s League has invited Mr. 
M. M. Mangasarian to deliver a series 
of lectures in the Church on Sunday eve- 
nings. Mr. Mangasarian has graciously 
accepted the invitation. He will deliver 
his first address on Sunday morning, 
February 19th. The will be 
“Omar Khayyam; a Poet’s Philosophy ot 
Happiness.” 
start the week following, February 26th. 

Mr. Mangasarian, who has given two 
series in our church before, is interna- 
tionally known as a leader of rationalism. 
For many years he was the lecturer of 
the Independent Religious Society in Chi- 
cago, speaking regularly to audiences of 
3000. We are fortunate in being able 
to secure him and our splendid new au- 
ditorium should be crowded to capacity 
to hear him. 


MR. BACKUS TO DEBATE 

On Friday evening, February 10th, at 
8:00 o’clock, Mr. Backus will debate with 
Mr. Manley P. Hall, minister of the Peo- 
le’s Church. The debate will be held in 
Trinity Auditorium. The subject is “Re- 
incarnation.” Mr. Hall taking the affirm- 
ative and Mr. Backus the negative. The 
members of the congregation are heartily 
invited to attend. 


subject 


The evening lectures will 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Finale to Third 
Symphony” Mendelssohn 
b. “Evensong” Johnston 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Comradeship,’ Number 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “The Night Has a Thousand 
Eyes” j 
Responsive Reading, “Love” Page 53. 
Announcements. 
Offertory, a. “Nautilus” ..... MacDowell 
b. “To a Water-lily”.... 
Sunes Mats aie (eae enere Pete MacDowell 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solow SM yo Dask ec pomtet 2 Ashford 
Howard Kerr 
Address, “Is the Family Doomed?” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “The Streams of Love’ Number 52 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


The February meeting of the Laymen’s 
League will be held on Wednesday eve- 
ning, February 8th. Dinner will be served 
at 6:30. 75c per plate. Please call the 
church office, DUnkirk 4683, for your 
reservations. 

Rabbi Ernest R. Trattner will speak on 
“The Seven Wonders of the World.” 


MAGAZINES WANTED 
A friend of the church has developed 
the unique idea of using a second hand 
magazine counter as a means of spread- 
ing liberal ideas among the people of her 
community. It is difficult to secure an 
adequate supply of good magazines, If 
you will bring to the church the maga- 
zines with which you are through they 

will be put to effective use by B.K. 


(Continued from page 1) 


ity more persuasively set forth than in 


Martineau. 


His departure from the traditional Uni- 
tarian thought caused him to be much 
feared by his fellow church members, but 
the power of his intellect gradually won 
an increasing number of them to his posi- 
He became the Professor of Phil- 
osophy and later the Principal of Man- 


tion. 


chester College, which was the training 
The Col- 


lege was then located in London and he 


school for Unitarian ministers. 


joined with the poet Tennyson in forming 
a Metaphysical Society in which he met 
such leaders of thought as Spencer, Tyn- 
dall and John Stuart Mill. They found 
in him a foeman worthy of their steel. 
Indeed Gladstone said of him that he was 


“first among living English thinkers.” 
g gs g 


The book by which Martineau is best 
known is “The Seat of Authority in Re- 
ligion.” This was written when he was 
over 80 years old, published when he was 
85. It is still regarded as one of the 
supremely important books in its field. It 
disposes first of the authority which is 
vested in the historic Roman church, and 
then deals in like manner with the au- 
thority which the Protestant world ac- 
cords the Bible; finally it places the au- 
thority in the reason and conscience of 
man. 


Martineau was never a sectarian Uni- 
tarian. In fact he refused to the end of 
his life to be either a member or the 
minister of a church bearing the Uni- 
tarian name. He preferred the Presby- 
terian name because that does not refer to 
theology, whereas Unitarian does. He 
felt that doctrine should never be the 
basis of Church organization. We find 
exemplified in him as in the leaders of 
American Unitarianism the spirit which 
places freedom, reason, tolerance above 
all doctrine. 


a} 
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IS THE FAMILY DOOMED? 

A history of the family through the 
ages reveals the fact that it has under- 
gone many changes. 
of the changes has been economic; the 
family of a hunting people is of one 
type, that of farmers is of another. In 
recent years the development of a ma- 
chine age with its consequent vast econo- 
mic and social changes has placed the 
family under the necessity of further re- 
adjustment. We live in vast cities char- 
acterized by apartment houses; women are 
entering increasingly into industry; the 
traditional religious sanctions have broken 
down; science has put the knowledge of 
contraceptives and prophylaxis in the po- 
session of the people. All these things 
have conspired to alter profoundly the re- 
lations between men and women. Yet the 
basic need for the family remains the same 
as in the past and we may trust con- 
fidently that the humanity which has met 
so many difficult problems will be equal 
to the demands of the present. 

What is needed is an intelligent pro- 
gram which will minimize as far as pos- 
sible the tragedy and cost of adapting 
ourselves to the new conditions. The 
economic aspects of the problem are of 
vast importance and no solution Is pos- 
sible apart from a great improvement in 
the economic condition of that large por- 
tion of our population which suffers from 
insecurity of employment and inadequate 
wage. But the personal aspect of the 
problem is of equal importance. 

We should have more thorough instruc- 
tion for young people in the physiology 


The principle cause 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 
VESPER SERVICE 4 P.M. . 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12th, 1928 
“WAS LINCOLN A CHRISTIAN?” 


a eh by the young people 


No. 22 


and phychology of sex than anything we 
have achieved to date. It is a difficult 
matter to deal with, and it is easy to do 
more harm than good. But somehow we 
must acquire the technique of establishing 
in young people a wholesome attitude 
towards sex, avoiding on the one hand 
the exaggerated interest which comes 
from too much repression, and on the 
other the flippant attitude that would make 
of sex a plaything. Education for parent- 
hood should be a part of the program. 
(Continued on Page 4) 


VESPER SERVICE 


Sunday afternoon, February 12th, at 4 
o'clock, the young people of the Southern 
California Federation will conduct a Ves- 
per Service in the Church auditorium. 
The full program will be found on page 
four of this issue of the Los Angeles Uni- 
tarian. All the members of the congre- 
gation are invited to attend. Let us show 
the young people our interest in them and 
our appreciation of what they are doing. 

On Saturday night, February 11th, the 
young people will have a dinner at 6:30 
in the Community Hall. This will be fol- 


lowed by a business meeting. At 9:00 
o’clock there will be a dance. Everyone 
is invited to attend the dance. Sunday 


morning there will be the regular meeting 
of the Fellowship with an address by Mr. 
Benshimol at 10:00 o’clock. The young 
people will attend the morning service and 
then go for a picnic in Vermont canyon. 
Our local young people are hosts to those 
who come from the other Unitarian 
churches of Southern California. 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 
A motion picture will be shown prompt- 
ly at 10:00 o’clock. The subject for the 
discussion after the picture will be “The 
Minor Prophets.” 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Healing in the Time of Jesus.” 


THE STUDY CLUB—9:50 A.M. 
The Social Trend 


“Ts Socialism Practical?” will be dis- 
cussed at the meeting of the Study Club 
on Sunday morning in the Alliance parlor. 

The discussion will be in the nature of 
an open forum. Everyone present will 
have three minutes to present ideas pro 
and con on any phase of the topic. 

On February 19, Mr. Storey, of the 
Inglewood High School faculty, will ad- 
dress the club on “Can Society Organize 
Its Troubles Out of Existence ?” 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 


The Fellowship will have as guests the 
young people from neighboring towns 
who are in attendance at the Y.P.R.U. 
Conference over the week-end. Mr. Ben- 
shimol will address them at the regular 
meeting of the Fellowship at 10:00 o’clock. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 

Miss Edith N. Burleigh, Chief of Social 
Service at the Child Guidance Clinic, will 
speak on “The Mental Hygiene of Child- 
hood.” The Child Study Class meets in 
the church office. All those who are in- 
terested in children are invited to attend. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


M. M. MANGASARIAN 


The pulpit will be occupied next Sun- 
day, February 19th, by Mr. M. M. Man- 
gasarian. His subject will be: “Omar 
Khayyam; a Poet’s Philosophy of Hap- 
piness.” Mr. Mangasarian will give a 
series of Sunday evening lectures begin- 
ing February 26th. 


THE TELESCOPE 


The telescope will be available to visi- 
tors on Friday evening from six thirty to 
nine thirty. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The regular meeting of the Camp Fire 
Girls will be held after school on Friday 
afternoon, Feb. 10. 


DEBATE 


Remember the debate between Mr. Hall 
and Mr. Backus on reincarnation Friday 
night in Trinity Auditorium, at 8 P.M., 
February 10th. 


RADIO 


Mr. Backus will speak over Radio 
KNX at 6:30 P.M., Sunday, February 
12th. 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON—FEB. 16 


Stories of famous people born in Feb- 
ruary will be told at the luncheon table 
at the Alliance meeting on February 16th. 
The regular business meeting will be held 
at 2:00 o’clock after which the Harmonia 
Club will present a musical program. 
Mrs. G. A. Simpson has arranged the 
program for the afternoon. 


VALENTINE PARTY—FEB. 17 


Your attention is again called to the 
party scheduled for Friday evening, 
February 17, to which the Study Club 
invites all members of the congregation. 
It is suggested that all who care to do 
so come in costume, but it is not required. 
A good orchestra has been engaged to 
provide music for dancing and other en- 
tertainment is planned for those who do 
not care to dance. 


A DEFINITION 


An American Unitarian is a person 
who is alive enough to have a mind 
growing a little every day, who is free 
enough sometimes to listen to opinions 
which infuriate him, who is happy enough 
to be able to argue with the other fellow 
without losing his temper—vVivian T. 
Pomeroy. 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


The Los Angeles Unitarian 
Published Weekly Except July and 
August by 


The First Unitarian Church 
2936 West Eighth St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Subscription Price—50 cents a year. 


Trustees 
PAV GH ANOPCWSic ciaieles cietiee oo vc President 
Paul Neuschafer ......... Vice-President 
ieertee, MeCallin. ccres serie sire Secretary 
rae ies infor 3.2 acess ere case's « Treasurer 


Mrs. John P. Hunt 
Alfred Benshimol 
W. G. Kerckhoff 
Mrs. R. G. Gillis 
D. G. Andrews 


Mrs. J. B. Baker 
Samuel D. Alrich 
H. B. Brackett 
Dr. W. D. Moore 
Delmar C. Ross 
Edwin B. Hatcher 
Mrs. Douglas Donaldson 


Women’s Alliance 


Mrs. Leonard Snow..........- President 

Mrs. M. H. McCall. .First Vice-President 

Mrs. L. B. Auerbach....Recording Sec’y 

Mrs. W. H. Fox..... Corresponding Sec’y 

Miss Viola McArthur......... Treasurer 
Sunset Hall 


Miss M. A. Newcomb 


Laymen’s League 


Edward W. Brewer.......... President 

EPMDELt OLAS ste 6 < sie J aj0ic'oe Vice-President 

rE EAGSELOEL . «cia airs vis + o6.n2s Secretary 

Dee ke MGEEICESK Vict oe. e's fate o:s.5 0 Treasurer 
Adult Class 

Dip ee eB ULALK sca < ole 5. 410,6:0.8. Lecturer 
Study Class 

Herbert Alexander............ President 
Fellowship 

George Hatfield ............:- President 

Junior Fellowship 

Donald Benshimol ............ President 

Charlotte Lathrop........ Vice-President 

William Luderer .......... Sec’y-Treas. 

Camp Fire Girls 

DATS: }o VV se BIOWD n,0 0105 see cies Guardian 

IZ EGOtH FADER cs 0 ate slic is'= + <e President 
Boy Scouts 

ge teotkt, VV CDUs so a.0: as'6 0 Scout Master 

Mr. Curtis Walters........... Assistant 

Choir 

Ada Marsh Chick..... Organist-Director 

Nellie Coburn Walker.......... Soprano 

Cornelia Glover ......s.0cc00- Contralto 

RAPT ERIE PPLE vain piele 04.6 4's's\0's p00» Tenor 

PHAN GHINSDETE tases ce cccccernss Bass 


and Mixed Chorus. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Monday, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
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NOTED LIBRARY FOR U.C.L.A. 


The gift of the 11,000-volume library 
of the late Frederick Kluger has recently 
been made to the University of Califor- 
nia in Los Angeles. Kluger was one of 
Germany’s most eminent scholars, a spe- 
cialist in the origin and development of 
languages, and it is this subject which his 
library illuminates. The gift was made 
by Mr. Wiliam G. Kerckhoff who is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of our 
Church. 


NEW COMMITTEES 


The following committees for the 
church have been named by Mr. A. V. 
Andrews, President of the Board of 
Trustees. 

Executive Committee: Paul Neuschafer, 
chairman; Mr. Benshimol, Mrs. Gillis, 
Dr. Moore and Mr. Alrich. 

Worship Committee: Mrs. J. P. Hunt, 
chairman; Mrs. Douglas Donaldson, Mrs. 
J. B. Baker, Edwin B. Hatcher and M. 
H. McCall. 

Hospitality Committee: Alfred Ben- 
shimol, chairman; Mrs. J. B. Baker, 
Samuel D. Alrich, Mrs. Douglas Donald- 
son and M. H. McCall. 

House Committee: D. C. Ross, chair- 
man; Mrs. R. C. Gillis, D. G. Andrews, 
H. B. Brackett. 

Music Committee: H. B. Brackett, 
chairman; Mrs. R. C. Gillis and Mrs. 
Douglas Donaldson. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude, “Epithalamium”.M atthews 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Song, “The Word,” Number 8. 


Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Abraham Lincoln”........ 
ative detcacnae Ratere Frederick L. Hosmer 


Responsive Reading, “American 
Idealism,” Page 55. 
Announcements. 


Offertory, “Angelus?in.. once 4: 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “Pilgrim’s Song”....Tschaikowsky 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address, “Was Lincoln a Christian?” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “America, the Beautiful,’ Number 
51. 


Benediction. 
Postlude. 


(Continued from page 1) 


Then far more attention should be paid 
to the art of marriage. 
fail of success because those entering mar- 
riage have such an inadequate conception 
of what is required of them. They think 
of marriage largely in terms of personal 


Too many unions 


happiness, erotic satisfaction; and when 
they do not secure these things in the 
degree that they anticipated they feel 
cheated and decide to break off the re- 
lation. The very value of marriage lies 
in the fact that it is a complex situation 
into which many things besides personal 
happiness enter. As Count Keyserling 
has said, marriage is primarily the ac- 
ceptance of responsibility, and success in it 
This requires 
time and it is for this reason that mar- 
riage should be conceived as a permanent 
relation. Its rewards to those who mas- 
ter the art are proportionate to the de- 
mands which it makes. 

“The noblest dedicates himself to one 
alone.” These are the words of Goethe 


must be an achievement. 


Y.P.R.U. VESPER SERVICE 
4:00 P.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. Introduction to Act 4 
from “Lohengrin” 


b.“Souvenir Joyeux” Diggle 
Processional. 
Phyllis Hunter 
Song, “Vestigia,’ Number 5 (First, fourth 
and fifth verses). 
Responsive Reading, “The Beloved Com- 
munity,” Page 49. 
Ed Bode, Leader 


Violin Solo, “Adagio”........ De Beriot 
Matilda Sweet 
Announcements, 


George Hatfield 

Offertory, “Autumn Night”... .Frysinger 
Phyllis Hunter 

Solo, “My Task”... ..ceneeee Ashford 
Howard Kerr 


Speakers. 
Lucille Hayes...... Los Angeles 
Caroline’ ‘Scott;..22eme Redlands 
Lashman Farup..... Hollywood 


Song, “Forward, Shoulder to Shoulder,” 
Y.P.R.U. Rally Song. 


Benediction. 
George Hatfield 

Recessional «.... 02+. Eee Selected 
Phyllis Hunter 

and they represent the ideal towards 


which humanity is struggling. How 
splendid, how moving, is the sight of a 
man and a woman, husband and wife, 
grown old together, who have succeeded 
in kindling from that first fierce and un- 
certain flame that drew them together the 
steady fire of love that has endured and ~ 
grown with the years. All has not been 
easy for them; they have had their ad- 
justments to make. But they have en- 
dured all the chances and changes of life: 
together, friends as well as lovers. And 
now the years find them rich and mellow, 
a blessing to each other and an inspira- 
tion to their friends. Our fair earth con- 
tains nothing that can compare with the 
glory of such a marriage. 
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WAS LINCOLN A CHRISTIAN? 


The answer to this question depends 
on the definition of Christian which you 
accept. The orthodox world has insisted 
in defining Christianity in terms of theo- 
logical belief; one has to accept certain 
doctrines concerning God and Jesus as 
they are summed up in the creed in order 
to be a Christian. To be sure other 
things have been included; one must also 
seek to conform to certain moral stand- 
ards and to make the spirit of Jesus 
one’s own, but the emphasis has been on 
doctrinal correctness. 

On the contrary the liberal has insisted 
that belief was not as important as the 
manner of life. A Christian is one who 
lives in the spirit of the Christ, sharing 
his loyalty to the truth, his sense of the 
brotherhood of man. Belief, in this defin- 
ition, has fallen into the background. 
But are we justified in accepting such a 
description of Christianity? Does it not 
spring from our emotional attachment to 
the name rather than from a clear eyed 
facing of the facts? 

The truth is that Jesus himself was not 
a Christian, but lived and died a Jew. 
And all through the centuries of Chris- 
tian history the dominant strain in re- 
ligion has not been those humanitarian 
principles which we associate with the 
name of Jesus but rather the theological 
requirement. It has been the exceptional 
man or woman, rather than the common 
run of humanity, that has been Christian 
in the liberal sense. Furthermore, those 


qualities on which the liberal places his 
emphasis are not distinctively Christian; 
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No. 23 


the Christian world has no monopoly of 
them. They are, rather, characteristic 
of humanity at its best the world around 
regardless of religious affiliation. 

The study of history reveals to us the 
fact that there has been what we may 
describe as a Fellowship of Universal 
Spirits that transcends all the limitations 
of the narrower divisions into which men 
are separated. Socrates in ancient Greece, 
Confucius in China, Buddha in India, 
Marcus Aurelius in Rome, Spinoza in 


(Continued on Page 4) 


MR. MANGASARIAN 

Sunday morning we are to have the 
rare treat of hearing Mr. Mangasarian 
He is the most 
famous rationalist lecturer of America 
and is known the world over for his pene- 
trating and fearless discussion of religi- 
ous and literary subjects. We had the 
privilege in our old Church of hearing 
him give a series of lectures when the 
auditorium was not large enough to ac- 
comodate those who thronged to hear 
him. We anticipate that in our new and 
larger building the seating capacity will 
be taxed. Come early if you want a 
seat. 

“Omar Khayyam, a Poet’s Philosophy 
of Happiness” is the subject on which he 
is to speak. The entire program for the 
morning will be about this theme. See 
page 4 of this issue. Mr. Mangasarian 
will begin a series of Sunday evening 
lectures on February 26th. Announce- 
ment of the first subject will be given on 
Sunday. 


at our regular service. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19th, 1928 
M. M. MANGASARIAN 
“Omar Khayyam, A Poet’s Philosophy of Happiness” 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHCOL—10 A.M. 


The work for the Church School this 
Sunday will be a review of the books of 
the Old Testament. 

We shall begin the study of early 
Christianity on Sunday, February 26. It 
is hoped that all members of the school 
will make a special effort to be present 
next Sunday in order that they may get a 
connected story of the development of the 
modern church. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


“Modern Medicine” will be the sub- 
ject of Dri Bullard’s lecture. 


THE STUDY CLUB—9:50 A.M. 


Mr. Harold Storey will lead the dis- 
cussion on the topic “Can political or- 
ganizations solve the present evils of the 
economic system?” 

Mr. Storey is debating coach at Ingle- 
wood High School at present and is well 
informed in economic matters. Mr. 
Storey’s talk comes as the second session 
of the Study Club on economic topics. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 


Mrs. Backus will give the third in the 
series on Religious Leaders, using as her 
subject “Zoroaster, The Exalted Leader 
of the Parsees.” 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


“Obedience and Discipline’ will be 
the topic for the Child Study Class, 
which meets in the office of the church. 

A symposium of psychologists and ex- 
perts in child study will be presented by 
Mrs. W. D. Moore, Mrs. Wallace and 
Mrs. Pelton. 


NEXT SUNDAY—FEBRUARY 26TH 


“What have you for the heart?” This 
question is frequently asked us because of 
intellectual integrity 
and our constant appeal to reason. “The 
implication is that the legitimate demands 
of the emotions are not satisfied in this 
process, In the sermon of Sunday, Feb- 


our insistence on 


ruary 26th, Mr. Backus will give his 
answer to this question. 

At 8:00 P.M. the first of the evening 
lectures by Mr. Mangasarian will be 
given. His subject will be “Religion for 
the People of the United States.” 


STUDY CLUB DANCE 


Remember the party on Friday eve- 
ning, February 17, sponsored by the 
Study Club. A splendid orchestra has 
been engaged for the dancing and other 
entertainment is planned for those who 
do not care to dance. Tickets are 50c. 
This will be a good opportunity for you 
to get acquainted with other members of 
the congregation. 


ALLIANCE CARD PARTY 


The women of the Alliance will meet 
at 10:30 A.M. for sewing on Thursday, 
February 23. In the afternoon, Mrs. J. 
H. Faulk will act as hostess for a card 
party under the auspices of the Alliance. 
Tickets are 50c. All of the women of 
the congregation are cordially invited to 
attend. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Mrs. David B. Lyons, 1119 Magnolia 
Avenue; Mrs. Mary T. MacLaren, 1136 
Stoneman Avenue, Alhambra; Miss 
Laura F. Rate, 303 N. Orange Grove 
Avenue, Burbank, and Miss Edith A. Ed- 
wards, 5703 Harold Way, Hollywood, 
have recently become members of the 
church. 


THE LITERATURE TABLE 


A supply of interesting new literature 
has been received by Mrs. J. P. Hunt, 
who has charge of the literature table, 
and may be purchased in the vestibule at 
the close of the service on Sunday morn- 
ings. 


WANTED 


A member of our congregation desires 
to find a Unitarian woman as a com- 
panion and to help with the work of a 
small home. Wages and home provided. 
Consult the Church Secretary, 
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GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 


Grateful acknowledgment is made to 
the family of Mr. R. H. F. Variel for 
the generous gift of a piano and other 


furniture to the church. The piano has 


been placed in the Community Hall. 


ICELANDIC UNITARIANS 


Mr. Backus had as his guest last week 
Rey. A. E. Kristjansson who is minister 
of a group of Icelandic Unitaian churches 
in northern Canada. Many times he 
travels fifty miles through blizzards in a 
sleigh to keep his preaching appoint- 
ments. Mr. Kristjansson reports that 
while Iceland has a state church which is 
nominally Lutheran more than half of its 
ministers are avowed Unitarians. There 
is a prosperous Icelandic Unitarian 
Church in Winnipeg. The brother of the 
Field Secretary of these Icelandic Uni- 
tarian Churches of Canada, Mr. Peturs- 
son, is a member with his family, of our 
congregation. 


THE DEBATE 


Reincarnation proved to be a very 


popular subject. Trinity Auditorium was 
packed and hundreds turned away when 
Mr. Hall and Mr. Backus debated. No 
decision was rendered, and a good time 


was enjoyed by all present. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
a. “Wedding Song” from Sir Oluf.. 
re SO eee ee Harriet Ware 
b. “Andante Cantible” from 
Symphony @Now4rens ees. Widor 
Ada Marsh Chick 

Song, “Let There Be Light,” Number 26. 

Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response, “The Human Prayer”.... 

ES Cat Ada Marsh Chick 
Howard Kerr 

Humanity which art everywhere, 
beloved be thy name. 

Thy Reign of Reason come, thy gentle 
will be done in this, and in all other 
lands. 

We give unto thee this day our daily 

service. 

do not pray for forgiveness, but 

invoke thine impartial justice. 

Lead us in the ways of honor, and deliver 
us from meanness. 

The welfare of humanity be our reward, 
and the consciousness of having de- 
served its gratiude, our glory, forever. 
Amen. 


Our 


We 


—M. M. Mangasarian. 
Responsive Reading, ‘“Cheerfulness,”’ 
Page 47. 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “A Song of the Night”. Wilkes 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “The Moving Finger Writes” 
from the Rubaiyat of Omar Khay- 
yam 
Cornelia Glover 
Address, “Omar Khayyam; a Poet’s Phil- 
osophy of Happiness”.......... 
EPA cho M. M. Mangasarian 
Song, “Be Lord of Self,’ Number 21. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


(Continued from page 1) 
Holland, Tolstoi in Russia, Emerson in 
America, Darwin, who was born on the 
same day as Lincoln, in England, and a 
host of others belong to this fellowship 
quite as much as does Jesus. It is not 
Christian any more than it is Jewish 
or Buddhist; it is universal, it is human, 
too great for any of the names that 


breathe of narrowness and _ division. 
Gandhi in India, though he is not a 
Christian, is much closer to Jesus than 
was William Jennings Bryan, Christian 
though he called himself. 


In the sense of orthodoxy Lincoln cer- 
tainly was not a Christian. He early 
revolted, mind and heart, from the su- 
perstitions and immoralities of the 
preaching he heard in his youth. He con- 
sidered himself an infidel and though as 
time went on he arrived at a better un- 
derstanding of the positive values that 
lay concealed in the Christianity about 
him, his own views never underwent any 
substantial change. He did not believe 
in God as a personal being who created 
the world, but rather as an impersonal 
force expressing itself in laws and work- 
ing towards justice and right. He did 
not believe in Jesus as the supernatural 
son of God, but only as a human being. 


There is more reason to regard him as 
a Christian from the liberal point of view 
because he certainly embodied in rich 
measure those qualities upon which the 
liberal places the emphasis in religion. 
Indeed Robert Collyer reports that Lin- 
coln, just before he was elected President, 
visited the office of the Chicago Tribune, 
and picking up a volume of Theodore 
Parker’s writings, remarked: “I ‘think 
that I stand about where that man 
stands.” Parker was a Unitarian minister. 


But is it not wiser, more in keeping 
with the true greatness of our martyr 
President, to place him in that Universal 
Fellowship that is larger than Christian- 
ity because it includes the finest spirits 
of all humanity? Surely Lincoln richly 
deserves to be placed there. No one in 
history better exemplifies the quality of 
that Fellowship. He said “I am nothing, 
truth is everything.” His great heart was 
filled with love for mankind; he gave 
“the last full measure of devotion” to — 
the cause of human progress. If we deny 
him the name Christian it is in order to 
enshrine him as a prophet of the religion 
of humanity,a leader of the Church 
Universal. 


Hi} 
Hi} 
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ARE WE PROGRESSING? 


Those who long for the good old times, 
and find it difficult to believe that, 
despite many oscillations, the world is 
forging ahead, steadily, though slowly, 
and sometimes, provokingly slowly, are 
invited to reflect, for example, upon the 
slight attention paid to the subject of 
education, a century or so ago, and the 
earnest devotion to it in the present day. 
It sounds incredible, and yet it is a fact, 
that not so very long ago education was 
as greatly feared as we now fear illiter- 
acy. 

A governor of Virginia thanked God 
there were no schools in the state over 
which he presided. The Abbe Gaume, a 
French ecclesiastic, called the secular 
school “the gnawing worm of modern 
society!” 

In those days the divines held that, 
“After Jesus Christ all inquiry is use- 
less.” “Education,” they contended, “is 
a robbery of God,” meaning thereby that 
to try to know things was trying to be 
like God, to whom alone belonged all 
the secrets of nature. The Christian 
Fathers denounced the schools as “the 
offspring of the Pagan world and inspired 
by demons.” 

One of the “Holy Fathers” seated in 
St. Peter’s chair thus wrote to an eccle- 
siastic who had taken up a study or two 
outside the catechism: “I hear that you 
have committed the unpardonable crime 
of teaching prophane letters.” By pro- 
phane he meant what the clergy mean 
when they describe all those outside the 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1928 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 26, 1928 


“What Have You for the Heart?” Mr. Backus . - - 
Radio KNX 6:30 P. M. 


“A Religion for the People of the United States” M. M. Mangasarian, 8 p.m. 


No. 24 


fold as “heathens.” Knowledge was pro- 
fanity. We are therefore surprised to 
read that as late as twelve hundred 
years after Christ, as one historian states 


(Continued on page 4) 


SPIRITUALIST AND SCIENTIST 

Sunday night, February 26th, Mr. M. 
M. Mangasarian begins his series of ad- 
dresses in our auditorium. His lecture on 
this occasion will have a prelude en- 
titled “Spiritualist Conan Doyle attacks 
Scientist Edison.” The prelude will be 
a regular feature of the Sunday eve- 
ning program. Each lecture will have a 
prelude under the general title “What 
they say.” It will be a discussion of the 
gossip of the pulpit and of the worth- 
while utterances of men of science and 
affairs. The subject of the first lecture 
is “A Religion for the People of the 
United States.’ That on March 4th will 
be entitled, “What is the Trouble with 
the World?” 

Mr. Mangasarian’s lecture last Sunday 
morning on “Omar Khayyam” was su- 
perb, abounding in pithy epigram, bril- 
liant word pictures, powerful and mov- 
ing truths. It was deeply appreciated 
by an audience which nearly filled the 
church. It is evident that seats will be 
at a premium during his evening series. 

Special music for the Sunday evening 
lectures will be furnished by C. Percival 
Garratt at the organ. He has had many 
years experience playing the Casavant 
and will be remembered for his brilliant 
recital in the Fall. The organ program 
will begin at 7:45 P.M. 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 
A review of the Old Testament will 
be the work of the Church School. A 
motion picture will be shown promptly 
at 10:00 o’clock. 


THE ADULT CLASS—i0 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Force of 
Mind.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—$9:50 A.M. 
“COLORADO STRIKE” 

Mr. David Ziskind, graduate of the 
University of Chicago and student of 
labor problems, will address the Study 
Club on the subject, “The Present Colo- 
rado Coal Strike.” 

Mr. Ziskind’s talk is the third of a 
series on economic questions. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 


Mr. C. H. Webb will address the 
Fellowship on the work of the Boy 
Scouts. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 

Miss Sarah Robertson, Home Investi- 
gator of the Children’s Hospital, will 
speak on “Social and Medical Hygiene,” 
stressing preventive measures. All who 
are interested in children are invited to 
attend this which meets in the 
church office. Fathers are especially 
urged to join this group. 


class 


NEXT SUNDAY 
March 4th. 


The subject of the sermon by Mr. 
Backus in the morning will be: “Has 


Christianity Done More Harm ‘Than 
Good?” In the evening Mr. Manga- 
sarian will lecture on “What Is the 


Trouble With the World?” 


CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

The musicians among us are asking 
if we cannot improve the quality of the 
congregational singing. ‘To this end we 
will confine ourselves for the present to 
a limited number of songs and see if we 
cannot all learn to sing them as they 
should be sung. 


SOCIAL HOUR 

Last Sunday night a group of about 
forty young people, beyond the college 
age, met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Backus for supper. Most of them, though 
regular attendants at the church, were 
strangers to each other. But this was 
quickly corrected and they became hap- 
pily acquainted. 

Out of their own experience they re- 
solved to see what can be done towards 
changing the conditions which at the pres- 
ent time prevent the young people who 
are interested in the church from getting 
to know each other. We have on our 
lists 150 or more who should naturally 
find their place in this group. 

The result was that arrangements were 
made to hold a Social Hour from 6:30 
to 8:00 on Sunday evenings during the 
period of Mr. Mangasarian’s lectures, be- 
ginning February 26. The place of 
gathering will be the parlor of the church. 
Light refreshments will be served. All 
young people interested in the church are 
invited to come and bring their friends. 
Seats will be reserved in the auditorium 
for the young people to attend the lec- 


_ture in a body. The following committee 


is in charge of arrangements: Miss 
Elynor Atherton, chairman; Mrs. A. K. 
Wuerker, Miss Ruth Ford, Mr. Girard 
Allen, Mr. Terry Faulk. 

Arrangements were also begun for a 
dance and social to be held on St. Pat- 
rick’s Day, Saturday, March 17th at 8:00 
P.M. This will be given in the Com- 
munity hall of the church and will be 
made a gala affair. The committee in 
charge consists of Miss Eve Smith, chair- 
man; Mrs. F. A. Butts, and Mr. Arthur 
Bell. Reserve the date. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The church membership book is kept at 
the Secretary's desk in the vestibule ex- 
cept on those Sundays when there is a 
public reception of members. Those who 
do not care for the public reception into 
the church are invited to add their names 
to the membership roll at any time they 
desire to do so. 
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CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The Camp Fire Girls will meet for 
their regular meeting on Friday after- 
noon, February 24, after school at the 
church, 


CURTIS REESE 


Dr. Curtis W. Reese, Secretary of the 
Western Unitarian Conference, Editor of 
the “Humanist Sermons,” has been elected 
Chairman of the General Conference of 
the American Unitarian Association for 
1929. He is a leader of the radicals and 
yet retains the confidence of the con- 
servatives. This him an_ ideal 
chairman for the General Conference. 
Mr. Reese has accepted an invitation to 
be the chief speaker at the Southern Cali- 
fornia Conference of Unitarian Churches 
to be held in San Diego, April 3rd and 
4th. Mr. Backus has asked him to speak 
at our church while he is on the coast. 


makes 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON 


The regular birthday luncheon will be 
held on Thursday, March 1, at which 
time Mrs. Florence Collins Porter will 
speak on “The American Green Cross.” 

After the business meeting at 2:00 
o’clock, Mrs. Cora V. Lambert, of Long 
Beach, will give a travel talk, “A Pil- 
grimage Through Europe.” 

All of the women of the congregation 
are most cordially invited to attend the 
luncheon, which is served at 12:30, and 
to enjoy the two interesting talks. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, 


a. Liberty Y antasia eee aes Maxson 


b. “Hymne of Sainte Cecile”... .Bruno 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Comradeship,” Number 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet; “The Buildér iigw evi os Cadman 
Responsive Reading, “Life,” Page 43. 
Announcements. 


Offertory, “Minuet and Trio”..... Calkin 
Ada Marsh Chick 


UT hes Plumas COUCH: wis aies « Nevin 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Solo, 


Address, “What Have You for the 


Heart?” 
E. Burdette Backus 


“When Thy Heart 


O’erflowing,” Number 41. 


Song, With Joy 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 


ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 


bers of the congregation at that time. 


(Continued from page 1) 


it, “there is more than one bishop who 
can not count the letters of the alphabet 
on his fingers.” 


The Protestants were equally afraid of 
the educated man. In England, as late 
as the eighteenth century, the only schools 
allowed were those in which the Bible 
was the one book studied. It was re- 
garded as a waste of time to read books 
written by men, when they had the book 
of God to read. The history of God’s 
people, the geography of God’s country, 
Palestine, were the subjects considered 
respectable. Even arithemitic had to be 
studied in biblical terms to make it edify- 
ing. 

The pupils were given such examples 
as the following to solve: “The Children 
of Israel were given to idolatry. At one 
time Moses put to death three thousand 
men for this sin. What digits would you 
use to express this number?” Another 
example in the school books of those 
times read: “Of Jacob’s four wives, Leah 
had six sons, Rachael had two, Hillah 
had two and Fillah had also two. How 
many sons had Jacob?” - 


These schools existed exclusively for 
the purpose of church propaganda. “To 
teach the doctrines of religion, and to 
communicate to the poor such knowledge 
as would keep them in their inferior sta- 
tion,” is the way an English bishop de- 
fined the purpose for which the clergy 
established schools. 


We read also that in those days when 
the Bible was the only school book, and 
the priest or preacher the only instructor, 
the people were as immoral as they were 
ignorant. Many drinking places in Lon- 
don exhibited the following sign in their 
windows: 

“Drunk for one penny; 
Dead drunk for two.” 


Realizing that the ecclesiastic has never 
been the friend of education, today the 
priest as well as the preacher are ex- 
cluded from the American School. 


Contributed by M. M. Mangasarian. 
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WHAT HAVE YOU FOR THE 
HEART ? 

We insist upon the supremacy of the 
intelligence because it holds the greatest 
promise of guiding our lives in a satis- 
factory way. This does not mean that 
we are “cold.” A life which starves the 
emotions is not a rational life, but rather 
an irrational one. There are certain 
deep, instinctive hungers of human na- 
ture which demand a legitimate satisfac- 
tion if we are not to be warped and 
twisted out of all semblance to that 
symmetrical development of all our pow- 
ers which should be our ideal. 

What we require is an intelligent satis- 
faction of our emotional needs. This 
will avoid the excess which is character- 
istic of the typical revival which does 
more harm than good. Psychologists in- 
form us that emotion which does not re- 
sult in action weakens rather than 
strengthens character. Much of the de- 
mand for emotion in religion is like the 
clamor of children who want more candy 
than is good for them. 

Instead of turning to the conventional 
religious conceptions for the means of 
gratifying the hunger of the heart we 
look to the normal emotions of a whole- 
some, well ordered life. The typical re- 
ligious emotions have been largely com- 
pensation for the failures of life; men 
have taken refuge in a dream world be- 
cause of their inability to fashion the 
real world so as to make it yield them 
what they crave. 

First of all we seek to cultivate the 
native courage of the human heart. We 
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live in a world which does not pamper 
us, but which is after all a world in 
which men and women of courage can 
achieve a life which is rich in the prizes 
it offers. The greatest enemy we have is 
fear and the establishment of courage 
gives a positive tone which is the basis 
of emotional satisfaction. 

In constructive work we find an out- 
let for the creative impulses of our na- 
ture; we enlist the adventurous spirit in 
the great causes of humanity which need 
assistance. In the warm affections of 


(Continued on page 4) 


DR. WILLIAM PICKENS 


Friday night, March 2nd, there will 
be a meeting under the auspices of 
our church in the main auditorium 
from 7:00 to 9:00. The speaker will 
be Dr. William Pickens, a negro 
gentleman who is continuing the work 
of Booker Washington for the ad- 
vancement of the colored people. He 
is a graduate of Yale University and 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. His 
home is in New York City. 

The subject on which he is to speak 
is “Fifty Years of Emancipation.” Dr. 
Pickens has a reputation as an in- 
spiring orator. Our people have a 
special interest in his work and in 
his subject, for Unitarians have done 
a great deal to aid various enter- 
prises among the negroes for the ad- 
vancement of their race. Let us be 
out in full force to greet Dr. Pickens. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 1928 


“Has Christianity Done More Harm Than Good?” 


“What is the Trouble With the World?” 


MR. BACKUS 10:50 A.M- 
M.M.MANGASARIAN-” 8P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 


THE CHURCH SCHOCL—10 A.M. 

“The Beginning of Christianity’ will 
be the subject for the Church School. 
Parents are urged to send the children 
regularly so that they may not lose the 
connection in these stories that are being 
offered. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Christian 
Science.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Must We Be Bohemian? 

The vast majority of free minds tend 
to be Bohemian rather than Puritan. Since 
Unitarianism is an offshoot of Congrega; 
tional interesting to 
notice the side Unitarians take in the 
ancient Bohemian-Puritan feud. 

Herbert Alexander will advocate in 
Open Forum at the Study Club on Sun- 
day morning, that a swing toward Puri- 
tanism by free thinkers is rational and 
desirable. All orthodox free thinkers re- 
gard Puritanical ideals as heretical and 
reactionary, so an interesting battle is in 
store. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 
Mrs. Backus will give an illustrated 
talk on Mohammed. 


Puritanism, it is 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


“How Much Freedom Shall Our Chil- 
dren Have?” will be the subject for dis- 
cussion in the Child Study Class. The 
opinions of Havelock Ellis, Ernest 
Groves and others will be reviewed. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


The subject of Mr. Backus’ sermon on 
Sunday morning, March 11, will be “Pa- 
triotism and Internationalism.’ In the 
evening Mr. Mangasarian will lecture on 
“The Story of Human Nature.” 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 
The senior group of Camp Fire Girls 
will meet at the church after school on 
Friday afternoon, March 2. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held in the 
church office on Monday evening, March 
5, at 8:00 o’clock. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


On March 8 the women of the Alliance 
will meet for sewing and a box luncheon 
will be enjoyed at 12:30. 


SOCIAL HOUR 


The Social Hour for young people in- 
stituted last Sunday night was greatly 
enjoyed by the large group that attended. 
The committee in charge had arranged 
an interesting program and devised in- 
genious means for getting the people well 
acquainted. The Social Hour will be 
continued through the remainder of the 
Sunday evening lectures. It is held from 
6 to 8 All young people interested in 
the church are invited to attend and to 
bring their friends. 

St. Patrick’s Day Dance — Saturday 
March 17th, 8 P.M. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Gladys Elizabeth Holmes, 


21st, 1928. 


February 


HUGH GIBSON 


Hugh S. Gibson, Ambassador to Bel- 
gium, who has just been appointed to 
head the American representation at the 
disarmament conference at Geneva, is the 
son of Mrs. Frank Gibson, long an hon- 
ored member of our church. 


F. R. CYR 


By action of the Board of Trustees, 
Mr. F. R. Cyr has been chosen to direct 
the ushering in cooperation with Mr. 
Binford. 


THE LITERATURE TABLE 


A large supply of interesting new liter- 
ature has been received and is on sale at 
the literature table in the vestibule after 
the service on Sunday mornings. 
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M. M. MANGASARIAN 
With this issue of the Los Angeles 
Unitarian you will receive a prospectus 
of the series of Sunday evening addresses 
which Mr. Mangasarian is to give in our 
church. You are asked to make use of 
this to invite your friends to attend the 


lectures. The subject for Sunday night 
is: “What Is the Trouble With the 
World?” 


A number of Mr. Mangasarian’s books 
and pamphlets will be on sale at the 
evening lectures. The profits from the 
sale of this literature are generously do- 
nated by Mr. Dellquest towards the ex- 
penses of the meetings. 

The organ recital, with C. Percival 
Garratt at the Casavant, begins at 7:40 
P.M. His program follows: 


Fantasia on Church Chimes..... Harriss 
“Somewhere a Voice is Calling”... Tate 
Tone Picture—“Dewdrops” ... Garratt 
Selection—“The Desert Song”..Romberg 
Offertory—“Dance of the Angels,” 

from “The New Life”..Wolf-Ferrari 


Postlude—March, from “Aida”....Verdi 


Thanks to the human heart by which we 


live, 

Thanks to its tenderness, its joys, and 
fears, 

To me the meanest flower that blows can 
give 


Thots that do often lie too deep for tears. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
Bi AGAGION. Miishe win theteonenedene apeiete Rogers 
bo Slumbere sone csecreierntc Schumann 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song,“ Comradeship,’ Number 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Dawn... on setnereie Curran 

Responsive Reading, “The Hope of 
Humanity,” Page 46. 

Announcements. 

Offertory, “Revery.) eee mooie Banks 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “The House by the Side of the 
Road? sdas teach ae Kenneth Clark 
Howard Kerr 


Address, “Has Christianity Done More 
Harm Than Good?” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “These Things Shall Be,” Number 
54. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


(Continued from page 1) 


friendship, in the passionate loves of men 
and women, in the tender feelings for our 
children, we find further food to feed the 
hunger of our hearts. The eager desire 
to know, to solve the problems of 
thought makes its contribution also, for 
it is a mistake to describe the intellec- 
tual processes as “cold,” they are warm, 
vital, full of emotional quality. Again 
in the realm of the aesthetic, the world 
of beauty in form, in color, in sound, we 
have another mine rich in the ore which 
meets the demands of the heart. If only 
we will exploit the natural resources 
that are ours we shall not want for suf- 
ficient emotional satisfaction. 


To be sure we shall fail many times; 
lives will be wrecked by untoward cir- 
cumstances, by their own chaotic and 
tumultuous powers. When this happens 
we are not able to give them by magic 
the things they have failed to achieve. 
We do not live in the “Arabian Nights.” 
But we can offer them the sympathy of 
understanding hearts, the help which will 
make their condition as tolerable as pos- 
sible when it cannot be remedied. We 
must not underestimate the potency of 
this help; it is exceedingly precious to 
the stricken heart. 


What have you for the heart? I an- 
swer: courage to face life with confid- 
ence; work to do that offers full play to 
our powers, adventure, high idealism; 
friendship and love, to shed a glow over 
all our path; the joy of knowledge; the 
appeal of beauty; the resignation of him 
who has done his best. All this does not 
satisfy the heart of man because it is the 
glory of his heart that its appetite is in- 
satiable. But it does provide him with 
sufficient strength to travel the path of 
life with honor to himself and profit to 
his fellows. ‘ 


THE TELESCOPE 


The telescope will be available for one 
hour before and one half hour after each 
of the evening services. 


Tr fe 
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WHY ROME FELL 


Edward Lucas White, the classical 
scholar and historian, has recently pub- 
lished a book under the title “Why Rome 
Fell.” The author holds that the Fall of 
Rome was “the greatest of all mankind’s 
disasters recorded by either history or tra- 
dition.” It is the thesis of his book that 
the rise of Christianity was the para- 
mount cause of the ruin of the Roman 
Empire and of the annihilation of the 
Greco-Roman culture and civilization. In 
this he agrees with Gibbon, the greatest 
of modern historians, to whom the book 
is dedicated. 

In the famous fifteenth and sixteenth 
chapters of his Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, Gibbon treats of the part 
which Christianity plays in his story. The 
temper of the age in which he wrote did 
not permit him to speak his mind without 
reservation on this subject, but even be- 
hind his veiled language it is easy to see 
that he could never forgive the religion 
which, in his opinion, had overthrown the 
“solid fabric of human greatness.” 

White, in his volume, elaborates this 
idea. He says that while the Empire 
would doubtless have crumbled from 
other causes it was not necessary that the 
culture of the ancient world should have 
perished with it. This is directly charge- 
able to Christianity because of its other- 
worldliness. The Christians were not in- 
terested in the great achievements of 
Greco-Roman civilization because they 
felt that this world was not their true 
home, but that their real life would begin 
when they entered the heavenly world. 


Consequently they were unperturbed as 
the culture, the art, the material magnific- 
ence of the Empire sank into oblivion. 
As Dr. Charles W. Eliot states in one 
of the pamphlets issued by the American 
Unitarian Association, the great sin of 


(Continued on page 4) 


A CATHOLIC PRESIDENT 


Mr Mangasarian continues his series of 
Sunday evening lectures on March 11th 
at 8:00 P.M. The prelude on this occa- 
sion will deal with the recent pronounce- 
ment by a Catholic paper that it would 
be undesirable at the present time to have 
a Catholic President of the United States. 
The subject of the lecture will be “The 
Story of Human Nature.” In it Mr. 
Mangasarian will contrast the traditional 
religious conception of our natures with 
that which is afforded by modern scien- 
tific thought. The large audiences which 
are attending the lectures are thoroughly 
delighted with the consummate artistry of 
the speaker in his epigramatic and 
thoughtful utterances. Bring your friends 
with you to enjoy a treat they can have 
nowhere else in Los Angeles 

The organ recital by Mr. Garratt at 
the Casavant begins at 7:40 P.M. His 
program follows: 


Concert Fantasia on “I] Trovatore”’ 


RR d antihe td eelagh tie. beta Verdi 
“Prelude and Serenade”.......... Drigo 
Air de Ballet, “Pierrette”....Chaminade 
Potpouri on Scotch Airs........ Garratt 
WMrarch and Chorus. ..0i. cece ess Wagner 


From “Tanhauser’. 


SUNDAY, MARCH IIth, 1928 


“Patriotism and Internationalism” , 


MR. BACKUS 10:50 A.M. 


Radio RNX 6:30 P.M. 


“The Story of Human Nature” 


M. M. MANGASARIAN 


8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The members of the Church School 
will begin the study of the New Testa- 
ment on Sunday, March 11. A motion 


picture will be shown promptly at ten 
o'clock. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard’s subject will be “The 
Origin of Life.” Dr. Bullard always 
presents a most interesting discussion and 
the adult members of the congregation are 
invited to attend his class at ten o’clock. 


THE STUDY CLASS—$9:50 A.M. 


The Los Angeles Newspapers 
Just how salacious, ethical, literary or 
veracious is the of Los 
Angeles? 
Every journal of Southern California 


daily press 


will be defended or offended in open 
forum in the Study Club on Sunday morn- 
ing. Every member will be privileged to 
boost the merits or decry the faults of 
any paper he has read or has retused to 
read. 


THE FELLOWSHIP, 10 A.M. 


Mr. Benshimol will address the Fellow- 
ship on the subject “The Beginnings of 
Christianity.” 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


“Children’s Reading” will be the sub- 
ject for discussion in the Child Study 
Class. Mrs. H. M. Lee will review Gruen- 
burg’s book on the subject and Mrs. F. R. 
Cyr will present Terman’s views. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


Mr. Backus will exchange pulpits with 
Mr. Abel of the Hollywood Unitarian 
Society on Sunday morning, March 18th. 
Mr. Abel will speak to us on the subject 
“Behavioristic Philosophy and Religion.” 
Mr. Mangasarian will lecture in the eve- 
ning on “Christianity and Common 
Sense.” 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The Junior group of Camp Fire Girls 
will meet at the church after school on 
Friday afternoon, March 9th. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Laymen’s League will be held on Wednes- 
day evening, March 14th. Rey. E. P. 
Ryland, General Secretary of the Church 
Federation of Los Angeles, will be the 
guest of the League and will speak on 
“Citizenship.” 

All the men of the congregation are in- 
vited to this dinner and it is urged that 
all those who expect to attend phone to 
the church office, DUnkirk 4683, and make 
their reservations not later than Monday, 
March 12. Dinner will be served at six- 
thirty and is 75c per plate. 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON 


The women of the Alliance will meet 
for luncheon at 12:30 on ‘Thursday, 
March 15th. The usual price of fifty 
cents will be charged. 

After the business meeting at 2:00 
o'clock, Mr. Burdette Moody, of the 
Bureau of Water and Power of the city, 
speak on “The Colorado River 
Dam.” Mr. Moody is well informed on 
this subject and the women of the con- 
gregation are invited to avail themselves 
of the opportunity of hearing him discuss 
a matter which is of such importance to 
California. 


will 


SOCIAL HOUR 


The Social Hour for the younger mem- 
bers of the Congregation will be held at 
6:00 P.M. Sunday evening in the Parlor 
of the Church. It is intended for young 
people beyond the college age. The meet- 
ings thus far have been a huge success 
and the group gladly welcomes all the 
young people who wish to come. Light 
refreshments are served. This Sunday 
each person is asked to wear something 
representing the title of a book. Prizes 
will be given to those guessing the largest 
number of titles. 
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AN ADDITION 


Using some very generous gifts the 
Women’s Alliance has equipped the plat- 
form of the Social Hall with some very 
elegant curtains which add greatly to the 
appearance of the room and help its 
acoustics. 


PERMANENT ENDOWMENT 


A gift of $1000.00 has been received 
by the church from donors who wish to 
remain unknown. By vote of the Trus- 
tees this will be made the start of a per- 
manent endowment fund the interest of 
which will be used for charitable and 
other purposes which are not provided 
for in our current budget. To it will be 
added the bequest of $5000.00 from Mr. 
Foord when it is received from the estate. 
The Trustees wish to take this occasion 
to direct the attention of the members of 
the congregation to the importance of 
building up this fund by gifts and be- 
quests. There is need of special founda- 
tions to meet such expenses as that of 
printing the minister’s sermons, maintain- 
ing the radio broadcasting, etc. The es- 
tablishment of such a fund makes a most 
suitable and enduring memorial. The 
Trustees will be glad to give legal advice 
concerning this matter. 


THE BUDGET CAMPAIGN 


A very good response has been received 
to date in the canvass for funds to meet 
the current expenses of the Church. 
Three hundred and four subscriptions 
have been received totaling $12,805.70. 
This is the largest number of subscribers 
and the largest amount that has been 
pledged in the history of the church But 
it is not sufficient. We still need another 
$7,500.00 to meet our requirements for 
the year. The chairman of the Executive 
Committee, Mr. Neuschafer, urges those 
who have not as yet subscribed to do so 
at once and any who are able to increase 
their subscriptions to indicate how much 
additional they can give. Many of our 
people established their habits of giving 
to the church when we were a small town 
church and have not realized that it is a 
very different matter to meet the financial 


obligations of a Metropolitan Church. 
We must revise our conceptions of giving 
and increase largely the amount. 
DEBATE 

Mr. Mangasarian and Dr. Frank Dyer 
are to debate “Humanism and Theism’” 
Friday night, March 16th in the Belmont 
Theater. Mr. Mangasarian speaking for 
“Humanism” and Dr. Dyer for “The- 
ism”. Tickets are 75 and 50 cents and 
may be secured at the church on Sunday. 


QUESTIONNAIRES 
The returns to the questionnaire Mr. 
Backus sent out are coming*in splendidly. 
If you have not returned yours, please do 
so at once as Mr. Backus needs it for the 
preparation of his sermon of March 25th. 
COMING EVENTS 


Saint Patrick’s Day Dance, Saturday, 
March 17th, §:00 P.M. Everybody in- 
vited. 

Mr. Abel, of Hollywood, preaches on 
Behaviorism, Sunday morning, March 
18th. 

Southern California Unitarian Confer- 
ence in San Diego, Wednesday and 
Thursday, April 3rd and 4th. 

Church Dinner, Friday the 13th of 
April. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Edgar A. Wyatt. 


THE FORUM MOVES 


Some months ago the officials of the 
Church were informed by the Tax As- 
sessor’s office that the Church would have 
to pay taxes if the Forum, which has been 
held on Friday nights in our auditorium, 
was continued after the first of March. 
Every effort was made to get this decision 
changed but without avail. Inasmuch as 
the taxes would amount to $5000.00 a year 
the Trustees did not feel that they could 
afford to continue the arrangement and 
consequently were compelled to notify 
the Forum that it would have to seek 
other quarters. It was with deep regret 
that this step was taken. The Forum has 
now secured the auditorium of the T.V.G. 
Building at 936 West Washington St., 
where it will continue to hold its meet- 
ings on Friday evenings, from 7 to 9 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. “Triumphal 
b. “Barcarole” 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “America the Beautiful,” No. 51. 

Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 

Quartet, “To Thee, O Country”. Eichberg 

Responsive Reading, “Freedom,” Page 39. 

Announcements, 


Offertory; Purhetta ss. areas Lemaigre 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “I Would Be True”. .Coleman-Chick 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address, “Patriotism and International- 
ism.” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “My Country is the World,” No. 53. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


(Continued from page 1) 


Christianity against humanity has been 
that for centuries it has maintained in the 
minds of men the idea that we live in a 
God-cursed world, cursed for man’s sin; 
that there is no use trying to overcome 
nature; that we should walk through this 
vale of tears bearing our evil lot as best 
we may; that our chief business is to 


hook up with the “plan of salvation” 
which shall get us into a better world. 
It was only when science broke through 
the tyranny of this superstition that man- 
kind began to go forward again. 

The impetus which led to the develop- 
ment of science came not from within 
Christianity but proceeded from the cul- 
ture of the ancient world, the rediscovery 
of which produced the Renaissance; we 
owe it to the thinkers of ancient Greece 
and Rome. The consequence has been 
that we have gradually been recovering 
something of the “Pagan” sense of the im- 
portance of this world and the possibili- 
ties it contains of achieving the joys which 
the Christians had relegated to heaven. 

It has been said that the line of human 
progress is a spiral; that we often come 
back to ideas which have been cherished 
in the past but on a higher level. Such 
would seem to be the case in this matter. 
We are returning to a religion which 
like that of the polytheism of the Mediter- 
ranean world prior to the birth of Chris- 
tianity expressed itself primarily in the 
service of this present life. But we have 
come back to this idea free of the great 
load of superstition which comprised the 
bulk of that religion. In addition we are 
returning with the tool of science in our 
hands, which by its achievements and its 
methods promises a larger measure of ful- 
filment for human hopes than anything 
which the past offered even at the height 
of its glory. 

At length we are beginning to formu- 
late a conscious and definitely conceived 
purpose for human life as a whole on this 
planet. We are beginning to draw the 
plans and specifications for the civiliza- 
tion we intend to build. We are begin- 
ning to marshall our forces and lead them 
forward to the work that must be done. 
As we progress in the adventure we shall 
exult in the strength that we discover in 
ourselves; we shall know the ecstacy of 
union with our fellows in a joyous and 
triumphant throng which goes singing its 
way on to a progressive realization of the 
glorious ideal that Tike a pillar of flame 
moves ever in the van. 


1} 
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WORLD UNITY 


In an article published in the news- 
papers a few months ago Mr. H. G. 
Wells denounced patriotism as the great- 
est obstacle to the peace and unity of 
mankind. He said that it had become the 
religion of the western world and that so 
long as we continued to worship the flag 
and to speak the language of “national- 
ism’ we must expect the recurrence of 
wars. His proposal was that we should 
deliberately cultivate the 
mind as an indispensable safeguard to 


international 


peace. 

There is much justice in his criticism of 
a certain narrow type of nationalism 
which has been rampant since the war, 
but it does not seem fair or true to the 
fact to identify all patriotism with this 
particular brand. It is quite possible for 
genuine love of country to be accom- 
panied by a critical attitude of mind 
which protests vigorously against those 
elements in the national life which con- 
flict with the broader interests of man- 
kind. Indeed the highest type of patriot- 
ism is that which is ever on the alert to 
guide the life of the beloved country into 
those paths which are in harmony with 
the best interests of men everywhere. 
Patriotism and internationalism are no 
more incompatible than are love of family 
and good citizenship. 

It is evident to intelligent men in all 
lands today that patriotism is not enough 
and that the mistakes to which it is sub- 
ject by virtue of its narrowness must be 
corrected by Mazzini’s principle that 
“above all nations is humanity.” No 
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country is a law unto itself; the theory 
that a nation can do no wrong is fatal. 
We must recognize that there are prin- 
ciples of righteousness and justice which 
are binding on nations as well as on in- 
dividuals. These are determined by the 
broad interests of humanity. We must 
learn to think of the life of all mankind 
on this planet as a unit. This does not 
mean that we are all to be merged into 
one super-state. 
“diversity in unity.” 


Our present ideal is 
Each nation shall 
retain its integrity and make its contri- 
bution to the whole. 

There are powerful forces at work in 
the world to make this ideal seem purely 
academic and visionary. The narrow 
type of patriotism against which Mr. 
Wells inveighs is one. The competitive 
armaments of the great nations is an- 
other. A bill in the Congress of the 
United States calls for an appropriation 
of 740 million dollars for navy construc- 
tion. Peace lovers throughout the country 
feel that it would be a calamity for the 
bill to pass. Then there is another ob- 
stacle to international amity in what we 
describe as “economic imperialism,” the 

(Continued on page 4) 


DEBATE 


Resolved, That Humanism is an 


adequate substitute for Theism. 
Mr. 
Dr. Frank Dyer, negative. 


Mangasarian, affirmative. 


Belmont Theater 
Friday, March 16th. 8:00 P.M. 
Tickets 75 and 50 cents. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 1928 


“Behaviorism” ~- . ’ , 
“Christianity and Common Sense” = - 


THEODORE C. ABEL , 
M. M. MANGASARIAN” - 


10:50 A.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 

The Church School will meet at 10:00 
o’clock, continuing the study of the New 
Testament. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Genetics.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


“Whither are we drifting in{education ?” 
will be the theme of a talk by Mr. Willis 
Newton, instructor in Social 
Manual Arts High School. 


Mr. Newton, it will be remembered by 
many, gave a series of reviews on Speng- 
“Decline of the West” last year 
before the club. 


Science, 


ler’s 


Mr. Newton has a liberal and analyti- 
cal mind and will afford the club a new 
conception of education. The Study Club 
meets in the Alliance parlor at 9:50 each 
Sunday morning. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


Mr. Karl Howenstein, Director of the 
Otis Art Institute will speak on the sub- 
ject “The Artist and the Children.” All 
those interested in children are invited to 
attend this study group which meets in 
the church office. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


Mr. Backus will speak in the morning 
on “Religion and Social Problems.” If 
you have not returned your questionnaire 
please do so at once, as the answers to 
some of the questions are important to 
Mr. Backus in preparing this sermon. 

In the evening Mr. Mangasarian will 
lecture on “What is an Educated Per- 
son?” 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 
The senior group of Camp Fire Girls 
will meet at the church after school, Fri- 
day afternoon, March 16. 


ST. PATRICK’S DAY DANCE 


On Saturday evening of this week, 
March 17th, the members of the Study 
Club will sponsor a St. Patrick’s dance. 
A splendid orchestra has been engaged 
and all the members of the congregation 
are invited to enjoy the evening together. 
An admission of 50c will be charged. 
Light refreshments will be served. 


THE SUNDAY EVENING SOCIAL 
HOUR 


The Social Hour which is being held 
each Sunday evening from 6:00 until 8:00 
for the young people of the congregation, 
continues to be very popular. For the next 
three weeks Mrs. Samuel D. Aldrich will 
be chairman of the committee in charge of 
arrangements and her assistants will be 
Mrs. Girard Allen, Mr. F. A. Butts and 
Mr. Henry Mankin. Any young people 
are most cordially invited to attend this 
informal gathering. A light supper is 
served. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


The Alliance women have a great deal 
of sewing on hand at the present time 
and the members of this organization are 
urged to come on Thursday, March 22, to 
A box 


assist in completing the work. 
luncheon wil be served at 12:30. 


CARD PARTY 


Mrs. Stella B. Wright will be hostess 
for the card party under the auspices of 
the Alliance, scheduled for Friday eve- 
ning, March 23. ‘Tickets are 50c, and 
may be obtained from: Mrs. Wright or at 
the church office. 


ADDITIONAL GIFTS 


The members of the congregation con-, 
tinue their generous gifts to the furnish- 
ing of the building. Recently Mrs. Mary 
D. Greble gave a lovely silver coffee urn; 
Mrs. D. C. Ross provided table linen for 
the dining room and Mrs. W. H. Fox 
sent a piano. 


eRe 
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SPECIAL EASTER OFFERING 

Continuing the custom of this church, 
a special Easter offering will be taken 
for the work of the denomination at large 
and for the current expenses of the local 
church. Envelopes for this contribution 
will be sent out with the calendar the 
week preceding Easter and you are urged 
to return them on Easter morning or 
mail them promptly to the office if you 
are unable to attend the service that day. 


MR. BACKUS SPEAKS 

On Saturday evening, March 10th, Mr. 
Backus addressed the engineers of the 
city schools at the Luther Burbank Junior 
High School, reviewing the life of Luther 
Burbank in a memorial service. On Tues- 
day, March 13th, he reviewed Diffen- 
bach’s “Religious Liberty— The Great 
American Illusion,” at the Hollywood 
Alliance. On March 28th Mr. Backus is 
to speak before the Woman’s Club of 
Inglewood on the subject, “The Inter- 
national Mind.” 


OFFICE HOURS 
Mr. Backus will be unable to keep his 
regular office hours on Wednesday and 
Friday, March 21st and 23rd. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
a. “Meditation” 
b. “Kamennoi-Ostrow” ....Rubenstein 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Song, “Comradeship,” Number 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “To a Wild Rose”..MacDowell 
Responsive Reading, “Truth,” Page 40. 


Announcements. 
Offertory, “A Summer Morning”. Barbour 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “Salutation of the Dawn’.... 
Laricibess cls eaeeeecias rotons (oteereN aN Stevenson 
Cornelia Glover 


Address, “Behavioristic Philosophy 
and Religion.” 
Theodore Curtis Abel 


Song, “I Would Be True,’ Number 28. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


Continued from page 1) 
struggle between the nations for control 
of the world’s resources in raw material 
and the markets for manufactured goods. 
Race hatred and religious bigotry consti- 
tute further formidable barriers. 

But on the other hand there are mighty 
forces at work to bind the peoples of the 
world together. Science has contributed 
largely to this end by bringing us all so 
close together. 
now the nations are like next door neigh- 
bors. He who has eyes to see can dis- 
cern in such an achievement as that of 
Col. Lindbergh not alone a sign of man’s 
progressive mastery of the air but also a 
portent of the day when national bound- 
ary lines will be of little significance. 
Science is filling the minds of men every- 


It is literally true that 


where with a uniform body of knowledge 
which must be quite as potent as its me- 
chanical inventions in making them aware 
of their essential unity. There is also 
developing a sense of economic unity, a 
realization that the prosperity of one na- 
tion is closely linked up with that of the 
other. Perhaps most significant of all is 
the increase of the number of men and 
women in all lands who have the inter- 
national mind, who do their thinking in 
terms of universal welfare. They realize 
that the destructive and the constructive 
forces of human life cut across all bound- 
aries and they are intent on lending their 
aid to the constructive powers wherever 
they may manifest themselves. 

There are vast and complex problems 
in international relations for whose solu- 
tion we must look to the men of practical 
affairs. Idealism alone is not sufficient. 
But each one of us can make a contribu- 
tion to world unity by demanding of our 
leaders that they work to that end and by 
supporting them in their endeavors. In 
this hour of the world’s history we shall 
best reveal our patriotism by insisting 
that America— 

“Lead the world triumph of peace and 
good-will.” 


CHRISTIANITY AND COMMON 
SENSE 

Last Sunday evening Mr. Mangasarian 
had the largest audience of the present 
series. The lower floor was filled and a 
goodly number was in the balcony. This 
Sunday he speaks on “Christianity and 
Common Sense” with a prelude on Col. 
Lindbergh’s statement of faith. The lec- 
ture will be preceded at 7:40 by an organ 
recital with C. Percival Garratt at the 
Casavant. His program follows: 


Selection from “Cavalleria Rusticana” 


sedsea\s ath eh eect Mascagni 
Largo from “Xerxes” {723 nee Handel 
Intermezzo, “Moonbeams and 

Shadows”. .;... ... sj. 5aaneeea Garratt 


Poet and Peasant Overture... 


....Suppe 
Coronation March ........ ...Meyerbeer 


Tee 
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BEHAVIORISM AND RELIGION 


Behaviorism is the science of human 
adjustments. It is interested in knowing 
how and why the human animal reacts 
to various stimuli. It hopes to learn how 
to control man’s actions in any given en- 
vironment. It believes that when suffici- 
ent scientific data have been gathered 
from experimental methods, it will be 
possible to predict just what a man’s re- 
action to a given stimulus will be, and 
likewise, if the reaction is known, just 
what stimulus caused it. 


The human organism is built up of 
cells and their products. These form 
the tissues of the body which in turn are 
built up into the various functional or- 
gans which may be classified in three 
general groups: the sense organs, the or- 
gans of reaction, including muscles and 
glands and the nervous system which con- 
nects the sense organs with those capable 
of reacting to stimuli. The Behaviorist 
simply observes the behavior of this hu- 
man organism in its various environments 
and when confronted with various 
stimuli. Its initial approach to the whole 
problem of human behavior is therefore 
directly opposite to that of the Psycholo- 
gist who assumes the existence of consci- 
ousness and approaches the problem 
through introspection. 

Experiments thus far lead the Behavi- 
orist to believe that the whole concept of 
instinct is meaningless, that every act has 
a genetic history, that all complex be- 
havior is a growth or development out of 
simple responses, that man’s emotional 
life is “built up bit by bit by the wear 
and tear of environment upon him” and 
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that hitherto this building up process has 
been hit or miss. What is more important, 
however, is that the Behaviorist is learn- 
ing how these emotional reactions may be 
built up or worn down and hence offers 
us an opportunity to improve human 
character. 

All of this is very startling to the or- 
thodox religionist, for religion has been 
concerned with the salvation of the soul, 
while the Behaviorist finds it possible to 
account for all man’s behavior without 
any recognition of the soul’s existence. 
Moreover, religion continues to practice 
the habit of prayer and even to appoint 
“days of prayer” for various purposes, 
whereas the Behaviorist is finding the laws 
of cause and effect to be just as inviol- 
able in the realm of human behavior as in 
any other realm of nature, and hence 
prayer is reduced to an absurdity. 

Again, religion has based all its teach- 
ings of morality on the doctrine of the 
freedom of the will, but if the Behavior- 

(Continued on page 4) 


YOUR SERMON 


You are providing the material for 
the sermon of Sunday morning on “The 
Church and the Social Problem.” Mr. 
Backus has been studying and classifying 
the answers which you have made to the 
questionnaire and will report Sunday on 
the amount of Social work being done by 
our people and the ideas which they have 
on the part that the church should take in 
relation to the Social problems. It will 
be an address of unusual importance and 
should command the presence of every 
member of our congregation. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 1928 
“Religion and Social Problems” 


MR. BACKUS , 


10:50 A.M. 


KNX 6:30 P. M. 


“What is an Educated Person?” 


Mr. MANGASARIAN 


8:00 P.M. 


to 


THIS SUNDAY 
THE CHURCH SCHOOL—10 A.M. 


The Fellowship will meet with the 
Church School at ten o’clock. A motion 
picture will be shown promptly at 10:00. 
After a talk on early Christianity the 
school will divide into class groups for 
Bible reading and discussion. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture this 
week will be “The Evolution of Intellig- 
ence.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


No More Latin or Geometry. 

What kind of subjects shall we teach 
and how shall they be taught, if we are to 
build up the ideals of an ideal free and 
intelligent society in the growing gener- 
ations? 

Is there any reason to continue Latin, 
Greek, Mathematics, Grammar, etc., in 
our schools? Should we devote more at- 
tention to moral ideals, economics, hy- 
giene, social problems? Should we teach 
a trade or a culture? 

These mooted points will be the burden 
of the Study Club Forum on Sunday, 
March 25. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


The Child Study Class will meet in the 
church office at 10:00 o’clock. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


On Sunday morning, April 1st, Mr. 
Backus will speak on the subject “Con- 
flict of Human Will and Natural Law.” 

In the evening Mr. Mangasarian has 
for his lecture subject “Religious and 
Scientific Proofs of Immortality Scien- 
tifically Considered.” 


OF INTEREST TO THE MEN 
The Federated Church Brotherhoods 
of California are holding a mass meet- 
ing at the First Baptist Church on Thurs- 
day evening, March 29th, to which the 
men of our church are invited. Cards 
announcing the subjects to be discussed 

are available at the secretary’s desk. 
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ALLIANCE PROGRAM 
POSTPONED 


Owing to the illness of the chairman 
the Oriental Bazaar scheduled for March 
29th is indefinitely postponed. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The Junior Group of Camp Fire Girls 
will meet at the church after school on 
Friday afternoon, March 23rd. 


SOCIAL HOUR 


The Social Hour from 6:00 to 8:00, 
preceding the Sunday evening lecture, is 
filling a great need in the church life. 
It is well attended by young people be- 
yond the college age and everyone has a 
good time. Light refreshments are served 
at a cost of 10 cents each The committee 
in charge arranges an informal program. 
The invitation is cordially extended to all 
young people. 


THE CHURCH LIBRARY 


Mr. Chas. H. Cushing has been en- 
gaged for weeks in the task of catalogu- 
ing the church library. Mr. Cushing is 
a librarian by profession and because of 
his patient perseverance our 2000 vol- 
umes are now catalogued and classified 
according to library standards and are 
ready for circulation. The church owes 
a deep debt of gratitude to Mr. Cushing 
for his services in this matter. 

Mrs. West, the Church Secretary, will 
be in charge and the books may be se- 
cured at any time when she is on duty. 

The library contains a good collection 
of books on religion from the liberal point 
of view, and also a wide variety in gen- 
eral literature, history, etc. It is desired 
particularly to strengthen it in books deal- 
ing with the Uintarian position and gifts 
to that end will be greatly appreciated. 


NEW MEMBERS 

It is our custom to receive new mem- 
bers at the close of the service on Easter 
Sunday. Any persons who are con- 
templating joining are invited to do so 
at this time. Mr. Backus will be glad to 
talk with those who desire further in- 
formation regarding the meaning of mem- © 
bership in our church. 
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105% 

At the suggestion of Louis C. Cornish, 
President of the American Unitarian As- 
sociation, the Unitarian Churches of the 
country are entering upon a plan to double 
the strength of the denomination in the 
next twenty years. This calls for an in- 
crease of five per cent each year. The 
following quotation from a letter signed 
by the officers of our various national 
organizations gives the outline of the 
plan: 

“Let us endeavor by the first of May 
to make our fellowship in all departments 
105% of what it is today. This means 
that there should be at least 5% more 
members in our churches; at least 5% 
larger support for both the local work 
and for the general enterprises of the 
fellowship; that there should be at least 
5% increase in membership and attend- 
ance in the Church Schools, in the Alli- 
ance, League, and Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union. It means at least 5% gain 
toward financial independence, at least 5% 
increase in the number of new enterprises 
started, new church organizations, new 
Alliance branches, new League chapters, 
new Young People’s societies, and a like 
increase in influence for good in the com- 
munity.” 

A number of the churches have already 
reached this goal. It would mean a big 
task for us, but it is by no means beyond 
our power. It is really easier for the 
larger churches to accomplish this than 
for the smaller ones. Would it not be 
splendid for our church to double its 
strength and more than double its influ- 
ence in the next twenty years? We can 
do it, if we begin now! 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
a. 1] Trovatore (Fantasia) 
PLAN Seluss aNd |LOG ease nels Cocker 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “The Noble Host,” Number 34. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response,“May the Words of My Mouth.” 
Howard Kerr 
Duet, “Guide of the Nations”....... 
BEL Sere BL i EVE I me Fisher-Chick 
Cornelia Glover Howard Kerr 


Responsive Reading, “A Creed of Life,” 
Page 41 


Announcements. 


Offertory, “Meditation” .......E. d’ Evry 
Ada Marsh Chick 


SolowssGarth is senoughver. cnr Warford 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address, “Religion and Social Problems.” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song “Forward Through the Ages,” Num- 
ber 64. 


Benediction. 
Postlude. 


(Continued from page 1) 


ist is right, man is the inevitable product 


of his environment. (It should of course 


be kept in mind that by environment is 
meant the sum total of all the influences 


of early infancy, childhood, home train- 
ing, education, life experience, etc.) 

The only religion that will have the 
ability to breathe in the atmosphere of 
Behaviorism, is the religion of Human- 
ism. Humanism, like Behavorism, works 
with the tangible materials which nature 
has provided without assuming the ex- 
istence of anything else of a metaphysical 
nature. Like Behaviorism, also, Human- 
ism has for its sole purpose the service 
of man and the development of a more 
perfect human society, and like Behavior- 
ism, also, Humanism has for its sole pur- 
pose the service of man and the devel- 
opment of a more perfect human society, 
and like Behaviorism, Humanism frankly 
accepts the methods of science in the 
working out of its purposes. 

—Theodore Curtis Abel. 


THREE MORE LECTURES 


Mr. Mangasarian is with us for three 
more lectures. Sunday night his prelude 
is on “Mother India,” the book dealing 
with conditions in India which has raised 
a furore in this country and abroad. The 
title of his address is “What Is An Edu- 
cated Person?” The lecture will be pre- 
ceded by an organ recital beginning at 
7:40 P.M. with Mr Garratt at the con- 
sole. The program follows: 
Introduction to Third Act, with Bridal 


Chorus from “Lohengrin”..... Wagner 
Transcription, “Ave Maria” ....Gounod 
La Cinquantaine (Golden Wedding) . . 

Oh hea spans 6a eee Gabriel Marie 
Selections from Madam Butterfly.... 

etre neals tee sage Puccini 
Marche Militaire in E Major...Schubert 


ARE YOU GOING? 


The Southern California Conference of 
Unitarians will meet in San Diego, April 
3rd and 4th, as guests of the First Uni- 
tarian Church of that city. The first 
meeting will be on the evening of April 
3rd, when Mr. Curtis W. Reese, of Chi- 
cago, will be the speaker. His subject 
will be Humanism. The following morn- 
ing his address will be discussed pro 
and con by Mr. Abel of Hollywood, and 
Mr. Macdonald of Santa Monica. Mr. 
Bard, of San Diego, will be the luncheon 
speaker; his subject, “The Blue Menace.” 
The afternoon will be devoted to an au- 
tomobile trip. The evening meeting will 
be addressed by Dr. Aked and Mr. 
Backus, both speaking to the subject “The 
Religion of the Future.” 

The San Diego Church will entertain 
all visiting delegates at the Churchill 
Hotel. It is important to the success of 
the Conference that our congregation be 
well represented. All who can attend are 
asked to notify Mrs. West. Any who 
plan to drive down and who can ac- 
commodate additional passengers are 
urged to fill their cars. Our Conferences 
are delightful occasions of inspiration and 
good fellowship. Plan to go. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 


A few weeks ago Mr. Backus sent out 
a questionnaire asking the members of 
the congregation to indicate what they 
thought the attitude of the church ought 
to be towards the social problems. A 
most gratifying response has been ob- 
tained. Two hundred and _ twenty-one 
individuals replied; many of them wrote 
at length and offered valuable sugges- 
tions. The minister is exceedingly grate- 
ful for the cooperation he has had in the 
matter. The general results of the ques- 


tionnaire are given below. 


The first portion dealt with the social 
work that is now actually being done by 
the members of our congregation. Eigh- 
teen persons reported that they are pro- 
fessionally engaged in such work, as set- 
tlement workers, directors of public health 
program, executive officer of Municipal 
League, etc.; six others stated that while 
not at present professionally employed in 
such work they had been so engaged; 
two young people reported that they were 
preparing themselves to enter this field. 
The total number of professional social 
workers may, then, be placed at 22; this 
is over 13% of all who sent in replies, 
an astonishingly high figure! 

A number of our members have been 
conspicuous for their volunteer service to 
public causes, some of them giving the 
major portion of their time and energy 
to such work. The questionnaire revealed 
the fact that these individuals are simply 
outstanding examples of a spirit that is 
widespread among our people. Twenty- 
nine percent reported that they are ac- 
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tively engaged in some form of volunteer 
social work outside of what is done with- 
in the church itself. Progressive educa- 
tion Boy Scout work, Conservation, 
Travelers’ Aid, Good Will Industries, 
are but a few of the activities that engage 
the interest of our members. Some of 
them have established and 
maintained organizations that are doing 
notable work. 


themselves 


Forty-five per cent report 
that they are making financial contribu- 
tions to social causes. As the minister 
in this section there 
surged in him frequently that joy which 
is close to tears. 


read the returns 


The second portion of the questionnaire 
asks what our church as an organization 
should do relative to the social problems. 
Ninety-five per cent of those replying in- 
dicated that they thought it ought to take 
an active interest, but more than half of 
these stated that they thought our greatest 
contribution could be made by specializ- 
ing as spokesman of liberal religion and 
that any active participation in social 
affairs should be secondary. The general 
impression made is that our members 
desire that our church shall be “A re- 
ligious center with a civic circumference,” 
—perhaps a “world circumference.” 

How should we function socially? was the 
next question. The preponderant opinion 
was that this should be done through the 
existing social agencies. Some of the pro- 
fessional social workers stated that there 
is great need, in the supporting member-. 
ship of many of the organizations, of 
men and women of the liberal point of 


(Continued on page 3) 


SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 1928 


“Nature and the Will of Man” 


“Is Life Worth Living Without Immortality?” 


MR. BACKUS 10:50 A.M. 
M. M. MANGASARIAN 8 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—29:45 A.M. 
Parents! 


It has been decided to begin the Church 
School at 9:45 instead of at ten o’clock 
as in the past This additional quarter of 
an hour will be devoted to singing. Please 
have your children present at the earlier 
hour. It is just as important that they 
be prompt on Sunday as it is that they get 
to school on time during the week. No 
effective work can be done if we are con- 
stantly interrupted by late arrivals. 
cooperation will be appreciated. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Your 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on ‘Societal 
Evolution.” 
THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


CENSORSHIP 


Should we allow plays and books to 
glorify vice and crime or should we 
censor them when they reach an extreme? 
If so, who shall be competent to decide 
when a play is no longer moral? Shall 
their standard of decency be based upon 
the catechism, the philosophy of Nietzsche, 
or the tenets of Main Street? 

Admitting that it is hard to delegate 
the power to dub a play naughty or nice, 
shall we then allow commercialism to 
feed the public with sexational scenes and 
erotic plots? 

The meeting will be in open forum. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 

O. L. Triggs, formerly connected with 
the University of Chicago, will give an- 
other delightful talk on Progressive Edu- 
cation. This time he will take up John 
“Principle of Interest.” All 
those interested in education are invited 
to attend this class which meets in the 
office of the church. 


Dewey’s 


NEXT SUNDAY 
April 8th 
‘The Easter Sermon will be delivered 
by Dr. Curtis W. Reese of Chicago, ‘The 
next issue of the Los Angeles Unitarian 
will tell you more about him. 


Mr. Mangasarian will give the conclud- 
ing lecture of his Sunday evening series. 
The subject is “A Glorious Easter.” The 
prelude to this lecture will be “My Im- 
pressions of Los Angeles.” 


SAN DIEGO 

Ten persons have announced their in- 
tention of going to the Unitarian Con- 
ference in San Diego. We ought to have 
several times that many. Can you not 
join the delegation? The Conference be- 
gins Tuesday night, April 3rd, with an 
address by Curtis W. Reese, of Chicago, 
and continues through the next day, clos- 
ing with a platform meeting in the eve- 
ing, addressed by Dr. Bradford Leavitt 
and Mr. Backus. Our San Diego hosts 
must know at once how much space to 
engage for us at the Churchill Hotel 
where we are to be entertained. Phone 
your reservation to the church at once, 
DUnkirk 4683. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held Monday 
evening, April 2, at eight o’clock in the 
office of the church. 

ALLIANCE BIRTHDAY 
LUNCHEON 

The April birthdays will be celebrated 
at a luncheon at 12:30 on Thursday, April 
5th. Mr. Backus will be the luncheon 
speaker. 

The business meeting will be conducted 
at 2:00 o’clock as usual, and Miss Leta 
Horlocker will be the principal speaker 
for the afternoon, taking as her subject 
“An Appreciation of Art in Relation to 
Everyday Life.” 

SOCIAL HOUR 

Jolly games, contests with prizes for 
the winners, good eats, a happy social 
time, have been the features of the Sunday 
evening gatherings which, during the past 
few weeks, have served to get the young 
people of the church who are beyond the 
college age, acquainted with one another, 
Come from 6 to 8 and enjoy the com- 
panionship of your fellow liberals. 
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view. The majority thought that the 
church could perform a valuable service 
by directing individual members to those 
organizations in which they would find 
opportunity for service in accord with their 
interests. In a city as vast as ours the 
new residents find it difficult to learn 
where they can best use the time they 
may have to devote to such work. 

In response to the question as to 
whether or not the church should ad- 
minister charity among its own members, 
and seek to secure employment for those 
out of work, 59% said “yes” and the re- 
mainder “no.” This is a matter that is 
a continual source of embarassment and 
heartache at the present time because we 
have a constant succession of demands 
made on us and no adequate way of 
meeting them. 

A decided majority was in favor of 
the establishment of a department of So- 
cial Science in the church for the purpose 
of conducting classes and Forums for the 
study of social problems, to make special 
investigations where advisable, and to 
have general supervision of this aspect 
of the church life. 

Fifty per cent were in favor of con- 
centrating our interest in institutional so- 
cial work on Maternity Cottage, which 
was started in our church, and on Sun- 
set Hall, our projected home for the 
elderly. Others said we should not con- 
fine our interests to these but should aid 


other institutions as far as our means 


permit. The development of a school 
under liberal auspices was urged by 
several. 


The most decisive reply was given to 
the question as to whether or not the min- 
ister should preach on social and economic 
problems. Only 18 said that he should 
not. Seventy per cent said that he should 
and many of them were emphatic about 
it, indicating that in their opinion the 
supreme ethical issues are to be found 
here and that the minister would be ne- 
glecting his most important field if he 
avoided these subjects. Another 30% 


gave a qualified approval to the discus- 
sion of such subjects from the pulpit, usu- 
ally stating that the minister should be 
entirely free to decide for himself. Thus 
a full 90% is agreeable to a study of 
social questions in the light of religious 
idealism. 

The net result of the questionnaire is 
to make the minister aware that he has at 
his disposal valuable material for the 
formulation and execution of a construc- 
tive program along these lines. Less than 
half of the questionnaires were returned, 
but a study of the list of those who did 
not answer reveals the fact that many of 
them are just as active in social work 
as are those who did reply, and it seems 
fair to assume that the returns indicate 
the general temper of mind of our con- 
stituency. The next step will be to pro- 
ceed with the organization of a program 
based on the information that the survey 
has made available. 


FLOOD RELIEF 
The Study Club has donated the sur- 
plus of $20.00 from its recent dance to 
the Flood Relief. 
CAMP FIRE GIRLS 
The Senior Group of Camp Fire Girls 
will meet at the church after school on 
Friday afternoon, March 30th. 


$2000.00 

The Easter contribution to our work 
ought to bring us at least $2000.00 to 
help us close up the gap between what 
has been pledged to the support of the 
church and our necessary expenses for 
the year. $600.00 of this amount will be 
used for our annual contributions to the 
American Unitarian Association, the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference, the Ministers’ 
Pension Fund, and the support of our 
adopted church in Transylvania. The 
remaining amount will be applied to our 
own expenses. You will 
next week’s copy of the Los Angeles Uni- 
tarian, a special envelope for your con- 
tribution. Please bring it to church on 
Easter Sunday. Only the most generous 
giving on the part of each friend of the 
church will meet our needs. 


receive with 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 


a. “Processional” 
b. “Les Rameaux” 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “The Spacious Firmament on High” 
Number 1. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response. 
Howard Kerr 


Solo, “The Arrow and the Song”. Pinsuti 
Julian Ginsberg 


Responsive Reading, “The Spirit of Man” 
Page 44. 


Announcements. 


Ofertory, | Largovn erat euler ses Handel 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Quartet, “Break, Break, Break” Neidlinger 
Address, “Nature and the Will of Man.” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “Hail the Glorious Golden City,” 
Number 46. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


PROCTOR ACADEMY 


Our Unitarian school at Andover, New 
Hampshire, now under the leadership of 
Carl B. Wetherell, who until recently 
was the Secretary on the Pacific Coast, is 
in urgent need of funds and is appealing 
for contributions in small amounts. Any- 
one who would like to give a dollar or 
two to this purpose is asked to hand the 
amount to the mininister. 


CHURCH DINNER 

We are going to try an experiment— 
a church dinner at 50c a plate, Friday 
the 13th of April! At this price we can 
admit only those who have purchased 
their tickets in advance. Our dining 
room seats only 225. If you want to be 
numbered among those present get your 
ticket at once. They will be on sale at 
the church Sunday. 

A fine musical program has _ been 
arranged and Mr. Backus is on the trail 
of an interesting speaker. 
tickets Sunday! 


85 NEW MEMBERS 

The church has received 85 new mem- 
bers since last Easter. Would it not be 
splendid to round out the number and 
make it a full 100? Several have 
already indicated their intention to join 
on Easter Sunday. If you are not a 
member you are invited to fill out one 
of the membership cards which may be 
secured from any of the ushers, and re- 
turn it to the church secretary on or be- 
fore Sunday, April 8th. 


Buy your 


IS LIFE WORTH LIVING WITHOUT 
IMMORTALITY ? 

Last Sunday night the largest audience 
that has yet greeted Mr. Mangasarian 
heard his lecture on “What is an Edu- 
cated Person?” This despite the rain. 
Owing to the interest in the subject for 
next Sunday night, announced above, it 
is anticipated that every seat in the 
church will be filled. The lecture will 
be preceded by the usual organ recital, 
beginning at 7:40 P.M. The program 
follows: 


Tone Poem, “Finlandia”........ Sibelius 
Oriental’ Sketch, “India” Jjoo.s nee Bird 
Mexican Medley ...............- Seiler 
Selection, “Rose Marie”.......... Friml 


March, “Pomp and Circumstance”. Elgar 


It is always wrong, a _ blasphemy 
against truth, morally ruinous to one’s 
self and a dis-service to mankind, to pre- 
tend to believe what one does not believe. 
—Horace Bridges. 
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THE NEW REFORMATION 


Curtis W. Reese, Secretary of the West- 
ern Unitarian Conference, in his sermon 
on Easter Sunday spoke of the remaking 
of religion that is taking place today. 
He said that in the Unitarian Churches 
of America we are participating in a re- 
ligious reformation that is more thor- 
ough-going and more self-consistent than 
that which gave birth to Protestantism; 
that it is more intellectually venturesome 
than the liberal movement which under 
Channing and his gave the 


Unitarian Church its start in this country. 


associates 


Traditional religion is in a bad plight. 
The ordinary man does not take the 
churches seriously any more; indeed to 
some extent he finds the church hostile to 
the humanitarian ideals in which he be- 
lieves. Modern literature is permeated 
with criticism of the institutions of re- 
ligion; the most prominent authors have, 
for the most part, definitely repudiated 
the church and disavowed its theology; 
the current magazines have many articles 
on religion but most of them are distinctly 
hostile to orthodoxy. Among the leaders 
of humanitarian causes it is rare to find 
one who has any formal attachment to a 
church; Jane Addams is a typical ex- 
ample. The leaders in science and phil- 
osophy have also traveled far from the 
teachings of the churches. 


An examination into the causes of the 
decline in the influence of the church re- 
veals the fact that it is due largely to 
the other-worldly attitude that has been 
characteristic of Christianity; it has ne- 
glected this world for the next. Recently, 


in an effort to correct this defect, it has 
become worldly in the sense of being 
cheap; “A gas station on the road to 
heaven !”’ The resulting impression is 
that the church needs the world 
(Continued on Page 4) 


more 


FREDERICK WARDE 

A dramatic recital of Shakespeare’s 
tragedy of Hamlet will be given Sunday 
night at 8:00 P.M. in the church audi- 
torium by Dr. Frederick Warde. Those 
who have seen this veteran actor in his 
interpretation of Shakespeare’s greatest 
play say that it is an event never to 
be forgotten. It is a privilege which may 
at any moment be withdrawn, for Dr. 
Warde’s age makes it probable that he 
will soon have to spare himself the great 
strain which such a production involves. 
We are indebted to Mr. Wadsworth 
Harris, a personal friend of Mr. Warde, 
for the courtesy of his appearance. There 
will be no admission charged but the 
usual collection will be taken to defray 
expenses. 

The recital will be preceded by an 
organ prelude with Mrs. Ada Marsh 
Chick at the console. Her program 


follows: 
AST S 1 Ue (es ean Victor Herbert 
Clarinet and Flute Duo from 

BVAUITAT IE CAE eral alade ects caine + Rossini 
Grand March from “Leonore 

PIV IME ION Val ee ae oreo aces eeieie es Raff 
“Traum” from “Tristan and Isolde”. . 

jolie dla ge ARE eee re Wagner 


Concert Paraphrase, “A Midsummer 
mighta Dream” ...... Mendelssohn 


SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1927 
Address by E. BURDETTE BACKUS 


“Courage” 


“Hamlet” A Dramatic Recital by 


FREDERICK WARDE 


10:50 A.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


A short period of singing will feature 
the opening part of the program for 
Church School. At 10:00 o’clock a motion 
picture will be shown. At 10:20 Mr. 
Benshimol will tell the story of “The 
Monks and the Monasteries.” 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M._ 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Evo- 
lution of Man.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 

Mr. Philip Cogan will address the 
Study Class on the topic, “Policies of the 
British Labor Party.” 

Mr. Cogan is a native of England, 
having come from the Bradford-Leeds 
country, the center of the English weay- 
ing industry. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


Mrs. Henry M. Lee will be in charge 
of the program for the Child Study Class. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


The date of Shakespeare’s birthday is 
uncertain, probably April 22nd or 23rd. 
Mr. Backus will celebrate the anniversary 
next Sunday, April 22nd, with an address 
entitled “Shakespeare, Christian or Pa- 
gan?” 

Prof. O. L. Triggs will deliver the first 
of his Sunday evening lectures at 8:00 
P.M. It will be a study of the Behavior- 
ist Biography of Darwin recently issued 
by George A. Dorsey. Prof. Triggs 
comes to us highly recommended as a 
scholarly man with a firm grasp of prac- 
tical realities. It is hoped that a large 
audience will greet him. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 


The Camp Fire Girls will meet at the 
church after school on Friday afternoon, 
April 13th. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 


The Annual Meeting of the Laymen’s 
League for the election of officers for the 
ensuing year and the transaction of other 
business will be held at the church on 
Wednesday evening the 18th inst. Sup- 
per at 6:30 P.M. at 75c per plate. Res- 
ervations therefor must be made at the 
church office (DUnkirk 4683) on or be- 
fore Monday, April 16. 


At 8:00 P.M. a representative of the 
legal department of the Automobile Club 
of Southern California will give a talk 
on Automobile Insurance. 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON 


At 12:30 P.M., April 19th, the usual 
luncheon will be served for the women 
of the Alliance. Mrs. Emelia Golds- 
worthy Clark will be the luncheon 
speaker, and will give a demonstration 
of how an artist works. 


After the business meeting at 2:00 
o'clock a program will be given under 
the auspices of the California Art Club 
in memory of Mrs. Ella Hotelling Tan- 
berg, a member who has recently died. 
Mrs, Tanberg was the founder of the 
West Coast Art Club, the organization 
that has had an exhibit in the Alliance 
parlor. There will be an exhibition of 
Mrs. Tanberg’s work shown in connec- 
tion with the program. 

Another interesting feature of the pro- 
gram will be a talk on the work of the 
International Committee by Mrs. Everett 
St. John of Boston, who is visiting the 
Alliance on the Pacific 
Coast. 


organizations 


THE TELESCOPE 


The telescope will be in operation for 
one hour preceding each Sunday evening 
lecture. The public is cordially invited 
to enjoy it. 


A WORD OF THANKS 


The committee on decorations wishes 
to thank the friends who so generously 
donated flowers for the Easter services. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


Church, 2936 West Eighth Street, 
DUnkirk 4683 


NEW MEMBERS 

Prior to and on Easter Sunday the 
following persons joined the church: 
Mrs. M. W. Dudley, 1427 W. 51st Place; 
Mrs. John M. Hayes, 2406 Hillcrest 
Drive; Clifford Dambacher, Trinity Ho- 
tel; Henry G. Mankin, 1922 E. 4th St.; 
Mrs. Florence A. Rowe, 3519%4 West 4th 
St.; Mrs. H. A. Pogue, 132034 S. Ho- 
bart; Miss Bessie Bundy and Miss Lou 
Bundy, 3051-b Oregon St.; Mrs. G. E. 
Williams, 820 Grand View; Joyce M. 
Evans, 649 N. Berendo; Mrs. A. W. 
Bumstead, 1241 West 7th; Philip Cogan, 
1853 N. Harvard; Henry Sparks-Holt, 
1122% W. 102nd St. 


MAY MEETINGS 

The Annual Meeting of the American 
Unitarian Association will be held in Tre- 
mont Temple, Boston, Mass., on May 
22nd. Any members of our congregation 
who are to be east at this time and who 
could serve as delegates from our Church 
are asked to notify the minister in order 
that they may receive the necessary cre- 
dentials. 

THANKS! 

The officers of the church wish to ex- 
press their appreciation of the generous 
response made by the friends of the 
church to the appeal for special Easter 
contributions. Four hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars was received in the en- 
velopes and an additional $142.00 in the 
basket collection, making a total of 
$581.00. This is but a few dollars short 


of the $600.00 asked for the annual con- 
tributions of the society to denominational 
purposes and it is hoped that enough 
more will be sent in from those who 
have not yet responded to complete the 
amount. 


THE MAKING OF THE GAUCHO 


Mrs. Lotta Wood, Scenario Editor for 
the Fairbanks Studio, will tell the story 
of the making of Mr. Fairbanks’ most 
recent picture at our dinner Friday night, 
April 13th. There are still a few unsold 
tickets at 50 cents. If you are able to at- 
tend please phone your reservation to the 
Church office, DUnkirk 4683. Prior to 
the supper there will be a reception for 
the new members of the Board of Trus- 
tees. 


SOCIAL HOUR 


Two hundred different individuals 
among the young people connected with 
our church have attended the Social Hour 
which has been held Sunday evenings 
from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. during the last 
two months. These informal gatherings 
are to be continued. Light refreshments 
are served and the committee in charge 
arranges a great variety of entertainment. 
The committee is completely changed 
every three weeks and those who have 
served on it have found it great fun. 
The extended to all the 
young people beyond college age. 


PERSONALS 


By request of the Trustees the mem- 
bers of the congregation are asked to 
report to the church office any case of 
sickness or special need among our peo- 
ple. It is impossible for us to give such 
persons the attention which is their due 
if we are not informed of their condition. 
It is proposed also that from week to 
week a list of those who are able to re- 
ceive visitors shall be published in the 
Los Angeles Unitarian. The following 


invitation is 


are at present on our list. 

Mrs. Mary Davenport, in the Subur- 
ban Hospital in Southgate; Mrs. Emma 
Thompson, 1601 W. 22nd Street. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
te GAPTICe) (ea kur cents ee, sieze Matthews 
b. Grand March from “Leonore 
Symphony” 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Song, “The Noble Host,’ Number 34. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “The House by the Side 
of thes Road cle wee eter ener Gulesian 
Responsive Reading, “Human Dignity,” 
Page 48. 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Canzona”..Stoughton 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “Thinking” 
Howard Kerr 


Address, “Courage.” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “He Liveth Long Who Liveth 
Well,” Number 40. 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


(Continued from page 1) 


than the world needs the church. There 
has been a decline in great preaching 
because the preachers have been neglect- 
ing the great issues of human life. 
We are arriving at a new definition of 
religion. Formerly it was conceived as 
binding man to be supernatural; now 


the supernatural is being left entirely out 
of consideration and religion is defined 
as the binding of man to those causes 
that have significance for himself and his 
fellows in personal and social develop- 
Indeed the closest students of re- 
ligious history inform us that this has 
always been the true purpose underlying 
the supernatural religion of the past, and 
that man’s belief in the gods and the 
other world were but a part of his effort 
to win for himself the values that he 


ment. 


craved. Now we are beginning to sub- 
stitute the direct for the indirect method 
and are proceeding consciously with the 
human quest for the rich, full, noble life. 

This means, contrary to the opinion of 
the orthodox, a great expansion of re- 
It throws religion into every 
phase of human life. Our new reforma- 
tion does not reduce religion to the mini- 
mum, but expands it to the maximum. 
Its sense of the divine is not restricted as 
formerly but flowers into the conception 


ligion. 


of making all secular objects sacred by 
the use to which they are put. Its sense 
of reverence is no longer confined to spe- 
cial days, places and persons, but is ex- 
tended to everything that ennobles and 
enriches human life. 

Salvation is no longer thought of in 
the old individualistic terms of rescuing 
a man from the danger of Hell and se-~ 
curing him the bliss of Heaven. Rather 
it is conceived as the task of social re- 
demption. If the humanist movement is 
satisfied to be merely an intellectual in- 
terpretation of the world in terms of 
modern knowledge it is dead. Unless it 
is interested in society it has no future 
nor should it have. It will acquire vi- 
tality only as it plunges into the great 
social problems and demands that men 
shall seek to organize the total of their 
life on the basis of a mutualism which 
shall be as far ahead of our present 
democracy as that is in advance of an- 
cient monarchy. The fires which alone 
can make the new religion potent must 
be kindled in the application of its ideal- 
ism to the entire life of man. 


T Wwe 
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COURAGE 

The world has great need of intellectual 
courage, the daring to tread in the un- 
explored paths of the mind, to think for 
oneself and to stand by the convictions 
arrived at. This sort of courage is in- 
dispensable to the progress of the race. 
Obviously there must be associated with 
it the moral courage which dares to 
espouse an unpopular cause, for men still 
fear the advent of new ideas. This 
timidity is natural because ideas are not 
unlike bombs. They have an uncomfort- 
able way of exploding and compelling a 
vast alteration in the order of things. 

A startling instance of the opposition 
which the pioneering spirit must expect 
to meet in this field is afforded in a 
statement published in the bulletin of a 
local patriotic organization. Under the 
title: “Suggestions as to how you can 
help in safe-guarding American ideals” 
we read: “Protest against radicals or 
liberals speaking in your club, schools, or 
churches! Honor and 
ideals and cautiously entertain the new: 
for ideals that are new may not be true 
and if they are true they are not new!” 

Here we have exhibited that 
timorous attitude which has produced 
the hide-bound orthodoxies of religion. 
It is an attitude of mind that constitutes 
the greatest obstacle to progress. It is 
a demand for conformity which would 
impose the military ideal of obedience on 
ideas as well as on men. It is fatal and 
is to be resisted with all the power that 
we possess. 

Tactically, were our country in any 
real danger from the forces of criticism, 


revere old 


same 


the method of repression here advocated 
would be a grave blunder, for the forces 
of revolution feed on that very thing. 
We have only to remember the case of 
Russia. By far the wiser policy is to 
meet criticism in the open, exposing its 
folly where it is foolish, acceding to its 
demands where they are just. We live 
in a changing world and the only way 
we can avoid catastrophic upheavals is 
to accommodate to gradual 
modification. 

We need the courage to adopt Mil- 
ton’s famous maxim: “Let truth and false- 
hood grapple; whoever knew truth put 
to the worse in a free and open encounter.” 
Whenever you find anyone working con- 
trary to this principle, no matter what fine 

(Continued on Page 4) 


ourselves 


OSCAR L. TRIGGS 

Sunday night at 8:00 o'clock Prof. 
Oscar L. Triggs will give the first of a 
series of three lectures. His subject is 
“Charles Darwin.’ It will be a discus- 
sion of the recent biography of Darwin 
by George A. Dorsey, written from the 
point of view of the Behaviorist. 

Prof. Triggs was formerly on the fac- 
ulty of the University of Chicago; he 
then had seven years of association with 
Luther Burbank in his work. He is a 
member of scientific societies. 
Progressive education and the movement 
for adult education is his present inter- 
est. He comes to us highly recommended 
by several of our own members and by 
those who have known his work else- 
where. Let us give him the courtesy of 
a good hearing. 


several 


SUNDAY, APRIL 22, 1928 


“Shakespeare, Christian or Pagan?” 
“Charles Darwin” 


Address by MR. BACKUS 
Address by Prof. O. L. TRIGGS 


10:50 A.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 

CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 

The usual fifteen minutes of singing 
will precede the motion picture at 10:00 
o'clock. At 10:20 Mr. Benshimol 
tell the story of “The Reformation.” 

The attendance last Sunday was most 
gratifying. It is a great help and inspir- 
ation to have the children prompt and in 
regular attendance. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Evo- 
lution of Language.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Ludwig’s “Napoleon.” 
Mrs.F.D. Bullard will review the work 
of the famous biographer in the mind 

and motives of Bonaparte. 

This will be the first book review of 
this term and an informal discussion will 
be held. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 

Mrs. Alma R. King, M.A., of Colum- 
bia University, Consulting Psychologist, 
will conduct a discussion on problems of 
childhood. 


will 


NEXT SUNDAY 

“What Is Truth?” will be the subject 
on which Mr. Backus is to speak, Sunday, 
April 22nd. In the evening Prof. Triggs 
will give the second of his lectures. The 
subject will be “Education or Catas- 
trophe,” a study of what is wrong with 
our schools. 


ALLIANCE LUNCH and CARD PARTY 


On Thursday, April 26, the women of 
the church are invited to lunch at 12:00 
o’clock, with bridge later. The luncheon 
is to be served by the manufacturers of 
well-known food products and is an 
yearly affair in the church. 

The proceeds of the day will be used 
toward the annual donation to Maternity 
Cottage. Tickets are 50c and may be 
secured from Mrs. J. B. Baker, who has 
charge of arrangements, or from the 
church secretary. 


BOY SCOUTS 


Troop Number 8, Boy Scouts of 


America meets every Thursday evening 
at 7:00 o’clock at the church. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 
The Camp Fire Girls meet every Fri- 


day afternoon after school at the church. 


PERSONALS 
Miss Charlotte Hancock is at present 
at the Arcadia Health Resort, 2440 El 
Camino Real, West Arcadia, suffering 
from a fractured hip. 


Agnes Brenning, a member of the 


church school, has been ill for several 
weeks at the Methodist Hospital. She 
will be taken to her home, 227 E. 87th 
Place, this week. 

Miss Doris Wetzel, one of the young 
people of our church who has recently 
graduated from the University of Cali- 
fornia in Los Angeles, has been awarded 
the Mary E. Ives fellowship in philoso- 
phy at Yale. She will get her degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy at that University. 

Miss Irene Lane who has been ill for 
some time is in the General Hospital. 
Miss Lane is a teacher. 


A SUCCESSFUL DINNER 


The entire seating capacity of the 
dining room was sold out for the dinner 
at the Church on Friday the 13th. Many 
who asked for reservations at the last 
moment had to be refused. Mrs. Arthur 
Wood, who had been announced to speak 
on the Gaucho, was unable to be pres- 
ent, but Mr. Albert McQuarrie, who is 
also a member of our congregation, gave 
an interesting impromptu talk. Mr. Mc- 
Quarrie played the part of the Leper in 
the Gaucho and has been associated with 
Mr. Fairbanks as actor and assistant 
director for some years. A musical pro- 
gram was provided through the courtesy 
of Mr. Emil Seifert, Assistant Director 
of the Southwestern College of Music. 
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and Mixed Chorus. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 

Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 

House Committee 


Mrs. R. C. Gillis H. B. Brackett 
D. G. Andrews 
Hela Bintord vs) c2kss54< Head Usher 


Custodians 


A. J. Benson T. A. McMahon 


SOCIAL HOUR 


The meeting of the young people of the 
congregation for a Social Hour from 
6:00 to 8:00 P.M. will be continued on 
Sunday evening. A cordial invitation is 
extended to all of the young people of the 
congregation. Light refreshments are 
served, and a general good time enjoyed. 


ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE 


An Adult Education Institute, under 
the auspices of the California Assocation 
for Adult Education, is to be held at the 
Los Angeles Public Library on April 20 
and 21. The purpose of the Institute is: 
(1) To discover a way whereby every 
agency concerned with promoting the 
education of adults, whether a university, 
a library, a museum or a school, may, 
through an understanding of the activi- 
ties of other agencies of its own type as 
well as those rendering quite different 
services, take its place in a co-ordinated 
plan for extending greater opportunities 
for adults in the fields in which educa- 
tion is now possible and opening up new 
fields so far neglected. (2) As a means 
of carrying out the purpose stated above, 
the formation of a permanent council for 
adult education in which the various 
agencies shall be adequately represented. 
The membership of the Institute is com- 
prised of two representatives from the 
various agencies carrying on consecutive 
and definite education of adults in other 
than strictly vocational fields. 

The complete program may be ob- 
tained at the church office. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
a. “Festival Fantasia” ...... Tschirch 
Bae Capriccloe waweccinin sorte Lenaigre 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Song, “Comradeship,’ Number 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “God is Love”’—Arranged to 
“Nocturne” from “Martha”...Flotow 
Responsive Reading, “The Loom of 
Years,” Page 40. 


Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Scherzo”....Hofmann 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Duet, “Calm as the Night’....... Goetz 
Nellie Coburn Walker. Howard Kerr 
Address, “Shakespeare, Christian or 
Pagan?” 


E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “Unrest,” Number 3. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


FURTHER GIFTS 

One of the members of the congrega- 
tion has furnished a class room for the 
Church School with a table and a dozen 
chairs which are painted in bright colors 
that quite transform the appearance of 
the room. A large refrigerator has been 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Variel. A sum 
of money, in memory of Mr. W. D. Wood, 
has been placed in the Social Service 
fund. 


(Continued from page 1) 

names the opposition may hide behind, it 
is cowardice and not courage that is in 
command. The only ones who will ad- 
vocate the method of repression are those 
who are moved by ignorance, fear, or 
selfishness, for the only ones who can 
profit by such a method are those who 
are seeking to secure for themselves or 
the class with which they identify their 
interests, some advantages which they 
enjoy at the expense of others. Let us 
be brave enough to say with Wendell 
Phillips, “If there is anything that can- 
not bear free thought let it crack... . 
Nothing but Freedom, Justice, and Truth 
is of any permanent advantage to the 
mass of mankind!” 

How amazed George Washington, 
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and cer- 
tain others among the founders of our 
country would have been could they have 
been confronted with the pronouncement 
that the way to safeguard American 
ideals is “to honor and revere old ideals 
and cautiously entertain the new; for 
ideals that are new may not be true and 
if they are true they are not new!” 
Were our forefathers men of such timid 
minds? Not they! America was con- 
ceived in ideals the very reverse of the 
Its found- 
ers consciously and courageously repudi- 
ated old ideals, and espoused new ones 
with no doubt whatever either that they 
were new or that they were good. 

How much truer to the genius of our 
land were we to say: “Would you help 
in safeguarding American ideals, then 
hear every man who thinks he has cause 
for complaint; if he is in error seek to 
persuade him of his mistake; if there is 
justice in his grievance join with him in 
seeking to remedy the condition, for jus- 
tice is the sole strength of any state. 
Honor and revere old ideals, but not so 
blindly that you cannot see the necessity 
of new ones, for “The old order changeth, 
yielding place to new” and the past must 
die that the greater future may be born!” 
Courage is the thing! We will dare to 
think our thoughts and stand by them. 


craven spirit of these words. 


Tike 
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SHAKESPEARE AND RELIGION 


Startling as it may seem the works of 
Shakespeare are almost entirely without 
religion. We have been accustomed to 
think of him as the most universal genius 
which our world has produced and it has 
been said that had we to choose one 
monument of our civilization by which to 
be known to the people of some other 
planet we would elect the plays of Shake- 
speare. Yet the people of that other 
world would hardly glean from him the 
fact that we had a religion. “Shake- 
speare,” says Prof. Santayana, “is re- 
markable among the greater poets for be- 
ing without a philosophy and without a 
In his drama there is no fixed 
conception of any forces, natural or 
moral, dominating and transcending our 
mortal energies. Whether this character- 
istic be regarded as a merit or a defect, 
its presence cannot be denied.” 

How different is the case with Homer 
and Dante, the other poetic genuises 
with whom we are wont to class Shake- 
speare. Homer is the treasure house to 
which we turn for a large part of our 
lore concerning the religion of ancient 
Greece; Dante was the supreme spokes- 
man for the Catholic religion. But in 
Shakespeare, while there are a few pas- 
sages that are genuinely religious in the 
Christian sense, it is obvious that the poet 
is deliberately excluding religion for the 
most part. “He chose to leave his heroes 


religion. 


and himself in the presence of life and 
death with no other philosophy than that 
which the profane world can suggest and 
understand. . . . Shakespeare’s 


world is 


“What is Truth?” , , 
“Education or Catastrophe?” 


SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 1928 


SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 1928 


Address by MR. BACKUS 
Address by O. L. TRIGGS 


No. 33 


only the world of human society. The 
cosmos eludes him. He does not seem to 
feel the need of framing that idea. He 
depicts human life in all its richness and 
variety, but leaves life without a setting 
and consequently without a meaning.” 

Why should this be the case? Did he 
lack the depths of feeling, the necessary 
imagination, was he without the contem- 
plative mind? We can hardly urge such 
charges against the creator of Hamlet, 
We shall have 
to look for some other explanation. 


the writer of the sonnets. 


In Shakespeare’s day the only avenue 
through which a poet could express his 
(Continued on Page 4) 


EDUCATION OR CATASTROPHE 


Mr. H. G. Wells has said that we must 
find some better means of educating the 
citizens of the world or our civilization 
will end in catastrophe. This is the 
theme of the lecture Sunday night by 
Prof. O. L. Triggs. He has some posi- 
tive ideas concerning what is wrong with 
our schools and has made a special study 
of proposed changes in our educational 
methods. He holds that the two most 
important movements in this field are the 
“Progressive Schools” and the program 
of “Adult Education.” Do you 
what is being done along these lines in 


know 


our own community? Prof. Triggs is in 
a position to tell you. 

The attendance at the lecture last Sun- 
day night was very gratifying and it is 
hoped that it will be even larger this 
week because of the supreme importance 
of the subject. 


10:50 A.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


After the period of singing at 9:45 a 
motion picture will be shown and Mr. 
Benshimol will continue his story of the 
Reformation. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 

Continuing his series of discussions on 
“Evolution” Dr. Bullard will take for 
his subject this week “The Evolution of 
God.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
“That Man Heinie” 


Mrs. W. L. Avery will review Lewis 
Browne’s latest book at the meeting of the 
Study Club. 

Lewis Browne is the author of “This 
Believing World.” His latest book has 
received considerable criticism as being a 
rather frank discussion of the life of the 
German-Jewish Poet of the romantic 19th 
century. 

A library to shelve the books belonging 
to the Study Class is being built by John 
Blom. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


Mrs. John Steven will lead the discus- 
sion on influencing the child’s unconsci- 
ous mind. All those interested in child 
study are invited to join this group which 
meets in the room above the office. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
THE HIGHER FOOLISHNESS 


David Starr Jordan has written a de- 
lightful, ironic book under the above title. 
He has taken as his text the words of 
Giordano Bruno: “Ignorance is the most 
delightful science in the world because 
it is acquired without labor or pains and 
keeps the mind from melancholy.” Dr. 
Jordan has coined the word “Sciosophy” 
to stand for systemitized ignorance, and 
he gives us fascinating chapters on the 
Sciosophy of Healing, Fragments of Eso- 
teric Sciosophy, Sciosophy and the Starry 


Heavens, Sciosophy and Ecclesiasticism, 
etc. Sunday morning, May 6th, Mr. 
Backus will take this book as the subject 
of his address. 

Prof. Triggs will give the concluding 
one of his evening lectures. The subject 


is to be announced. 


ALLIANCE BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON 


The regular birthday luncheon will be 
served at 12:30 on Thursday, May 3. 
After the business meeting at two o’clock 
Mrs. John Abramson will speak on 
“Public Affairs.” 


SOCIAL HOUR 


The meeting of the young people of 
the congregation for a Social Hour from 
6:00 to 8:00 P.M. will be continued on 
Sunday evening. Miss Eve Smith is in 
charge of plans for this week. All young 
people beyond college age are cordially 
invited to enjoy this informal gathering. 


OFFICERS FOR LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 
At the last meeting of the Laymen’s 


League the following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year. President, 
W. H. Pierce; Vice-President, E. W. 


Brewer, Jr.; Secretary, C. P. Bradstreet; 
Treasurer, L. R. Stritesky; Directors, 
Paul E. Neuschafer, A. E. Briggs and 
Dr, Irving A. Clark. 


MR. C. H. WEBB 


Someone has said that the training 
which the Boy Scouts receive is a better 
education than is provided by our High 
Schools. The truth of this statement de- 
pends in large measure upon the ability 
of the particular man in charge of the 
work. We have a Scout Troop in our 
church which is under the direction of 
Mr. C. H. Webb, who has the reputation 
of being one of the finest Scoutmasters 
in the city. It is a rare opportunity for 
any boy to have his training under such 
a man. There is ample room for more 
boys in the Troop. They meet every 
Thursday night at 7:00 o’clock at the 
church. If you are interested consult the 
minister. 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


The Los Angeles Unitarian 


Published Weekly Except July and 
August by 
The First Unitarian Church 
2936 West Eighth St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
DUnkirk 4683 


Subscription Price—50 cents a year. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


SPRING FEVER 


This is the season of the year which 
is always discouraging to the minister. 
The lure of Spring is in the air and con- 
gregations fall off. Despite the fact that 
he too may have the Spring fever he has 
to work harder than ever in the hope of 
offering something so attractive on Sun- 
day that you will postpone the auto trip 
till vacation time. Won’t you help him? 
It is hard to preach to empty seats. 

The following is the schedule of sub- 
jects. The series on Humanism is one 
that Mr. Backus is giving by request at 
the General Conference on Star Island 
this Summer, 


May 6th. The Higher Foolishness. 

May 13th. Service (Birthday of Flor- 
ence Nightingale). 

May 20th. This Funny World. 

May 27th. Religious Education. 

June 3rd. Humanism and God. 

June 10th. Humanism and Immortal- 
ity. 

June 17th. Humanism and Morals. 

June 24th. Rey. Berkeley Blake will 


preach. 


Dr. G. R. Dodson of St. Louis will give 
a series of five sermons during July on 
“Personality in the Light of Modern 
Psychology.” The church will be closed 
during August and the first Sunday of 
September. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers on April 15th were con- 
The 


flowers for April 29th are in memory of 
Wm. D. F. Richards. 
PERSONALS 
Mr. and Mrs. O. H. Robinson have 
been called east by the death of their 
daughter Mrs. Kahler. 
Mrs. D. C. Ross continues too ill to 


receive visitors. 


tributed by Mrs. Emma Thompson. 


ON SUCCESSFUL UNPOPULARITY 


The popular man is the man who does 
not get into anybody’s way; but Uni- 
tarians have convictions, and are per- 
petually asserting themselves in an em- 
barassing fashion. It was a Unitarian 
statesman who wrote the Declaration of 
Independence. That was not a popular 
measure with the Tories. It 
meddling fanatic of a Unitarian who con- 
ceived the scheme called Civil Service 
Reform, and with characteristic effrontery 
got up a society for the purpose of dif- 
fusing his sentiments. It was hard on 
the people who profiited by the Spoils 
System. Joseph Tuckerman and _ those 
who succeeded him in the work of scien- 
tific charity, broke up the old comforts of 


was a 


pauperization, and insisted that able- 
bodied men must work for a _ living. 
Henry Bergh deprived folk of the 


pleasure of maltreating dumb animals. 
It was a great deal easier to be a school 
teacher before Horace Mann lifted the 
standards of requirement. If Dr. Hale’s 
plan of getting the nations to give up 
war and adopt arbitration wins, it will 
drive many people out of trade. Every- 
where these Unitarians have been dis- 
turbers of old-time habits. Why are 
they unpopular? All men are unpopu- 
lar who go about with their pockets full 
of intellectual and moral dynamite. 
—Dr. Samuel A. Eliot in The Christian 
Register. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a.. “Prelude” 

b. “Menuet Francais” 

Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Let There Be Light,” Number 26. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response. 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “Meditation” 
Breas te hans dete Eugene Milne Cosgrove 


SS lbs 000 © 0 56K8 


Responsive Reading, “Truth,’ Page 40. 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Walther’s Prize 
Vite de aac telete ateteniotenticvece + Wagner 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “Friend o’ Mine”....... Sanderson 
Julian Ginsberg 


Address, “What is Truth?” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “Speak Out the Truth, Number 37. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


Continued from page 1) 


religious thought and feeling was in 
Christianity. Confronted with the alterna- 
tive of Christianity or nothing, Shakespeare 
chose nothing. The year that he was 
born was the year Calvin died. Christi- 
anity was already coming to mean Puri- 


tanism,—the narrow, fanatical type of 
religion that made of Shakespeare’s pro- 
fession of playwright and actor some- 
thing outside the pale of respectability. 
It is no wonder that he would have none 
of it. 

He was a product of the Rennaisance; 
the culture of the classical world had 
warmed his mind and permeated his 
spirit. The world of passion and beauty 
which it disclosed lured him far more 
than the false and fanatical dogmas of 
the current theology. He joined himself 
to those heretical souls;—Galileo, Bruno, 
Montaigne,—and expended his genius 
upon those themes which commended 
themselves to his humanitarian spirit. 


Though Shakespeare is without religion 
in the conventional sense of the term his 
moral outlook is wholesome and sound to 
the center. We cannot conceive of his 
writing some of the plays that at the 
present time are commanding the atten- 
tion of the public. Again and again the 
theme of his drama is that human evil 
bears fruit akin to itself and carries 
down the guilty and the innocent alike 
to tragedy. In Macbeth it is a criminal 
ambition that causes disaster; in Anthony 
and Cleopatra it is illicit love; in the 
Merchant of Venice religious bigotry that 
is the source of the trouble. 

It is as though Shakespeare were say- 
ing to us: “Here in the midst of enwrap- 
ping mystery, man’s fate is in his own 
hands. Do not look to heaven or to the 
forces of external nature for surcease 
from your evil, but look to it that you 
order the events of your own life aright. 
The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our 
stars, but in ourselves, that we are un- 
derlings.” His religion may be summed 
up in George Eliot’s lines: 


No good is certain but the steadfast 
mind, 
The undivided will to seek the good— 


’Tis that compells the elements, and 
wrings 
A human music from the indifferent air, 


Tie 
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TRUTH 


“As scarce as truth is the supply has 
always been in excess of the demand,” 
says Bernard Shaw. There is an unde- 
niable element of justice in the charge 
which he brings against our common 
humanity. Ever and again we are led 
by considerations of personal comfort and 
self interest to choose a pleasant false- 
hood in place of a disturbing truth. For 
the most part we are not conscious of 
what we are doing and we exhibit a 
great deal of ingenuity in hiding even 
from ourselves our betrayal. We pay 
tribute to truth even when we deny it by 
seeking to give falsehood its semblance. 


But the preference for the pleasant and 
the comfortable is only one side of our 
nature and it always has to do battle 
with a deep-lying impulse to know the 
truth and abide by its requirements no 
matter what the cost. We believe with 
Plato that “truth is the source of every 
good.” We are convinced that in the 
long run the truth alone is profitable to 
men and that error 
costly. We know that were it not for 
the new truths which have been won at 
great cost, mankind would still be in the 
bondage of savagery. Truth backed by 
men of good-will is the source of our 


inevitably proves 


progress. 

Since such great importance attaches 
to truth it behooves us to have a clear 
idea of what it is. There are certain 
common mistakes made in regard to its 
nature. We are apt to assume that truth 
is an absolute thing existing apart from 
the mind of man. Such is not the case. 


Dr. David Starr Jordan defines it suc- 
cinctly as “our working knowledge of the 
universe.” ‘Truth is a human creation, a 
product of the mind of man. As such it 
is not a fixed and definite thing but con- 
tinually in process of change. We live 
in an evolving universe and what is true 
today will not be true tomorrow. Indeed 
there will always be an element of error 
in our truth. We must keep constantly 
in mind these characteristics of what we 
call truth. 

To many people it is exceedingly dis- 
tressing to be asked to conceive truth in 
these terms; they feel that it gives them 
no solid foundation on which to build. 
They want truth to be something which 
is fixed and unshakable, quite independ- 
ent of human ignorance and fallibility. 
They object to the inconvenience of hav- 
ing to revise their opinions continually; 
they resent the feeling that they live in 
a world of flux. But such is the nature 
of our world and to deal effectively with 
it we shall have to take account of this 
fact. 


(Continued on page 3, col. 2) 


THE MIND IN THE MAKING 


There is no subject more fascinating 
than that of the evolution of the mind, 
whether in the individual or in the race, 
or for the matter of that, on the planet. 
Sunday night at 8:00 o’clock Prof. Oscar 
L. Triggs will give the third and con- 
The sub- 
Let 


cluding address in his series. 
ject is “The Mind in the Making.” 
us give him a good hearing. 


SUNDAY, MAY 6th, 1928 
“The Higher Foolishness” , 


Address by MR. BACKUS 


10:50 A.M. 


KNX 6:30 P.M. 


“The Mind in the Making” - 


Address by PROF. TRIGGS 


8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


The usual fifteen minutes of singing 
will precede the motion picture which 
will be shown at 10:00 o’clock. Follow- 
ing the picture the children will take 
part in a discussion. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Evo- 
lution of the Devil.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
The Race Question. 


Miss Eve Smith will lead the discus- 
sion group on the race question from an 
educator’s point of view. 

Miss Smith, who has done teaching 
among of the different 
races will offer suggestions, practical and 
ideal, on the future solution of the 
problem. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


Bennett M Allen, Professor of Biology 
at U.C.L.A., will speak before the Child 
Study Class on “The Relative Importance 
of Heredity and Environment.” 

This group is fortunate in having 
Prof. Allen at this time and all those in- 
terested in this subject should take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity to hear him. 
The class meets in the room above the 
office. 


representatives 


NEXT SUNDAY 
Florence Nightingale. 


Sunday, May 13th, is the anniversary 
of the birth of Florence Nightingale, the 
Mr. 
Backus is to speak on “Service” and will 
use the life of Miss Nightingale as illus- 
tration of his theme. 


best known of Unitarian women. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, May 7, in the office of the 
church. 


THE LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Laymen’s League will be held Wednes- 
day evening, May 9th. Supper will be 
served as usual at 6:30, at 75c per plate 
and reservations should be made at the 
church office not later than Monday, May 
7th. 


There is to be no outside speaker, but 
the evening will be devoted to the con- 
sideration of plans for the League for 
the coming year. All members are urged 
to be present at this meeting, especially 
the newly elected officers. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


The women of the Alliance will meet 
for sewing on Thursday, May 10th. The 
usual box luncheon will be enjoyed at 
12:30. 


SOCIAL HOUR 


Miss Ida Kizler will have charge of 
the arrangements for the Social Hour on 
Sunday evening from 6:00 to 8:00. These 
meetings are very popular and they afford 
an excellent opportunity for the young 
people beyond college age to become ac- 
quainted. ; 


DANCE SCHEDULED 


Those who attended the dance in 
March sponsored by the young people’s 
group will ‘welcome the announcement 
that they are to give another on Satur- 
day evening, May 26th. Reserve this 
date and plan to spend an enjoyable 
evening at the church. 


CHURCH LIBRARY 


Attention is again directed to the 
Church Library of several thousand 
volumes which are now ready for circu- 
lation. They may be taken out at any 
time the Secretary is on duty in the 
office. You will find such books as 
Frazier’s Golden Bough, Coe’s Psychology 
of Religion; Andrew D. White’s History 
of the Warfare of Science with Theo- 
logy; many books of general literature, 
history, fiction. No card is required. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
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Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


PERSONALS 


Mr. Samuel B. McLennegan, formerly 
president of the Board of Trustees of 
this church, died April 29th at his home 
in Berkeley. He was active in the so- 
ciety during the pastorate of Rev. Burt 
Estes Howard and will doubtless be re- 
membered by the older members. 


Mr. Paul Neuschafer, vice-president of 
our Board of Trustees has just left on a 
two months’ trip to Italy, where he will 
visit his mother and sisters who were 
formerly members of our church. 


Mrs. D. C. Ross is very much im- 
proved in health and is now able to re- 
ceive callers. 


THE LIFE OF THE INTELLECT 

It is perfectly possible for you and me 
to purchase intellectual peace at the price 
of intellectual death. The world is not 
without refuges of this description; nor 
is it wanting in persons who seek their 
shelter, and try to persuade others to 
do the same. The unstable and the weak 
have yielded and will yield to this per- 
suasion, and they to whom repose is 
sweeter than the truth. But I would ex- 
hort you to refuse to offer shelter, and 
to scorn the base repose; to accept, if 
the choice be forced upon you, commotion 


before stagnation, the leap of the torrent 
before the stillness of the swamp. 
—From The Belfast Address, 
John Tyndall. 


THERE IS ONLY ONE KIND OF 
TOLERANCE 


It is not possible to make the ordinary 
moral man understand what toleration 
and liberty really mean. He will ac- 
cept them verbally with alacrity, even 
with enthusiasm, because the word toler- 
ation has 
Whigs; but what he means by toleration 
is toleration of doctrines that he con- 
siders enlightened, and, by liberty, lib- 
erty to do what he considers right; that 
is, he does not mean toleration or liberty 
at all; for there is no need to tolerate 
what appears enlightened or to claim 
liberty to do what most people consider 
right. Toleration and liberty have no 
sense or use except as 
opinions that are considered damnable, 
and liberty to do what seems wrong. 


been moralized by eminent 


toleration of 


—George Bernard Shaw. 


Continued from page 1) 


Despite the elusive nature of truth 
there are certain principles which experi- 
ence has demonstrated are indispensable 
to our growing apprehension of it. The 
first of these is that we shall approach 
our problem in complete humility of spirit. 
We must be ready to say: “Truth is all, 
I am nothing.” As Coleridge has put it, 
“There is small chance of truth at the 
goal, where there is not childlike humil- 
ity at the starting-post.” We have to 
guard ‘against the intrusion of every 
form of self interest, and the danger is 
always greatest in those subjects which 
concern us most intimately. 

Next we must acquire that rare quality 
which is known as the open mind. There 
are few who really attain this attitude. 
Our thoughts tend to crystalize and to 
become incapable of change. It is only 
by the most scrupulous care that we can 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 


a. “Marche Solennelle” 
b. “Reverie” 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “Comradeship,” Number 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response. 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Morning Hymn”..... Henschel 


Responsive Reading, 
46. 


“Aspiration,” Page 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Fantasy”......Rebling 
(On a theme by J. S. Bach) 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “Joy of the Morning” Harriet Ware 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address, “The Higher Foolishness”. 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “When Thy Heart With Joy O’er- 
flowing,’ Number 41. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


(Continued from page 3) 


achieve a fluid attitude of mind. It is not 
that we must avoid convictions; they are 
indispensable to action. But we must 
learn to keep a trap door which we can 
open and let in the light of fresh criti- 
cism and knowledge on even the most 
cherished conviction. 


“The best way to come to truth being 
to examine things as really they are, and 
not to conclude they are, as we fancy of 
ourselves, or have been taught by others 
These words of Locke in- 
dicate the method by which we must pro- 
ceed. It is the method of science. To 
the qualities of mind already described 
we must add a definite technique. We 
must learn to observe the facts, classify 
them, and then by the exercise of crea- 
tive imagination formulate the theory by 
which we would account for them. When 
our theory is ready then we must sub- 
mit it to the test of verification. It must 
be given to the world for criticism; it 
must stand the test of experimentation 
where that is possible; it must await the 
trial of time. If it holds up under all 
this then it becomes a part of that small 
body of established truths which man has 
slowly won for his guidance in the midst 
of the fog of superstition, 
falsehood and prejudice in which he lives 
his life. 


Obviously, then, it is no light thing to 
be a follower of the truth. It requires 
exceptional qualities of mind, constant 
discipline, the vigor and courage to stand 
up against opposition. But there is 
nothing that our world needs more than 
it does men and women who will equip 
themselves to be champions of the truth. 
It is only a pleasant falsehood that truth 
always triumphs. Again and again the 
world has suffered for the want of a 
truth that was present but impotent be- 
cause it did not have the support of a 
sufficient number of men to make it effec- 
tive. It is for those who know its im- 
portance to give it unswerving loyalty for 
the benefit of humanity. 


to imagine.” 


ignorance, 
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SCIOSOPHY 


David Starr Jordan, in his recent vol- 
ume,—The Higher Foolishness,—gives us 
the derivation of the word which he has 
invented to describe the “systematized 
ignorance’ against which he is tilting. 
Sciosophy, as he calls it, is composed of 
two Greek words; skia, meaning shadow, 
and sophos, meaning wisdom. Sciosophy, 
therefore, signifies the shadow of wis- 
dom, or, if you prefer, the wisdom of 
shades. 

In delightful, whimsical fashion Dr. 
Jordan proceeds to set forth examples of 
the science of ignorance of which there 
is such a bountiful supply in our con- 
temporary mental life. The resolution of 
a group of Sciosophists in Columbia, S.C. 
is typical. “Resolved, that man was 
created by an instantaneous process with- 
out previous animal parentage.” This 
illustrates the widespread propensity to 
settle mooted questions by assertion. All 
the patient research of the scientists, all 
the accumulated evidence of years of 
study is unavailing against the audacious 
assertions by means of which sciosophy 
moves on to its conclusions. Truth is 
established by resolution! 


A chapter is devoted to Astrology. It 
is astounding how many fall victim to 
this ancient delusion and are convinced 
that astrology is “God’s law, and is the 
index of all things found upon the ma- 
terial plane.” According to the dispen- 
sers of this form of “shadow wisdom” the 
stars control human destiny and a horo- 
scope properly cast will tell you all about 
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students of history are acquainted with 
this fanciful notion for it is of vast an- 
tiquity. We know that the peoples of 
ancient Babylon determined their policies 
of state and their military strategy by 
professing to read the stars just as the 
Romans thought that they could read the 
future by interpreting the flight of the 
birds across the sky. There is no more 
truth in one conception than in the other. 


The fallacy which underlies astrology 
is this: You can start out with almost 
any conceivable hypothesis and if you 
exercise sufficient ingenuity upon it you 
can make it seem plausible. So long as 
you remain within the circle of your own 
reasoning and never question your initial 
assumption or put it to the test of out- 
side facts your system is impregnable. It 
is this that enables the Russelites to in- 
terpret all history and predict the future 
by reference to the Great Pyramid of 
Egypt; it is this that enables the Funda- 
mentalists to accomplish the same results 
to their own satisfaction through the 
Scriptures; it is this that is the basis of 
success of the numerologists. The valid- 
ity which all of these systems possess is 
that of self consistency; but the instant 
you bring them into touch with external 
reality they tumble down like a house of 
cards. The only relation between the 
stars above and the fate of men on earth 
is that which exists in the mind of the 
astrologer. We are dealing here with a 
form of Sciosophy which ought long ago 
have been consigned to a museum show- 
case along with the dinosaurs and saber- 
toothed tigers. 


your past, present, and future. All (Continued on Page 3) 
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SERVICE “The Story of Florence Nightingale” 


Address by E. BURDETTE BACKUS 10:50 A.M. 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


For the next two Sundays the meetings 
of the Church School will be devoted to 
section discussion under the leadership 
of the School Teachers. An attempt will 
be made to review the work of the year. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Divination,” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
“Lazarus Laughed” 


Miss Albertine Larson will favor the 
Study Class with a review of Eugene 
O’Neil’s latest drama. 

Miss Larson, a teacher of the classics 
in the city schools, has witnessed the pro- 
duction at the Pasadena Community The- 
atre on two different occasions, and is 
prepared to give a full discussion. 

It will be interesting to learn what 


made Lazarus so optimistic. What did 
he learn while entombed? Does he bring 
a definite message to us? What of 


O’Neil’s true philosophy does the play 
reveal? 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 

Mrs. James Ogilvie, a prominent mu- 
sician of the city, will speak to the Child 
Study Class on the subject “What About 
Your Child’s Music?” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
“This Funny World” is the subject on 
which Mr. Backus is to speak Sunday, 
May 20th. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 
Mr. Backus will be the luncheon 
speaker on Thursday, May 17th. In the 
afternoon following the business meeting, 
Miss Lloy Galpin, a member of the High 
School faculty of the city schools, will 
speak on “Ideals in Modern Education.” 
NO EVENING MEETING 
The Sunday evening lectures have been 


discontinued for the season. It is plan- 
ned to resume them next Fall. The Social 


Hour for Young People has also been 
discontinued though the group is planning 
a series of social events, announcements 
of which will appear in the columns of 
this paper. 


PICNIC SCHEDULED 

The young people who have been at- 
tending the Social Hour on Sunday eve- 
nings have arranged a picnic for Sunday, 
May 20th. Cars will leave for the beach 
immediately after church and all mem- 
bers of this group or others who are in- 
terested are cordially invited to attend. 
Each one is to take a lunch, but coffee 
will be provided. If you have room in 
your car for passengers please notify the 
church office. 


NEW ALLIANCE OFFICERS 

At the last business meeting of the 
Alliance the following officers were 
elected for the coming year: President, 
Mrs. Alfred L. Benshimol; First Vice- 
President, Mrs. Lucille Snow; Second 
Vice-President, Mrs. R. C. Gillis; Third 
Vice-President, Mrs. Chester L. Wood- 
bury; Fourth Vice-President, Miss Annie 
Chapin; Fifth Vice-President, Mrs. C. L. 
Lewis; Recording Secretary, Mrs. M. H. 
McCall; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. 
J. H. Faulk; Treasurer, Miss Viola Mc- 
Arthur. 

PULPIT FLOWERS 

The flowers on May 6th were con- 
tributed by Miss Chapin and Mrs, L. C. 
Shea. The flowers on May 13th are in 
memory of Miss Ursula Williams. 


NEW MEMBERS 
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Newton and their 
daughter, Ida Ruth, of 4265 S. Hoover, 
have recently become members of the 
church. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Committee on International Work 
of the Alliance will hold its next 
meeting at 11:00 A.M. on Thursday, May 
17th. The subject will be “Denmark.” 


IN MEMORIAM 
Miss Lina E. Shirley, May 7th. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


PERSONALS 


Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Benshimol leave 
this week to attend a convention in the 
interest of Adult Education at Swarth- 
more, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Benshimol 
will attend the Alliance section of the 
Annual Meeting of the American Uni- 
tarian Association in Boston, and Mr. 
Benshimol will visit several eastern cities 
in connection with his work at the Poly- 
technic Evening High School. Both will 
have opportunity to visit their former 
homes. 

Miss Mary Louise Briggs, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Briggs, has been 
awarded honorable mention in the Witter 
Bynner poetry contest carried on by 
“The Scholastic,” a national high school 
magazine. 

Mrs. Mary Davenport who has been 
for several weeks in the Suburban Hospi- 
tal in Southgate, is now at her home, 
1863 E. 70th street. 


Mr. W. H. Housh, for many years 
Principal of the Los Angeles High School, 
who died within the past week, was an 
interested member of our congregation 
and a generous contributor to our new 
building. Prof. Housh has been one of 
the most influential men of the city and 
was held in high esteem by a veritable 
army of friends. The Alumnae of the 


High School gave him a trip around the 
world a few years ago. 


Mr. James McGrath, a former member 
of this church, died very suddenly on 
Sunday night after an illness of several 
years. 


COMING EVENTS 


Alliance Card Party, Thursday after- 
noon, May 24th. Mrs. L. B. Auerbach, 
hostess. 


Dance sponsored by the Study Class, 
Saturday evening, May 26th. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


“Fragments of Esoteric Sciosophy” is 
a caption under which our author has 
some fun at the expense of those who 
profess to have intimate knowledge of 
various planes of existence with intrigu- 
ing Oriental names, to be able to give a 
precise description of the reason for the 
incarnation of souls, to trace their history 
through various appearances on earth, to 
tell where they spent the interims and 
what they were doing then. They know 
all about atavars, auric-eggs, astral 
bodies, and similar mysteries that are 
hidden from earth-bound minds! Dr. 
Jordan gently intimates that all of this 
“occult” knowledge is of such stuff as 
dreams are made of, and that it is a 
product of substituting wishing for think- 
ing. Of such is the kingdom of Scioso- 
phy. 

“To Sciosophy we owe the epoch mak- 
ing discovery that neither disease or cure 
is real; further, that where disorder is 
imagined to exist, absent treatment is as 
good as calomel or rhubarb. As a mat- 
ter of fact, all who have undergone the 
calomel ordeal naturally agree that any- 
thing or nothing is better than that.” The 
various other healing cults come in for 
their share of ironic treatment as frag- 
ments of “systematized ignorance.” 


Why does a man of Dr Jordan’s dis- 
tinction deem it worth his while to deal 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 
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ORDER OF SERVICE — 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
a. “Fantasia on Church Chimes’... 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Song, “O Life That Maketh All Things 
New,” Number 10. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet, “How Lovely Are the Messen- 
gers’ from “St. Paul”.. Mendelssohn 
Responsive Reading, 
54. 


Announcements. 


“Memorial,” Page 


Organ Offertory, “March” from “Judas 
Maceabacug gi... tae cis leis fenetec Handel 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Solo, “Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect 
Peace’) from “Isatah” Gc .05 ss Patten 
Cornelia Glover 
Address, “Service.” 
E. Burdette Backus 
Song, “Who Is Thy Neighbor?” Number 
42. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


(Continued from Page 3) 


with these and a host of other examples 
of Sciosophy too numerous to mention? 
The reason comes out in the second part 
of the book, where, dropping all banter, 
he turns to the serious and constructive 
purpose that is in the back of his mind 
all the while. He knows that multitudes 
are being exploited; that a great amount 
of time and ingenuity and money are 
being wasted in this manner. He would 
help humanity in the midst of its folly 
and serve the cause of truth. Over 
against Sciosophy he sets science. The 
one is composed of illusion and delusion; 
the other is based on reality. Only the 
truth is livable; error is always costly. 
His plea is for enlightened purpose, in- 
telligence and precision as the controlling 
factors in human life. 


INCREASE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Our budget of $20,000 for 1928 for the 
current expenses of this fine new church 
plant is short by nearly $7,000. Our peo- 
ple are loyal and will rally to the neces- 
sities of this emergency. 

The Board of Trustees call upon all 
those who can to double their old sub- 
scriptions. ‘They call upon all to increase 
their subscriptions. Sign your name to 
the blank subscription below and fill in 
the amount of the increase which you now 
pledge. 

—The Board of Trustees. 


I hereby agree to give during 1928 the sum of $ 


Los Angeles, Calif., 1928 
for the 


current expenses and benevolences of THE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH. 


This pledge includes a year's subscription to the Los Angeles Unitarian at 50c per year. 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Payments may be made weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 


The 
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FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 


When Florence Nightingale went out 
to Scutari to take charge of the wounded 
British soldiers in the Crimean war one 
of the objections which was raised to her 
going was that she was a Unitarian. In 
the strict sense this was not true as she 
was never a member of a Unitarian so- 
ciety. Yet by association and by the 
quality of her own thinking upon reli- 
gion she belonged to the heretical group. 

She came of a Unitarian family, her 
grandfather on her mother’s side was a 
prominent Unitarian layman; her father 
was a life long Unitarian. In the early 
years of her life the family lived where 
there was no Unitarian church and her 
mother became a member of the Estab- 
lished Church and Florence attended with 
her. Yet her independent mind neve. 
accepted the orthodox theology. 


Being of a practical bent she early 
came to judge all professions of faith by 
the fruit which they bore in the life of 
the individual. It made no difference to 
her what church a person belonged to; 
deed and not creed was her standard. 
This attitude stood her in good stead 
when she was confronted with the reli- 
gious bigotry in carrying on her work. 
Fanatical minds quarreled over the sec- 
tarian afhliation of her nurses but it made 
no difference to her whether a nurse was 
a Catholic, a Protestant, or a Unitarian 
so long as she was a good nurse. 

Her position was not a product of in- 
difference. She had her own very posi- 
tive and deep religious experience and 
definite convictions on theological sub- 


jects. When she was seventeen she felt 
that she had a “call from God” to enter 
upon the career in which she won her 
immortal reputation, and a genuine sense 
of religious devotion was with her in all 
her work and was in no small part the 
source of her power. 


She early discovered that the more in- 
telligent and conscientious 
British laboring men were free-thinkers 
and atheists. She felt that this was de- 
plorable and set out to write a book im 
which religion should be set forth in such 
form as to win their allegiance. At vari- 
ous periods in her life she continued to 
work upon this book, enlarging its scope, 
until it grew into three large volumes. 


among the 


In it she set forth her philosophy and 
it was far from coinciding with the con- 
ventional teachings of religion. She be- 
lieved intensely in a personal God, but 
her thought of His nature was not that of 
an individual swayed by likings and per- 
sonalities, but of a Universal Being who 
is law. She said that the best thing 
about God was his inexorable nature, and 
that if he could be influenced by prayers 
then we should always be at the mercy 
of the most effective beggars. Her idea 
was that man must learn the laws and 
conform his actions to -them to get the 
results he desired. 


Something of the independence of her 
mind is revealed in her comments on 
both Catholicism and Protestantism. “The 
great merit of the Catholic Church,” she 
said, “is its assertion of the truth that 
God still inspires mankind as much as 


(Continued on Page 4) 


SUNDAY, MAY 20, 1928 
“This Funny World” 


Address by 


E. Burdette Backus 


10:50 A.M 


KNX 6:30 P.M. 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


The usual period of singing will begin 
at 9:45 and then the School will divide 
into groups for discussion. While Mr. 
Benshimol is away the teachers hope to 
be able to thoroughly review the work 
given so far this year. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Daniel S. Hager will speak for 
Dr. Bullard before the Adult Class, using 
as his subject “Psychic Phenomena and 
Religion.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Should We say God? 


Is God an inadequate term to express 
the free thinkers’ conception of the Ulti- 
mate, the Infinite, the Ideal? 

Does not God imply the personal 
Father, the Super-Human Judge, the Re- 
deemer? Does the term God not essen- 
tially imply one that answers prayer, 
rules Heaven, punishes sinners? 

Are there better modern words to ex- 
press the Humanists’ concepts than “reli- 
gion,” “faith,” “divine,” 
ual,” “immortality” ? 

These suggestions will be discussed in 
open forum at the Study Class on Sun- 
day, May 20. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


Mrs. Clarence Bell 
Thoms “Intelligence and Conduct: Toys 
and Companions.” 


“soul,” spirit- 


will review Dr. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
The Unitarian Laymen’s League will 
conduct a Church School Institute at Star 
Island, off the coast of Maine, July 7th 
to 14th. Teachers and superintendents 
of our Church Schools from all over the 
country will be present. Mr. Backus has 
been invited to be the Institute Preacher. 
The subject of his sermon will be “Can 
Religion Be Taught?” He will give this 

sermon next Sunday, May 27th. 


PICNIC 


The young people who attended the 
Social Hour which was held for several 
Sunday evenings are invited to attend 
the picnic which will be held at the 
beach on Sunday, May 20. Cars will be 
waiting after church to take those who 
have no other means of transportation. 
Each one is to provide their own lunch, 
but coffee will be served by the commit- 
tee. Plan to enjoy this first outdoor af- 
fair of the season. 


ALLIANCE CARD PARTY 


On Thursday afternoon, May 24, Mrs. 
L. B. Auerbach will be hostess at another 
of the delightful Alliance card parties. 
If you wish to reserve a table for this 
event you may do so by phoning Mrs. 
Auerbach or the church office. 

The women who are interested in sew- 
ing will meet as usual on that day. 


DANCING 


On Saturday evening, May 26, the 
Study Class is to sponsor another dance, 
and all those who attended the last one 
know what an enjoyable evening is in 
The same good orchestra has 
been secured. All the members of the 
congregation are cordially invited to at- 
tend. Tickets are 50c. 


store. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers for May 20 are in loving 
memory of the members of the Knight 
family, whose names are inscribed on 
the fountain in the patio. 


FINE! 


A number of our members responded 
splendidly to the appeal in last week’s 
Los Angeles Unitarian for increased sub- 
scriptions to the work. The trustees are 
deeply grateful. If only a larger portion 
of our constituency would do as well all 
financial worry would be removed from 
the Board and its energies would be free 
for other work. 


hI 
it 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THE QUESTIONNAIRE 


An article on the results of the recent 
questionnaire dealing with the policy of 
Social Service in our church appeared in 
the Christian Register for May 3rd. It 
was written by Mr. Robert C. Dexter, 
Social Service Secretary of the American 
Unitarian Association. Mr. Dexter is en- 
thusiastic about the plan and says, “The 
Los Angeles Church is undertaking a 
pioneer task and one which might well 
lead the way for decisive accomplish- 
ments. Other churches will do well to 
give their parishioners an opportunity ot 
expressing their social interests and de- 
sires in connection with their religious 
life.” 


Every man takes care that his neigh- 
bor shall not cheat him. But a day comes 
when he begins to care that he do not 
cheat his neighbor. Then all goes well. 
He has changed his market-cart into a 
chariot of the sun.—Emerson. 


MEMBERSHIP 

The church membership book is kept at 
the Secretary’s desk in the vestibule ex- 
cept on those Sundays when there is a 
public reception of members. Those who 
do not care for the public reception into 
the church are invited to add their names 
to the membership roll at any time they 
desire to do so. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SUMMER CAMP 


The camp held annually for the Uni- 
tarian young people of Southern Califor- 
nia will be at Big Pines again this year 
from August 15-26. Theodore C. Abel 
of Hollywood and Berkeley B. Blake, Uni- 
tarian Field Secretary for the Pacific 
Coast, will be present during the entire 
week and give talks daily. Arrangements 
are being made to take care of a larger 
attendance than ever this year as the 
many attractions of the camp are becom- 
ing better known to the young people. 
Folders giving about the 
camp may be secured at the church of- 


information 


fice. 


PERSONALS 


Mrs. Thomas McClarey who has been 
ill for some time, is much improved and 
is at her own home, 5018 Granada street. 

Mr. and Mrs. O. H. Robinson are at 
home again, 2045 South Hobart, having 
been called east by the death of their 
daughter. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Brewer will leave 
the last of May for an extended overland 
trip east. Among the places to be vis- 
ited during the Star 
Island, where the Unitarian conferences 


summer is the 


are held each year. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Mordough, mem- 
bers of the church, are both receiving 
care at the Glendale Sanitarium. 


A WORD TO VISITORS 

Are you new to our church? If so 
we want you to feel at home. We have 
a continual procession of visitors from 
all parts of the country and we are 
always glad to bid them welcome. If 
you are living in the city and desire to 
receive the announcements of the church 
we will be pleased to put your name on 
the mailing list if you will sign one of 
the “Information Cards” which you will 
find in the book racks. The minister re- 
mains at the front of the church follow- 
ing the services and is always happy to 
greet visitors. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. Introduction to Third Act from 
“Lohengrin” Wagner 


b. “Souvenir” 
Ada Marsh Chick 


ee 


Song, “The Word,’ Number 8. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response. 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “On Life’s Highway”. ..Gaines 


Responsive Reading, “Cheerfulness,”’ 
Page 47. 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Chanson”...... Friml 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “The Blind Ploughman”..... Clark 
Howard Kerr 


Address, “This Funny World.” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “Where Is Heaven?” Number 60. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


SALUTATION OF THE DAWN 


Look to this day— 
For it is Life, the very Life of Life. 
In its brief course lie all 
The Realities of your existence: 
The Bliss of Growth; 
The Glory of Action; 
The Splendor of Beauty. 
For Yesterday is only a Dream, 
And Tomorrow is only a vision: 
But Today well lived makes 
Every Yesterday a Dream of Happiness, 
Every Tomorrow a Vision of Hope. 
Look well, therefore to this day! 
—From the Sanskrit. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ever. Its great fault,—its limiting this 
inspiration to itself. The great merit of 
Protestantism: its proclamation of free- 
dom of conscience within the limits of 
the Scriptures. Its great fault: its erec- 
tion of the Bible into a master of the 
soul,” 

Though Miss Nightingale was not a 
member of the Unitarian Church she con- 
tinued her interest in it to the end. In 
1900 when she was an invalid, confined 
to the house, she sent two women to make 
purchases for her at a bazaar held by 
the Unitarians of London for the pur- 
pose of raising funds to erect new chap- 
els. 


It is interesting to come upon one 
bright spot in the midst of the religious 
controversy which raged around her at 
the time when she was giving all of her 
splendid energies to the service of the 
wounded soldiers at Scutari. Some fan- 
atical individuals were objecting to her 
religious views in the presence of a young 
Irish Catholic priest. He put an end to 
the discussion by remarking that “Miss 
Nightingale belongs to a sect that is un- 
fortunately altogether too rare, the sect 
of the Good Samaritan.” 
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THIS FUNNY WORLD 


The clown has a tremendously im- 
portant role to play in the drama of 
life. Without the element of humor the 
world would be quite as intolerable as if 
it were devoid of color. A sense of hu- 
mor is so necessary that we are ready 
to accept the standard of the mother who 
insisted that she was going to teach her 
children to see the point of a joke if she 
had to use the rod to accomplish her 
end! 

The comic is delightful as an end in 
itself, as a delicious morsel to be rolled 
under the tongue and enjoyed to the full. 
We relish a good joke; we rejoice in a 
witty or jovial person; we chuckle ove1 
the comical in art, the ludicrous in na- 
ture. 
being. But beyond this humor is an in- 
valuable instrument for the accomplish- 
ment of a great variety of important 
ends. 


The laugh is its own excuse for 


When the strain of war time responsi- 
bility was heavy upon Abraham Lincoln 
one of the qualities which stood him in 
good stead was his keen sense of humor. 
His ability to meet even the gravest and 
most trying situation with a glint of 
humor was as the resilience of a piece 
of fine steel which permits it to bend 
and spring back into place where greater 
rigidity would cause it snap in twain. 
In humor we have a great source of re- 
laxation and refreshment. 


Of equal importance is the fact that 
the man who dons the cap and bells can 
speak in jest the disturbing truths which 
would otherwise be denied utterance. It 


was a common practice in the days of 
the Inquisition for the men who dared 
to think heretical thoughts to give them 
to the world through the tongue of the 
“fool.” If any question were raised con- 
cerning the heretical passage it could 
always be pointed out that the author 
was not responsible, that there he was 
simply speaking as a fool would speak. 
Even in our day the need for clothing 
truth in jest has not vanished and is still 
employed by distinguished humorists who 
are thus enabled to blazon on the front 
page of our newspapers ideas that would 
be deemed too dangerous for publication 
if they came from one who did not en- 
joy a reputation as a jester. 

Another use to which humor is fre- 
quently and effectively put is that of 
Mark Twain 
said that we do not make enough use of 
the devastating power of laughter in our 
efforts to slay superstition and reform 
the world. Few there are who can stand 
up against ridicule; the most doughty feel 
like slinking away with their tails be- 
tween their legs if they sense that people 
are laughing at them. The feather is 
often more effective as a weapon than 
brush 
that will withstand any 
amount of logic and reason. President 
Faunce, of Brown University, recently 
expressed the belief that “public laughter 
will soon take care of the black-lists” 
which certain “patriotic” organizations 
have established, and following his hint 
a number of the distinguished persons on 


a weapon of destruction. 


the sledge hammer; satire will 


away errors 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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“Can Religion Be Taught?” 
Address by E. Burdette Backus 


a 


ca ra 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


The children will meet at 9:45 for 
fifteen minutes of singing before going to 
their different classes where the teach- 
ers are conducting a general review of 
work done this year. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Com- 
ing Man.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Nutrition. 


Dr. Daniel S. Hager will speak to the 
Study Class on “Nutrition” with special 
reference to Dental Hygiene. 

Dr. Hager, at present of the University 
of California Clinic on North Broadway, 
has been a student and practitioner in 
his special field since 1896. 

Dr. Hager was for years special ex~ 
aminer on sight, color, sense and _ hear- 
ing for the Satna Fe Railway. He has 
carried on his practice for somewhat 
over twenty years in Chicago, where he 
Was associated with leading medical 
specialists. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


The Child Study Class will meet in 
the room above the library for discus- 
sion. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
HUMANISM 


That phase of our Unitarian thought 
which has come to be known as “Hu- 
manism” is commanding more and more 
attention. It is constantly discussed in 
the columns of the Christian Register. 
Mr. Backus has been invited to make it 
the subject of a series of lectures which 
he is to give at Star Island. The offic- 
ers of the General Conference before 
which the lectures are to be given have 
asked him to deal with such questions as 
the following: Does the humanist 
abandon the belief in God or is he 


simply using a different terminology from 
the theist? What is his attitude towards 
prayer? Does the humanist deny the 
possibility of immortality? What is the 
basis of morality according to humanist 
thought? 

Mr. Backus plans to give a forthright, 
unequivocable answer to these questions. 
You will be interested to know what 
those answers are and accordingly he 
will give as his three final sermons be- 
fore leaving for the east the addresses 
which he intends to use at the Confer- 
June 3rd the title will be “Hu- 
manism and God.” June 10th, “Human- 
ism and Immortality.” June 17th, “Hu- 
He will be glad 
to receive from members of the congre- 
gation suggestions or criticisms which he 
can addresses as 
finally given. 


ence. 


manism and Morality.” 


incorporate in the 


13 to 30 


All young people of this church be- 
tween the ages of 13 and 30 are eligible 
to attend the summer camp to be held 
August 19-26 for young people of the 
Unitarian Churches of Southern Califor- 
nia. Arrangements will be made to pro- 
vide different types of activities and 
entertainment for the different age groups. 
The camp will be held at Big Pines, 
Los Angeles County Play Ground, in the 
above San Bernardino, 98 
miles from Los Angeles. Folders descrip- 
tive of the camp may be secured from 
the church secretary. 


mountains 


THE COIN 


~ Into my heart’s treasury 
I slipped a coin 
That time cannot take 
Nor thief purloin— 
O, better than the minting 
Of a gold-crowned king 
Is the safe-kept memory 
Of a lovely thing. 
—Sara Teasdale. 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


The Los Angeles Unitarian 


Published Weekly Except July and 
August by 


The First Unitarian Church 
2936 West Eighth St., Los Angeles, Calif. 


DUnkirk 4683 
Subscription Price—50 cents a year. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


PERSONALS 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Dunn leave this 


week for an extended trip in the east. 
They will go by train to New Orleans 
and then by boat to New York. 


Miss Belle Smith, who has been 
traveling in Europe for the past year, is 
now in London and will soon announce 


her plans for her return to Los Angeles. 


Professor Edward T. Williams and 
his wife, of Berkeley, have been visiting 
for some weeks in Los Angeles and have 
been regular attendants at our church. 
Prof. Williams is the President of the 
Pacific Coast Conference of Unitarians. 
He is Agassiz Professor of Oriental 
Languages at the University of Califor- 
nia and chairman of the department. 


He is an authority on China. 


DR. GEORGE R. DODSON 


Dr. Dodson, who is to be our preacher 
during July, is one of the most successful 
of Unitarian ministers. For twenty-five 
years he has served the Church of the 
Unity in St. Louis building it into a 
powerful organization. He is also Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy at Washington Uni- 
versity in St. Louis. He will deliver a 


series of five sermon-lectures in our 
church under the general title of “Per- 
sonality in the Light of Modern Psy- 
chology.” A prospectus giving a descrip- 
tion of the series will soon be available 
for distribution. We are fortunate in 
being able to secure Dr. Dodson and can 
feel that in presenting him we are rend- 
ering a distinct service to the community. 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


The church prints each week 1150 
copies of the Los Angeles Unitarian, 
800 copies being sent through the mail 
to members of the church and friends in- 
terested in the work of the Unitarian 
Church. We increase that number for 
distribution at church during the winter 
months when attendance at church ser- 
vices is larger. 

The actual cost of printing and mail- 
ing these bulletins amounts to about 
$32.00 per week, or in other terms it 
costs the church $1.32 per year to print 
and mail one calendar. 

We have tried at various times to get 
the Unitarian into second class mail 
which would cut the cost of mailing in 
half. We are going to make the effort 
again and in order to meet one of the 
requirements of the Postal authorities we 
need about three hundred additional sub- 
scribers. 

If you have made a contribution to the 
current expenses of the church that in- 
cludes a year’s subscription to the Uni- 
tarian. If you have not made a contri- 
bution you will be given an early oppor- 
tunity to subscribe to the Unitarian. The 
price is only 50c per year. Surely there 
is that much pleasure and profit in the 
Unitarian for you. 


OUTWITTED 


He drew a circle that shut me out— 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 

But Love and I had the wit to win: 

We drew a circle that took him in! 
—Edwin Markham. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 


a. “Prelude” 

b. “Londonderry Air” 
Ada Marsh Chick 

Song, “Light of Ages,” Number 19. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Howard Kerr 
Quartet— 
“Great and Fair is She Our Land,” 
arranged to St. Georges........ Elvey 
Poem by William Watson 
Responsive Reading, “Universal Com- 
mandments,’ Page 50. 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Largo”........Handel 
Ada Marsh Chick 
Quartet— 
“Oh For the Wings of a Dove,” from 
“Hearwiiy) Prayer: merc. Mendelssohn 


Address, “Can Religion Be Taught?” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Song, “Forward Through the Ages,” 

Number 64. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 

FINANCES 

We are still short of the required 
amount to meet the expenses of the 
church year. Others of our members 


and friends are asked to add to their 
subscriptions as some have already done. 
Mr. A. V. Andrews, President of the 
Board of Trustees will explain the finan- 
cial situation at the service Sunday morn- 
ing. You will find below a pledge card 
for your use in making a subscription or 
increasing your old one. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the black-list are having a banquet in 
New York City to “make the world safe 


for humor.” 


We need an element of humor in our 
philosophy of life. The world is a rather 
grim place and it will be scarcely livable 
unless we can bring to bear on it a sense 
of humor. There is plenty of raw ma- 
terial in it ,—incongruities, 
paradoxes, constant surprises, absurdities. 
All that is required is the seeing eye. 
Nowhere is humor more essential than 
in our judgment of our neighbors and 
friends. We must learn to be able to 
laugh at the qualities in them which 
would otherwise drive us to despair; 
even their sins become less henious when 
It can 
transform the eccentric bore into an in- 
specimen enlivens the 
journey (if not too constantly present). 
But above all humor is needed in our 
estimate of ourselves to give us a sense 
of proportion. No one is a safe member 
of society until he has learned to laugh 
at himself. 


for humor 


seen through the lens of humor. 


teresting who 


There are 
places where its intrusion is a desecra- 
tion. It cannot enter our hour of deep- 
est sorrow and it is forbidden to accom- 
pany us in our moments of highest ex- 
altation. But it has many useful func- 
tions to perform and is certainly worthy 
of cultivation. Blessed is he who can 
laugh at the world, his fellows, and him- 
self,—not a wry, begrudging quirk of the 
lips, but a full-hearted, deep-throated, 
spontaneous laugh. In him there is much 
strength and much wisdom, 


Humor has its limitations. 


I hereby agree to give during 1928 the sum of $ 


Los Angeles, Calif., 1928 
for the 


current expenses and benevolences of The FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH. 
This pledge includes a year’s subscription to the Los Angeles Unitarian at 50c per year. 


Name 


LS 


Address 


Phone 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Our understanding of the essential na- 
ture of religion has been undergoing a 
profound change as a result of the scien- 
tific and historical studies of recent years. 
The specialists are telling us that beneath 
all the varieties and forms of the re- 
ligious life is the primal urge of human 
life for a satisfying existence. Sacred 
books, ceremonies, gods, moral codes, are 
all the products of man’s endeavor to se- 
cure for himself the values by which he 
sets special store. Religion has now been 
defined as “the cooperative quest for the 
satisfying life.” 

This alters our whole conception of the 
nature of religious education. It wipes 
out the distinction between the secular 
and the sacred in education. All educa- 
tion ought to be religious education—that 
is, permeated with the sense that it is a 
part of the “quest for satisfying life.” 
The skill by which a man becomes a good 
craftsman is just as his 
knowledge of the ideals of the prophets 
of the Old Testament; the training in 
good manners by means of which a child 
learns to become a gracious member of 
society is just as religious as the learn- 
ing of the ten commandments. 


religious as 


The point of view from which we pro- 
ceed with religious education is admir- 
ably illustrated in the words of Mr. 
L. P. Jacks, editor of the Hibbert Journal. 
He tells of a school master who was 
asked where, in his time table, he taught 
religion. The reply was: “We teach it 
all day long. We teach it in arithmetic 
by accuracy. We teach it in language by 
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learning to say what we mean. We teach 
it in history by humanity. We teach it in 
geography by breadth of mind. We teach 
it in handicraft by thoroughness. We 
teach it in astronomy by reverence. We 
teach it in the playground by fair play. 
We teach it by kindness to animals, by 
courtesy to servants, by good manners to 
one another, and by truthfulness in all 
things. We teach it by showing the chil- 
dren that we, their their 
friends and not their enemies.” 


elders, are 

Obviously a church such as our own 
cannot cover the whole educational field. 
We are therefore driven to ask what dis- 
The 
answer comes that while religious edu- 


tinctive contribution we can make. 


cation is not of a different order from 
secular education it has a different em- 
phasis. We do not aim to be simply one 
more institution of education but to have 
the work that we do characterized by 
certain qualities. 

First of all, it is done in full consci- 
ousness of the end which it would serve. 
We know that our purpose is to help the 
young and old in their quest for the satis- 
fying life. This naturally directs us to 
the story of man’s age-long and world- 
wide pursuit of values and ideals. In 
this story, especially as it is unfolded 
in the lives of heroic men and women, 
we find the major portion of our material. 
We bring the story down to the present, 
aware of our own union with those of the 
past who have striven as we are striv- 
ing to bend the conditions of life to 
meet the highest demands of our nature. 


(Continued on Page 4) 


SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 1928 


“HUMANISM AND GOD” ‘ 


10:50 A.M. 


- . 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 
Radio KN X 6:30 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


It is expected that Mr. Benshimol will 
be back in the Church School on June 
3rd, ready to outline the work for the 
remainder of the year. It will be a 
great help if the children are in their 
places promptly at 9:45. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard’s subject will be “Human 
Happiness.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


“The Bridge of San Luis Rey.” 

Miss Zenna Leshing will review Thorn- 
ton Wilder’s much discussed book “The 
Bridge of San Luis Rey.’ It deals with 
the old question, “Why Does God Permit 
Evil?” 

This “philosophical” picture of Colonial 
Peru has suffered the claims of being 
psychological, theosophical, esoteric and 
“Christian Scientific.” Miss Leshing will 
give her candid estimate of what Mr. 
Wilder meant or did not mean. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


Mrs. W. D. Moore will review Gale’s 
“Elements of Child Study.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 


Exchange of Pulpits 

On Sunday, June 3rd, Mr. Backus will 
exchange pulpits with Mr. Bard of San 
Diego. This will eliminate the sermon 
on Humanism and Immortality from the 
present series. On the following Sunday, 
June 17th, Mr. Backus will speak on 
Humanism and Morality, or Why be 
Good? 


TRUSTEES MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held in the 
church office on Monday evening, June 
4th, at 8:00 o’clock. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


Since June 7th is the first Thursday 
in the month the birthdays of the women 
of the Alliance will be celebrated at a 
luncheon at 12:30. 


Mr. Backus will be the luncheon 
speaker. 
After the business meeting at 2:00 


o’clock Mrs. William Myers will give an 
interesting and instructive talk on “The 
Birds of California.” 


FELLOWSHIP BUSINESS MEETING 


On Sunday evening, June 3, the mem- 
bers of the Fellowship will meet at the 
church at 6:30 for supper, which will 
be followed by a business meeting to 
elect officers for the coming year. Every 
member is urged to be present and the 
members of the Junior Fellowship are 
also invited. 


8 DAYS FOR $8.00 

Eight days of happy, wholesome recre- 
ation for only $8.00! That is what the 
Y.P.R.U. camp at Big Pines offers to 
every Unitarian youth between the ages 
of 13 and 30. 

It is the aim of those in charge to 
have the camp so inexpensive that no 
one need be deprived of it because he 
cannot afford it. We are able to con- 
duct the camp at such a small cost be- 
cause of the gifts of food and money 
made by many interested friends among 
the older people; because the ministers 
and chaperones who have charge of it 
give freely and generously of their time 
and labor without remuneration; and be- 
cause the “campers” will do a share of 
the work each day and are content with 
simple and primitive accommodations. A 
few tents are shared for dressing rooms. 
Each brings his own bedding. His sleep- 
ing room is roofed by the stars. Pine 
needles serve for a bed unless he prefers 
to take an army cot. 

Folders giving further information 
about the camp, which is to be held Au- 
gust 19-26, may be secured from the 
church secretary. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 


The next dinner of the Laymen’s 
League will be held on Wednesday eve- 
ning, June 13th. 

The League is instituting a new plan 
in regard to the dinners. A charge of 
only fifty cents will be made, but no 
dinners will be served to those who have 
not made reservations. 

For this last meeting of the year a 
most interesting program has_ been 
arranged, details of which will be given 
in next week’s calendar. 


THEY SOFTLY WALK 


They are not gone who pass 
Beyond the clasp of hand, 
Out from the strong embrace. 
They are but come so close 
We need not grope with hands, 
Nor look to see, nor try 

To catch the sound of feet. 
They have put off their shoes 
Softly to walk by day 
Within our thoughts, to tread 
At night our dream-led paths 


Of sleep. 
—Hugh R. Orr. 


PERSONALS 


Mr. H. B. Brackett leaves on June Sth 
for a combined business and pleasure trip. 
He will visit Chicago, Philadelphia and 
New York in the interests of his business 
and will later go to Boston and Maine for 
a visit with friends and relatives. He ex- 
pects to visit the Isles of Shoals in July 
and will meet there some of the other 
members of this church. He will return 
to Los Angeles about the middle of July. 


On Monday last funeral services for 
Mr. David H. Evans were held at the 
church. Mr. Evans was from Minne- 
sota, where he had been active in public 
life, at one time having been candidate 
for Governor of the State. Since coming 
to Los Angeles he had been a regular at- 
tendant at our services and had come to 
feel that the Unitarian church was part 
and parcel of his life. He was struck 
down by an automobile which caused his 
death. 


Mr. Backus leaves Sunday afternoon 
June 17th for the east. He plans to go 
by way of New Orleans and from there 
by boat to New York. He has engage- 
ments for thirteen lectures in New Eng- 
land during July. The first of these will 
be given at Star Island where Unitarians 
from all over the continent gather every 
summer for conference. He is to speak 
at three of these conferences. He is also 
scheduled for an address at Proctor 
Academy, at Andover, N. H., and has 
a tentative engagement to speak at the 
Prison Colony at Norfolk, Mass. He will 
take his vacation during August, spend- 
ing a portion of his time with his parents 
at Adrian, Mich. 


KINDRED GROUPS 


Wherever in any church or nation, or 
social class, we find a group of men seek- 
ing in their righteous way the common 
welfare, we would be one with them in 
sympathy and high endeavor. 

—John Haynes Holmes. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a, “Prelude” . +... Rachmaninoff 
BiecGravotten Niortai John S. Bach 
Ada Marsh Chick. 


Song, “Comradeship,”’ No. 57. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response. 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “Wind and Lyre,’ poem by 
Edwin Markham, adapted to “Still 
as the Night,’ Bohm; by A. M. Chick. 


Responsive Reading, “Evolution,” Page 
42. 

Announcements. 

Organ Offertory, “Chant Sans 
IPA romes ager «ales teeta te Tschaikowsky 


Solo, “Each in His Own Tongue... Tate 
Cornelia Glover 


Address, “Humanism and God” 
E. Burdette Backus. 


Song, “These Things Shall Be,” No. 54. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


The next characteristic of religious 
education as we conceive it is that it is 
suffused with the quality of reverence. 
The poet Goethe said that the one thing 
which above all others education should 
give to a man is the spirit of reverence. 
This is essential for a true appreciation 
of the values we are seeking to attain. 
On the one hand it avoids the dangers of 
flippancy, on the other it escapes the 
menace of cynicism. It is only as we 
acquire a truly reverential attitude of 


mind that we are equipped to carry on 


our quest for the satisfying life. 
Finally we need the open mind. Edu- 
cation does not deserve the name religi- 
ous when it is conducted in a dogmatic 
spirit. Those who are learning must feel 
that their teachers are not so much in- 
structors as they are companions in a 
common adventure. We must avoid the 
illusion of having attained the complete 
truth; the minds must be kept plastic, 
growing to the end. It is surprising how 
large a measure of this liberal attitude 
even small children acquire when they 
breathe the atmosphere of a society in 


which it is dominant. 


The importance of religious education 
conceived in these terms can scarcely be 
overestimated. The whole venture of 
our human life on earth is at stake. If 
civilization is to survive it can only be 
under the leadership of men and women 
who with reverence and the open mind 
consciously turn their endeavors to the 


cooperative quest for the satisfying life. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 
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WANTED, AN EXPLANATION! 

Luther Burbank was keenly sensitive to 
beauty and much of the joy which he took 
in his work with plants came from this 
source. He said that there is a biological 
reason for the splendor of the flowers 
with which the plant announces its pres- 
ence to the world. The blossoms attract 
the insects which carry the pollen from 
one plant to another. But Burbank noted 
that there was a greater achievement of 
beauty than was necessary for the accom- 
plishment of this purpose. The lavish 
display of color and form and perfume is 
not alone for the sake of reproduction 
but is apparently an end in itself. He 
concluded that there is a definite urge 
towards beauty in nature. What is the 
meaning of this? How shall we interpret 
it in our philosophy? 

A woman of mature years had a cher- 
ished friend. They had grown up to- 
gether and had been inseparable com- 
panions. Circumstances separated them 
but they continued their friendship and 
enjoyed occasional visits. During one of 
these it developed that they had grown 
apart in their thought life. One of them 
was confronted with the question whether 
their precious friendship could survive 
an honest discussion of their differences 
of opinion. Then there came to her the 
overwhelming realization that she could 
not suppress what she was convinced 
was the truth; friendship would have to 
submit to the test. She felt what Emer- 
son has put into his lines: 

Though love repine, and reason chafe, 

There came a voice without reply,— 

“?Tis man’s perdition to be safe 

When for the truth he ought to die.” 
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What is the explanation of this impulse 
which comes out of the very deeps of us 
to serve the truth at all costs? 


In “The Bridge of San Luis Rey,” 
Thornton Wilder portrays the character 
of Uncle Pio who has as his protege an 
actress whom he has reared from child- 
hood. She is very famous, the idol of the 
populace because of her art. But he is 
not satisfied. He demands perfection and 
labors with her incessantly as though she 
must meet the exacting requirements of 
an audience of a realm in which the 
standards are infinitely higher than those 
of this earth. Everyone who has in him 
the least fragment of an artist under- 
stands the impulse. How are we to ac- 
count for this deep lying discontent of 
our nature which will not permit us to 
let well enough alone but drives us in 
pursuit of a perfection that ever eludes 
us? 

The time honored answer to the ques- 
tions we have been asking is found in 
the one word “God.” The urge towards 
beauty in nature, the loyalty of the hu- 
man mind to truth, the demand for per- 
fection, are said to point us to a spiritu- 
al realm of perfection which now and 
again breaks through into the world of 
nature and gives us a fleeting glimpse of 
its splendor. We belong to that realm 
and are ever seeking to return to it. From 
God we come; to Him we return. Our 
hearts are restless till they find rest in 
him. 

But for various reasons there are many 
minds that no longer find this explanation 
satisfactory. They feel that it seeks to 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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“RELIGIOUS FAITH IN THE MODERN WORLD” , ’ 


10:50 A. M. 


Address by Rev. Howard B. Bard of San Diego 
Mr. Backus over KN X ‘ , 


6:30 P. M. 


. . , 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


The usual period of singing will begin 
at 9:45. Mr. Benshimol has planned an 
interesting program to follow the singing. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard’s subject will be “The 
Vicious Virtues of Christianity.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Romanticism vs Realism. 


Miss Ida Kizler will lead the discus- 
sion in the Study Class on the subject 
“The Trend of Modern Literature.” 

Miss Kizler will give a general review 
of the style and motif of such modern 
leaders as Lindsay, Sinclair 
Lewis, Sherwood Anderson, Sandberg, 
Robinson, Willa Cather. Miss Kizler 
will endeavor to suggest how much of 
modern literature is of the 
school and whether 
flourishes in American letters. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


literary 


realistic 


romanticism still 


Mrs. Henry M. Lee will review Wat- 
son’s new book “Psychological Care of 
Infants and Children.” 


NEXT SUNDAY 
Why Be Good? 


The last sermon which Mr. Backus 
will give before going east for the sum- 
mer is to deal with the humanistic basis 
of morals. Can we have a sound society 
without supernatural sanction for our 
ethical standards? This address will be 
given Sunday morning, June 17th. There 
will be a special musical number by the 
young people’s chorus on this Sunday. 


PROGRAM DE LUXE 


Mr. Clifford Lott, one of the most dis- 
tinguished soloists of Los Angeles, will 
appear with a double mixed quartet in 
a series of musical numbers at the next 


meeting of the Laymen’s League, Wednes- 
day evening, June 13th, at 7:45 P.M. 


The speaker of the evening is Captain 
Dudley S. Corlett of the British Royal 
Botanic Service. Capt. Corlett is a man 
of wide experience, having traveled all 
over the world. He is now associated 
with the California Botanic Garden, at 
Santa Monica. The subject of his ad- 
dress is “Botanic Gardens of the World.” 
Captain Corlett is reported to be a capti- 
vating speaker. 

Dinner will be served at 6:30 P.M. 
The price has been reduced to fifty cents. 
Attendance is not limited to members. 
Any man interested in the church is in- 
vited to attend and may bring guests. All 
reservations must be made prior to Tues- 
day noon. Dinner will be served only to 
those who have made reservations. The 
women cannot be accommodated at din- 
ner but are cordially invited to attend 
program at 7:45 P.M. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


June 14th is sewing day for the women 
of the Alliance. Box luncheon will be 
enjoyed at 12:30, after which the Poetry 
Hour will be conducted with Mrs. Abbie 
Brewer, Mrs. H. B. Padelford and Mrs. 
Eva Parselow in charge. 


FELLOWSHIP OFFICERS 


At the meeting of the Fellowship held 
last Sunday evening the following offic- 
ers were elected for the coming year: 
President, Eleanor Merriam; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Winifred Biegler; Secretary, Mary 
Louise Briggs; Treasurer, John Ferte. 


CHILD STUDY CLASS 


All those who are interested in the 
permanent organization of a Child Study 
Class to be affiliated with the National 
Child Study Association, are invited to 
tea at the home of Mrs. J. P. Hunt, 1609 
West Eighth Street, Tuesday afternoon, 
June 12 at 3:45 P.M. This class, if or- 
ganized, will be under the direction of 
Mrs. Alma R. King. M.A., Columbia 
University, Consulting Psychologist. 
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Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
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WHO’S WHO AT CAMP 


The speakers at camp will be Rev. 
Berkeley Blake of San Francisco and 
Rey. Theodore Curtis Abel of Holly- 
wood. They will each give one address 
daily and in addition will provide oppor- 
tunity for informal conferences and dis- 
cussions with the young people. 

The camp chaperones will be Mrs. 
Berkeley Blake, Mrs. Theodore C. Abel 
and Mrs. Mary West. 

The chief cook will be Mrs. C. R. 
Lyon, assisted by Mrs. A. M. Firkins. 

Remember the date, August 19-26. 
Eight days for eight dollars! For young 
people from thirteen to thirty—at Big 
Pines in the San Bernardino Mountains. 
Make your reservations at once with 
Mrs. E. B. Backus. 


RADIO MEMBERSHIP 


By vote of the Board of Trustees at 
their regular meeting, June 4th, it was 
decided to establish a Radio Membership 
in the church. Anyone who will con- 
tribute five dollars may become a Radio 
Member. These memberships will be so- 
licited over the Radio. The $5.00 dues 
will pay for a year’s subscription to the 
Los Angeles Unitarian and also make a 
contribution towards the support of the 
Radio broadcasting. A card indicating 
membership will be issued. 


PERSONALS 

Mrs. L. N. Anderson, a loyal member 
of our congregation, has just been made 
Chairman of the Program Committee of 
the Inglewood Woman’s Club. Mrs. 
Anderson is rendering valuable service 
in the cause of liberalism in her com- 
munity. 


Mrs. A. R. Briggs has gone east for an 
extended visit in New England. 


Members of the congregation will be 
interested to learn that three of the re- 
sponsive readings in our service book 
have been used in a new volume entitled 
“Modern Worship,” just issued by the 
Yale University Press. The author is 
Von Ogden Vogt. 


OPPORTUNITY 

This I beheld, or dreamed it in a 
dream :— 

There spread a cloud of dust along a 
plain; 

And underneath the cloud, or in it, 
raged 

A furious battle, and men yelled, and 
swords 

Shocked upon swords and shields. A 
prince’s banner 

Wavered, then staggered backward, 


hemmed by foes. 

A craven hung along the battle’s edge, 

And thought, “Had I a sword of keener 
steel— 

That blue blade that the king’s son 
bears,—but this 

Blunt thing!” He snapt and flung it 
from his hand, 

And lowering crept away and left the 
field. 

Then came the king’s son, wounded, sore 
bestead, 

And weaponless, 
sword, 

Hilt-buried in the dry and trodden sand, 

And ran and snatched it, and with battle- 
shout 

Lifted afresh he hewed his enemy down, 

And saved a great cause that heroic day. 

—Sill. 


and saw the broken 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. “Sanctus” from St. Cecelia 
IWassee. subse ee eric: Gounod 
b. “To the Rising Sun”... Torjussen 
Ada Marsh Chick. 


Song, “The Spacious Firmament On 


High,’ Number 1. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Response. 
Howard Kerr 


Quartet, “He Watching Over Israel,” 
Hinge VAM! Boy oasce Mendelssohn 


Responsive Reading, “Human Dignity,” 
Page 48. 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Adagio”...Beethoven 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, Recitative and Air from 
<The, Creation aii. arcneenLavar 
Recitative, “And God Said”: 
Air, “With Verdure Clad.” 
Nellie Coburn Walker 


Address, “Religious Faith in the Modern 
World.” 
Howard B. Bard 


Song, “Go Forth to Life,” Number 39. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


account for one mystery simply by plung- 
ing it into a deeper one. When we have 
said “God” we have only given a name 
to our ignorance and are no further 
along in our understanding of things than 
we were before. ‘To be sure such facts 
as we have here been considering warn 
us against accepting too easily a material- 
istic or mechanistic interpretation of the 
universe. We are in the presence of 
qualities which do not readily lend them- 
selves to this type of philosophy. If they 
do not confirm theism they refute materi- 
alism. 


Perhaps the part of wisdom, in view of 


our profound ignorance of ultimates, 
would be to leave the question of the 
interpretation of these facts in abeyance 
for the time being. Certainly it is foolish 
to quarrel about them when there is so 
much need of all our powers for the 
practical task of increasing the measure 
of beauty, truth, and perfection in the 
world. If we employ ourselves in this 
manner, by and by the answer to our 
riddle may slip in upon us unawares. If 
not, we shall at least have been about 
the most profitable business of life. It 
may be that we are making an enigma 
where none exists and that these things 
which excite our wonder have no mean- 
ing beyond themselves and that what we 
have called the spiritual instead of be- 
ing a world apart is simply one aspect 
of reality. There is wisdom in the atti- 
tude of him who is not so lost in con- 
templation of the flower as a message 
from above that he forgets to cultivate 


his garden. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 
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A LITTLE STORY “And do you know what this means to 
“Mr. Ovington is downstairs, and the church office,” he continued. “No fol- 


wants to see you.” 

I found the Treasurer waiting for me. 
His eyes were gleaming, his lips smiling, 
his whole presence aglow with excitement 
and enthusiasm. 

“What do you think,” he cried, almost 
before I had entered the room. “A 
miracle has happened—nothing like it 
since I became Treasurer of the Com- 
munity Church.” 

“What is it,’ I asked, almost as ex- 
cited as the Treasurer. 

“This is the first of April,” said Mr. 
Ovington, only three months since the an- 
nual financial appeal went out. And 
every member of the church has sent in 
a pledge for 1928.” 

“Every member,” I shouted. 
member ?” 

“Every member,” reiterated Mr. Oving- 
ton. “Resident and non-resident, husband 
and wife, everybody! Some haven't 
given very much—a dollar, two dollars, 
five dollars—but they gave what they 
could, and everybody has given some- 
thing, and given it now. Why, the thing 
is unprecedented. Here on the first of 
April, I have the budget covered, and 
nearly $5,000 to the good.” 

I sat down amazed, almost frightened 
by the news. 

“Do you realize what this means to 
me,” said Mr. Ovington again. “My work 
for the year is done. Apart from collect- 
ing pledges and paying bills, I haven't 
a thing to worry about for the rest of 
the year. 


“Every 


low-up letters, no new appeals, no per- 
sonal solicitations. The office clear of all 
this miserable work, and free, therefore, 
to do something for the church besides 
raise money. Why, this means money 
saved. When you consider the stationery 
we won't have to use for follow-ups, the 
stamps we won't have to buy, the labor 
we won't have to spend, I’ll wager we'll 
save a good $500 on this account alone. 
I wish the people had learned before this 
what it costs us just to raise the funds 
when they don’t come across promptly 
as, God bless them, they have this year.’ 

There was silence for a moment. Two 
men heaved sighs of satisfaction and re- 
lief. 

“Speaking of what this means,” I said 
at last, “I want to know, Mr. Ovington, 
if you know what this means to me as 
minister. For the first time since I have 
been here, I shall have my mind free of 
money worries. I shan’t have to drop 
everything at a moment’s notice, and 
spend hours with the Ways and Means 
Committee, drafting letters of appeal, 
and consulting with Miss Maxwell about 
returns. I may actually have a little time 
for sermon preparation, for parish calls, 
for public service. If all of a sudden I 
become a better preacher and a more 
faithful pastor, it will be because this 
year the people have lifted this whole 
financial strain by backing up the church 
as they know it has to be backed up. 
Why, this makes me a new man! And if 
I’m not a new minister as well, it’s not 
the people’s fault. 

(Continued bottom of Col. 2, Page 4) 


SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 1928 


“HUMANISM AND MORALITY” , A 
The last address of the season by Mr. Backus 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 


CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 

A motion picture will be shown at ten 
o’clock after the period of singing. After 
the picture Mr. Benshimol will begin the 
story of early Unitarianism. 

On next Sunday, June 24th, a program 
will be given during the Church School 
hour and the children who can recite or 
dance or sing are asked to take part. 
Those who wish to do this should give 
their name to Mr. Benshimol on Sunday 
morning, June 17th. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on the subject 
“Woman in the Bible.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Mental Hygiene 


Mrs. L. N. Anderson will lead the 
discussion in the Study Class on the sub- 
ject of “Mental Hygiene.” The meet- 
ing will be in the nature of an informal 
discussion. 

Mrs. Anderson will be remembered as 
the lady who spoke at an earlier meet- 
ing on “Cooperation in Denmark.” 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 

Mrs. F. R. Cyr will lead the discussion 
on the subject of teaching children the 
use of money. All those interested in 
child study are invited to join this group 
which meets in the room above the 
church office. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
Berkeley B. Blake 


“Marriage, Divorce and the Church,” 
is the subject on which the Rev. Berkeley 
B. Blake will speak next Sunday, June 
24th. Mr. Blake is Secretary of the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference of Unitarians and 
has under his jurisdiction all the churches 
from San Diego to Vancouver. He has 
offices in San Francisco. Mr. Blake is 
graciously supplying our pulpit to enable 
Mr. Backus to meet his first speaking 
engagement at Star Island on July Ist 
without being unduly rushed in making 
the trip across the continent. We be- 
speak for him the courtesy of a large 
congregation. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


At eleven o’clock on Thursday morn- 
ing, June 21st, the committee on Inter- 
national Relations of the Alliance will 
meet for their regular discussion. ‘The 
subject will be “India.” 

The last regular luncheon of the year 
will be served at 12:30. The speaker 
has not been announced. 

After the business meeting at two 
o’clock Mrs. R. W. Snell will entertain 
with a dramatic reading. 

The treasurer wishes to remind Alli- 
ance members that yearly dues are pay- 
able in May, and that the work of the 
treasurer would be very much simplified 
if this matter is taken care of before the 
discontinuance of the meetings for the 
summer. 


A WEEK FULL OF FUN 

Where else would find the opportunity 
for such a variety of healthful and 
wholesome pleasure and sport as at Big 
Pines Camp during the week of August 
19-26, when the Unitarian young people 
of all Southern California gather there 
for their annual conference. A large 
deep swimming pool and a small lake 
only three miles distant provide for all 
aquatic sports. Near the camp are tennis 
courts, a base ball field and a basket ball 
court. Hiking is the chief occupation at 
the camp. There are hikes every day of 
varying lengths and degrees,—degrees of 
severity to suit the individual tastes. 
Horseshoes, checkers, cards and “catch” 
fill in the moments when there is nothing 
else to do. The evenings afford oppor- 
tunity for dancing in the lodge, marsh- 
mallow roasts, story telling, sings and 
stunt programs. 

But all of each day is not devoted to 
fun alone. An hour each morning and 
evening is spent listening to the camp 
ministers and discussing, under their 
leadership, the big questions of morality 
and conduct which must be met by the 
young people of today. The camp min- 
isters are Theodore Curtis Abel of Hol- 
lywood and Berkeley B. Blake of San 
Francisco. Folders descriptive of the 
camp may be obtained from the church 
secretary. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by 
appointment. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


PERSONALS 


Mrs. W. H. Fox is visiting in Evans- 
ton, Illinois. Her address while there 
will be 1303 Maple Avenue. 


Mr. Chas. F. L’Hommedieu and Miss 
Alice L’Hommedieu leave on the 19th of 
June for an extended visit in Chicago, 
their former home. 


Miss Matilda Sweet will be a delegate 
to the young people’s meetings at Star 
Island. The national organization is 
helping generously to defray her ex- 
penses and the Woman’s Alliance has 
made a contribution to this same end. 
She will be accompanied by her mother, 
Mrs. Minnie L. Sweet, who is a teacher 
in our Church School. 


The Church has been receiving a gen- 
erous amount of publicity in the “Los 
Angeles Ledger,” official paper of the 
Greater Pico Street Association. The 
paper is edited by Mr. Tom M. Mc- 
Clellan, a man of independent mind and 
courage to speak his convictions. You 
will be interested in reading his paper. 
The Church officers appreciate his 
courtesy in carrying the notice of our 
services. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers on June 3rd were pro- 
vided by Mr. and Mrs. O. H. Robinson; 
on June 10th by the Misses Pease and on 
June 17th they are in memory of Ella B. 
Henck, 


MR. BACKUS MAKES A REQUEST 

I have a request to make of all good 
friends of the church. It is that you 
come to church next Sunday, June 17th. 
I know that many of you will be there 
without urging. But this time I want you 
all. So put aside your plan for a trip to 
the beach or the mountains, throw off your 
inertia or indifference, say “get thee be- 
hind me” to your usual array of excuses, 
and come spend an hour with me in the 
communion of thought and the fellowship 
of our mutual interest in liberal religion. 

It is my last Sunday of the first year 
in our new home and I should like to see 
as many of our church family present as 
were there for our first service. We have 
always made something of an occasion of 
our last Sunday before the summer vaca- 
tion. This year the church is to be open 
through July and I shall not be with you 
for the closing Sunday, so I am selfishly 
asking that you make this one the “occa- 
sion.” 

My best thought has gone into the 
sermon for the day. I have already given 
it once—to the people of San Diego last 
Sunday—and I shall be busy working it 
over all week. The subject is “Human- 
ism and Morality.” It is a presentation 
of the moral consequences of the new 
point of view that is establishing itself 
in religion. I can conceive of nothing 
more important for us to consider to- 
gether. 

The young people’s chorus will sing a 
special number which they have been re- 
hearsing for weeks. Of course you will 
want to hear them. 

You will give much by your presence— 
a sense of companionship and strength to 
the other members of the congregation, 
help to me for the day and pleasant 
recollection during the time that I am 
away. I trust that you will receive in 
equally generous measure. I shall look 
for you Sunday. 

—E. Burdette Backus. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 

Organ Prelude— 

a. “Polonaise” 


b. “Angelus” 
Ada Marsh Chick. 


Song, “O Life That Maketh All Things 
New,” Number 10. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Howard Kerr 
Choir, “Hymn to our Native Land,” 
Chorus; trom, Aidan. oars Verdi 
Nellie Coburn Walker, Director 


Responsive Reading, “The Higher Law,” - 


Page 52. 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Canzonetta”....Wood 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Duet, “I Waited for the. Lord’ from 
“Hymn of Praise”..... Mendelssohn 
Nellie Coburn Walker and 
Cornelia Glover 
Address, “Why Be Good ?” 
E. Burdette Backus. 


Song, “Be Lord of Self,’ Number 21. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 
MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Florence Nightingale Memorial 
Association of the United States was 
founded on Miss Nightingale’s birthday, 
May 12, 1928, by Miss Georgia Bryton 
of Los Angeles. As a testimony of grati- 
tude for the tribute paid Miss Nightin- 
gale by our church on May 13, the name 
of the church was registered on the roll 
of honor and Mr. Backus was named a 
Founder Member of the Association. 


LONG BEACH PICNIC 


The annual Unitarian Picnic for South- 
ern California will be held in Bixby Park, 
Long Beach, Saturday, June 30th. Picnic 


lunch at noon. The program will be 
held at 1.30. Mrs. Leopold, of San Diego, 
is arranging the program. The principal 
address will be given by Dr. Bradford 
Leavitt of Pasadena. It is hoped that as 
many as possible from our church will 
arrange to attend. 


PERSONALITY IN THE LIGHT OF 
MODERN PSYCHOLOGY 


A prospectus of the series of five ser- 
mon lectures which Dr. Geo. R. Dodson 
of St. Louis is to give in our church dur- 
ing July will be ready for distribution 
on June 24th. The subject is “Personality 
in the Light of Modern Psychology.” The 
members of the congregation are urged 
to use this prospectus as an invitation to 
friends to attend. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


“And speaking of the people,’ I con- 
tinued, “think, Mr. Ovington, of what 
this means to the people. From now 
until January, 1929, they are through 
with appeals. No more begging letters 
from the minister and the treasurer! 
Funny that so many of our people never 
saw this before—that if they don’t want 
to be badgered and beggared, all they’ve 
got to do is to send in their pledges. 
How simple it is! And think of what it 
means all ’round!” 

“Tt means—everything,” 
treasurer. 

Continued bottom of Col. 2, Page 4 

There was the slam of a door—the 
shock of interruption and surprise. Miss 
Maxwell had come in. 

“T’m glad you’re here,” she said. “Be- 
cause I’m worried sick about the pledges. 
Here it is the first of April, and we have 
heard from less than four hundred peo- 
ple. We’e got to send out a follow-up 
right off.” ‘ 

“O, Lord,” I groaned, for I had awak- 
ened from my dream. 

—John Haynes Holmes. 

(From The Community Church News.) 

“He that hath ears to hear let him 
hear.” 


replied the 
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Bibs WHY BE GooD Ls \ will be only partly intellectual. It is es- 
Benjamin Franklin in his autobi- sential, of course, that we shall have a 


ography tells of the disastrous moral con- 
sequence of the scepticism into which he 
fell in early manhood. His intellect re- 
volted at the theological doctrines then 
current and he discarded the moral re- 
quirements that were associated with 
them, reaching even the point where he 
could see no reason for common honesty. 
Because of the superior quality of his 
mind he gradually worked his way out of 
this moral slough and reached the firm 
ground of a philosophy that inspired him 
to seek the perfected moral life. Some of 
his companions in infidelity, however, 
never extricated themselves and paid a 
severe penalty for their failure. 

The world at the present time is going 
through the early stages of Benjamin 
Franklin’s experience. The old theology 
is discredited and there are multitudes 
who can see no reason for being good 
because the traditional sanctions for 
morality are lacking. The way out of 
the difficulty is not back to the old au- 
thority—that is impossible—but forward 
to the new basis of righteousness. 

What is required is an understanding 
that morality is not theological in its na- 
ture, but social. Good is not good because 
some god commands it. Bad is not bad 
because he forbids it. But good is good 
because its results in the social order are 
desirable. Bad is bad because it places a 


destructive tax on human society. Moral- 
ity springs out of human nature. It 
simply expresses the necessary regulations 
of a complex community. 

There is a crying need for a program 
of moral education on this new basis. It 


knowledge of the facts of life and of the 
results of different kinds of action. With- 
out this our morality will not be intelli- 
gent, and stupidity is responsible for 
more harm in the world than evil intent. 
But our program must cut much deeper 
into human nature than this. 


Reason, after all, provides only a su- 
perficial control. Our actions are dic- 
tated very largely by desire and we shall 
have to create a social atmosphere in 
which the individual is made spontane- 
ouly to realize that it is only by the re- 
finements of the moral life tht he can best 
serve his own interests. Our endeavor 
must be to achieve a situation in which 
the members of the community naturally 
desire those things which are socially 
sound. 

One important means of accomplishing 
this is the appeal to our sense of oneness 
with the group to which we belong. We 
are keenly sensitive to the opinion which 
our fellows entertain of us, treasuring 
their applause, dreading their dis- 
approval. Group solidarity plays a tre- 
mendously potent part in morality. This 
manifests itself clearly in class loyalty 
and patriotism. We should remember, 
however, that morality which springs 
from this source is not safe until the 
group has been expanded to include all 
mankind. An enthusiasm for humanity 
is destined to become one of the main 
sources of the righteousness of the people. 

We may go even farther than this. 
Though we have discarded the traditional 


(Continued on Page 3) 


SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 1928 
“MARRIAGE, DIVORCE and the CHURCH™ ’ . 


10:50 A. M. 


Address by REV. BERKELEY B. BLAKE of San Francisco 


CONCERT IN COMMUNITY HALL 


4:00 P. M. 


- . , 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:45 A.M. 


The children will give a program 
during the regular Church School hour. 
If there are any who would like to have 
a part in this program and have not yet 
handed in their names, they can tele- 
phone their teacher or call the church 
office and their contribution to the enter- 
tainment will be welcomed. As this is 
the last session of the Church School until 
September it is hoped that every one will 
make a special effort to be present. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on the subject 
“Pagan Spirituality.” This will be the 
last meeting of the class until September. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


“The Place of Devotion.” 

Dr. Sanford Emmons Bell, a leader in 
esoteric thought in Southern California, 
will address the Study Class on the gen- 
eral topic of “The Place of Devotion in 
Life.” 

Dr. Bell is a leader among Theo- 
sophists in Los Angeles. He has been a 
member of the faculty of the University 
of Colorado and of the University of 
Minnesota. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLASS, 10 A.M. 


This class is fortunate in having as a 
speaker for this Sunday Mrs. Augustus 
Davies of Pasadena who will address the 
group on “Mental Hygiene and Every 
Day Life.” Mrs. Davies comes recom- 
mended as one who can handle her sub- 
ject most capably. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
On Sunday morning, July 1, Dr. George 
R. Dodson of St. Louis will give the first 
of his series of addresses on “Personal- 
ity in the Light of Modern Psychology.” 
The subject of the first lecture is “Be- 
hind the Scenes With the Human Mind.” 
Pamphlets descriptive of this course of 
lectures are available at the church office 
and you are urged to distribute them 

generously among your friends. 


ALLIANCE MEETING 


The last regular meeting of the Alli- 
ance will be held Thursday, June 28. This 
is sewing day, when the members bring 
their own lunch and enjoy a little social 
time together at 12:30. 

The dates for the summer picnics will 
be announced later. 


RADIO MEMBERSHIP 


Fifteen persons responded to the inyi- 
tation to become Radio Members. The 
announcement concerning this membership 
will be made each Sunday we are on the 
air during the summer and it is hoped 
that the number will be greatly increased. 
The membership fee is $5.00 and entitles 
the subscriber to the Los Angeles Uni- 
tarian for one year. 


LITERATURE TABLE 

At the Literature Table, which you 
will find in the patio at the close of the 
service each Sunday morning, there are 
on sale for a very nominal cost a number 
of new sermons by Slaten, Dietrich, 
Holmes and others. We have on hand 
at the present time three copies of “Our 
Unitarian Heritage,” by Dr. Earl Morse 
Wilbur. These books sell for $2.00 each 
and are well worth that price. You will 
be interested in visiting this table and 
seeing what a variety of reading is 
offered. 


PERSONALS 


Elizabeth Hager, a member of our 
Church School, won the silver cup offered 
by the Science class of the Hollywood 
High School this year. The award came 
through her work in Physiology. 


Mr. George Geoffrin, an active mem- 
ber of the Study Class, has moved to 
Fresno where he will engage in business. 


Mrs. R. C. Gillis left the city this. 
week for an automobile tour in the north. 
During the trip which will occupy five 
weeks’ time, she will visit the principal 
Cities of the coast as far north as’ Van- 
couver and the return trip will include a 
visit in Yellowstone Park, = ' 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


views of the universe, we may yet feel 
that morality has a cosmic meaning. Our 
impulses towards righteousness and hu- 
man service, our ideals and our constant 
endeavor to make them intelligently effec- 
tive are, after all, a product of the uni- 
verse itself. We are not aliens, but are 
‘as much a part of the vast whole of 
things as is anything else. Though our 
ideals and our efforts may appear very 
insignificant and almost impotent in con- 
trast with the vastness in which we are 
submerged, yet we do feel that our effort 
counts in the evolution of life in this 
little corner of the universe, and that in 
so far we are helping to carry the uni- 
verse forward. Our morality has a cos- 
mic setting and a cosmic meaning. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S CAMP 

Plans are well under way for the camp 
for Unitarian young people of Southern 
California which is to be held at Big 
Pines the week of August 19-26. Recre- 
ation is offered for people between the 
ages of thirteen and thirty. The cost is 
nominal—eight dollars for eight days— 
and nowhere else can such a variety of 
entertainment be offered. 

Theodore C. Abel and Berkeley B. 
Blake will be the camp ministers; Mrs. 
Abel and Mrs. Blake will be chaperones 
and Mrs. Backus will be camp director. 
Reservations may be made with Mrs. 
Backus, 1101 Magnolia Avenue. Fold- 
ers descriptive of the camp are available 
at the church office. 


WHERE IS HEAVEN? 
Where is Heaven? Is it not 
Just a friendly garden plot, 
Walled with stone, and roofed with sun, 
Where the days pass one by one 
Not too fast and not too slow, 
Looking backward as they go 
At the beauties left behind 
To transport the pensive mind? 


Does not Heaven begin that day 
When the eager heart can say, 
Surely God is in this place, 
I have seen Him face to face 
In the loveliness of flowers, 
In the service of the showers, 
And his voice has talked to me 
In the sunlit apple tree. 
—Bliss Carman. 


A PRAYER BY THEODORE 
PARKER 

Our Father, we pray Thee that we 
may use the blessings Thou hast given 
us, and never once abuse them. We 
would keep our bodies enchanted still with 
handsome life, wisely would we cultivate 
the intellect which Thou has throned 
therein, and we would so live with con- 
science active and will so strong that we 
shall fix our eye on the right, and, amid 
all the distress and trouble, the good re- 
port and the evil, of our mortal life, steer 
straightway there, and bate no jot of hu- 
man heart or hope. We pray Thee that 
we may cultivate still more these kindly 
hearts of ours, and faithfully perform our 
duty to friend and acquaintance, to lover 
and beloved, to wife and child, to neigh- 
bor and nation, and to all mankind. May 
we feel our brotherhood to the whole hu- 
man race, remembering that naught hu- 
man is strange to our flesh, but is kindred 
to our soul. Our Father, we pray that 
we may grow continually in true piety, 
bringing down everything that would un- 
duly exalt itself, and lifting up what is 
lowly within us, till, though our outward 
man perish, yet our inward man shall be 
renewed day by day, and within us all 
shall be fair and beautiful to Thee, and 
without us our daily lives useful, our 
whole consciousness blameless in Thy 
sight. Amen. 

—Unitarian Minister, 1810-1860. 


4 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a> SFackeltanz acces acisse Meyerbeer 
b. Clarinet and Flute Duo from 


CWalliam well: wee ees Rossini 
Ada Marsh Chick. 
Song, “He Hides Within the Lily,” 
Number 45. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 


Response. 
Howard Kerr 


Trio, “Lift Thine Eyes,’ from 
“Elijah” (by request) ....Mendelssohn 
Mrs. Walker, Mrs. West, Miss Glover 


Responsive Reading, “Love,” Page 53. 


Quartet, “Jerusalem, O Turn Thee” 


from e'Gallia’t cceccsivntel etches Gounod 
Announcements. 
Organ ,Offertory, “Largo”....... Handel 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Solo, “Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect 
Peace” from “Isaiah”......... Patten 
Cornelia Glover 


Address, “Marriage, Divorce and the 


Church.” 
Berkeley B. Blake 


Song, “The Indwelling God,” Number 14, 
Verses 1, 2, 4 and 5. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


There are a good many ways of being 
happy. There is a fool’s way, and a wise 
man’s way; there is a noble way, and a 
base way. A religion will be all that a 
religion ought to be, only when it enables 
a man to be happy in the presence of un- 
varnished facts, and with the most soar- 
ing aspiration; or to be at the same time 
realistic, idealistic, and joyful—Ralph 
Barton Perry. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERT 

On Sunday afternoon, June 24th, at 
four o'clock, a recital of the compositions 
of the composer Bernard Hamblen, who 
has recently come to our city from New 
York, will be given under the auspices 
of the Study Class, by fifteen students of 
voice from the Los Angeles and Redlands 
studios of Josephine Marie Dowler, in- 
cluding the quartette of Trinity Episco- 
pal Church of Redlands. 

Miss Dowler will be assisted by Mr. 
Roy Frankson, violinist, who has recently 
come to us from Minneapolis where he 
was member of the Symphony. The pro- 
gram will range from sacred quartettes 
and solos, through art songs to ballads 
and light opera. Mr. Hamblen also 
writes all the words for his songs. Mr. 
Hamblen and G. Davis Brillhard will be 
accompanists. 

There is no admission charge but an 
offering will be taken. A social hour 
will follow the program. 


THE TELESCOPE 

The prolonged foggy weather has 
made the use of our telescope impossible. 
It is hoped, however, that it can be used 
on Sunday night, June 24, from eight 
until nine o’clock. The moon will be near 
its most interesting phase. Saturn, the 
most unique of all the planets, with its 
rings and moons, is now visible in the 
evening sky. The public is most welcome 
to enjoy the telescope. 

RADIO FOR SUMMER 

During July Dr. Dodson, will speak 
over the Radio on the 1st, 15th and 29th. 
On August 12th Mr. John Steven will 
read one of John Hayes Holmes’ recent 
sermons, “The Religion Superior to Juda- 
ism and Christianity.’ On August 26, 
Rev. James Macdonald of the Santa 
Monica Unitarian Church will speak. All 
of these addresses will be given over 
KNX at 6:30 P.M. 


What is excellent, 
As God lives, is permanent; 
Hearts are dust, hearts’ loves remain; 
Heart’s love will meet thee again. 
—Emerson, 


The 
Los Angeles Unitarian 
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EAST AND WEST 


Cailfornia and New England! The 
traveler who has lived in one of these 
extremities of our country and then so- 
journs for a while among the people of 
the other is reminded of Kipling’s famous 
phrase, “Never the twain shall meet,” 
and is forced to ask himself if it is equal- 
ly applicable to Orient and Occident and 
to Atlantic and Pacific coasts of America. 
The east is relatively old, conscious of 
well established traditions, stable; the 
west is comparatively new, still in the 
making, constantly in flux. 


At a meeting of the Kiwanis Club in 
historic Portsmouth, N. H., one of the 
members told of his visit to Seattle. He 
had been deeply impressed by the enter- 
prise and daring of its citizens in their 
business affairs and their civic undertak- 
ings. His imagination was caught by the 
fact that they did not hesitate to plunge 
into unprecedented ventures on a heroic 
scale and he felt that the people of his 
own community would benefit by a larger 
measure of the same spirit. 


By way of contrast he might have re- 
ported the remark of a New England 
woman who was discussing church affairs 
with a friend. She said: “Our church 
(which is Unitarian) is without a min- 
ister now.” Then with a sigh she con- 
tinued: “It will be so hard for us to 
find a preacher to suit us. You know we 
don’t like new ideas and new ways of 
doing things, and it is very hard to find 
a safe man.” 

It is the constant tendency of life in 
all its forms to settle down into established 


ways. Conservatism, orthodoxy is dom- 
inant everywhere, whether it be in the 
flowers of the field, the habits which an 
individual establishes, or the business 
Practices and religious doctrines of a 
community. Even the progressive very 
quickly settles down into an orthodoxy 
of his own. All of this is not without its 
advantages; a great deal can be said for 
conservatism and its advantages reveal 
themselves in certain good things which 
these staid old New England towns 
possess which the newer communities of 
the west have not as yet achieved. 


There is the stability which is the 
product of long years of growth. It shows 
itself in the character of the business 
establishments; it manifests itself in the 
quality of the citizenship displayed by 
the men and women of these old towns. 
They identify themselves with the com- 
munity, are proud of its long history and 
its achievements; their affections are 
twined about its institutions, its churches, 
its libraries, its hospitals. No one of any 
substance would think of making his will 
without providing for some public bene- 
factions. The roots of life have sunk 
deep down into the soil and given it a 
security and a quality that is admirable. 

Here in the west many of our cities are 
more like big hotels in which transients 
are housed than like homes in which peo- 
ple settle down to live. The result is 
that civic consciousness and loyalty are 
at a minimum. We have our traditions 
yet to make; our institutions can only 
slowly win the allegiance which is taken 


(Continued on page 3, col. 2) 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1928 
“JT Believe!’ Address by E. Burdette Backus - 


10:50 A.M. 


K N X 6:30 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 

The Church School, Dr. Bullard’s Class, 
the Study Class and the Child Study Class 
will resume their meetings on Sunday, 
September 16. 

The Fellowship will meet at ten o’clock 
when Claire Pierce will report on the 
Y.P.R.U camp held recently at Big Pines. 


KNX 
Mr. Backus will speak over Radio 
KNX Sunday, September 9, at 6:30 P.M. 
Invite your friends to listen in. Mr. 
Abel of the Hollywood Unitarian Society 
will be on the air the following Sunday 
at the same hour. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
The subject of the address Sunday, 
September 16, will be “Just Being Hu- 
man.” The prelude for that date will be 
“How Many Unitarians Are There in 
Los Angeles?” 


MINISTER’S OFFICE HOURS 

Mr. Backus plans to be in his office to 
receive callers on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 4 to 6 P.M. He will 
be glad to make appointments at other 
times for those who find it inconvenient 
to call during the regular office hours. 


GENEROUS BEQUESTS 

Mrs. Carrie O. Richards, long a loyal 
member of our church, who died during 
the summer, left the church and the allied 
organizations generous bequests. To the 
church itself $2,000, which will be added 
to the permanent fund in accordance 
with the action of the Trustees that all 
such bequests be so used. $3,000 to the 
Woman’s Alliance; $3,000 to Sunset Hall 
(our proposed home for the elderly), and 
$1,000 to Maternity Cottage. 


SECOND CLASS MAIL 
The Los Angeles Unitarian has been 
accepted as second-class mail matter and 
this is the first issue to be so sent out. 
The postal regulations preclude our giv- 
ing copies out at the Sunday Service or 
adding any more names to the free mail- 


ing list. Any person who desires to re- 


ceive it regularly may do so by sending 
in the subscription price, 50c a year, to 
the Church office. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Dr. Jean Williams, Mrs. Carrie O. 
Richards, Mrs. Elvira Barnard. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


for granted by the people of the older 
sections of the country. We do not have 
the stability, the solidity which they 
possess. 

But our newness has its compensations. 
Life is in the making and we are ready 
to try experiments that would be incon- 
ceivable to our eastern brethren. The 
progressive spirits among them chafe at 
the restrictions to which they are sub- 
jected and envy us our greater freedom. 
With us the old habits have been broken 
up and the new ones not yet formed; 
consequently the factor of variation which 
makes for change, perchance for progress, 
has an opportunity which is denied it 
under more rigid conditions. Life with us 
has the zest, the thrill that goes with the 
endeavor to make all things new. 


East and West have alike their virtues 
and their defects. How fine it would be 
if we could combine the good in both and 
eliminate the evil. One suspects, how- 
ever, that this is asking too much and 
that there are certain combinations of 
virtues that are impossible, certain vices 
that are the inevitable accompaniment of 
the corresponding virtues. Yet surely our 
constant endeavor must be to achieve the 
stability and richness of life that is char- 
acteristic of the older communities and 
still to maintain a large enough measure 
of the pioneer spirit to prevent stagna- 
tion and to insure the constant adaptation 
to changing conditions which is indis- 
pensable to healthy growth. East and 
West are not mutually exclusive but sup- 
plementary. Perhaps we shall learn some 
day to combine them intelligently. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by ap- 
pointment. 

Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 


the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


PERSONALS 


On Sunday afternoon, August 26, in 
the auditorium of the church occurred 
the wedding of Miss Snow Longley and 
Mr. Grant S. Housh. Mr. Macdonald 
of Santa Monica Unitarian church offici- 
ated. Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick played a 
beautiful program of Lohengrin music 
before and during the ceremony. Mr. 
Housh is a brother of W. H. Housh, who 
was principal of the High School for so 
many years and who was a member of 
this congregation. Mr. and Mrs. Housh 
are living at 1071 S. Gramercy Drive. 


Miss Zenna Leshing and Mr. Herbert 
Alexander were married at the Leshing 
home in Hollywood on Tuesday evening, 
Setember 4. They will make their home 
at 4762 Franklin Ave., Hollywood 


FINANCES 

The expenses of the summer months 
have depleted the treasury. For weeks 
nothing has been coming in while most 
of the regular expense has been going on. 
You are asked to make a generous con- 
tribution at this time to meet the urgent 
need. 


NEW MEMBERS 

During the summer the following mem- 
bers have been added to the church: 
Mrs. Kate Edwards Fox, 1755 West 
Adams; Mrs. Herbert E. Pelton, 844 
Fifth Avenue; John J. McMahon, 419 N. 
Larchmont; Mrs. Ida M. Benedict, 214 
W. 42nd Place; Miss R. H. Tolliver, 
1836 Alsace Avenue; Dr. and Mrs. Pinck- 
ney A. French, 1802 Fourth Avenue. 


MUSIC DIRECTOR 


Mr. W. M. A. Brandt has been se- 
cured as soloist and choir director for 
the coming year. Mr. Brandt sang on 
two different Sundays during July and 
is not an entire stranger to our congre- 
gation. He has had wide experience in 
church music and has a prominent place 
in the musical world of Los Angeles. The 
music committee bespeaks for him the 
hearty cooperation of the congregation in 
the work he is in our 
church. 


undertaking 


WORDS OF ASPIRATION 


Children of the unfathomed universe 
are we. It has flung us up from its great 
deeps we know not how, and it has 
given to us a great heritage as heirs of 
the unnumbered generations that have 
gone before. In our veins there flows the 
courage of ancestors who conquered the 
wilderness, in our minds there flit the 
thoughts won by the sages of all ages, in 
our hearts there burns the hunger that 
is the legacy of the dreamers and seek- 
ers of the race. The great past presses 
on seeking fulfillment in us. Oh, may we 
receive it with open arms and do its 
bidding with abandon and joy. We, too, 
would struggle and conquer. The wilder- 
ness that still flourishes in man’s life 
would we explore and subdue. We would 
dream new dreams, glimpse fresh truths, 
be great lovers and helpers of man. We 
will so live that that which in us has 
drawn up from the mysterious deeps of 
being, may be yet more ennobled. Amen. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 


Organ Prelude— 
Selections from Lohengrin......Wagner 
a. “Prelude.” ; 
b. “Elsa’s Dream.” 
Ada Marsh Chick. 


Hymn, “O, Life That Maketh All Things 
New,” Number 10. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “Human Dignity,” 
Page 48. 


Anouncements. 


Organ Offertory, “Prayer,” from 
Lohengrin. 
Ada Marsh Chick. 


Solo, 


Address, “I Believe.” 
E. Burdette Backus. 


Hymn, “Evolution.” Number 7. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of 
the church after the morning service and 
will be glad to greet visitors and mem- 
bers of the congregation at that time. 


ALLIANCE PICNIC 


The September picnic will be held in 
the patio of the church on Thursday, 
September 13, at 12:30. All the women 
of the congregation are cordially invited 
to attend. 


Pacific Unitarian’ Schod 
2400. Allston Way, 


, 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 
The next meeting of the Laymen’s 


League will be held on Wednesday eve- 
ning, September 19, with dinner at 6:30. 
Mr. Paul Neuschafer who visited in Eu- 
urope during the summer, and Mr. Backus 
who spent two months in the east, will 
Further details will 


be announced in next week’s calendar. 


HOW ABOUT THIS? 


“The purpose of the church is to deal 
in plain terms with the supreme things 
in human life as measured by the rational 
conclusions of science and history. It 
seeks to promote a conception of nature, 
history and the meaning of life in ac- 
cordance with the facts of experience and 
with the progress of growing knowledge. 
It is essentially religious, not in the tra- 
ditional but in the scientific and ethical 
sense of the word. It regards religion as 
spiritual energy directing itself toward 
the enrichment of the individual life and 
the perfection of the social order. This 
church assumes the right of every one to 
think his or her own thoughts, and ex- 
pects the greatest progress to follow from 
entire intellectual liberty and perfect 
freedom of judgment. It welcomes to its 
membership all who wish to co-operate 
in making a world which shall be en- 
lightened by knowledge, guided by 
reason and animated by good-will.” 


discuss their trips. 


Declaration of Principles of the Peo- 
ples’ Church of Chicago. 


Thre 
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THE UNITY OF MAN 


The most important article on my con- 
fession of faith is very ancient. The re- 
ligious instinct of man arrived at it cen- 
turies ago. Confucius announced it in 
China and Buddha proclaimed it in In- 
dia many generations before it became 
the central burden of the gospel of Jesus. 
But it has received new emphasis and 
further confirmation in modern times. It 
is the unity of mankind. ‘We are all of 
one woof of the weaving, and the one 
warp threads us through.” Biology has 
been giving a new significance to the 
term “the brotherhood of man.” The 
shuttles of commerce have been knitting 
all peoples round the globe together. A 
myriad of forces are conspiring, despite 
the antagonisms and hostilities that still 
exist, to make us all recognize that we are 
members one of another, and that hu: 
manity itself, past, present and to come 
must be considered as a single organism. 

This means that the individual is a 
part of a life that is infinitely larger than 
himself. You and I are living cells in a 
body that had been pulsing with life long 
before we came into existence. Its being 
was a condition without which we could 
not have arrived on the scene at all. And 
long after we have ceased to be it will 
still continue to function. Our life is 
short, our days are brief. None the less 
they are important for the well being of 
this greater life of which we are a part. 
Before our candle flickers out we can 
make a contribution to the strength of 
the living body of humanity that will be 
taken up as a permanent part of its life 
or we can pour poison into its veins 
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which it will have to overcome and cast 
out before it can go on its triumphant 
way. This is a mighty, a moving thot; 
the identity of all human life. I am one, 
myself, yes! but also I am part of all 
mankind and have no real significance 
aside from that fact. 

I believe in the unity of man. This 
means that in the course of evolution, as 
that unity becomes more effective, a pre- 
mium will be placed on the type of indi- 
vidual who finds his supreme satisfaction 
in those pursuits which serve the common 
life and that those who are of a predatory 
nature, utterly selfish and prone to travel 
the road of self-gratification, cost what 
it may to the rest of the family, will be 
progressively eliminated. I read recently 
the story of how in an earlier day a band 
of buccaneers was rescued from a sinking 
ship at the imminent peril of the brave 
captain and crew of another vessel and 
then turned on their saviours, murdered 
the captain and a number of his men, 
took the ship as their own and forced the 
remainder of the crew to join them in 
their piratical exploits. It was a tale ot 
most revolting ingratitude, betrayal of 
confidence and brutality. Fortunately for 
the world the cruder manifestations of 
such a spirit have been pretty well elimin- 
ated, but there still exists an appalling 
amount of self-gratification at the ex- 
pense of others and it will be a long 
time before we learn the full significance 
of the truth that we are members one of 
another and that the best interest of hu- 
manity is identical with our own. But we 
are moving in that direction. 


(Continued on page 3, col. 2) 


“Just Being Human.” 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1928 
Address by E. Burdette Backus - 
Prelude : “How Many Unitarians Are There in Los Angeles ?” 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 


CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 
The Church School will resume its 
meetings under the direction of Mr. 
Benshimol. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Early 
Greek Philosophy.” 

THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 

The Study Class will meet for organi- 
zation and to discuss plans for the year. 
Beginning on Sunday, September 23, Mr. 
A. E. Briggs will present a series of 
three talks on modern philosophy. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 

Mr. A. E. Briggs will speak on “Edu- 
cation and the Good Life.” Mr. Briggs 
is a distinguished scholar and educator 
of note and a lecturer of exceptional 
ability. Every young person in the 
church of advanced high school and col- 
lege age is invited to hear him speak on 
this important subject. 

Miss Claire Pierce will report on the 
Camp at Big Pines the first ten minutes 
of the period. 


A SPLENDID RESPONSE 

It was most heartening to see the large 
congregation that assembled for the open- 
ing Sunday. Mr. Backus and the officers 
of the church appreciate deeply the spirit 
in which the members and friends of our 
organization responded to the plea for a 
vital service with which to start the year’s 
work. The financial returns were also 
gratifying. 

The atendance Sunday was just short 
of 600. One Sunday does not make the 
whole year, however, and we would like 
to maintain a higher average this year 
than we have ever done in the past. It 
is not merely for the sake of numbers but 
for the added strength and enthusiasm 
which it gives our cause. We are few in 
number compared with the great ortho- 
dox churches and everyone counts. Will 
you not do your part? ‘The figures on 
attendance for the previous Sunday will 
be published in each week’s issue of the 
Los Angeles Unitarian. 


MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 

The Trustees have decided to institute 
a campaign for new members. ‘This is in 
line with the denominational endeavor to 
double its membership in the next twenty 
years. Our local goal, however, is more 
ambitious than this. We propose to 
double our membership in five years. 
This calls for an increase of 100 each 
year. Full cooperation of the congrega- 
tion will be required to make this pos- 
sible. Details of the plan will be an- 
nounced shortly. 


WORDS OF ASPIRATION 

Once again the silent march of the days 
has brought us to that season when we 
renew the precious fellowship of this 
home which we have builded as a temple 
for all that is good in human life. May 
that renewal be a source of joy and glad- 
ness, of strength and comfort to every 
member of our community. Some there 
be among us who during the days that 
we have been absent one from another 
have had to meet the sorrows that are 
the common and inevitable lot of all our 
kind. May they find among us that sym- 
pathy and understanding which shall 
help to allay the suffering of their spirits 
and fortify their courage to triumph over 
that which they cannot escape. Others 
among us have known happiness in un- 
wonted degree and fain would share it 
with their fellows; may they find in us 
that quick appreciation, that ready re- 
sponse which heightens their own joy. 
In the year of comradeship that lies be- 
fore us we would be as never before true 
friends and helpers of one another, and 
above all else would we give ourselves 
with abandon to the service of those high 
ideals of personal and social life which 
are the true glory and strength of man- 
kind. We would be better men and wo- 
men, truer friends, finer citizens, because 
of our associations in this temple of truth 
and good will. 


Have you changed your address or tele- 
phone number? Please notify the sec- 
retary. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. 
hours, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by ap- 
pointment. 

Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 


the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


A UNITARIAN HOME 
is a good place to be born. 

“Thus the Unitarians—a little group 
which never numbered more than 100,000 
has been extraordinarily prolific in the 
production of men of genius. In the Hall 
of Fame in New York University prac- 
tically a third of the names belong to 
Unitarians. 

In “Who’s Who” the number of Uni- 
tarians in proportion to the adherents of 
that faith is now about ten times as great 
as that of the Congregationalists, while 
the Congregationalists in turn have pro- 
portionately six times as many leaders as 
the Baptists and Methodists. 

Even more astonishing is the fact that 
in proportion to their numbers, the fam- 
ilies of Unitarian clergymen have pro- 
duced more of the men in “Who’s Who” 
than any other of the many groups yet 
studied in America. 

From “A Test of Eugenics,” by Ells- 
worth Huntington in the September Am- 
erican Mercury. 


A visitor’s register is kept in the vesti- 
bule of the church. All visitors are in- 
vited to sign their names therein. 


Office | 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Slowly there is emerging a conscious 
unity in the mind and heart of human- 
ity; gradually we are developing a definite 
purpose for the life of this planet and 
girding ourselves to carry out that pur- 
pose. We are just at the beginning, but 
we have made a start and as time rolls on 
we shall come to the day when men shall 
have as definite a conception of their 
purpose for all humanity as the best busi- 
ness organizations now have for their 
guidance. We shall marshall all our re- 
sources for the overcoming of all the 
obstacles that stand in our way and for 
the full development of all the recources 
that mean fuller life for men. We will 
solve our problems of international and 
inter-social conflict, of economic exploi- 
tation, of happy personal relations. We 
will release the creative energies of our 
lives and labor each in our own way, but 
for the sake of the common life which 
pulses in us all. I believe in man, in 
man using all the resources of his being, 
his intelligence, his love of beauty and of 
truth, his feeling of oneness with his kind, 
to impose his growing purpose on the 


world. —_$____—__ 
THE CITY’S CROWN 


What makes a city great? Huge piles 
of stone 

Heaped heavenward? Vast multitudes 
who dwell 

Within wide circling walls? Palace and 
throne 


And riches past the count of man to tell, 

And wide domain? Nay, these the empty 
husk! 

True glory dwells where glorious deeds 
are done, 

Where great men rise whose names 
athwart the dusk 

Of misty centuries gleam like the sun! 

In Athens, Sparta, Florence, ’twas the 
soul 

That was the city’s bright immortal part; 

The splendor of the spirit was their goal; 

Their jewel, the unconquerable heart! 

So may the city that I love be great 

Till every stone shall be articulate. 

—William Dudley Foulke. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
Selections by Handel. 


a. March from “Judas Maccabaeus.” 
b. “Harmonious Blacksmith,’ with 
chimes. 


Ada Marsh Chick 
Hymn, “Comradeship,” Number 57. 
_ Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “A Creed of Life.” 
Page 41. 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, Air from “Rinaldo” , 
‘Fascia Chl "PLANO acco te-ceecstons Handel 


Solo, “A Poor Man’s Garden”....Kennedy 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “Just Being Human.” 
E. Burdette Backus. 


Hymn, “When Thy Heart With Joy 
O’erflowing.” Number 41. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and will 
be glad to greet visitors and members of 
the congregation at that time. 


The membership book may be found 
at the secretary’s desk each Sunday morn- 
ing. You may become a member at any 
time by signing the by-laws. 


“THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER” 


Sunday, September 23rd, Mr. Backus 
will speak on Mark Twain’s famous 
book, “The Mysterious Stranger.” The 
prelude for the day will be on the mo- 
tion picture, “The Godless Girl.” For 
the Radio talk on this date Mr. Backus 
will give his address “Is the God idea in- 
dispensable to Religion?” 


THE TELESCOPE 


The telescope will be available to visi- 
tors on Sunday evening, September 16th. 
Those who come before 7:00 o’clock may 
see the moon three days old. Saturn and 
other objects will be shown. Saturn will 
soon be invisible and will not return to us 
for about nine months. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


The regular monthly dinner-meeting 
of the Laymen’s League will be held on 
Wednesday evening, September 19th, at 
6:30. Dinner will be fifty cents. Mr. 
Backus and Mr. Neuschafer will be the 
speakers for the evening, relating inter- 
esting events during their trips this 
summer. ; 

The women of the congregation, as 
well as the men, are invited to the din- 


ner. It is imperative, however, that res-. 


ervations be made not later than Tues- 
day noon, September 18th.’ Please call 
the church office; DUnkirk 4683, or give 
your reservation to the church secretary 
on Sunday morning. ; 


an 
a 


a 
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JUST BEING HUMAN 


In the volume of Humanist Sermons 
there is a contribution by Dr. Frank C. 
Doan entitled “Just Being Human.” Dr. 
Doan himself exemplified in his life that 
quality of humanness which he is advo- 
cating in his sermon. He had the under- 
standing heart, that deep and ready sym- 
pathy which gave him quick insight into 
the lives of others, and made of him a 
friend with whom you felt almost as 
much at home as you do with yourself. 
He had the happy faculty of intimacy 
without intrusion. The neighbors called 
him “the saint,” not in any pietistic sense, 
—his bubbling sense of humor forbade 
that,—but because his overflowing good- 
ness and kindness of heart, the complete 
absence of malice or pettiness, the domin- 
ance of good will in him, set him apart 
from others and demanded recognition in 
some such title. 

His sermon begins with an account of 
a newspaper editor who went to Sing 
Sing prison to investigate the work of 
Thomas Mott Osborne. He was entirely 
skeptical in advance, prepared to criti- 
cize. He had, however, to recognize at 
once that the whole atmosphere of the 
prison had been changed since his last 
visit. The men no longer had a furtive 
air, slinking about as though suspicious 
of everyone. The prison gloom had been 
replaced by a buoyant, confident attitude 
in the inmates. Convinced in spite of 
himself the newspaper man. set to work 
to discover, if he could, the secret of 
Osborne’s power. He was convinced that 
it didn’t lie in any of the reforms that 
had been introduced because similar 
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ideas had been tried out by other war- 
dens without the same result. He knew 
that the secret must lie in the man him- 
self so he began inquiring among the 
prisoners what it was won them to Os: 
borne so completely. All they could tell 
him was that Osborne had a way with 
men, until finally an old hardened 
criminal, of scarcely normal intelligence, 
gave the answer which he was seeking 
and which he felt let in a flood of light 
on the question that had been perplex: 
ing him, “Why, he’s just human, that’s 
all,’ said the prisoner. “He’s just hu- 
man.” The phrase doesn’t define with 
any accuracy, but it does suggest a great 
deal. 

Doubtless the majority of you feel that 
just being human after the manner of 
Thomas Mott Osborne is a gift, and if it 
hasn’t been bestowed upon you, it is vain 
to seek to emulate him. There is a meas- 
ure of truth in this attitude, and yet we 
can do something to improve our relation- 
ship with others simply by taking thought 
in the matter. The essence of the whole 
thing is summed up in the phrase that 
Dr. Doan uses in his sermon. He says, 
“We are all just human beings living 
together.” 

Despite the appearances, there is not 
so much difference between us. We all 
share in the same human nature; its 
good and its bad qualities, its strength, 
and its weakness are mixed up in all of 
us alike. This is not to deny that some 
are much stronger and better than others, 
but it is to call attention to the fact that 
the degree of difference between good and 
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“The Mysterious Stranger.” Address by E. Burdette Backus, 10:50 a.m. 
Prelude : ‘“The Godless Girl.” 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


A period of singing precedes the regu- 
lar session of the Church School and all 
the children are urged to be in their 
places at 9:50 to take part in the music. 
The attendance for the opening of Church 
School last Sunday was very gratifying. 
Purctuatity and regularity of attendance 
make for better results in our work. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Following up his lecture of last Sunday 
on early Greek philosophy, Dr. Bullard 
will discuss Socrates and his teachings on 
Sunday morning, September 23. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mr. A. E. Briggs will give the first of 
a series of three talks on modern philos- 
ophers: Bergson, Santyana and Croce. 

Mr. Briggs will be remembered for his 
talks on eugenics before the class. This 
series promises to be even more inter- 
esting. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


“Two Weeks at Star Island,” will be 
the subject of a talk by Matilda Sweet 
at 10:00 o’clock Sunday morning. Miss 
Sweet was a delegate this summer from 
the Young People’s Societies of Southern 
California at Star Island, ten miles off 
the coast of New Hampshire, where the 
Unitarians hold meetings every summer. 
Miss Sweet has many pictures with which 
to illustrate her account of those eventful 
days. “ 


NOTICE TO ALLIANCE WOMEN 


The fall meetings will begin soon and 
the treasurer would like to remind Alli- 
ance members that yearly dues are pay- 
able now, and receipt of same would be 
most acceptable. Miss Viola MacArthur, 
332 17th Street, Santa Monica, is the 
treasurer, but if it is more convenient to 
leave your check at the church office, it 
will be taken care of there. 


A CHALLENGE! 
SHALL WE ACCEPT? : 
Sunday, after the morning service, Mr. 
Backus received a telegram from A. 
Wakefield Slaten, minister of the West 
Side Unitarian Church in New York 
City, Sunday morning 


attendance 


suggesting a 


contest between our two 


churches. He reported that their attend- 
Ours 


for the same date was 280. Their aver- 


ance that morning had been 401. 


age attendance is about 350. It would 


hustle us to keep us with them. 


The West Side Church is one of the 
nine Unitarian Churches in New York 
City. It is located near Columbia Uni- 
versity. The Unitarian Year Book re- 
ports it as having a constituency of 850. 
This is a smaller constituency than ours, 
for at present we have 1070 names on our 
list. Surely in this large city where there 
is only one other Unitarian Church we 
ought to be able to assemble as large a 
congregation as our West Side friends. 
A little fraternal rivalry should prove in- 
teresting. We are far enough apart to 
avoid coming to blows when the contest 
waxes hot. 


Dr. Slaten, minister of the church, was 
on the Pacific Coast before going to New 
York, was a professor in our Theological 
School at Berkeley. He is well known to 
our people, for he has preached in our 
church and was the speaker at one of our 
Young People’s camps. He is an out- 
standing spokesman of the humanist po- 
sition. More power to you, Arthur! 


The quality of mercy is not strained. 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from 
heaven upon the place beneath: it is twice 
blest; it blesseth him that gives, and him | 
that takes; ’tis the mightiest in the mighti- 
est:—and earthly power doth then show 
likest God’s when mercy seasons justice. 

—Shakespeare. 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


The Los Angeles Unitarian 


Published Weekly Except July and 
August by 
The First Unitarian Church 
2936 West Eighth St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
DUnkirk 4683 
Subscription Price—50 cents a year. 


Entered as second-class matter July 
18, 1928 at the post office at Los Angeles, 
California, under the Act of March 3, 
1879. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. Office 
hours, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 4 to 6 P.M. Other times by ap- 
pointment. 

Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 


the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

bad is not nearly as great as we are 
wont to assume. Do you recall how 
Thackeray in the introduction to Henry 
Esmond says, “I look into my heart and 
think I am as good as my Lord Mayor, 
and know that I am as bad as Tyburn 
Jack. Give me a chain and a red gown 
and a pudding before me, and I could 
play the part of the alderman very well, 
and sentence Jack after dinner. Starve 
me, keep me from books and honest peo- 
ple, educate me to love dice, gin and 
pleasure,—and put me on Hounslow 
Heath, with a purse before me, and I 
will take it.” 

You and I may not be guilty of some 
of the grosser crimes; we may not have 
murdered; wallowed in the filth of sen- 
suality, and yet who among us is entirely 
free from those sins of the spirit which, 
though they work in subtler fashion, are 
scarcely, if any, less blighting than those 
whose evil results are more obvious. Have 
any of us escaped entirely from the taint 
of self righteousness, intolerance, irritable 
temper, hypocrisy, self pity? There is a 
passage in Oscar Wilde’s Ballad of Red- 
ding Jail, which has stuck in my mind like 
a burr. He says in effect that all of us 
murder the person we love, some of us 
do it with a knife, and others with a 
smile. There are crimes so insidious, so 


subtle, that no law can name them, and 
yet they are as devastating as the worst 
offense in the calendar. 


To recognize that we are all just 
human beings living together, to have the 
insight, the sympathy, the understanding 
born of this knowledge, and to act ac- 
cordingly, is just being human. 

We could find no better example of 
what Dr. Doan means by just being hu- 
man than is afforded by the figure of the 
good bishop in Victor Hugo’s Les Miser- 
ables. No one who has read the story of 
how the broad humanity and deep sym- 
pathy of this man became the means of 
redemption of the hardened criminal Jean 
Val Jean, can ever forget it. 


A sentimental romance, you say, a piece 
of fiction and impossible in real life. 
Yes, perhaps, and yet does not that figure 
of the good bishop lure your heart and 
challenge you even when your skepticism, 
your concern for what may be the con- 
sequences to yourself, prohibits your fol- 
It is with regret 
and genuine shame that I recognize my 


lowing his example? 


own inability to emulate him, for I know 
that his over-belief in human nature, his 
sublime disregard for self, is one of the 
creative powers of the world. It has 
been horribly exploited by the unscrupu- 
lous, but ever and again where it has 
come into play as a result of the love of 
some great soul for his fellows, it has 
reached down into the depths of degra- 
dation and lifted beasts to manhood; and 
what is perhaps more important, it has 
helped to create a social conscience which 
has touched us everyone with its en- 
nobling influence. Certainly a religion 
that does not inspire to larger endeavor 
in this direction, no matter how abreast 
the times it purports to be in its intellec- 
tual content, is of little avail. Thanks 
be to that boundless life of which we are 
all the children, for the men and women 
who have dared supremely to live on the 
side of that which is fairer, truer, diviner 
in our common human nature. It is they 
who reveal to us the fullest implications 
of just being human. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
Gime reli Cues cerrcweneceses Moszkowski 
b. “Berceuse” from Jocelyn........ Godard 


Ada Marsh Chick 


Hymn, “The Spacious Firmament on 
High.’ Number 1. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 


Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “Truth.” Page 40. 
Announcements. 

Organ Offertory, “Andantino” from 
S S@Mmir aimid eas meester gees eet ce Rossini 


Solo, “Dawn in the Desert”................... 
eter eee arim na ety) Vb oa Gertrude Ross 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “The Mysterious Stranger.” 
E. Burdette Backus. 


Hymn, “Forward Through the Ages.” 
Number 64. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor, 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and will 
be glad to greet visitors and members of 
the congregation at that time. 


Visitors are invited to make themselves 
known to members of the congregation 
and to sign the visitor’s register which 
is in the vestibule of the church. 


CA4 
an school 


THE TELESCOPE 


Again on Sunday evening, September 
23, from 6:30 until 8:30, the telescope will 
be available to visitors. The moon, which 
will be at its most interesting phase, and 
Saturn, will be the main objects of inter- 
est. Saturn will soon be invisible and 
will not return for almost: nine months. 
The telescope has proved to be a very 
popular attraction and Mr. Wade is glad 
to give visitors the benefit of his knowl- 
edge of the heavenly bodies. 


DARE WE ELECT A CATHOLIC 
PRESIDENT 

One of the chief issues in the coming 
election, though it is kept well in the 
background, is the religious one. In his 
address of Sunday, September 30th, Mr. 
Backus will tell how the matter presents 
itself to his mind. 

CHILD STUDY CLASS 

The group which formerly met on Sun- 
day mornings at the church for child 
study will meet this year on Thursday 
mornings at 10:00 o’clock at the home of 
Mrs. Alma R. King, 821 S. Lorraine Blvd. 
The first meeting will be on October 4th. 
This class, which is now affiliated with 
the Child Study Association of America 
and known as Chapter 232, will be under 
the leadership of Mrs. King. All parents 
interested in the study of child life from 
the age of six months to fourteen years 
are cordially invited to attend these 
classes, ; 

RADIO KNX 


Mr. Backus speaks Sunday evening, 
September 23rd, at 6:30 over Radio KNX. 
The subject will be, “Is the God Idea 
Necessary to Religion?” 
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“THE GODLESS GIRL” 

Ordinarily, I am a rather calm and 
collected individual, well able to take a 
dispassionate view of things, but recently 
when I went to see “The Godless Girl” 
my blood boiled and I wanted to rise up 
in my wrath and tear it from the screen, 
and every time that I have thought of it, 
my indignation has begun to rise. It is, 
as Dr. Douglas of the First Congrega- 
tional Church, has well said, “A play in 
which passionate ignorance, backwoods 
prejudice and slobbering sentimentalism 
strive to excel in a wilful trifling with 
the most seriously important problem now 
addressed to the American people.” 
Strong language, but entirely justified by 
the character of the picture. 

Its theme is the activity of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement ot 
Atheism in the public schools. I hold no 
brief for this organization or its propa- 
ganda. The methods which it employs 
are so crude, not to say vulgar, its temper 
is so completely iconoclastic, that despite 
the fact that I share some of the ideas 
that it is seeking to promulgate, I find it 
quite as offensive as I do the pious su- 
persition, the “come to Jesus” emotion- 
alism that it is seeking to combat. But 
though I would not align myself with 
either party to the conflict I feel in- 
tensely that the treatment accorded the 
problem in Mr. De Mille’s play, far 
from making any constructive contribu, 
tion, is simply heaping coals on the fire. 

He says that the young people of to- 
day need more religion. Granted, if the 
religion be of the proper kind. But the 


only sort of religion that rears its head 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1928 
Dare We Elect a Catholic President? 


No 4 


in the picture is that narrow, bigoted 
supernaturalism which is largely respon- 
sible for the existence of Atheism. Why 
do we have “4A” societies in our high 
schools and colleges? It is because that 
which calls itself religion is hopelessly 
out of touch with the mental world in 
which these boys and girls are living. No, 
Mr. De Mille, it is not by a miracle work- 
ing, Bible worshipping religion that the 
situation is to be saved. That is the very 
thing that has produced the revolt in the 
modern mind. The way out is not back 
into the jungle from which we have 
emerged but forward to new heights of 
idealism that are in accord with the 
knowledge of our day. 

There is one scene of the picture which 
was especially obnoxious to me. The 
“Godless Kids,” as the members of the 
atheist society in the high school are 
called, are having a meeting. The “true 
believers” among the students have de- 
termined to put a stop to this infidelity 
that is spreading in their midst and they 
march on the atheists armed with rotten 
eggs and other missiles. As they fur- 
tively climb the stairs the orchestra plays 
the militant strains of “Onward Christian 
Soldiers!” Think of that! Of course, if 
you stop to analyze the situation you 
realize that these “Christian Soldiers” 
are, if anything, more culpable than those 
whom they propose to attack, but the 
evident intent is to convey the idea that 
they are bent on a holy mission; the 
godly are going to punish the ungodly. 
The appeal is directly to prejudice, bigo- 
try and fanaticism. 

(Continued on page 3, col. 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


The Church School will open its ses- 
sion at 9:50 with a short period of sing- 
ing, after which the classes will meet in 
their respective rooms. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard is giving a series of lec- 
tures on ancient philoosphers and on Sep- 
tember 30 will consider Plato and his 
teachings. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mr. Briggs will give the second of a 
series of talks on modern philosophers. 
He will discuss Santyana, the Harvard 
professor who is one of the greatest con- 
temporary exponents of the materialistic 
view point. 

Last Sunday Mr. Briggs gave a 
thorough critical presentation of Berg- 
son’s philosophy with its anti-scientific 
tendency. The talk om Santyana will 
illustrate the opposing view. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


At the meeting of the Fellowship Sun- 
day morning at 10 o’clock, Mr. Alfred 
Benshimol will speak on “My Religion.” 
Mr. Benshimol is principal of the Poly- 
technic Evening High School and is Di- 


rector of Religious Education in our 
church. 
CHILD STUDY CLASS 
Mrs. Alma R. King, director of the 


Child Study Class, announces that in the 
course of lectures selected for this group 
the first few will deal with the develop- 
ment and value of parent education, then 
the general back ground of child phy- 
chology will be discussed, followed with 
the handling of specific problems. The 
class meets on Thursday mornings at the 
home of Mrs. King, 821 South Lorraine 
Blvd. A dollar registration fee is charged 
and fifteen dollars for the course of lec- 
tures. 


448 to 419 

The West Side Church of New York 
continues to hold the lead over us in the 
morning attendance contest. This lead 
was cut to 29 last Sunday when their at- 
tendance was 448 and ours 419. It should 
be noted, for our encouragement, that our 
figure for Sunday was better than their 
previous best. But it was not good 
enough to beat them. Evidently our 
friends of the West Side Church intend 
to set a fast pace. Owing to the differ- 
ence in time between New York and Los 
Angeles we get the telegram giving their 
attendance for the morning before our 
service begins. There are prophecies 
that we will overtake them on Sunday 
when Mr. Backus speaks on “Dare We 
Elect a Catholic President?” 


WORDS OF ASPIRATION 

We bow our heads in reverence as we 
contemplate the dignity and worth of our 
common humanity. Somehow in the mys- 
terious processes of nature there has come 
into being this creature, even ourselves, 
which has learned to seek knowledge, to 
distinguish between right and wrong, to 
love, to aspire. We feel dimly but surely 
that these qualities of our own being are 
identical with the core of reality itself, 
that the fathomless universe struggleth 
and travaileth to bring forth beauty and 
truth and love. It rejoices our hearts to 
know that the great tides of universal life 
are pulsing within us; we are strong with 
the deeps of being. We are glad also to 
have a share in the creating work that 
remains. Ours is the responsibility of 
bringing the divine life that lives and 
moves and has its being in us to finer, 
freer expression; we must slough off all 
that is mean, petty, base that we may the 
better fulfill our purpose of enriching the 
individual lives of men and perfecting 
the social order. Oh life of flaming 
autumn tree, oh life of the ordered lights 
of heaven, oh life of the onward sweep- 
ing march of man,—we would be thine 
in deed as well as word, in will as well 
as thought, that in us thou mayest win 
fresh victory for thine everlasting cause. 
Amen. 


it 
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HUMANIST SERMONS 
The demand for the volume, of sermons 
to which Mr. Backus and Mr. Hodgin 
have contributed continues brisk. The 
supply was exhausted on Sunday, but the 
Secretary will be glad to take orders for 
additional copies at $1.50. (The publish- 
ers price is $2.50). This book won the 
distinction of being among the fifty se- 
lected as the best printed volumes of the 
past year. If you desire a copy send in 

your order to the church at once. 


CHURCH DINNER 
October 11th is the date set for the 
first church dinner of the season. Fur- 
ther details will be given in next week’s 
calendar, but you may make your reser- 
vation at any time. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, October 1, at 8:00 o’clock in 
the office of the church. 


We sing the quest of the soul of man, 
The same that he sang when his travels 
began, 
To purge out the paltry and vain and 
base, 
To make of our world a joyous place, 
To find the true and to know its worth, 
And to claim it for all as the right of 
their birth. 
—C. H. H. Parry. 


It is perfectly possible for you and me 
to purchase intellectual peace at the price 
of intellectual death. The world is not 
without refuges of this description; nor 
is it wanting in persons who seek their 
shelter, and try to persuade others to do 
the same. The unstable and the weak 
have yielded and will yield to this persua- 
sion, and they to whom repose is sweeter 
than the truth. But I would exhort you 
to refuse the offered shelter, and to scorn 
the base respose; to accept, if the choice 
be forced upon you, commotion before 
stagnation, the leap of the torrent before 
the stillness of the swamp. 

—John Tyndall, 
From “The Belfast Address.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


A riot results from this invasion, in 
the course of which one of the girls, an 
active member of the atheist society, is 
killed. The poor youngster in her death 
agony is terribly frightened and appeals 
to the leader of the society to tell her 
that they have been mistaken in believ- 
ing that this life is all. A burly police- 
man who has come to stop the riot meets 
her question as the “Godless Girl” can- 
not. He tells her that she doesn’t need 
to be afraid, that where she is going she 
will be happy, safe in the arms of her 
Saviour. The orchestra plays another of 
the familiar emotional hymns,—this time 
it is “I Need Thee, Oh I Need Thee,” 
and the girl dies, confessing that now 
she knows the policeman is right and the 
atheists wrong. Effective? Yes, after a 
The woman seated next to me 
wiped the tears from her eyes. But it is 
simply an appeal to sentimentalism and 
gets us nowhere in the solution of the 
problem. These incidents are typical of 
the temper of the play. It is puerile, shal- 
low, vicious. 


manner, 


I do not believe in censorship and so 
would not have the picture banned even 
though it is offensive to me, and I am 
convinced that it is calculated to do much 
harm. But I do consider it the duty of 
all who are concerned to find an ine 
telligent solution of the difficult problem 
of uniting the age-old idealism of the 
human heart with the new knowledge that 
science has brought us, to speak out in no 
uncertain condemnation of a play that 
befogs the issue and engenders a heat of 
passion that simply adds to our difficulty. 
We have had from Mr. De Mille three 
professedly religious plays——-The Ten 
Commandments, The King of Kings, and 
now The Godless Girl—each worse than 
the last in its crass portrayal of a decay- 
ing faith. When can we expect from him 
one that presents the religion of even 
the moderately well informed man of to- 
day? Probably when he is persuaded 
that the population of these United States 
is not 90% moron. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. “Preludium Circulaire” 
b. Transcription, “I Hear You 
Calling Me? (a aaa Marshall 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Hymn, “Life of Ages.’ Number 4. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “American Ideal- 


ism’) | Pages55. 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Sunset’s Ebbing 
Glow” 


Solo, “Pilgrims Song” (poem by Tolstoy) 
Di Fai tes eae olor pe Tschaikowsky 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, ‘Dare We Elect a Catholic 
President ?” 
E. Burdette Backus. 


Hymn, “America.” Number 12. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Mr. Backus remains at the front of the 
church after the morning service and will 
be glad to greet visitors and members of 
the congregation at that time. 


Visitors are invited to make themselves 
known to members of the congregation 
and to sign the visitor’s register which 
is in the vestibule of the church. 


cific Unitarian Schot 
400 Allston Way, 


“erkeley, Calif. 


ONE YEAR TO LIVE 
Suppose you knew definitely that you 
had but one year to live. How would 
you spend your time? Would it make 
any difference in your attitude towards 
other people? What would you consider 
of greatest importance? These are the 
questions which Mr. Backus will answer 
for himself in the sermon of October 7th. 
The prelude will deal with the state- 
ment of Dr. Frederick Lynch that the 
reason the intellectuals are deserting the 
churches is due to their dislike of the 
Ten Commandments rather than their 
opposition to theology. See the Literary 

Digest, September 22, Page 32. 


THE TELESCOPE 

If the atmosphere is clear on Sunday 
evening, September 30, Mr. Wade will 
have the telescope in operation and invites 
you to make use of it. In the early 
evening, beginning at 6:30, Saturn and 
other bodies will be viewed and later the 
full moon will be the object of interest. 


OPENING MEETING OF THE 
ALLIANCE 

The first meeting of the Woman’s Alli- 
ance will be a luncheon held in the Alli- 
ance rooms at 12:30 P.M. on October 4th. 
The speakers will be Mrs. Burleson and 
Mr. Backus. Mr. Backus’ subject will be 
“For-Bearers.” All women are cordially 
invited. 


In order that the most satisfactory 
arrangements for the luncheon may be 
made, members are asked to make reser- 
vations in advance. 


There will be a meeting of the Board 
at 11:00 o’clock and a regular business 
meeting following the luncheon. 
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DARE WE ELECT A CATHOLIC 
PRESIDENT ? 

The Constitution of the United States 
in specifying the qualifications for the 
President’s office requires that he shall 
be natural born, have attained the age 
of thirty-five years, and have been four- 
teen years a resident of the country. It 
implies that he shall be competent in 
body and mind to discharge the duties of 
his position. It has nothing to say in re- 
gard to his religion. Indeed in Article 
VI the Constitution that “no 
religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust 
under the United States.’ The right, 
then, of any man to aspire to the Presi- 
dent’s office, be he Catholic, Protestant, 
Jew, or of no religion at all, is clear. 
The question remains, however, whether 
or not it is wise to elect as the supreme 
executive of the land a man who is a 
loyal son of a church which officially 
espouses a philosophy of government 
which is hostile to the principles on 
which this nation is founded. 

There are those who answer this ques- 
tion out of a fanatical hatred, a narrow 
bigotry. They are convinced that a con- 
spiracy exists on the part of the Roman 
Catholics to betray our country into the 
hands of the Pope. No competent investi- 
gator can find any substantial grounds 
for this fear and the answer which we 
give must be born not of anti-Catholic 
bitterness, but of calm, judicial judg- 
ment. 

It is true that the Catholic philosophy of 
government is antagonistic to the theory 
which prevails among us. This emerges 


states 


clearly in the Encylical by Pope Leo 
XIII, in which he pictures the idea 
state. It is a Theocracy in which certain 
individuals authority that is 
from God and to disobey them is a sin 
against God. It is the duty of this state 
to recognize and foster the form of re: 
ligion professed by the Catholic Church. 
Pope Leo contends that as a result of the 
rage for innovations which came to a 


exercise 


climax in the 18th century, a new juris- 
prudence which is neither Christian or 
natural, came into vogue. He describes 
it as holding that “all government is 
nothing more or less than the will of the 
people,” denounces it because it is defi- 
nitely secular and refuses to accord. spe- 
cial privileges to the “one true religion” 
and because it permits the individual to 
follow the dictates of his conscience in 
matters of religion, thinking and_ pub- 
lishing abroad “whatever he chooses.” 
It is impossible to make out of this any- 
thing but a definite repudiation of the 
American principles that “governments 
derive their just powers from the consent 
of the governed,” that “Congress shall 
make no law respecting the establish- 
ment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof,’ and that where reason 
is free to combat it, error may be safely 
left undisturbed. 

But Roman Catholics in this country 
stoutly maintain that there is no conflict 
between and 
Catholicism. They are not hypocritical 
in this. It happens many times that men 
entertain logically 
without being aware of their hostility, 

(Continued on Page 3) 


their Americanism their 


inconsistent ideas 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 7, 1928 


“One Year to Live” - 
Prelude: 


Address by E. Burdette Backus 
Why Intellectuals Desert the Church 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


The usual period of singing will be- 
gin at 9:50, followed by a talk, after 
which the school will divide into class 
groups. 

The children are asked to buy ‘“Mem- 
orable Passages from the Bible.” The 
price is 25 cents. Please have the 
children bring the money this Sunday. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard has chosen the life and 
works of Aristotle as the basis of his 
discussion for October 7th. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mr. Briggs will take up the philosophy 
of the great Italian, Bendetti Croce. 
This is the third and last lecture of the 
series on twentieth century philosophers. 

The interest which has been roused by 
Mr. Briggs is shown by the excellent at- 
tendance and by the discussion which 
the meetings. 
stimulating many of his hearers to a re- 


follows Mr. Briggs is 


valuation of their philosophic views. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Mr. A. V. Andrews, president of our 
Board of Trustees and a _ prominent 
lawyer of the city, will speak on Herbert 
Hoover. This is the first of a series of 
talks on the presidential candidates to 
be given for the Fellowship this month. 

At 6:30 the Fellowship will have a 
supper, followed by initiation and _ busi- 
ness meeting. All young people of ad- 
vanced high school and college age are 
invited to attend these meetings. 


LIBERAL CLUB DINNER 


The Liberal Club, an organization of 
Unitarian and other liberal students at 
the University of California at Los 
Angeles, will have dinner in the church 
dining hall on Wednesday evening, 
October 10th, at 6:30. Following the 
dinner Mr. Abel of the Hollywood Unie 
tarian Society will give an address. The 
members of the club and Professor and 


Mrs. Benj. W. Johnson, its official 
sponsors, extend an invitation to all 
young people in the church to attend this 
meeting. The price of the dinner is 25c. 
Please phone reservations to the church 
office, DUnkirk 4683. 


RECORD! 


We had on Sunday morning the larg- 
est congregation that has gathered at any 
regular morning service during the 
present ministry. The official count was 
692. It was fine to see the church so 
well filled; such an audience is a great 
inspiration to a speaker and challenges 
him to his best effort. There were still 
140 vacant seats in the balcony and we 
should like to see them filled. 

The West Side Church in New York 
with which we are having the attendance 
contest fell behind for the first time, re- 
porting a congregation of 346 for the 
day. Let that give us no false sense of 
security; it will keep us steadily at it to 
equal their average. Next Sunday is 
Mr. Backus’s anniversary Sunday. His 
first sermon in Los Angeles was preached 
on the first Sunday in October eight 
years ago. It would be a great pleasure 
to him to have his friends out in full 
force to celebrate the occasion. 


HALLOWE’EN COSTUME DANCE 


October 26th, for 
the Hallowe’en Costume party to be 
given under the auspices of the Fellow- 
ship. Lots of fun is being planned. 
Admission 35c. Fancy costumes are sug- 
gested but not required. All members of 
the congregation are invited. 


Reserve the date, 


NEW MEMBERS 
The following names have been added 
to the church membership during Sep- 
tember: Edmund W. Pugh, 2015 North 
New Hampshire; Dr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Kean, 751 South Vermont; C. Hugh and © 
Gail Hall Wright, 507 N. Sierra Bonita; 
Dr. Rose Burcham, 114 So. Almanson 
St., Alhambra; Ada W. P. Chase, 2118% 
Carson St., Torrance; Mrs. Marie Clem- 

ent Dwight, 1038 W. 8th St. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
because they never come into contact. 
It must be remembered also that Roman 
Catholicism, despite its claim never to 
change, has undergone an evolution in 
this country. Its adherents are living in 
a society saturated with democratic ideas 
and it has been inevitable that the tinge 
of these ideas should color their Catholic- 
ism. There is no reason for doubting 
the sincerity of Catholics in high position 
when they assert their loyalty to Ameri- 
can principles. The conduct of dis- 
tinguished officials of the Catholic faith, 
including two Chief Justices of the Su- 
preme Court has given no ground for 
suspicion of their patriotism. 

It would seem, therefore, that the 
danger in electing a Catholic President 
is theoretical rather than practical. The 
claims of the Pope are a pretension which 
are no longer possible of fulfillment. 
Even in Catholic countries the trend of 
government is away from the ideal our 
lined by Pope Leo, and towards the secu- 
lar conception which we espouse. The 
flow of the world’s life is away from the 
Catholic ideal. Beyond this if the Con- 
stitution of the United States is some 
thing more than a scrap of paper, the 
time for us to stand by its principles is 
when they are put to the test; it definitely 


repudiates the religious test and we are 
being disloyal to its spirit if we raise 
that issue. ‘There may be other reasons 
for not electing the Democratic nominee, 
—that is not here in question,—but the 
fact that he is a Roman Catholic is not one. 

It will be said that the Catholic 
Church is in politics using all of its 
power to deliver the entire Catholic vote 
to Goy. Smith simply because he is of 
that faith. This is doubtless true and it 
is to be deplored, but the reason for it 
lies partly in the fact that the Catholics 
are convinced that the Protestants are 
opposed to him because of his religion. 
The truth is that both alike are tarred 
with the same brush. The Protestants 
are active in politics; witness the anti- 
evolution laws, the activities of Method- 
ist Board of Public Morals, the constant 
effort of the Protestants to have religious 
instruction introduced into our _ public 
schools, not to mention the part being 
played by Protestant bodies in the present 
election. 

The truth is there is much in the re- 
ligion and the practices of most of our 
churches that is incompatible with the 
fundamental principles of America. 
Catholic and Protestant alike they need 
to be converted to that religion which is 
the spirit of America, namely the religion 
of freedom, of tolerance, of democracy, of 
the brotherhood of man. Then they can 
unite in their common task of building on 
this continent a nation that shall conform 
to the requirements of the prophets of 
American idealism. 


THIS IS PEACE: 


To conquer love of self and lust of life, 
To tear deep-rooted passion from the 
breast, 
To still the inward strife; 
To lay up everlasting’ treasure 
Of perfect service rendered, duties done 
In charity, soft speech and _ stainless 
days; 
These riches shall not fade away in life, 
Nor any death dispraise. 
—Sir Edw, Arnold. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. “Hymne A Saint Cecile’. Gounod 
b. “Nocturne” Number 3..Liszt-Gaul 
Ada Marsh Chick 


Hymn, “Comradeship.” Number 57. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “Life.” Page 43. 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Fantasy” on a 
theme by “Bach. ..... Bach-Rebling 


Solo, “It is Enough” from “Elijah” 
Rete, nee iercrete ois aye aes Mendelssohn 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “One Year to Live.” 


Hymn, ‘Saviours,’ Number 22. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


CHURCH DINNER 

The first church dinner of the season 
is scheduled for Thursday evening, Oc- 
tober 11, at 6:30. An interesting pro- 
gram is being arranged and the guests of 
honor are to be Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
McClarey, who celebrated their 66th wed- 
ding anniversary on October 2nd. 

‘Tickets for this dinner are 50c and 
may be purchased at the church office at 
any time and they will be on sale both 
before and after the Sunday morning 
service. If you wish to telephone in your 
reservations, tickets will be held for you 
until the time of the dinner on Thursday 
night. All reservations must be made 
before Tuesday noon, October 10th. 


APPLAUSE 
There are many members of the con- 
gregation who find that applause at the 
morning service destroys the value of 
the hour for them. Will you kindly re- 
frain from this form of expressing your 


approval? It will be an act of courtesy 
to others. 
RADIO 
Mr. Backus will speak over Radio 


KNX Sunday night, October 7th, at 6:36 
P.M. repeating the address entitled “Just 
Being Human.” 
NEXT SUNDAY 
Mr. Backus will have a special an- 
nouncement to make on Sunday concern- 
ing the addresses for the next month. 


FELLOWSHIP SUPPER 

All young people of advanced high 
school or college age are invited to at- 
tend the supper served by the Fellow- 
ship at 6:30 on Sunday evening, October 
7th. The supper will be followed by a 
initiation for new members 
and a business meeting. 

THE TELESCOPE 

The telescope, which is in use from 
6:30 until 9:00 o’clock on Sunday eve: 
ning, is free to all visitors and the public 
is cordially invited to enjoy it. Saturn 


service of 


is still visible in the early part of the’ 


evening and Jupiter comes up between 
8:30 and 9:00. If the atmosphere is 
clear many interesting constellations 
may be seen as well as these two planets. 
THE ALLIANCE 

Thursday, October 1ith, is Social 
Service day, and it is hoped that a large 
number of women of the Alliance will 
meet with Mrs. Brewer in the sewing 
room at 10:00 o’clock. Each one brings 


a box lunch, and coffee is served from 


the kitchen. 


a! 
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WHY INTELLECTUALS DESERT 
THE CHURCH 


In a recent issue of the Literary Digest 
Dr. Frederick Lynch, prominent Congre- 
gational minister, is quoted as saying 
that the real reason why the intellectuals 
are deserting the churches is to be found 
not in their objection to archaic theology 
but in their dislike for the insistence of 
the church on a high morality. The in- 
tellectuals, he contends, are driven out 
not by their reluctance to repeat the 
Apostle’s Creed, but by the requirement 
of obedience to the Ten Coammandments. 
This is, indeed, a serious charge to bring 
against them and should be well sub- 
stantiated before it is preferred. 

Is it true that the reason ordinarily 
given by educated persons for leaving the 
church is hypocritical pretense? Is their 
professed dissatisfaction with its doctri- 
nal teaching simply the cloak under 
which they hide the desire to lead im- 
moral lives? Out of a wide experience 
with just this class of persons I can 
answer both these questions with an em- 
phatic “No!” The intellectual dissent 
from the ancient doctrines is genuine and 
is in itself sufficient to make the man or 
woman who no longer believes in the 
creed too uncomfortable to remain 
where it is still professed. The charge 
that the intellectuals are seeking to be 
rid of the restraints of the moral life is 
a_ base libel. 
a class guilty of more frequent or more 
flagrant violation of moral requirements 


Certainly they are not as 


than are those who remain orthodox, and 
there are too many instances among them 
of a high devotion to principle for us 


Address by Dr. James Murphy 
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to concede that they fall one whit below 
the moral stature attained by the loyal 
church member. 

Dr. Lynch raises another question in 
the same article which should have our 
attention. He says that most of the novels 
of the day that deal with the alienation 
of the intellectuals from the church pro- 
pose the following remedy: 

“Let the Church drop its antiquated 
theologies, rewrite its creeds, or abolish 
them altogether, let it preach simply the 
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 


(Continued on page 3) 


DR. JAMES MURPHY 


Dr. James Murphy, talented Irish and 
cosmopolitan scholar who has been capti- 
vating audiences all over the United 
States will be the speaker Sunday morn. 
ing. Dr. Murphy is a leading English 
speaking authority on the fundamental 
transformation taking place in Europe. 
He has spent 18 years studying the con- 
ditions at first hand. He speaks four 
languages fluently enough to lecture in 
He has been 
special correspondent for the Northcliffe 


them to native audiences. 


Press and has written extensively for the 
Atlantic Monthly and The Nation. He 
had the distinction of being invited by 
Queen Mary of England to lecture from 
the steps of the throne in Buckingham 
Palace. His subject will be “The Call 
of the Matriarchate.” In the lecture he 
discusses the advance of womanhood to 
a place of leadership in public life and 
considers the significance of it for the 
future of civilization. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1928 
“The Call of the Matriarchate” 


. 4 10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


Following the group singing and the 
talk the school will divide into classes 
for further study and discussion. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 

“Epicureanism” will be the subject of 
Dr. Bullard’s lecture on October 14th. 
Dr. Bullard is giving a series of lectures 
on ancient philosophy. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 

The study of witchcraft and magic is 
one of the most interesting phases of 
Mr. E. A. Cogan has 
made a special study of witchcraft in 
history, with especial emphasis on the 
struggle between Catholicism and magic 
in the Middle Ages. He will speak be- 
fore the Study Class on Sunday morning 
on this most interesting subject. 


social science. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 

Mr. Lou Head, a former newspaper 
editor, at present in charge of the Open 
Forum of the City Club, and a leader 
in the progressive circles of the city, will 
speak on “Why I am for Al Smith.” 
This is the second in a series of talks 
this month on the. presidential candi- 
dates. 


DANCING PARTY 
The first dance of the season will be 
given on Friday evening, October 26th. 
Since this is near Hallowe’en it is hoped 
that many will come in costume, but 
that is not required for admission. A 
good orchestra will be provided and 
many clever stunts are being planned by 
the committee in charge. All members 
of the congregation are invited. The 

charge will be only 35 cents. 


THE ATTENDANCE CONTEST 

Five Sundays have now gone by since 
we started the attendance contest with 
the West Side Unitarian Church of New 
York City. It will be of interest to see 
the figures for that period of time. 


West Side, 
Los Angeles N.Y. 
September; 9% .% 2x 435 410 
September--16.:..... 280 401 
September 23....... 419 448 
September 30.....75 692 346 
October™*7 7.8. cos: oe 382 444 


Total attendance for Los Angeles is 
2208 and for the West Side Church, 
2049, giving us an average of 441 to 
their 409. Our one big Sunday, Sep- 
tember 30, put us in the lead, but unless 
we keep steadily at it they will easily 
make that up, as their general average 
is usually greater than ours. 


IT IS WORTHWHILE! 

Sunday a member of the congregation 
said that ten years ago he began to work 
his way out of an orthodox church. 
During the intervening years he had 
been floundering around trying to find 
something that would satisfy him, but it 
was not until he discovered the Uni- 
tarian church that he found the satis- 
faction he was seeking. 

A woman who had just signed the 
membership roll told much the same 
story. She said that she was an idealist, 
but that her ideals could not find ade- 
quate expression in any of the other 
churches. She felt that she belonged 
with us and rejoiced to have a church 
home. 

Another member said that getting back 
to the Unitarian Church after a few 
months absence was like getting to 
heaven!—that we accept without question 
the good things that we enjoy until we 
are deprived of them and then suddenly 
discover their value. The fellowship of 
liberal minds is very precious to her. 

Do you feel the same way about it? 
Then write to the Los Angeles Unitarian 
telling your experience. We shall b 
happy to publish it. ‘ 


Every life is a profession of faith, and 
exercises an inevitable and silent influ- 
ence. 


—H, F, Amiel. 
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of man; above all, let it make service 
the only test of membership, and the 
thoughtful people and students will flock 
to it again.” He replies to this that “the 
country is full of churches which have 
done just this thing, and those who 
neglect the Church because of its anti- 
quated doctrines do not go near them.” 
Others are making the same charge; we 
are told that as people become liberals 
they lose all interest in religion, that 
the modernist churches are simply a 
means of swelling the great army of the 
un-churched and that they must con- 
tinually recruit their own ranks from 
the orthodox. The procession is from 
orthodoxy to liberalism to indifferentism. 

There can be no challenging the truth 
of this description. But the explanation 
of what is taking place is not to be 
found in the charge of immorality against 
the intellectuals. That can account for 
only a small percentage of the defection. 
There are many other factors which 
have contributed to this end. One of 
the most important of them is that the 
liberal churches have not done a thorough 
enough job in reconstruction. They have 
halted halfway and still retain too many 
of the sterile forms and beliefs which 


have ceased to interest the men and 
women whose minds are wholly saturated 
with modern thought. It is almost im- 
possible to persuade such persons that 
any church exists in which they could 
feel at home. To command the allegiance 
of the intellectuals the whole thought and 
practice of the church must be recast to 
conform to contemporary moulds. 


It may prove that even so the church 
will not succeed in winning back the in- 
tellectuals; it may be that it is a perish- 
ing institution. Yet it would not neces- 
sarily follow that a society from which 
churches had vanished would be less re- 
ligious, less moral than the one in which 
the church has played such an important 
Religion might well be diffused 
through the whole body of society with 
a resulting gain rather than a loss. The 
church has no monopoly on religion now 
and it is quite conceivable that in in- 
creasing degree men and women will find 
satisfaction for the ideal cravings of 
their hearts, their intellectual demands for 
an explanation of the world, the passion 


part. 


of their beings to render service to their 
fellows, in a great variety of ways out- 
side the church. 


Indeed the ideal would be a society 
which was itself a living church ani- 
mated throughout by the best in human 
life; an industrial order that had caught 
the vision of making men rather than 
profits; a political order that sought only 
the good of humanity insead of the 
power of individuals and groups. And 
so on through all the reaches of society 
until we had a world in which, though no 
spires rose to the sky and no special in- 
stitutions were set apart for religion, 
the whole community of mankind should 
be a church in which every act and 
every thought had its part in a constant 
Pean of praise to the Most High in man. 
But this ideal is remote and in the mean- 
time that church will best promote its 
coming which is daring enough to meet 
to the full the challenge for reconstruc- 
tion which the best thought of our time 
is throwing down to it. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Selections by Guilmant. 


Prelude, a. “March in D.” 
b. “Berceuse.” 


Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “When Thy Heart With Joy 
O’erflowing.” Number 41. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Melody in G.” 
Solo, “Prelude” (from Cycle of Life) 
tisk A he tae OSet pate Landon Ronald 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “The Call of the Matriarchate.” 
Dr. James Murphy 
Hymn, “Lord of My Heart’s Elation.” 
Number 27. 


Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Visitors are invited to make themselves 
known to members of the congregation 
and to sign the visitor’s register which 
is in the vestibule of the church. 


We follow the truth as we know it, 
whithersoever it may lead us; for in our 
hearts we are well assured that the truth 
which has made us free, will in the end 
make us good and glad also. 

—Felix Adler. 


THE TELESCOPE 

If the atmosphere is clear on Sunday 
evening between 6:30 and 9:00 o'clock, 
the telescope will be in use and all who 
are interested in some of the 
planets and constellations are invited by 
Mr. Wade to take advantage of this 
opportunity. 


seeing 


acific Unitarian Schoagi 
2400 Allston Way, 
‘erkeley, Calif, 
( 
MR. BACKUS IN HOSPITAL 


Owing to illness of several months 
duration, Mr. Backus finds it necessary 
to be absent from the pulpit for a few 
Sundays that he may be under the 
doctor’s care in a hospital. He is as- 
sured that this period of rest will re- 
store him to normal vigor, so that he 
can resume his work. He has provided 
as pulpit supplies during his absence the 
strongest speakers available. 

Oc. 14th—Dr. James Murphy. 

Oct. 21st—Mr. Jaul Jordan Smith. 

Oct. 28th—Mr. Lyman Bryson. 

Nov. 4th—Dr. A. E. Longueil. 

Mr. Alfred Benshimol will conduct all 
the services. Mr. Backus expects to- re- 
turn to the pulpit on November 11th, 
the 10th aninversary of Armistice Day. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Members of the Alliance whose birth- 
days come in October will celebrate at 
the luncheon given on October 18th. The 
speaker will be Mrs. O. B. Manchester, 
director of the Alliance Study Group. 
She will speak on World Events and 
will read a play, “The King’s 
Henchman.” All women of the congre- 
gration are cordially invited to attend. 
Will you please give your reservation for 
the lunch to the church secretary? 


also 


The growth of the Alliance is indicated 
by an increased membership of twenty- 
five since June. Women allying them- 
selves with the organization will be 
very welcome. ; 

The Alliance year book is on sale in 
the church office at 25 cents a copy. 

The International Committee of the 
Alliance will meet at 11:00 o’clock on 
Oct. 18th. The subject will be Holland. 


enter a ee 


a 


The 
Los Angeles Unitarian 


Vol. 4 


THE CALL OF THE MATRI- 
ARCHATE 


The advancement of women in modern 
civilization to a place of leadership has 
been one of the epic trends of our gen- 
eration. It has made the achievement 
of a new outlook absolutely essential. 
It is not to be confused with an urge for 
domination in the political and economic 
world; it goes far deeper than that and 
has a vast biological significance. In 
fact the outstanding feature of this urge 
for genuine advancement among women 
is an anxious reaching out for more 
knowledge of life’s philosophy, for a bet- 
ter understanding and control of the 
fundamental forces of life. The woman- 
hood of our time is interested, not in 
establishing a caste of political matri- 
archs, but in developing and _ extend- 
ing their 
throughout the world. 


conserving mother-influence 


Before the beginning of the industrial 
revolution when manufacturing was car- 
ried on in the home work-shop, men and 
women were in constant daily associa- 
tion, sharing one another’s thoughts and 
ideals as well as their work. Here there 
was an interdependence of human forces, 
a balancing of interests which kept the 
world’s work within the sphere of human 
‘values. With the establishment of the 
factory which took men away from their 
homes, came a dehumanizing of life’s 
values. Men inevitably lost contact with 
the deeper realities of nature, while wo- 
men were thrown out of touch with the 
larger productive and commercial forces 
of modern times. 
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The great war and its apalling de- 
struction of human life was one of the 
results of this dehumanizing influence, 
and the reaction to the shock of this de- 
struction finally brought into the fore- 
ground the definite historical fact of a 
rising matriarchate. 
more evident in Europe because of the 
actual close-at-hand contact with the 
terrific mass-murder, the revolting inhu- 
manity that was the war, but it was none 
the less real Everywhere 
there has been a fundamental revulsion 
of the mother-soul of the race. Woman, 
the creator and nourisher of life, saw 
her handiwork devaluated and destroyed. 

(Continued on page 3) 


This reaction was 


in America. 


PAUL JORDAN SMITH 

Paul Jordan Smith, author of “On 
Strange Altars” and “Cables of Cob- 
webs,” will be the speaker Sunday morn- 
ing. Mr. Smith is a distinguished liter- 
ary critic and is especially known for his 
interpretations of Joyce and Cabell. He 
has been a lecturer throughout the country 
and was at one time associated with Mr. 
Mangasarian as a lecturer for the Inde- 
pendent Religious Society of Chicago. It 
was he who perpetrated the delicious art 
hoax, when, under an assumed name, he 
got his daubs accepted as “high art” by 
the ultra modern schools of Europe and 


America. The subject on which he is to 
speak is “Pessimism as a_ Spiritual 
Tonic.” Mr. Smith has recently collabo- 


rated with Floyd Dell in bringing out an 
edition of Burton’s “Anatomy of Melan- 
choly” which was sold ‘before it was oft 
the press. 


Address by Paul Jordan Smith 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1928 
“Pessimism as a Spiritual Tonic” 


- - - 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


A motion picture will be shown in con- 
nection with the regular program of the 
church school. The period of singing 
begins at 9:50 and the children are urged 
to be in their places at that time. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Continuing his lectures on ancient 
philosophies Dr. Bullard will discuss the 
Stoics. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mr. Cogan will continue his most inter- 
esting discussion on witchcraft and its 
significance in history. This is a subject 
which has only been under investigation 
recently, and we are particularly fortu- 
nate in having Mr. Cogan who has made 
a special study of the subject. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


On October 21st Mr. Frank White, a 
member of our church, a Socialist and an 
active worker in many reform movements 
of the city, will speak on “Why I Am 
For Norman Thomas.” This is the last 
of a series of Sunday programs denoted 
to the presidential candidates. 

Mrs. Backus will at this time present 
briefly the platforms of Varney for the 
Prohibitionists, Foster for the Workers 
and Frank Eldridge Webb for the Farm- 
Labor party. 


HUMANIST SERMONS 
We have another supply of the volume 
of Humanist Sermons which we are able 
to offer for $1.50 each. You may tele- 
phone in and have a copy reserved or 
you may purchase them from the secre- 
tary on Sunday morning. 


ATTENDANCE 
Our record for attendance last Sunday 
morning was 457 while that of the West 
Side Church in New York was 489. 
Gradually we are gaining on them. 
Surely next Sunday will put us ahead 
permanently. 


REMEMBER THE DATE! 


You are going to miss a good time if 
you do not attend the dance which the 
Fellowship is sponsoring on the 26th of 
this month, Great preparations are be- 
ing made and since this is the first dance 
of the season it will provide a good 
opportunity for members of the congre- 
gation and their friends to renew old 


acquaintances and make new ones. 
Tickets are fifty cents. 
This date is very near Hallowe’en 


and fancy costumes are suggested to add 
to the gaiety of the affair. Lack of 
fancy costume, however, will not bar any- 


one from admission. ay 


ANOTHER PARTY 


A Hallowe’en party and supper will 
be given by the girls of the Campfire 
group in the social hall on the evening 
of October 27th at six o’clock. A special 
invitation is extended to the Boy Scouts 
of Mr. Webb’s troop and to the members 
of the Junior Fellowship. 


LIFE 


I like to think of life—all life—as an 
evolving thing; 

As birds which, we are told, before they 
sing 

First sound a note of pain; 

Or then again— 

Like flowers whose beauty lies 
hidden within, 

But must unfold with every passing day, 

Careful no blight nor scorching winds 
destroy them, 

Until the essence and the perfume rare, 

Shall be perceived by all who come 
within their range. 

How strange—how very strange— 

That man whose task is to perfect his 
soul, f 

Should ever feel himself outside, 

Or as a thing apart 

From Nature’s one great whole. 


half 


—Eva Ashley Parslow. 
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Life of my life, I shall ever try to keep 
my body pure, knowing that thy living 
touch is upon all my limbs. 

I shall ever try to keep all untruths 
out of my thoughts, knowing that thou 
art that truth which has kindled the light 
of reason in my mind. 

I shall ever try to drive all evils away 
from my heart and keep my love in 
flower, knowing that thou hast thy seat 
in the inmost shrine of my heart. 

And it shall be my endeavor to re- 
veal thee in my actions, knowing it is 
thy power gives me strength to act. 

—Tagore. 


Every man takes care that his neigh- 
bor shall not cheat him. But a day comes 
when he begins to care that he do not 
cheat his neighbor. Then all goes well. 
He has changed his market-cart into a 
chariot of the sun.—Emerson. 


He who has dedicated his mind to 
virtue and to the good of human society, 
whereof he is a member, has begun all 
that it is either profitable or necessary for 
him to know or to do towards the es- 
tablishment of his peace. 


—Marcus Aurelius. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

The devaluation of life in the flower of 
its activity had its base, unquestionably, 
in the devaluation of life at its source. 
Sex took on a tragic aspect. A questing 
urge for domination appeared among 
womankind, an urge to reconstruct the 
world on a firmer, sounder basis. 

This situation is not new in history. 
It is closely paralleled by the period 
during and after the Crusades. There 
were the same accusations of atrocities, 
the same wanton murder, the same tragic 
gloom in the hearts of those who re- 
mained at home, and the same. urge on 
the part of the womanhood of the time, 
It was characterized first by an over- 
whelming sense of horror, next by a great 
mother-pity, and then by an urge for up- 
lift. The poems and songs, the painting 
and sculpture of the period reflect these 
things. Civilization today has two main 
sources. First, the Roman civilization 
which was based on easy living condi- 
tions. Life was a gift to be enjoyed. 
Therefore the fundamental values were 
left to take care of themselves while the 
idea of justice was stressed. On the other 
hand, the civilization which developed 
in the north was based on the necessity 
for a constant battle with the external 
world. Life was not a gift, but an 
achievement to be fought for and won. 
Fundamental aspects were of greater 
importance and chastity was the thing 
stressed. And we have the indisputable 
fact that the northern civilization has 
endured. In one other instance we have 
this enduring quality in a people—in the 
Jewish race which also bases its civiliza- 
tion on chastity. 

Thus it appears that a true valuation 
of life at its source, which is sex, and 
the continued elevation of womanhood, 
are essential to an enduring civilization. 
The womanhood of our time has realized 
this and is determined to permeate all 
of life with its influence. It is the his- 
torical trend of today to which we must 
attribute most of the public activities ot 
women. Only with this in mind can one 
forecast the kind of civilization that will 
prevail tomorrow. 


& THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. “Cujus Animam” from “Stabat 


Mater came etree ee ties Rossini 

b. “A Song of the Night’........ Wilkes 
Mrs. Chick 

Hymn, “A Word and a Deed.” Number 


63. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Offertoire”....Guilmant 


Solo, “My Creed,” arranged to 
Londonderry Air .......... Coleman-Chick 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “Pessimism as a_ Spiritual 
Tonic.” 


Paul Jordan Smith. 


Hymn, “O Life That Maketh All Things 
New,’ Number 10. 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 


Visitors are invited to make themselves 
known to members of the congregation 
and to sign the visitor’s register which 
is in the westibule of the church. 


Not endless life, but endless love, I crave, 
The gladness and the calm of holier 


springs, 

The hope that makes men resolute and 
brave, 

The joyful life in the great Life of 


Things. 
W. M. W. Call 


Pacific Unitarian Scho 
2400 Allston Way, 
Serkeley, Calif. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


Mr. Lyman Bryson will be the speaker 
at the service on October 28th. He is 
Associate Director of the Museum at San 
Diego and a teacher of English in the 
college there. Mr. Bard of the San Diego 


church says that he is in great demand 


for their Forum and that he is the sanest 
speaker on international questions they 
have ever had. Mr. Bryson’s subject will 
be “American Contribution to World 
Civilization.” 


RADIO 
Mr. Macdonald, minister of the Santa 
Monica church, will speak over Radio 
KNX Sunday evening, October 21 at 
6:30. 


TO ALLIANCE WOMEN 

Save October 25th for the Alliance. 
Mrs. Abbie Brewer will meet the women 
in the sewing room at ten o’clock where, 
until lunch time, sewing will be done for 
the Children’s Hospital, Each one is 
asked to bring a box lunch and coffee 
will be served from the kitchen. Dr. 
Etta Gray, representing the philanthropic 
work of the Federation of Women’s — 
Clubs will speak to the group at 1:30 
P.M. 

Mrs. Lucille Snow will be the hostess 
for the bridge tea to be held in the after-— 
noon of October 25th. 

Tickets are fifty cents and all women 
of the congregation and their friends are 
invited. 


THE TELESCOPE 
The new moon will be the main object 
of interest on Sunday evening. Jupiter © 
with his family of moons will also be 
shown from six thirty until nine o’clock. 
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PESSIMISM AS A SPIRITUAL TONIC 
“Let me enjoy the earth no less 
Because the all-enacting might 
That fashioned forth its loveliness 
Had other aims than my delight.” 
—Thomas Hardy. 


This, from the pen of the English writer, 
serves very well to connect what might 
be called the philosophy of pessimism 
with the philosophy of religion, and be- 
cause it represents a view that was held 
not only by Thomas Hardy but by Ana- 
tole France and others, men who could 
have written a better bible than the old 
Jewish prophets, it must contain a cer- 
tain spiritual tonic or imaginative relief. 

A man’s philosophy is a matter of 
temperament, not a matter of mood, yet 
the term “pessimist” is popularly used 
to denote the attitude of mind produced 
by a piece of bad luck, a disagreeable 
occurrence, or the lack of a cup of coffee 
at breakfast time. But this is no more 
correct than it would be to say that the 
murderer Hickman was a Stoic simply 
because he behaved at times in a stoical 
manner. 

To give an accurate definition: a pessi- 
mist is one who believes that the sum of 
all tendency in the universe shows enough 
of evil to neutralize, if not destroy, the 
effect of whatever good there may be. 
Likewise, an optimist is one who be- 
lieves that the sum of all tendency is 
toward the fulfillment of man’s highest 
hopes and dreams. Abstractly, both may 


be wrong, for who knows what is best 
or whether there is any tendency at all? 
But for practical purposes a pessimist is 


one who insists upon facing the facts. 

It is, of course, possible to see only 
the good and to blind oneself to all evil, 
and equally possible to see only evil and 
blind oneself to the good, but this has 
no spiritual value because neither one 
nor the other is true. 

And after all, each individual shapes 
his philosophy according to his personal 
life and contacts. For the real values 
are flesh and blood values, and even the 
greatest optimist must recognize that 


(Continued on page 3) 


MR. LYMAN BRYSON 

The speaker for Sunday morning will 
be Mr. Lyman Bryson, Associate Direc- 
tor of the San Diego Museum. Mr. 
Bryson lived for five years in Europe, 
He was a member of the Secretariat of 
the League of Red Cross Societies, and 
Secretary of the Oriental Health Confer- 
ence in Siam in 1922. He has had five 
years journalistic experience on Omaha 
and Detroit papers and has been a fre- 
quent contributor to the Atlantic Month- 
ly and other magazines. 

For some years he has been a lecturer 
in the Extension Division of the Uni- 
versity of California under whose au- 
spices he is presented. He has earned 
for himself the reputation of being one 
of the strongest speakers that the Uni- 
versity has to offer. Mr. Bard, minister 
of the Unitarian Church in San Diego, 
reports that there is a constant demand 
for him as a speaker at their Open 
Forum. Mr. Bryson’s subject will be 
“American Contribution to World Civili- 
zation.” 


Address by Mr. Lyman Bryson 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1928 
“American Contribution to World Civilization™ 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


Church School opens with a period ot 
singing, after which a talk is given to 
the whole school, and later the children 
go to their respective classes. 

Classes are provided for children of 
all ages and a kindergarten is main- 
tained during the hour of the morning 
church service so that parents may leave 
their children there if they wish to at- 
tend church. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Later Hellenistic Philosophy.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Smith, Thomas or Hoover? 


Everyone’s thought is now on the ap- 
proaching presidential election. Mr. John 
Steven will discuss candidates and issues. 
He has much experience in practical poli- 
tics, and will therefore have some inter- 
esting views to present. 

Members of the class will be asked to 
join in the discussion. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 
The Fellowship continues discussion of 
political affairs, and Mr. Benshimol will 
speak on “Religion and Politics,” show- 
ing how the Unitarian attitude of mind 
may be applied to politics. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Our attendance for last Sunday was 
406 while that of the West Side Church 
of New York was 489. 

Your attention is called to an article 
in the Christian Register of October 
18th written by E. Stanton MHodgin, 
former minister of this church. The 
article is entitled “Arguments for Hu- 
manism.” 

The Calendar, published by the West 
Side Unitarian Church of New York, 
recently carried the complete article on 
“The Godless Girl,’ as written for the 
Los Angeles Unitarian by Mr. Backus. 
The Christian Register of September 
20th carried a review of “East and 
West” which appeared in the Unitarian 
of September 9th. 


PERSONALS 

Mr. Backus sends greetings to the 
congregation and reports that he is slow- 
ly improving. He wishes to thank the 
many friends who have sent messages of 
sympathy and good will. 


Miss Belle Smith who has been on an 
extended trip in Europe, is expected to 
return to Los Angeles this week. 


Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Butts have gone 
to Cleveland on a short trip. Mr. Butts 
will transact business for his company 
while there. 


The Music Committee of the church 
is making plans to present a musical 
event each month during the winter. 
Full announcement will be made in an 
early issue of the Unitarian. 


TO MUSICIANS OF THE 
CONGREGATION 

Anyone who can read music and has a 
fair singing voice, who will devote one 
evening a week to rehearsal is invited 
by the music committee to meet with Mr. 
Brandt at the church on Thursday eve- 
ning, November Ist, at 7:30. Mr. Brandt 
would like to secure sixteen people for 
the choir. 


O world, thou choosest not the better 
part! 

It is not wisdom to be only wise, 

And on the inward vision close the eyes; 

But it is wisdom to believe the heart. 

Columbus found a world, and had no 
chart 

Save one that faith deciphered in the 
skies ; 

To trust the soul’s invincible surmise 

Was all his science and his only art. 

Our knowledge is a torch of smoky pine 

That lights the pathway but one step 
ahead 

Across a void of mystery and dread. 

Bid, then, the tender light of faith to 
shine 

By which alone the mortal heart is led 

Unto the thinking of the thought divine. 

—Santayana. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

these are transitory. We live in a king- 
dom of moth and rust, separation and 
death—and defeat that is often more 
bitter than death. We are creatures ot 
feeling and cannot escape the sorrows 
and weaknesses of our friends—or our 
own. We are confronted by a constant 
mixture of inextricably interwoven pain 
and joy, happiness and unhappiness, suc- 
cess and failure. Some take a spiritual 
anodyne and refuse to recognize evil, but 
one who would accomplish much must 
face the facts. It is all very well to 
dream of a beautiful world, but we never 
can make one till we admit that all men 
are selfish, that all contain the possi- 
bilities of hate and failure and coward- 
liness—and ourselves as well as others. 
So it becomes necessary to fortify our- 
selves with skepticism and _ pessimism, 
with friendship and ambition and work. 

We are in the habit of saying that 
Society is making progress, but we are 
forced to admit that for every develop- 
ment there is a corresponding loss. We 
have increased our leisure but we have 
also increased our busyness. An _ in- 
crease of mechanical conveniences has 
brought more inconveniences. Every 
new improvement has brought new dis- 
contents. Every change for the better is 
accompanied by a change for the worse. 
This is shown throughout history. Every 
rise has been followed by a fall. Egypt 


is remembered by her pyramids—but 
they are crumbling. The glory of patri- 
otism is said to be the cause of that ulti- 
mate human folly—war. 


Apart from the splendid gesture of 
Jesus of Nazareth, the poet philosopher, 
and its influence for good and for com- 
fort in the lives of individuals, his teach- 
ing has accomplished nothing. Because 
the moment it was organized the soul 
and heart of it were destroyed. For 
this we may blame Paul—that busy little 
organizer! 


People as individuals may be good, 
but in a complex society the. inevitable 
multipicity of interests produces vacilla- 
tion and conflict. Two philosophers go 
walking with their dogs—with no thought 
less innocent than to enjoy the sunshine 
and fresh air. But the dogs meet over 
a bone, and, at the point of contact, there 
is conflict. Blows are 
philosophers and dogs. 

Mr. Balfour has said: We survey the 
past, and see that its history is of blood 
and tears... 
learn that after a period, the energies of 
our system will decay, the glory of the 
sun will be dimmed, and the earth will 
no longer tolerate the race which has for 
a moment disturbed its solitude. Man 
will go down into the pit and all his 
thoughts will perish. The uneasy con- 
sciousness, which in this obscure corner 
has for a long space broken the con- 
tented silence of the universe, will be 
at rest. Matter know itself no 
longer. “Imperishable monuments” and 
immortal deeds, death itself, and love 
that is stronger than death, will be as 
though they had never been. Nor will 
anything that is be better or worse for all 
that the labor, genius, devotion, and 
suffering of men have striven through 
countless generations to effect.” 

And, because we find life inescapable 
—as men—we face the facts and say 
with Thomas Hardy: “Let me enjoy the 
earth no less because the all-enacting 
might that fashioned forth its loveliness 
had other ends than my delight!” 


exchanged—by 


we survey the future, and 


will 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. “Largo” from “New World 


Symphony eee eree Dvorak 
b. “Finale” Act II from 
“Madame Butterfly” ........ Puccini 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Light of Ages and of Nations.” 
Number 19. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “The Old 
Refrain csest-2- 3 seer er oe Kreisler 
Solo; “Life? . 22. eee ee ee a Curran 
Mr. Brandt 
Address, “American Contribution to 


World Civilization.” 


Mr. Lyman Bryson 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


ALLIANCE LUNCHEON 

There will be a luncheon on Thurs- 
day, November the first at 12:30 P.M. 
The speaker, Judge Georgia Bullock, has 
for her subject, ‘Human Problems from 
the Standpoint of a Woman Judge.” Such 
a woman and such a subject should be 
an incentive to members to be present. 

Following the luncheon there will be 
a business meeting. Reports from the 
chairmen of departments will be made. 
The Executive Board will meet at 11:30 
A.M. 

Members who have not yet received 
their year books may secure them from 
the church secretary. 25c per copy. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 
The regular monthly meeting of the 


Laymen’s League will be held on Mon- 
day evening, October 29th, with dinner 
at 6:30. Please note the change in the 
day. The speaker will be Mr. C. A. 
Dykstra, who is Professor of Political 


Pacific Unitarian Sch 
2400 Allston Way, 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Science at the University of California 
in Los Angeles. Mr. Dykstra’s subject 
will be “State Issues of 1928.” 


Dinner tickets are 50c and it is neces- 
sary that you make your reservation with 
the church secretary prior to Monday 
noon. The women of the congregation 
are also invited to the dinner and pro- 
gram. 


NEXT SUNDAY 

The speaker for the service on Sunday 
morning, November 4th, is to be Dr. A. 
E. Longueil, Associate Professor of 
English at the University of California 
in Los Angeles. Professor Longueil was 
a Special Deputy from the United States 
to the International Institute of .Intel- 
lectual Cooperation in 1926-27. He holds 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from 
Harvard and was sent by that University 
travelling fellowship to Great 
Britain, France, Switzerland and Italy. 
The subject on which he is to speak is 
“The Real New World.” 


AFTERNOON TEA FOR ADULT 
GROUP 

The young people who met on Sunday 
evenings last year are planning another 
series of social affairs and will have 
their first meeting at the home of Mrs. 
Backus, 1101 Magnolia Avenue, on Sun- 
day afternoon, October 28th at five 
o’clock. College people, teachers, young 
business men and women and young 
married people are cordially invited to 
join this group. 


THE TELESCOPE 
The telescope will be available to visi- 
tors on Sunday evening from six thirty 
until nine o’clock. The full moon and 
Jupiter will be the objects of interest. 


on a 
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AMERICA’S CONTRIBUTION TO 
WORLD CIVILIZATION 


The word 
many things to many people, but a reason- 
able definition must always include cer- 
tain principles and standards of right- 
eous conduct. These, among primitive 
peoples, applied only to the immediate 
family group, but civilization de- 
veloped, the extent or radius of their ap- 
plication grew ever wider. It may be 
said, therefore, that the civilization of a 
people may be measured by the length of 
its ethical radius. 

This gradual extension of the ethical 
radius has come about through emigra- 
tion. Two kinds of emigration have in- 
fluenced the world since time began— 
one was the type best illustrated by the 
story of Columbus—an idea in the mind 
of a determined individual that eventu- 
ally resulted in tremendous emigrations. 
The other type is illustrated by a little- 
known occurrence that took place early 
in the fifteenth century—an idea in the 
mind of a determined herring on the 
west side of the Atlanic Ocean, that the 
feeding grounds on the east side might 
be worth investigating. A tremendous 
emigration of herring resulted in the 
British Empire. Till then a race of 
sheep-herders, they, the British, became 
a race of fishermen, explorers, ‘conquer- 
ors; a great navy was evolved from a 
fleet of fishing vessels. : 

Of these two types of emigration, the 
one voluntary, the other accidental, the 
former is of vastly greater importance 
in its effects on civilization. 


“civilization” has meant 


as 
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America, as a nation, began a very 
little over one hundred years ago, when 
the idea of voluntary emigration first 
permeated the minds of the colonists and 
they started west. They became Ameri- 
cans when they ceased to think of them- 
selves as citizens of Massachusetts or 
Connecticut, the Carolinas. Going 
west, men and women were enabled to 
throw off the influence of the individual 
states, and, more fully and definitely, 
the influence of Europe. 

But this was not all. 
ward emigration formed 


or 


The vast west- 
the key-note 
of our American civilization. It made 


(Continued on page 3) 


DR. A. E. LONGUEIL 

The University of California, through 
its Extension Division, presents Dr. A, 
E. Longueil, Associate of 
English Literature, as the speaker on 
Sunday morning. Professor Longueil 
was a special deputy from the United 
States to the International Institute of 
Intellectual Cooperation in 1926-1927. 
He holds the degree of Doctor of Phil- 
osophy from Harvard and was sent by 
this famous University on a travelling 
fellowship to Great Britain, France, 
Switzerland, and Italy. He has been in 
the department of English Literature at 
the University of California in Los An- 
geles since 1922. Dr. Longueil is in great 
demand as a public lecturer but has 
not been heard much recently because 
he is absorbed in writing a book. The 
subject which he is to speak is “The 
Real New World.” 


Professor 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1928 
“The Real New World” 


Address by Dr, A. E. Longueil 


- 


, 10:50 A.M. 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


THIS SUNDAY 

CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 

The Church School will 

9:50 for lessons and discussion. 

tion picture will be shown. 

member that prompt and regular attend- 

ance means added interest for the chil- 
dren. 


assemble at 
A mo- 
Please re- 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on ‘“Mithra- 


ism,” Christianity’s early rival. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Tolstoy, the Man and Writer. 

1928 is 
birth of the great Russian author and 
Leo Tolstoy. Mrs. Alexander 
will give an appreciation of the work 
and personality of this many-sided 
genius. Whether he is considered as a 
leader of a new religious awakening, or 
as a prophet, he stands as one of the 
towering figures of modern times. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 

Since this is the last Sunday before 
election a general discussion of presi- 
dential candidates will take place in the 
Fellowship meeting. Phyllis Hunter will 
speak for Herbert Hoover, John Ferte 
for Norman Thomas and Allen Camp- 
bell for Al Smith. Volunteer speakers 
are wanted for other candidates. Every 
one is invited to take part in the dis- 


the centenary year of the 


teacher, 


cussion. 


FINANCES 


It is a great pleasure to report that 
the finances for the current expenses of 
the church are in splendid shape. There 
is enough money in unpaid pledges to 
meet our obligations for the remaining 
two months of the year, and the treasurer 
feels sure that it will not be necessary 
to go to the expense of sending out re- 
minders for the these 
pledges. Let’s make it a record year, 
and be able to report at the annual meet- 
ing in January that all subscriptions for 
1928 were met in full. 


collection of 


AN EXPLANATION 


In the Literary Digest of October 20th, 
under the department of Religion ana 
Social Service, a table of statistics is 
given showing church membership in all 
denominations for 1916 and 1926. The 
Unitarian Church is listed as having lost 
during that period of time over 22,000 
members. 


These figures were obtained from a 
Federal Census Bureau bulletin and the 
report is discussed in the Christian 
Register of December 1, 1927. Elmer S. 
Forbes, editor of the Unitarian Year 
Book, says that while figures are not in 
hand to show what the Unitarian 
strength was in 1916, “any statement to 
the effect that we have lost 22,000 mem- 
bers in ten years is utterly wrong and 
misleading.” Mr. Forbes explains that 
this alleged decline was due to the fact 
that in 1916 “membership” was an in- 
definite term and often meant what today 
we call “constituency.” Now it means 
persons who have actually joined the 
church by whatever method is in use in 
the local church. “Since the Year Book 
began to gather denominational statis- 
tics,” asserts its editor, “there has been 
no loss, but rather a steady growth in 
both constituency and membership.” 


A PRAYER 


Give me work to do; 
Give me health; 
Give me joy in simple things. . 
Give me an eye for beauty, 
A tongue for truth, 
A heart that loves, 
A mind that reasons, 
A sympathy that understands. 
Give me neither malice nor envy, 
But .a true kindness, 
And a noble common sense. 
At the close of each day 
Give me a book, 
And a friend with whom 
I can be silent. 
By “Unknown,” in Boston Transcript. 
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itself felt in our policies of government 
and of economics. The frontier was a 
dominating influence that made America 
different from all other nations. Ameri- 
ca became an idea rather than a place. 
The spirit of the pioneer was upper- 
most. And if we, as a nation, make a 
permanent contribution to world civiliza- 
tion, it will be because we voluntarily 
choose to perpetuate the best of the 
pioneer spirit. 

This pioneer spirit included a number 
of outstanding virtues—and their corre- 
sponding faults. Courage should, per- 
haps, be placed at the head of the list, 
with a dare-devil recklessness as its ac- 
companying fault. Ingenuity, or a prac- 
tical talent, brought with it the danger 
of considering materialism the only ne- 
cessity. Self reliance— an inevitable 
pioneer virtue—foreshadowed distrust of 
the expert or specialist, and there are 


those who feel that democracy will have 


to be abandoned unless the common man 
can learn to trust the expert. The idea 
of equality of persons too often led to 
the repudiation of standards of ex- 
cellence. A spirit of mutual helpfulness 
at times degenerated into unwise and 
maudlin humanitarianism. The habit of 
volunteer association for common ends— 
a practice much more wide-spread in this 
country than elsewhere—led to distrust 
of the government or state. Fairness. 
Peculiarly Anglo-Saxon, is this idea of 
fair-play, and some one has said that 
the future will consider it a greater con- 
tribution to world civilization than the 
parliamentary form of government. 
What, if any, is its accompanying fault? 
Possibly an occasional sentimental over- 
emphasis. And finally, compassion, the 
quality that urges individuals and groups 
of individuals to relieve an unhappy situ- 
ation when and where they can. This is 
perhaps the greatest virtue, and nothing 
but a_ sentimental 
mar it. 


over-emphasis can 


These, then, are the characteristics of 
a pioneer people. Our rise to world 
eminence has grown out of them—and 
their application to the natural oppor- 
tunities of the country. We have be- 
come the most homogeneous and the most 
powerful of nations. Although this has 
come about gradually, it was, beyond 
question, greatly accelerated by the situ- 
ations surrounding the World War. 

We are now, whether we realize it or 
not, on the threshold of a choice as to 
whether we shall become an empire. If 
we refuse, we shall be the first nation in 
history that has done so. We are also 
facing a choice as to whether we shall 
be known by our virtues or their corre- 
sponding faults. And the future will 
judge our civilization accordingly. 


We are forced to come back to the 
final virtue, compassion. Our contribu- 
tion to world civilization depends large- 
ly on whether we can use this character- 
istic compassion to extend the radius of 
all our other virtues to the entire world. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 


a. “Wedding Song” from 


eS iraOlatues ers a Harriet Ware 
b. “Murmuring Zephyrs” -............ Jensen 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “The Indwelling God.’ Number 
14, 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “The Angelus”...... 
Vane ee oe Ae het Jules Massenet 
Solo, “Like as the Hart Desireth’’...... 
wha) WOM aa Anco steer Allitsen 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “The Real New World.” 
Dr. A. E. Longueil. 


Hymn, “Be Lord of Self,’ Number 21. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
Dr. Constanine Panunzio, Professor of 
and Sociology at 
College, will be the speaker on Novem- 
ber 11th. He has travelled widely in 
Europe and in America and has devoted 
years to a first-hand study of social and 
economic problems as they effect the re- 
races, and 


Economics 


lations between nations 


classes. 


Next Sunday is Armistice Day, and 
Dr. Panunzio has chosen for his sub- 
ject “The New International Movement.” 
Special music appropriate to the occa- 
sion will be given. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, November 5th, at 8:00 
clock, in the church office. 


Whittier © 


SUNDAY EVENING GROUP MEETS 

The first regular meeting of the Sunday 
evening group will be held on Sunday 
evening at six o’clock in the Alliance 
room at the church. A general social 
time is planned, including a community 
“sing” and supper. 

Those who attended the meeting at the 
home of Mrs. Backus last Sunday eve- 
ning were very enthusiastic about con- 
tinuing the Sunday evening meetings this 
year, and many interesting suggestions 
were offered for making the affairs at- 
tractive and profitable. 

THE TELESCOPE 

If the atmosphere is clear on Sunday 
evening the telescope will be in use be- 
tween six-thirty and nine o’clock. An 
interesting phenomena of Jupiter will be 
shown. 

ALLIANCE NOTICES 

Thursday, November 8th, is Social 
Service Day. The women will meet with 
Mrs. Abbie Brewer at 10 o’clock for 
sewing. Each member attending will 
bring a box lunch. Coffee will be served 
from the kitchen. ; 

The Benevolence Committee will be 
glad to receive blankets or bedding and 
children’s clothing in good condition, 
There are several families which are in 
need of such help. Please send the gar- 
ments to the church in care of Mr. 
Benson. 

NEEDLEWORK GUILD 

Mrs. O. H. Tipton, who represents the 
Needlework Guild in the liberal churches 
of Los Angeles, wishes to remind con- 
tributors that next Monday, November 
5th, is “ingathering day,” and all gar- 
ments or gifts of money should be in her 
hands by Monday morning. Offerings 
left at the church office will be taken 
care of for Mrs. Tipton. 
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THE REAL NEW WORLD 


What is your total view of the Uni- 
verse? This may seem a vague and un- 
important question to the man who thinks 
of this as something to be taken out and 
examined in rare moments of 
having nothing to do with everyday liv- 
ing. But to the man who realizes that 
his total view of the universe is the 
thing out every 
thought and act, it assumes a place of 
large significance. 

One has only to look about him to see 
how lives of men are influenced by their 
underlying philosophy. A man of ma- 
terialistic views lives a life in which 
material values predominate. A _ pessi- 
mist who sees only evil in the universe 
either retires into a shell of his own 
making, or throws himself into one 
movement after another toward reform 
or improvement. And both the humor- 
ist and the man of balanced sanity in- 
evitably become products of their philo- 
sophical slant on life. 

Thus a man’s total view of the uni- 
tremendously 
it as it 


stress, 


of which grows his 


verse—and a group’s—is 
important. When we examine 
affects groups of people, we are still 
further impressed with its importance. 
In medieval times the group idea was 
a man-centered universe—small, static, 
slow-moving—with no thought of ques- 
tioning, while the modern group idea is 
that of a vast, dynamic universe with 
everything open to question. Two total 
views—two totally different civilizations. 

The cave-man lived in a one-man civil- 
ization, complete, individualistic. Then 
he discovered organization and the possi- 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1928 


No. 10 


bilities of a stationary, as distinguished 
from a wandering existence. In this way 
the city civilization developed. 
cessive stages man has faced and ac- 
cepted as the basis of his civilization, 
the city, the state, the country, the con- 
tinent. He is now faced with the neces- 
sity of accepting as the basis of his 
newer civilization not only a continent 
but a world. 

Culminating in the World War, this 
problem has 


By suc- 


assumed vast proportions 
and has challenged the present social 
order to the point of making it necessary 
to master our world before it masters us. 
So inextricably interwoven is our pres- 
ent world that it is impossible to 
separate one group from another. We 
are fed, clothed, educated and amused 
1914 our 


Four great empires 


internationally. Ever since 
world has changed. 
have been swept away—the empires that 
were—Turkey, Austria-Hungary, Ger- 


(Continued on page 3) 


CONSTANTINE PANUNZIO, Ph. D. 

The University of California through 
its Extension Division presents Profes- 
sor Constantine Panunzio on Sunday 
morning, November 11th. Mr. Panunzio 
is the author of “The Soul of an Immi- 
grant,” and other well-known books, and 
has a wide reputation as a speaker and 
authority on international questions. At 
present he is Professor of Economics 
and Sociology at Whittier College. Since 
Sunday is the tenth anniversary of the 
signing of the armistice Dr. Panunzio 
has chosen for his subject “The New 
International Movement.” 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1928 


“The New International Movement” 


Address by Constantine Panunzio, Ph. D. ’ 


10:50 A.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


The Church School will meet as usual 
at 9:50 for a period of music before dis- 


cussion and classes. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Augus- 
tine.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
Fundamentalism in Europe. 

Can Fundamentalism be compared to 
any religious movement in Europe? This 
is the question which Mrs. Anderson will 
answer Sunday morning in the Study 
Class. We are apt to consider funda- 
mentalism a phenomenon peculiar to the 
middle west. Perhaps it is more wide- 


spread. Come and learn. The class 
starts at 9:50. Please try to come on 
time. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 

The hour Sunday morning, November 
11th, will be devoted to a discussion of 
the following questions: 

1. Which requires more bravery, a 
conscientious objector or a soldier in 
battle? By Winifred Biegler. 

2. Is war a necessary part of the 
scheme of things? By Joyce Evans. 

3. How may such virtues as loyalty 
and self sacrifice be used for peace in- 
stead of war? 

4. Should colleges have compulsory 
military training? Robert Newhouse. 


SUNDAY EVENING SOCIAL HOUR 

The group which meets on Sunday 
evening will not have a meeting on the 
11th, but will come together again on 
the 18th, at which time Miss R. H. Tol- 
liver will be hostess. 


THE TELESCOPE 
The telescope will be in use as usual 
between six-thirty and nine o’clock if the 
atmosphere is clear. Jupiter and his 
moons are the main object of interest at 
present. 


THE UNKNOWN DEAD 


I am the numberless Unknown 

Who have cast the shrouds of things that 
seem. 

My grave is a planet’s cornerstone, 

Holding the ashes of a dream, 

Whose sacrificial fire blazes from zone 
to zone. 


I am the wastrel child whom War 

Hath rendered baptism, not in birth 

But Death, where the unseen hosts that 
pour 

Libation on the blood-dark earth, 

Intone through my mute lips the eternal: 
Nevermore. 


Yea, Nevermore! By that mystic name 

Youth’s hallowed blood hath christened 
me— 

Nevermore! Ye living, let it flame 

The challenge of your destiny— 

Nevermore !—to pride and pestilence and 
hate and shame! 


War—Nevermore! O lives that pray 

For liberation, make that will 

Your watchword, till the thing ye say 

Because the law your deeds fulfill; 

Then I with Christ will rise in Sanction 
from my clay. 


For I am dust of a deathless spark; 

Unmastered engine self-ensnared; 

The bullet-moulder and his mark, 

Shattered by dazzling creeds I shared 

With you— and your own blindness 
muffles me in dark. 


Masters of Life! On your decree, 
Unknown and numberless, I wait; 
From war’s earth-blind captivity 
Untomb me! Let your love be fate 
And crown my risen youth with timeless 
victory! 
—Percy Mackaye. | 

Stanzas in commemoration of the Un- 
known American Soldier, interred at Ar- 
lington, November 11, 1921, at the Con- 
vening of the Conference on the Limita- 
tion of Armaments. 
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many and Russia. And the British Em- 
pire has made several changes and is 
threatened with others. 


All of this has created many problems. 
Certain groups are becoming intensely 
nationalistic at a time when nationalism 
is a distinct menace. The white races 
have lost their prestige. It would take 
only a great leader in the Orient to 
bring about many grave social and 
economic situations. Political changes 
have occurred. The idea of dictatorship 
shows an ascendency over the idea of 
democracy. The word “democracy” is 
no longer the shibboleth it once was. It 
is not enough to believe in democracy; 
it must be made to work. In order to 
do this, we must insist upon a definite 
training for our statesmen. A demand 
must be made for the expert in office. 

And no longer is there a blind faith 
in progress. The world is singularly 
full of fear; largely the fear of grow- 
ing complexity, but also the universal 
fear of war. 

An unpleasant picture, but a true one, 
if we are to believe the men of highest 
attainments who have given their time 
and attention to studying the situation. 


There are in the world today men of 
such complete individualism that they 
consider all but their own personal busi- 
ness as utterly beside the point. These 
are speaking with the voice of the cave- 
man—the cave-man who has become ex- 
tinct. Also there is the man who looks 
with suspicion upon all outside his own 
group, and he is looking at the world 
with pre-historic eyes that are now ex- 
tinct. There is the provincial enthusiast 
who speaks with the voice of the state- 
minded. And the man who demands a 
splendid isolation for his country; his is 
the voice of the middle ages—that are 
gone beyond recall. But the truly mod- 
ern man must take an intellectual view, 
a sane and balanced view, free from all 
prejudices. He must live in the present, 
discarding neither the wisdom of the past 
nor the hope of the future, and he must 
be internationally minded. 

Expressions of international good-will 
are not only ineffective but positively 
dangerous because they make the prob- 
lem seem easy when it is not. A bene- 
volent attitude is not helpful because it 
implies a fictitious or self-asserted superi- 
ority. But there is a solution, and we 
have the machinery for it now. The most 
successful states have been multi-na- 
tional, and the reason for their success 
lies in the fact that they are able to 
view their problems from all angles and 
more thoroughly discuss them. 

For solving international problems, 
then, rather than continuing to have wars 
or burying our heads in the sand, ostrich- 
fashion, can we not get together a group 
of intelligent people—trained and experi- 
enced and trustworthy people—and give 
them the task of working out a system 
of international organization? 

We have the machinery, and we have 
the will. It is not possible to bring the 
two together? Perhaps not until the ma- 
jority of the people are able to see the 
situation clearly—with modern eyes. 
Perhaps at present the individual can 
best serve by helping to create a sane 
and balanced total view of the universe 
in the minds of his fellow men. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
1. “Liberty Fantasia <i. hau... Maxson 
2. “Prelude on Materna” ..Demarest 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “These Things Shall Be.” Num- 
ber 54. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Solo, “The Americans Come”........ 
SSPE AED ASHI ACARS Oy: Fay Foster 
Mr. Brandt. 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Andante”. Mendelssohn 
Solo, ‘The Unknown Soldier,” 

adapted to Schubert’s “Adieu” 

PRA Seah ct ae Goeffrey O’Hara 
Mr. Brandt 

Address, ‘““The New International Move- 

ment.” 
Prof. Constantine Panunzio. 

“The House of Brotherhood.” 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Hymn, 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE MEETING 

The committee arranging for the Lay- 
men’s League dinner on Wednesday eve- 
ning, November 14th, feel very fortunate 
in being able to present as the speaker 
Judge Robert H. Scott of the Superior 
Court of Los Angeles County, sitting in 
the Juvenile Department. The subject 
will be “Fair Play for the Young Man 
of Tomorrow,” dealing with the causes 
of juvenile delinquency. Judge Scott has 
a message that everyone should hear, and 
it is hoped that many will avail them- 
selves of this opportunity to hear him. 

Both the men and women of the con- 
gregation are invited to this dinner, 
which will be served at 6:30. The price 
is 50c and you are earnestly requested 
to make your reservations with the 
church secretary either on Sunday morn- 
ing or by telephone before Tuesday noon, 
November 13th. 


Jnitarian Headquarters 
2416 Allston Way, 
Serkeley, Calif. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


On November 18th we are to have the 
privilege of hearing Rabbi Edgar F. 
Magnin of Temple B’nai B’rith. Rabbi 
Magnin needs no introduction to our 
people. Everyone will want to hear him. 
His subject will be “Judaism and Uni- 
tarianism.” 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


November 15th is the date of the 
Birthday Luncheon. Members having 
birthdays in November are invited to sit 
at the table especially prepared for 
them. 

The speaker will be Mrs. O. B. Man- 
chester, Director of the Alliance Study 
Group. Mrs. Manchester is well known 
to club circles. She has already demon- 
strated to the Alliance her ability to give 
an interesting and instructive talk. She 
will divide her time between world 
events, the best in new literature, and 
will read from a drama of worth. Make 
the most of the opportunity to hear her. 
This talk is open to all interested 
women. 


Contributions are solicited for a food, 
“white elephant” and flower sale to be 
held on Thursday, November 15th, in 
connection with the regular Alliance 
meeting. Mrs. Ella Woodbury will be 
in charge of the food table, Mrs. Snow 
of the “white elephant” sale, and Mrs. 
Naudain of the flowers. ‘ 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers for today are in memory 
of Daniel Bruce Crane, who gave his 
life in service for his country. 
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THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 
MOVEMENT 

Up to the beginning of the 19th cen- 
tury, about the only relations between 
racial and national groups of people 
were those resulting from the business 
of commercial travelers and missionaries 
—and war. Of these, war was by far 
the most important. People, as people, 
did not meet. Not only did they con- 
sider their interests as entirely separate, 
but they looked upon each other as natu- 
ral enemies. 

Toward the middle of the last century 
there began to make itself felt an inter- 
people movement which differed from an 
movement in 
International 


international several im- 
portant aspects. 
had been and were. being carried on by 
temporarily ruling individuals or parties 
and did not represent the ideas or the 
of the people. The inter-people 
movement, and the relations it invoked, 
did not and does not emanate from: the 
government or from government institu- 
tions, but from the people themselves. 
Its negotiations differ inter- 
national negotiations in that they are 
open for immediate inspection and criti- 
cism, while international relations are 
and always have been, secret. The peo- 
ple, including the students and scholars 
have had to wait ten or twenty years 
before being able to learn what actually 
happened, or until the issues were dead, 
and it was too late to do anything about 
them. 

The inter-people movement differs in 
itts relations also, in that it is inspired 
by a contributive rather than an acquisi- 


relations 


will 


from 


tive concept. The diplomat is sent forth 
to get, not to give. The striking fact is 
noticed in this new movement, no mat- 
ter what group of people is under con- 
sideration, that they are sent out to give 
what they have. And they depend for 
their sanction, not on the authority of 
the state or nation, but on the validity 
of the idea. They say that peace de- 
mands first: a respect for genius in any 
nation or group; second: a definite at- 
tempt to arrive at harmony between 
groups, and third: that the benefits of 
any relations must be mutual—in a re- 
mote and ultimate, rather than an imme- 
diate sense. 

Travel, it has been estimated, 
affects 2,500,000 people 


(Continued on page 3) 


now 


about a year. 


RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN 
Despite the fact that Rabbi Magnin is 
building a splendid new temple and that 
he is serving as chairman of the speak- 


ers’ 


committee of the Community Chest, 
he has graciously consented to occupy 
the pulpit Sunday in Mr. Backus’ stead. 
This continues the long history of fel- 
lowship between Temple B’Nai B’Rith, of 
which he is the rabbi, and our own con- 
gregation. Mr. Backus sends a message 
from the hospital urging all our people 
to give Rabbi Magnin the cordial wel- 
come which shall be an expression of 
friendly relations between our two or- 
ganizations. His subject is to be “Dogma 
versus Religion,” and we may be sure in 
advance that he will have a great deal 
to say on this interesting subject that is 
well worth our hearing. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1928 
“Dogma versus Religion” 
Address by Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 


10:50 A.M. 


- e 
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THIS SUNDAY 


CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 


The children will meet in the Sunday 
School room for singing and discussion 
before going to their respective classes. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard is starting a new series 
of lectures on “Medicine and Allied 
Sciences.” He will discuss the subject 
in a general way this Sunday and later 
take up specific topics. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Have you ever taken cough medicine 
or used corn plasters? If you have, you 
will be interested in the expose Dr. W. D. 
Moore will give of patent cure-alls. 
Come and be entertained and enlight- 
ened. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 
Miss Ethelwyn Mills, President of the 


Women’s International League, will 
speak to the Fellowship on the subject 
“The Newer Patriotism.’ She has 


promised that at the close of her address 
she will give ten minutes for questions 
and discussions. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


We are to have the privilege of pre- 
senting G. D. Cunningham, England’s 
foremost concert organist, in recital on 
the evening of February 22nd. This is 
Mr. Cunningham’s only Los Angeles ap- 
pearance and it promises to be one of the 
outstanding musical events of the season. 


The Laymen’s League is planning a 
series of evening lectures which will be- 
gin at an early date. The Unitarian 
probably carry full details 


will next 


week. 


On October 28th the attendance at the 
West Side Church in New York was 373 
and ours 315. We had no report of their 
attendance for November 4th, but ours 
was 338. Last Sunday they numbered 
317 and we had only 248. 


MESSAGE FROM MR. BACKUS 


The doctor promises Mr. Backus that 
he will be out of the hospital in a few 
days, but it will be necessary for him to 
have two weeks in the country to regain 
his strength. He hopes to be able to re- 
turn to the pulpit within a few weeks. 
He deeply appreciates the concern the 
members of the congregation have 
shown regarding his condition. 


Have you learned lessons only of those 
who admire you, and were tender with 
you, and stood aside for you? 

Have you not learned great lessons 
from those who reject you, and brace 
themselves 
you with contempt, or dispute the passage 
with you? 


against you, or who treat 


—Walt Whitman. 


EARTH IS ENOUGH 
By Edwin Markham 


We men of Earth have here the stuff 
Of Paradise—we have enough! 
We need no other stones to build 
The stairs into the Unfulfilled— 
No other ivory for the doors— 
No other marble for the floors— 
And dome of man’s immortal dream. 
Here on the paths of every-day— 
Here on the common human way 
Is all the stuff the gods would take 
To build a Heaven, to mold and make 
New Edens. Ours the stuff sublime 
To build Eternity in time! 

—From “The Shoes of Happiness 

and Other Poems.” 


I do not think we have any right to 
think of a heaven for others, much less 
of a heaven for ourselves, in the world 
to come, until we are wholly determined 
to make this world a heaven for our 
fellowmen, and are hoping, believing, 
loving, and working for that, and for its. 
realization, not in a thousand or a mil- 
lion years, but in a nearer and nearer 
future. 

—Stopford A. Brooke. 
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Opinions differ in regard to the value of 
travel to the inter-people movement 
While in many cases travel serves to 
break down race and national prejudice, 
it also often confirms the prejudice. For 
the reason that many people see only 
what they wish to see, or expect to see, 
as the traveler who wrote home that all 
he saw in Italy was macaroni and Mus- 
solini. 

Of greater importance and effect is the 
custom of exchanging students and teach- 
ers. These often go to some other 
country merely for the purpose of study 
or teaching, but whether they are con- 
scious of it or not, they gain a certain 
understanding of the people in the group 
in which they are living. 

But the most important channel 
through which this intermingling of peo- 
ples is going on lies in unofficial regional 
conference organizations. A recent 
League of Nations publication has listed 
hundreds of these organizations that are 
studying and discussing interpeople prob- 
lems. Members of these organizations 
are drawn from every field of human 
endeavor. Regional conferences are meet- 
ing in all parts of the world each year. 
The World Agricultural Conference, the 
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Institute of Civic Relations, the World 
Educational Conference—this last has 
been engaged in reporting the findings 
of experimental education and trying to 
determine what might be called the com- 
mon denominator of the good life. 
Aside from these there are conferences 
of social workers, accountants, dentists, 
advertisers, electricians, and many others. 
With few exceptions they are trying to 
arrive at mutually helpful conclusions. 
It is said that nearly a million people a 
year are actively engaged in this work. 

Because for the first time in history 
the people themselves are taking a real 
interest in universal peace, these inter- 
relations of groups must have their effect. 
People who are awakened, today, are 
reaching across the boundaries and say- 
ing: “Let us form an inter-people union.” 
This does not need to erase national 
groups any more than a union of states 
obliterates individual states. In a re- 
cent speech by Stressman he said. “Only 
when nations will unfold themselves for 
purposes of contributing the best they 
have, whatever it is, to the life of other 
More and 
more, are people coming to realize the 
truth of this. 


nations, will we have peace.” 


WHAT THEY SAY OF US 


The United States Census Bureau in 
its statistical report on _ Religious 
Bodies explains that “Unitarianism is 
marked for its insistence upon absolute 
freedom of belief, its reliance upon the 
supreme guidance of reason, its tolerance 
of difference in religious opinion, its de- 
votion to education and philanthropy, 
and its emphasis upon character, as the 
principles of fundamental importance in 
religion; a general consensus upon the 
unipersonality of God, the strict human- 
ity of Jesus, the essential dignity and 
perfectibility of human nature, the 
natural character of the Bible, and the 
hope for the ultimate salvation of all 
souls.” A pretty fair definition, we 
think, 

—Davenport Unitarian. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 


a. “A Song of Gratitude”........ 
Rossetter-Cole 


Poe ANGanting, init Ge eee reese Lemare 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Light of Ages and of Nations.” 
Number 19. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Prelude— 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “The Harmonious 
Blacksmiths eee Handel-Lemare 


Solo, “Draw Near, All Ye People” 
from “Elijah” Mendelssohn 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “Dogma versus Religion.” 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 


Hymn, “Brotherhood.” Number 56. - 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


On November 25th we are to have the 
privilege of hearing again Paul Jordan 
Smith, who, on October 28th, gave us 
such a deilghtful address on “Pessimism 
as a Spiritual Tonic.” Mr. Smith’s sub- 
ject next Sunday will be “Twentieth 
Century Debts.’ You will really miss 
something very much worth while if you 
miss hearing Mr. Smith on this occasion. 


THE TELESCOPE 


Between six thirty and nine o’clock on 
Sunday evening the telescope will be 
open for observation of the new moon, 
Jupiter and other interesting objects. The 
moon is visible only in the early part of 
the evening, but is at this most interesting 
phase then. 


SUNDAY EVENING SOCIAL HOUR 


The Sunday evening social group will 
meet at six o’clock in the Alliance parlor. 
College people, teachers, young business 
men and women and young married 
couples are invited to attend these Sun- 
day evening meetings. Miss R. H. 
Tolliver will be the hostess on the eve- 
ning of the 18th. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Thursday, November 22, is Social 
Service day, and the women of the Alli- 
ance are invited to meet with Mrs. 
Brewer at ten o’clock in the sewing 
room. 

Mrs. C. W. Woodbury, chairman of 
Ways and Means Committee for No- 
vember, is planning a “get-acquainted” 
bridge luncheon for Thursday, the 22nd. 
The price for both the luncheon and 
bridge will be $1.00, or if you do not 
care for one or the other you may enjoy 
either for 50c. Lunch will be served at 
12:30. Please telephone your reserva- 


tions to the church office. 
| 


Members please consult your year 
book and make the following changes: 
Mrs. Abbie Brewer, Monterey Blvd.; 
Mrs. Kate Hanby, 214 C. Avenue, Re- 
dondo Beach; Miss Mary Holmes, 1012 
Beacon St. Drexel 5038; Mrs. Frieda 
Nashdir should be Mrs. Frieda Mashbir; 
Frances Allen, Drexel 8804; Mrs. F. 
A. Rowe, instead of Mrs. Philip Rowe} 


Miss Emma Shaw; Mrs. Lusannah Shea. 
4 
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DOGMA VERSUS RELIGION 


Dogma and religion are not the same. 
Often we hear from press and pulpit 
that religion has failed, that it is dor- 
mant, perhaps dead. The fact of the 
matter is that religion, so far as most 
people are concerned, is about to be 
brought to the light of day. What we 
have had in most cases is dogma, ritual- 
ism. Real religion has been the bless- 
ing of the advanced, the gift of a few 
rare souls, a Moses, an Isaiah, a Jere- 
miah, a Jesus, a Confucious, a Spinoza. 
Certain rare individuals in every land, 
among every people, have stood out 
above the people. They have felt the 
presence of God. They have caught the 
spirit of communion and the spirit of 
duty toward their fellowmen. Many of 
them have been martyrs. A thing can- 
not be dead before it is born. 


People are becoming more tolerant, 
more just, more kind, more human. They 
are beginning to feel that despite the 
limitations of the human mind and the 
revelations of science, it is natural to 
reach out toward that source of life 


which we call God. 


Religion is intangible. To attempt to 
define something which cannot be defined 
is silly. The great leaders of religion 
have never advocated that things which 
they feel in their heart should be re- 
duced to principles. Dogma is a fixed 
principle of theology. The difference be- 
tween dogma and religion is the differ- 
ence between a treatise on philosophy and 
the actual essence of beauty. 
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Jewish religion, even orthodox Jewish 
religion, never dogmatized. There is no 
passage in the Jewish bible that says 
you must believe so and so or you are 
not a Jew. Moses wrote upon slabs some 
things that have become the foundation 
of Jewish culture and_ righteousness. 
There was no definition of what is God. 
Seven-tenths of the commandments do 
not deal with theology at all, but with 
our relationship with our fellowmen, 
with our families, with our own souls. 
The people of every nation are the chil- 
dren of God. 

Jesus was ore of the great Hebrew 
prophets who was not satisfied with the 
conditions of his day. Many people have 
thought that he original; we 
know, however, that this is not true, that 
he learned from the old Jewish rabbis. 
We know also, of course, that it was 
Paul, also Jew—who changed his name 

(Continued on page 3) 


was 


PAUL JORDAN SMITH 
Among the speakers who have occu- 
pied the pulpit in the absence of Mr. 
Backus, none have evoked more enthu- 
Jordan Smith whose 
“Pessimism as 


siasm than Paul 
a Spiritual 
Tonic’ was a masterpiece. Mr. Smith 
combines clear and trenchant thinking 
with the most polished oratory and the 
result is a delight and inspiration to an 
audience. the con- 
gregation was captivated by his previous 
address he has been invited to return for 
this Sunday and will speak on “Twenti- 
eth Century Debts.” 


address on 


intelligent Because 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1928 


‘‘Twentieth Century Debts” 
Address by Paul Jordan Smith 


- - 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 10 A.M. 
The Church School will assemble at 
9:50 for music, lessons and discussion. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


The subject of the first lecture in the 
new series Dr. Bullard is starting will 
be “Glands.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


“THE SILVER CORD” 

Miss Albertine Larsen, 

dramatics, will discuss and read the 

play “The Silver Cord.” This presen- 

tation is particularly timely since the 

play is now running at the Repertory 
Theater. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


The last of the discussions on Peace 
will come on Sunday when Mr. Benshi- 
mol will address the Fellowship on the 
subject, “Fighting for Peace.” 


instructor in 


INTERNATIONAL DAY 

The International Institute of the 
Y.W.C.A., 435 S. Boyle Avenue, will 
hold its Fifth Annual International Ex- 
hibit of Foreign Arts and Crafts, and 
Entertainment, on Saturday, November 
24th. The exhibit and sale of beautiful 
handcraft and delicious food from Ar- 
menia, Greece, Japan, Holland, Italy, 
Russia, Germany, Mexico, Norway, 
France and Ukrania will be held from 
10 A.M. to 6 P.M. An International 
luncheon will be served from 12 to 1 
P. M. and a buffet supper from 6 to 7:30 
P.M. At 8 o’clock an International pro- 
gram will be given by professional ar- 
tists of different nationalities. 


UNION THANKSGIVING SERVICES 

The Liberal churches of Los Angeles 
will join in Thanksgiving service at 
10:30 A.M on Thanksgiving Day, No- 
vember 29th, in Temple Emanu El, Man- 
hattan, near Wilshire. The program has 
not yet been completed but will be an- 
nounced at our service on Sunday morn- 


ing. 


SUNDAY EVENING SOCIAL 
GROUP 


The next meeting of the Sunday eve- 
ning social group will be held at six 
o’clock on December 2nd. Mrs. Samuel 
D. Aldrich will be hostess. 


EVENING MEETINGS 
On Sunday evening, December 2, at 
eight o’clock, will be held the first of a 
series of Sunday evening lectures spon- 
The 


speaker for that occasion will be Fred- 


sored by the Laymen’s League. 


erick W. Roman, a man who is well 


known among our people. His subject 


will be “Perils of American Democracy.” 


BEACON PLAYERS 


The Beacon Players will present a 
program of music and drama at eight 
o’clock Friday evening, November 23rd, 
at the home of the Misses Thompson, 
15th and Manhattan Place. The one act 
plays to be presented are “The Old Test- 
ament and the New”; “Etiquette”; and 
“The Two Sons.” Paul Fort, who has 
been connected with the Community The- 
ater of Pasadena, is directing the plays, 
and Miss Josephine Marie Dowler: is 
arranging the musical program. There 
is no admittance charge. 


DINNER-DANCE 


The Study Class is sponsoring a din- 
ner-dance to be given on Saturday eve- 
ning, December 8th. A fifty cent dinner 
will be served, a program of music and 
plays will be given and a dance will end 
the evening. Save that date, and plan 
to meet your friends here. 


DONATIONS ASKED 


The members of the Fellowship are 
asked to donate clean cast off clothing 
and canned foods for a poor family for 
Thanksgiving. Contributions should be 
brought to church Sunday morning. 
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from Saul to Paul—who founded the 
Christian religion, a religion which, in 
spite of all its faults, has been a bless- 
ing to mankind. It was, however, the 
beginning of religion by faith rather 
than by works. Then came the great 
church councils with the inevitable dog- 
ma, and religion has been dogmatized 
ever since. It is interesting, however, 
to note that the doctrine of the infalli- 
bility of the Pope came only in the nine- 
teenth century. 

It was only after the Christian re- 
ligion had been founded that the Jews 
started to find out what their religion 
was all about, in order that they might 
know the difference between Judaism 
and Christianity. 

Everybody is a little bit religious; it 
is only a question of the degree and the 
mode of expression. Religion is man’s 
contact with something bigger than him- 
self—man’s attempt to reach out toward 
that something, and in the reaching out 
toward it, he becomes more refined, more 
sweet, more noble. If he knows dogma 
by the page and volume and he is in- 
tolerant he is not religious. But if he 
stops by the wayside to help some one, 


he is religious, and he will thereby feel 
a sense of unity with the universe that 
no amount of theology could give him. 
You cannot learn religion out of books. 
It is something innate within the human 
soul. 

God cannot be described by positive 
attributes. As an old Jewish prophet 
has said, “You cannot say what he is, 
but what he is not.” 

Religion may be felt in many ways. 
One man feels it by doing something 
kindly. Some feel it through ceremonials; 
another through insisting upon the im- 
portance of reason. Often we feel it in 
the presence of nature; sometimes in the 
presence of music. Some find it by com- 
ing in contact with great natural phe- 
nomena—not by a consideration of the 
great genius that could create such—but 
because of the beauty of color, the ma- 
jesty of line and form. 

No, the great geniuses of religion never 
preached dogma. 
to one people at one time, but to all peo- 
ple at all times, and all we need is the 
spirit to feel it. 

There are two different phases—the 
spiritual or emotional, and the intellec- 
tual. If we become too emotional we 
become silly. If too intellectual we try 
to rationalize what cannot be rational- 
ized. What we must have is a union 
of the two. The religion of the future 
will be a balance between common sense 
and emotion. Religion is not dead—it 
is about to be born. 


Revelation comes not 


The purpose of this church is the en- 
richment of the individual life and the 
perfection of the social order. It wel- 
comes to its membership all who wish to 
co-operate in making a world which shall 
be enlightened by knowledge, guided by 
reason and animated by geodwill. 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
a. “Jubilate Deo” 
b. “Meditation” from “Thais’.. 
HapSode tae Cab aOsGE Massenet 
Mrs. Chick 


ak knit Silver 


Hymn, “A Noble Life, a Simple Faith.” 
Number 2. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Organ Interlude. 


Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Fughetta”....Lemare 
Solo, “Love Ye the Lord”. Adapted 
tO Lar PO eect eases eee Handel 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “Twentieth Century Debts.” 
Paul Jordan Smith 


Hymn, “When Thy Heart with Joy 
O’erflowing.’ Number 41. 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 


THE TELESCOPE 


The telescope will be available on 
Sunday evening between six thirty and 
nine for all those who wish to use it. 
Jupiter and other objects will be shown. 

On Monday night, November 26th, 
there will be a total eclipse of the moon. 
Any who are interested in seeing 
this eclipse are invited to the home of 
Mr. Wade, 465 N. Lake Street, where 
there will be two telescopes and a pair 
of binoculars available. The eclipse be- 
gins at 11:24 P.M. and totality obtains 


at 12:33 A.M. 


Visitors are invited to make themselves 
known to members of the congregation 
and to sign the visitor’s register which 
is in the vestibule of the church. 


NEXT SUNDAY 


Howard B. Bard, minister of the First 
Unitarian Church and Director of the 
Community Center in San Diego, will be 
the speaker on Sunday morning, De- 
cember 2nd. His subject will be an- 
nounced later. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


There will be no meeting of the Alli- 
ance November 29th as that is Thanks- 
giving Day. 

At the November business meeting of 
the Alliance it was voted that the ba- 
zaar be given up because of the fact 
that the burden of preparation and dis- 
posal of articles would entail endless 
labor on the part of a very few. 

In order that the treasury would not 
feel the of money which would 
naturally come from such a source it 
was voted that the members subscribe 
to what is known as the “Calendar 
Plan,” or a penny a day for the Alli- 


loss 


ance. 

Since the General Alliance calls for 
the annual report in April, our Alliance 
must audits its books in April. Conse- 
quently the full amount of $3.65 should 
be in not later than April Ist. (The 
fiscal year of the Alliance is from May 
Ist, 1928, to April 20th, 1929.) 

The members who have been follow- 
ing the plan by the monthly payments 
will continue to pay in the same way. 
Those who desire to pay monthly and 
as yet have not paid are now in arrears 
since April, 1928. Members who prefer 
to pay the full amount of $3.65 in one 
payment may do so. Any method of 
payment which meets the individual de- 
sire is acceptable. Kindly send Mrs. F. 
F. Temple, 2677 San Marino Street, the 
money, as she will have charge of this 
fund. 
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TWENTIETH CENTURY DEBTS 


One cannot escape the use of plati- 
tudes when speaking of the debts of the 
twentieth century; but what are plati- 
tudes if not the constantly reiterated 
truths of the ages that have not yet been 
made a part of life. All men realize 
that we are fragments of a great tissue, 
interdependent parts of a vast whole, 
and that neither the sun nor the earth 
nor any period of time is sufficient unto 
itself. The inventions and discoveries 
of any age are but the fruition of things 
that have happened previously. Our cen- 
tury and its achievements are depend: 
ent on all time that has gone before. 
We realize this, but have we made it a 
part of our life? 


Pride of country, pride of achievement, 
has led us to boast of our self-reliance, 
and yet we have only to examine the facts 
to see clearly that all modern discoveries 
and inventions are based on something 
in the past. It is hard to estimate how 
much we owe to our remote forefathers, 
to the great students and discoverers all 
down the ages, and to the immediately 
preceding generation, in spite of its Vic- 
torianisms, its sentimentalism. Men like 
Darwin and Spencer have indelibly im- 
pressed themselves 
and there are many more, and not only 
in the realm of science, but in art and 
literature and philosophy. 


on our generation, 


And not only do we owe much to the 
past, but we owe much to other countries. 
Especially is this debt large in America, 
the youngest of the great nations. The 
outstanding minds of all countries are 
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contributing to our development, to our 
increase of comforts. 

It is safe to say that while these stu- 
dents and inventors did their dreaming 
and discovering, they dreamed also that 
their contribution to the world’s well- 
being was a contribution toward a hu- 
man Eutopia, a human_ brotherhood. 
Surely they did not have in mind the 
creating of more privileges and more 
markets for a few merchants and manu- 
facturers. Bertrand Russell says: “A 
science may affect human life in two 
ways; it may increase the power of 
gratifying desire, and it may have an 
effect upon the imaginative conception 
of the world.’ In so far as the first is 
true, we are not living up to our obliga- 
tions. We can pay our debt only by 
using the discoveries of science for the 


liberation of the mental and _ spiritual 
powers of mankind. 
It is necessary to consider another 


function to which science has been dedi- 
cated; to the sharpening of tooth and 
claw, to the creation of war materials, 
not for defense alone, but for the capture 
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HOWARD B. BARD 

The speaker on Sunday morning is to 
be Howard B. Bard, minister of the Uni- 
tarian Church in San Diego. Mr. Bard 
is always a welcome guest in our church 
and his many friends will want to take 
advantage of this opportunity of hearing 
him and meeting him again. His sub- 
ject will be “The Search of Science for 
the Powers of Life.” 


Address by Howard B. Bard 


Address by Frederick W, Roman 


‘“*The Search of Science for the Powers of Life” 


10:50 A.M. 


- ca 


“The Perils of American Democracy” 


o - - 


8:00 P.M, 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:50 A.M. 

After a period of singing the classes 
will go to their respective rooms for les- 
sons and discussion. 

The members of the Church School 
will enjoy a Christmas party and pro- 
gram on the afternoon of December 27th. 
The teachers would appreciate any effort 
on the part of the parents to prepare the 
children in individual numbers for the 
program. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will speak on the value 
of animal experimentation to medicine. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Margaret Sanger 

Mrs. Clara Taylor Warne will speak 
on the life and work of Margaret Sanger, 
the leader of the birth control movement 
in the United States. Mrs. Warne will 
point out the difficulties which have been 
overcome and those which are still to be 
met in this field of social endeavor. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 
The general topic for the month of 
December is “Service.” Mr. A. E. Briggs 
who is well known to the Fellowship, 
will give the first lecture on the subject 
“Ts Charity a Crime?” 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held in the 
church office on Monday evening, De- 
cember 3rd, at eight o’clock. 


DINNER-DANCE 

On Saturday evening, December 8th, 
the group of young adults which has 
been meeting Sunday evenings, will hold 
and dance. The 
Beacon Players will present two one-act 
plays. Dancing in the Community Hall 
will follow. 


a dinner informal 


Dinner will be served at six o’clock 
and the charge will be 50c. Please make 
your reservation with the church secre- 
tary before Saturday morning. 


A MESSAGE FROM MR. BACKUS 
Dear Friends: 

This process of getting well is trying 
to the patience. Each Sunday I feel sure 
that in another week I shall be able to 
announce that I am ready to return to the 
pulpit, but my progress is too slow to 
permit it. My conscience troubles me 
to be away from work so long, but I am 
made easier by the generous assurance 
of the trustees and other friends that they 
do not want me to come back until I can 
remain. I know that is the part of wis- 
dom and that a premature return would 
be disastrous, yet it is not easy to stay 
away. My thoughts are constantly with 
you and I continually resolve to repay 
your kindness and consideration during 
this period by better work than I have 
ever done before. I trust it will not be 
long until I can begin to put this resolve 
into effect. Gratefully, 

E. Burdette Backus. 


RELIGION TO ENDURE 

If religion is to endure, not as a sur- 
vival of ancient custom, but as a living 
force in the development of society, it 
must be freed from the superstitions 
which are today strangling its very life; 
it must be interpreted anew in terms of 
work and not of worship, in terms of life 
and not of belief, in terms of service 
among men and not of service before 
an altar, in terms of inward spiritual 
freedom and not of outward ecclesiasti- 
cal authority. We are needed today as 
never before—and no fear of denomina- 
tionalism, no sentimental love of church 
unity, no “mush of concession” as Emer- 
son phrased it, must be allowed to turn 
us from the task which is this day laid 
upon our shoulders. We must proclaim 
to men everywhere that here in our Lib- 
eral fold is a place where they may fol- 
low truth to its uttermost bounds, and 
still enjoy the privileges of religious 
fellowship; all we ask is that they come 
with open minds, with loving hearts, 
with helping hands and with the spirit 
of good will. 

—John H. Dietrich. 
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of world markets that a few merchants 
and manufacutrers may profit. 

It is known that 8,500,000 young men 
were killed in the Great War, and that 
scientific invention played a large part 
in the killing, but it is not generally 
known that since 1918, stout and pompous 
gentlemen have contributed largely to 
chemistry departments in our colleges, 
that young men may discover other and 
more deadly weapons and poisons with 
which to kill other young men, and that 
stout and pompous gentlemen may es- 
tablish markets and thus pile up needless 
millions for themselves. No doubt these 
gentlemen give thanks to science for this 
function. 

For this situation we ourselves are 
largely to blame. We allow such organi- 
zations as the Ku Klux Klan and the 
Better America Federation, and such 
men as Mayor Thompson and Senator 
Hefflin to represent us, to be our spokes- 
men. We allow their influencse to go 
unchallenged. It has become the style 
for the intellectuals to laugh at or to 
ignore the loud voices of the ignorant. 


With all of our achievements in sci- 
ence and invention, in literature and the 
arts, are we any nearer a_ universal 
brotherhood ? 

Sir Philip Gibbs has said: “There will 
be no hope of peace until the peoples of 
the world recognize their brotherhood 
and refuse to be led to the shambles for 
mutual massacre. If there is no hope 
for) that, if, students of life 
hold, war will always happen because 
life itself is a continual warfare, and 
one man lives only at the expense of 
another, then there is no hope, and all 
the ideals of mankind, all the dreams of 
poets and the 
are utterly vain and foolish, and pious 
men should pray God to touch this planet 
with a star and end the folly of it all.” 

In spite of much despair, there are 
dreamers, and occasionally we hear their 
challenge. They ask: must men always 
be slaves of kings or of bloated merch- 
ants and profiteers? And they continue 
to hope that the gifts of science and phil- 
osophy may be used for international wel- 
fare and for progress in knowledge, love 
and brotherhood. 

We owe vast debts to the past, and, 
because of them, we owe the future a 


as some 


sacrifices of scientists, 


more secure and lovely world. 


ALLIANCE YEAR BOOKS 
There are still many Alliance Year 
Books in the office, showing that only a 
small number of members have secured 
their books. Will you please buy your 
book as soon as possible so that we may 
meet the expense of printing? 


Who that once has seen 
How truth leads on to truth, shall ever 
dare 
To set a bound to knowledge? 
The records grow 


Unceasingly, and each new grain of 
truth 
Is packed, like radium, with whole 


worlds of light. 
—Alfred Noyes. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

10:50 A.M. 

Organ Prelude— 
a. “Vesper Hymn” 
be Sony moteelndiaaem cy ncra nei 


Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Lord of My Heart’s Elation.’ 
Number 27. 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “The Higher Law.” 
Page 52. 

Announcements. 

Organ Offertory, “Andante”... .Schubert 

Solo; “The Restless Sea”: ...5....- 

Re es 3 Bernard Hamblen 
Mr. Brandt 

Address, “The Search of Science for the 

Powers of Life.” 
Howard B. Bard 

Hymn, “The Indwelling God.” 
14. 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 


Number 


RADIO 

The usual broadcasting over KNX is 
being done during Mr. Backus’ absence 
and this Sunday evening at 6:30 Mr. 
A. E. Briggs will speak on “Religion 
and the Good Life.” 

We are indebted to Mr. Macdonald 
of the Santa Monica Unitarian Church 
and to Mr. McCall of this church for 
radio service on different occasions. 


THE TELESCOPE. 

During the period of the evening lec- 
tures the telescope will be available be- 
tween six thirty and eight o’clock. Ju- 
piter is the interesting of the 
heavenly bodies at present. 


SUNDAY EVENING SOCIAL 
MEETING 
Mrs. Samuel D. Alrich will be hostess 
at the Sunday evening social meeting on 
December 2nd. This is an informal 
gathering at which supper is served and 
all young adults are invited. 


most 


NEXT SUNDAY 

We take great pleasure in announcing 
that the speaker for Sunday morning, 
December 9th, is to be Frank Tannen- 
baum, a member of the staff of the In- 
stitute of Economics and Politics at 
Washington. Mr. Tannenbaum is at 
present making a study of the work of 
the late Thomas Mott Osborne, famous 
warden of Sing Sing Prison. His subject 
will be “An Experiment in Making Bad 
Men Good.” 


EVENING LECTURES 

The first of a series of lectures spon- 
sored by the Laymen’s League will be 
given on Sunday evening, December 2nd, 
Dr. Frederick W. Ro- 
Director of the Social Science 
Forum, and a well known speaker will 
open the course. His subject will be 
“Perils of American Democracy.” 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

Mrs. Nell Brooker Mayhew will be 
the luncheon speaker on Thursday, De- 
cember 6th. She will give an art and 
travel talk “Across America.” It is 
hoped that members will make reserva- 
tions for this luncheon so that Mrs. Lyon 
may know how to plan. 

The Board meeting will be held at 
11:30, and the regular monthly business 
meeting will follow the luncheon at which 
time chairmen of committees will give 
reports. 

The chairman of Ways and Means 
Committee for December is Mrs. Stella 
Wright. There will be a sales table 
which will provide an opportunity for 
members to select desirable gifts for 
Christmas. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers for December 2nd are in 
memory of Miss Cordelia Kirkland. 


at eight o'clock. 
man, 


= 
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THE SEARCH OF SCIENCE 
FOR THE POWERS OF LIFE 


“The Day After Tomorrow,” a recent 
book by Phillip Gibbs, gives us a start- 
ling and prophetically suggestive picture 
of our world, when some of the latest 
discoveries of science become a part of 
every-day life. Today in vast experi- 
mental laboratories, men of science are 
delving deep into the mysteries of the 
world and human experience, seeking to 
solve many problems, and they are anx- 
iously asking themselves whether hu- 
manity can be trusted with the powers 
that are being discovered. Although it 
appears to the lay mind that the scientist 
deals only with material values he is 
really concerned with discoveries that 
are to change the whole basis of human 
life and relations. This becomes clear 
when we examine the history of past 
scientific discoveries. The man who dis- 
covered fire changed his whole world. 
Likewise the men who discovered steam, 
electricity, the gas engine—each in turn 
speeded up manufacture, travel, life 
itself, forcing new adjustments upon all 
humanity. Not ‘tthe statesman or the 
philosopher, but the inventor, the discov- 
erer, is responsible for the changes of 
life’s customs. 

But, we are told, the discoveries of 
steam and electricity and the gas engine, 
with their many dependent inventions, 
which have changed so many of the rela- 
tions and customs of life, are as nothing 
compared with the changes that are to 
come in the next few years. The youth 
of today will have to make a thousand 
adjustments that we in our youth never 


Mr. Frank Tannenbaum , 
“The New 
Prof. A. E. Briggs ’ 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1928 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1928 
“An Experiment in Making Bad Men Good" 


Philosophies” 


No 14 


dreamed of. The coming of the air age 
alone will make many inevitable changes. 
Among them the disappearance of na- 
tionalism. 

Many and startling are the outcomes 
of certain experiments which bring with- 
in the realm of possibility almost unbe- 
lievable discoveries and inventions. Be- 
cause of the rapidly decreasing food 
supply, in proportion to the increase of 
population, scientists are working upon 
a method whereby we can contact the 
power of life at its source rather than 
by means of animal and vegetable life. 
A dream—yes, but also a_ prophecy. 
Scientists are saying that every object 


(Continued on page 3) 


FRANK TANNENBAUM 


To the readers of the Atlantic Month- 
ly, the name of our speaker on Sunday 
is already familiar because of his arti- 
cles on prison conditions. He was asso- 
ciated with Thomas Mott Osborne and 
is at present engaged in writing an ac- 
count of the achievement of the famous 
warden of Sing Sing Prison. He has 
the correspondence of Mr. Osborne and 
the men in prison, or released prisoners, 
as a basis for his work. His address 
Sunday, as the title suggests, will be 
drawn from this material. Mr. Tannen- 
baum is now a member of the staff of 
the Institute of Economics at Washing- 
ton, for which he has made an intensive 
study of conditions in Mexico. He has 
published a book on this subject under 
the title of “The Mexican Agrarian 
Revolution.” 


10:50 A.M. 


8:00 P.M. 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A.M. 


The music for the Church School dur- 
ing the month of December will consist 
of the familiar Christmas songs. ‘These 
will be used at the Christmas party and 
program on the afternoon of December 
27th. Parents are urged to prepare the 
children for some part in this program. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Misapplied Psychology.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


“A Socialist’s Criticism of the Present 
Social Order” will be the topic for dis- 
cussion in the Study Class. Mr. Levin 
will lead the forum. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Two interesting discussions will take 
place in the Fellowship on Sunday morn- 
ing. The first question will be, “Can 
a successful business be based on the idea 
of service?” Ed Bode will speak for 
the affirmative and Bertha Jackson for 
the negative. 


The second question is, “Among life’s 
aims what place should be given to serv- 
ice?” This will be discussed by Faith 
Evans and Waldo Ruess. 


THE SATURDAY EVENING DINNER- 
DANCE 


There is yet time for you to make 
your reservation for the dinner on Satur- 
day night, Dec. 8th. Service will begin 
at six o’clock and the charge will be 
50c. After dinner the Beacon Players 
present two one-act plays which 
will be very and dancing 
will follow the program. This is to be a 
most informal affair and the young adult 
group which is sponsoring it hope that 
many will take this opportunity of show- 
ing their interest in the social activities 
of the church. Phone your reservation 
DUnkirk 4683. 


will 
interesting, 


mow, 


THE TIDE OF FAITH 


So Faith is strong 

Only when we are strong, shrinks when 
we shrink; 

It comes when music stirs us, and the 
chords, 

Moving on some grand climax, shake 
our souls 

With influx new that makes new ener- 
gies. 

It comes in swellings of the heart and 
tears 

That rise at noble and at gentle deeds. 

It comes in moments of heroic love, 

Unjealous joy in joy not made for us; 

In conscious triumph of the good within, 

Making us worship goodness that re- 
bukes. 

Even our failures are a prophecy, 

Even our yearnings and our bitter tears 

After that fair and true we cannot grasp. 

Presentiment of better things on earth 

Sweeps in with every force that stirs our 
souls 

Yo admiration, self-renouncing love. 

—George Eliot. 


THE LAMP OF LIFE 
Always we are following a light, 
Always the light recedes; with groping 
hands 
We stretch toward this glory, while the 


lands 

We journey through are hidden from 
our sight 

Dim and mysterious, folded deep in 
night, 

We care not, all our utmost need de- 
mands 

Is but the light, the light! So still it 
stands 


Surely our own if we exert our might. 
Fool! Never can’st thou grasp this fleet- 
ing gleam 
Its glowing flame would die if it were 
caught, 
Its value is that it doth always seem 
But just a little farther on. Distraught, 
But lighted ever onward, we are brought 
Upon our way unknowing, in a dream. 
—Amy Lowell. 
If there be any happiness on earth, 
It springs from truth alone, the truth we 
live 
In act and thought. 
—Alfred Noyes. 
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has its own sound as well as color and 
form, and that it is possible to translate 
this into understandable terms by means 
of an instrument. They are saying that 
the vibrations set up by mental activity 
become one with indestructible force, and 
that in the future it may be possible for 
us to reconstruct the vast activities of the 
past. 

These things and many others, are 
being discovered by the scientists through 
their experiments in the realm of physics. 
But they are also discovering many 
things about the mental powers and ca- 
pacities of the men and women who are 
destined to utilize the discoveries. And 
they are asking whether their discov- 
eries and inventions will tend to produce 
greater vision and comfort and brother- 
hood among the people of the earth, or 
greater slavery and distress. There is 
a widespread and _ profound feeling 
among scientists that the outcome de- 
pends upon the moral and spiritual de- 
velopment of the individual. Bertrand 
Russell says: “Men sometimes speak as 
though the progress of science must nec- 


essarily be a boon to mankind, but that, 
I fear, is one of the comfortable nine- 
teenth-century delusions which our more 
disillusioned age must discard. Science 
enables the holders of power to realize 
their purpose more fully than they other- 
wise could do. If their purposes are 
good, this is a gain; if they are evil, it 
is a loss. In the present age it seems 
that the purposes of the holders of power 
are in the main evil.” 

And the scientists of today are truly 
concerned with this situation. They 
realize that they are on the verge of 
making discoveries that can create a 
heaven on earth—or a hell. 

“Human ideals,’ says Professor Sod- 
dy, “have not progressed to keep pace 
with the growth of science. They are 
ideals that cannct exist with science 
without wrecking the world.” 

The conclusion is forced upon us that 
men and women of intelligent groups 
must help to use these new energies and 
powers for constructive rather than de- 
structive ends. It is a _ responsibility 
greater than any yet put upon man in the 
history of the world. Whether science 
shall furnish the means for a greater 
and more unified civilization, or whether 
it shall be the avenue of the world’s 
destruction, depends upon the influence 
of intelligent individuals today. 


No truth so sublime but it may be 


trivial tomorrow in the light of new 


thoughts. People wish to be settled, but 
only as far as they are unsettled is there 
any hope for them. Life is a series of 
surprises. We do not guess today the 
mood, the pleasure, the power of tomor- 
row, when we are building up our be- 
ing. Of lower states—of acts of routine 
and sense—we can tell somewhat; but 
of God, the 


growths and universal movements of the 


the masterpieces total 


soul, He hideth; they are incalculable.— 


Emerson. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude—a. “Prelude” ........ Wely 
b. Overture to “Loh- 
eNorin see Wagner 
Mrs. Chick 


Hymn, “Streams of Love’ Number 52. 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Organ Interlude. 


Quartet, “Festival Te Deum in 


BaF lati eee ee eee eee, Dudley Buck 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Sunday Morning at 
Ghonvitfees eee eee Bendel 
Quartet, “Sanctus” from St. Cecelia’s 
IM ass ign eea ee ee eel Gounod 


Address, “An Experiment in Making 
Bad Men Good.” 
Mr. Frank Tannenbaum. 


Hymn, “A Word and a Deed,’ Num- 
ber 63. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


INTRODUCING NEW MUSICIANS 


made ar- 
rangements for a quartet for the month 
The soprano is Miss Lil- 
lian Wilson; the contralto, Mrs. Mar- 
guerite Johnson; the tenor, Robert 
Tracey Cheatham and Mr. Brandt, who 
has been our soloist since September, is 
the baritone. 
tet are all musicians of wide experience 


The music committee has 


of December. 


The members of the quar- 


and will be able to give a very superior 
class of church music. 

The committee has engaged the serv- 
ices of this quartet for the month of De- 
cember only, and it will depend upon the 
congregation whether or not they will be 
retained. Mr. Brandt 
your opinion of the music and welcomes 
suggestions as to selections for the Sun- 
day morning services. 


wants to hear 


THE TELESCOPE 
Every Sunday evening between 
thirty and eight the telescope is open to 
visitors. 


six- 


MR. BACKUS TO RETURN 

Mr. Backus will conduct the service on 
Sunday morning, December 9th, and will 
speak the following Sunday. We are de- 
lighted to welcome him after his long ab- 
sence and expect to co-operate with him 
in every way possible to the end that 
his gain in health may be permanent. 


SUNDAY EVENING LECTURE 

Professor A. E. Briggs, editor and in- 
structor of the Philosophy course of the 
Commuters School, is to be the speaker 
on Sunday evening, December 9th, at 8 
o’clock. This is the second of a series 
of lectures sponsored by the Laymen’s 
League. Mr. Briggs’ subject will be 
“The New Philosophies” and he will dis- 
cuss the new spirit as expressed by Berg- 
son, Bertrand Russell, Croce, Santyana 
and Dewey. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

Thursday, December 13th, is Social 
Service Day, and the women of the Al- 
asked to meet with Mrs. 
Brewer in the at ten 
Each one brings lunch on sew- 
ing day and a picnic table is spread in 
the dining room at 12:30. Coffee is served 
from the kitchen. 

The attention of the members of the 
“calendar dues.” 
Please pay them as soon as possible. 

NEXT SUNDAY 


Mr. Backus will be in the pulpit on 
Sunday morning, December 16th. 

At six o’clock the young adult group 
will meet for supper and an informal 
Miss Ida Kizler will be 
hostess for the evening. 

At eight o’clock the third of the series 
of Sunday evening lectures will be given 
by George Stone, director of Visual Edu- 
cation Service and the author and pro- 
ducer of “How Life Begins” and other 
famous biological films. This will be an 
illustrated lecture on “Recent Develop- 
ments in Visual Education.” The pub- 
lic is cordially invited. 


liance are 


sewing room 


o’clock. 


Alliance is called to 


social time. 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1928 


INOfeLD: 


AN EXPERIMENT IN MAKING BAD 
MEN GOOD 


The work of the late Thomas Mott 
Osborne, warden of Sing Sing Prison, 
has become known as one of the greatest 
human experiments on record. It has 
been both highly praised and _ severely 
criticized, but those who are familia1 
with the outstanding results of the ex- 
periment cannot say enough in its favor. 

In order to understand the almost in- 
credible story, one must have in mind a 
picture of prison conditions existing at 
Sing Sing before Mr. Osborne began his 
work, and this may be considered typical 
of penitentiaries throughout the country. 

Inside the huge pile of stone which 
constitutes the usual prison, is the cell- 
block. This contains from six to eight 
hundred cells arranged side by side and 
one on top of another about six cells 
high. Each cell is perhaps three feet 
four inches wide, seven feet long and 
seven feet high. The windowless walls 
are cold and damp and the cells are often 
vermin-ridden. The prisoners are, for 
the most part, young men from eighteen 
to thirty years of age. These young 
men have lived reckless lives, most of 
them, and now, for the period of their 
prison term, their only friends and as- 
sociates are men who also have lived 
reckless lives. 

Surrounding these men is a penal sys- 
tem that is organized with one dominat- 
ing idea, to prevent the escape of any of 
the eighteen hundred or two thousand 
men—men who are desperate, and who 
are continually hoping and planning es- 
A man may be going insane from 


cape. 


Dr. Frederick W. Roman s 


Mr. George Stone ’ , 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1928 
“The Message of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle to our Twentieth Century” 


“Recent Development in Visual Education” 


the confinement, or he may be acquiring 
a communicable disease, but no one cares; 
the system is not disturbed. But let one 
man escape and the whole institution is 
in an uproar; immediate and organized 
efforts are made to catch him. 


The result of this is the all-pervad- 
ing business of spying. The guards are 
set to spy on the prisoners; certain pris- 
oners are ordered to watch the others, 
and deputies of the warden must watch 
the guards, for prison guards are no- 
toriously subject to bribery. 


Added to this is a series of rules and 
regulations which are practically im- 
possible to live up to. Prisoners must 
not commit malicious mischief, they must 
not use profanity, must not communicate 
with each other at meal times, in line, 
or after certain hours; they must get out 
of bed promptly, and into bed promptly; 
they must observe a large number of 
rules of cleanliness and order; and so on, 
through an endless and absurd list. 
Punishments for infringement vary from 
deprivation of the weekly or monthly 
letter-writing privilege, to solitary con- 
finement on bread and water, possibly 
chained to the wall, with only the stone 
floor on which to sit or lie. 

With all this, the place necessarily be- 
comes tense and seething with emotion. 


(Continued on page 3) 


DR. FREDERICK W. ROMAN 


Dr. Roman will be the speaker on Sun- 
day morning. Mr. Backus had hoped to 
be able to be present but found that he 
had not yet gained enough strength. 


10:50 A.M. 
Iiustrated Lecture 


- . - 


. - - 


8:00 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A.M. 


Great interest is being shown in the 
party and program to be held on the af- 
ternoon of the 27th. Any child who can 
contribute a number to this program is 
invited to do so, and it will help the 
teachers if parents will prepare the chil- 
dren at home. A certain amount of time 
each Sunday morning is given over to 
the music for this program. Regular 
classes are being held as usual. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Eye 
—Physical and Spiritual.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 

Mrs. Snow Longley Housh will speak 
on “E. A. Robinson, a Modern New 
England Poet.” Mrs. Housh will be re- 
membered by the Study Class for the 
reading of her own poetry last year. 
Robinson is considered by many critics 
to be the outstanding twentieth century 
American poet. Mrs. Housh’s interpre- 
tation will be most interesting. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


The Fellowship has been fortunate in 
securing for their speaker on Sunday 
morning, Dr. E. P. Ryland, Executive 
Secretary of the Los Angeles Church 
Federation. His subject will be “Social 
Service in Los Angeles.” 


THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 


The Christian Register is offering an in- 
troductory rate to new readers—5 months 
for $1.00. This offer closes the 15th of 
December, but received our 
announcement so late they will probably 
receive subscriptions from us after that 
date. Dr. Louis C. Cornish, President 
of the American Unitarian Association, 
says, “The Register is a cohesive force 
binding us together—our medium of ex- 
change—our trade journal—our voices 
raised in remonstrance, in appeal and in 
good cheer.” 


since we 


Mrs. J. H. Faulk will be ready to re- 
ceive your subscription at the close of the 
service on Sunday morning, or you may 
mail it to the church office. 


CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


West Side Church in New York and 
this church still keep account of attend- 
ance and following is the report for Oc- 
tober and November: 


New York Los Angeles 


October 7" 3. 22 -.¢o.eee td 382 
October 147.32... 489 457 
October: 21) eee eee 445 406 
October 28" .c.22 an eee 373 315 
1751 1560 
Making an average of 438 for New 
York and of 390 for Los Angeles. 
November 4 <> o20008 370 338 
November 11 ........ S17, 284 
November 18 ........ 399 385 
November 2532s eeee 283 386 
1369 1393 


Giving Los Angeles an average of 348 
and New York 343 for November. It 
seems that November was not a good 
month for church attendance either on the 
Atlantic or the Pacific Coast. The at- 
tendance contest will close with the 
month of December. 


THE RADIO 


The Board of Trustees at the last 
meeting voted to discontinue the radio 
service after the first of January. There 
has not been sufficient response during 
the last few months to justify the ex- 
pense of the broadcast, and especially 
since the rate has been increased by one 
third. 

We will, however, be on the air on 
Sunday evening, December 16th, at 6:30, 
when Mr. Macdonald of the Unitarian 
Church of Santa Monica will speak; and 
on the evening of the 30th, Berkeley B. 
Blake, Unitarian Field Secretary, will 
give the address. 
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A prison riot is a vast out-break of shout- 
ing, screeching hysteria, which lasts until 
the men are exhausted. The whole at- 
mosphere tends to create men who are in- 
evitably worse when they get out than 
when they came. Seventy percent of all 
prisoners have been in prison before or 
will be again. 

Thomas Mott Osborne, well educated, 
successful in business and prominent po- 
litically, gradually became conscious of 
the utter stupidity of the system. His 
work in connection with the George 
Junior Republic led him to consider the 
possibility of doing something of the 
kind with the prison system. During an 
illness when he was about fifty years old 
he read a book called “My Life in 
Prison,” by Lowrie. It made such an 
impression on the man that as soon as 
he was well enough he asked the gov- 
ernor of New York to appoint him chair- 
man of a prison investigating committee, 
and, in the face of great ridicule, he be- 
came a voluntary inmate of Sing Sing 
prison for one week. His fellow pris- 
oners were told what he was doing, and 
during working hours he had an oppor- 
tunity to talk to them privately, but 
nothing was made any easier for him 
than for any prisoner in the place. He 
became the pal of the prisoners, and 
when his week was up he called for a 
convention of prisoners, delegates being 
elected by vote. This was, of course, 
without precedent in the history of penal 
institutions; forty-nine prisoners in the 
chapel—without guards—discussing their 


prison affairs, making suggestions, de- 
cisions, plans. Later the whole prison 
was seething—with ideas for organiza: 
tion. One prisoner stated the case just 
as it had appealed to Thomas Mott Os- 
borne. “If a man starts a fight,” he 
said, “when the prison is organized as a 
regular community, he not only gets the 
guards against him, but he gets all of 
the rest of us against him.” 

A few weeks later fourteen hundred 
men marched into the chapel without 
guards, except those of their own elec- 
tion. There music, conversation, 
speeches, applause. Then they marched 
back to their cells. On Monday there 
was a conspicuous lack of the usual Mon- 
day fighting and disorder which had 
always been the result of idle Sundays. 

The community organized. 
Trouble-makers were punished by the or- 
ganization. Committees were appointed 
on athletics, music, food, sanitation, to 
take charge of the decoration of the 
graves of Jews, to take charge of the 
decoration of the graves of Italians .. . 

As time went on the organization be- 
came more and more integrated. An em- 
ployment bureau was organized for men 
after they had served their time, with 
references from their fellow-prisoners! 
Good references were contingent upon 
the chance of the man being a credit to 
the organization. Under the old system 
the third or fourth termer was the most 
important of individuals, but under the 
new system his presence was greatly re- 
sented, as it jeopardized the chances of 
all the rest getting established when they 
should have served their allotted time. 
Under the old system there was cheering 
when a prisoner escaped; under the new 


was 


was 


system there was cheering when he was 
brought back. They came to look upon 
the prison as an educational institution. 

Personal testimony and thousands of 
letters received by Thomas Mott Os- 
borne prove beyond question that the ex- 
periment was a success, that its regener- 
ating effect upon the after-lives of the 
prisoners was real, and in most cases, 
lasting. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude— 
au SPrelude?e seca se ee tees ote Remaud 
b. “Nocturne” from “Midsummer 


Night’s Dream” ....Mendelssohn 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Saviours”. Number 22 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Organ Interlude. 
Quartet, ““Uhe Old) Road?e3-....« Scott 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “To the Rising Sun” 
yee erate imine tae wares letees Torjussen 
Quartet) Lhem Lost. Chord decree ei 
sdphahs cassette Whe one aot Sullivan Brewer 
Address, “The Message of Socrates, 


Plato and Aristotle to our Twentieth 
Century.” 
Dr. Frederick W. Roman 
Hymn, “Let There be Light.” 
26. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Number 


NEXT SUNDAY 

The program for the service on Sun- 
day morning, December 23rd, will be en- 
tirely in keeping with Christmas. Ber- 
keley B. Blake, Unitarian Field Secre- 
tary for the Pacific Coast, will be the 
speaker and he has chosen for his sub- 
ject “The Child and the Hope of the 
World.” ‘The quartet will give several 
Christmas numbers. 

In the evening at 8 o’clock Mr. Alfred 
Benshimol, our Church School director, 
and Principal of the Polytechnic Eve- 
ning High School, will give the address 
for the Laymen’s League, using as _ his 
subject “The Place of Religion in Edu- 
cation.” 

FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The Fellowship will have a Christmas 
dinner and social evening on Thursday, 
December 20th. Dinner will be served 
at seven o’clock and the charge will be 


50c. Great preparations are being made 
to evidence the true Christmas spirit and 
you are invited to join in the festivities 
Reservations for dinner must be made by 
Wednesday morning, December 19th. 
Phone Eleanor Merriam, FItzroy 3400, 
or the church office, DUnkirk 4683. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FOR SUNDAY EVENING 
December 16th 


The young adult group will meet for 
supper at six o’clock and afterwards 
will enjoy an informal social time. Im- 
portant plans for this group are to be 
discussed, so everyone should be pres- 
ent to have a part in the future of the 
organization. Miss Ida Kizler will be 
hostess. 

At eight o’clock Mr. George Stone, di- 
rector of Visual Education Service will 
give an illustrated lecture on “Recent 
Developments in Visual Education.” The 
public is cordially invited to this lecture. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

Members of the Alliance who have 
birthdays in December celebrate 
them at luncheon on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 20th, at 12:30. Unless reservations 
are made for regular luncheons the Alli- 
ance suffers financially and Mrs. Lyon 
is unable to do justice to either herself 
or to you. Please phone your reserva- 
tion to the church office by Wednesday 
noon if possible. 

The International committee will meet 
at 11 o’clock on the 20th. The subject 
for discussion will be Great Britain. 

At two o’clock a program appropriate 
to Christmas will be given. Mrs. Flor- 
ence Rowe has arranged the music and 
Miss Belle Smith will be the principal 
speaker, giving a description of the city 
of Florence and her Christmas experi- 
ences there. Other women of the Alli- 
ance who have seen Christmas in differ- 
ent lands will give short talks. 

Mrs. Wright will again have on sale 
Christmas gifts, Christmas greens and all 
kinds of good food for your Christmas 
dinner. You are invited to bring dona- 
tions for the sales. 


will 
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CHRISTMAS: THE UNIVERSAL 
SYMPHONY 


Let now your hearts burst forth in 
praise of the eternal love which is the 
Let us 
recognize the necessity which makes us 
brothers. Through age-long centuries of 
subtle influence man’s inner life was 
formed by a living world in its own like- 
ness. Living, the world was beautiful, 
and being beautiful it planted in the 
human heart the urge for unity. When 
thus the Great Harmony poured its sub- 
stance of beauty into the human temple 
the need for brotherhood was established 
in man’s innermost soul, as the artist’s 
quest. We are builders of the universal 
city and the stuff of which its gleaming 
towers are building is forged of loyal 
hearts on the anvil of sound thinking. 


heritage of every human soul. 


We have read the record of man as he 
emerged out of the last vague dawn of 
the infinite yesteryears. He was a social 
being then, and shall be evermore. Be- 
cause it is the world that has made him 
and not man himself, the heart of man 
demands unity of the spirit in the bonds 
of peace. The world teaches us and our 
inner life requires that we walk in one 
true way of life. That way is the hero- 
trod highway of peace on earth, good 
will to men. 

Good Will, not descended from the 
supernatural heavens but springing forth 
from the natural heart, is then the gold- 
en thread which weaves into one great 
fellowship the whole human family. Be- 


neath all man-made barriers a yet more 
enduring link exists. Never has the re- 
velation of that eternal bond been con- 
fined to sect, or prophet, or race. Jesus 
taught the way of love so vividly that 
many harkened. But so also did Con- 
fucious and the Buddha teach. This 
in the sublime testimony of their lives; 
deeper than the theologies and symbols 
which half reveal and half conceal, is 
the one life from which flows man’s love 
for man. If minds and methods change 
Christmastide may yet grow into a uni- 
versal festival. of the heart. Peace, the 
one ideal uniting one humanity will trans- 
fuse every myth and miracle into a liy- 
ing faith. 

Goodwill is not enough, however. It 
must be enlightened. When disciplined 
by reason it becomes a force greater than 
violence. The meaning of Christmas be- 
comes not less but more as the new learn- 
ing dispels the sultry clouds of super- 
stition. Goodwill, enlightened by the 
torch of truth kept burning through the 
patient work of laboratory and study is 
the hope of the modern world. To be 
hard-hearted is a weakness. But weaker 
still is love without wisdom. 


A Tchaikowsky Symphony tells us of 
the struggle between Fate and man’s 
desire for happiness. Brotherhood is 
man’s Fate. All the long weary upward 
struggle has been the effort of man to 
recognize that fact. It has been the grop- 
ing through an original stupidity towards 


(Continued on page 3) 


Berkeley B. Blake 


- . 


Organ Recital by William J. Kraft of U. C. L. A. - 
“The Place of Religion in Educatio 


Alfred L. Benshimol , 
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“The Child and the Hope of the World” 
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” 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A.M. 


being perfected for the 
Christmas party to be held on the after- 
noon of December 27th in the social hall. 
All the children of the Church School 
and their parents are cordially invited to 
attend this party and join in making it a 
long-to-be-remembered affair. A most in- 
teresting program will be given at two 
o’clock. 


Plans are 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “The Ear—Physical and 
Spiritual.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


There will be no regular speaker for 
the Study Class this. week, but an inter- 
esting and timely subject for discussion 
will be presented by Mrs. Marion C. 
Bruner. Announcement of the subject 
will be made at the meeting. Members 
will have an opportunity to express their 
individual views. Absolute freedom of 
speech is guaranteed. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 
Mr. Alfred Benshimol will speak to 
the Fellowship on the subject ‘The 
Greatest Servant of All.” Service is the 
general topic for discussion this month, 
and all of the talks 
phases of it. 


deal with certain 


ANNUAL MEETING 


January 15th is the date for the Annual 
Dinner and Business Meeting of this 
church. Mark that date on your calendar 
now and plan to attend, for, judging 
from plans already well under way, this 
will be the most interesting Annual Meet- 
ing in the history of the church. Tickets 
will soon be on sale. Secure yours early 
as there will be a limited number. De- 
tails of the program will be published 
at an early date. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the way of freedom and fraternity. Per- 
haps the time is very near when the 
whole world will confess that the peace 
lover, after all, has been the wise and 
practical man, and the war-makers, these 
self-styled hard-headed men, have been 
shortsighted and stupid. 


When will 
come? 


the Universal Christmas 
Not through a superficial “con- 
version” of the non-Christian world 
a name upon others but 
leaves unchanged at home and abroad 
those wayward habits and persistent at- 
Not 
through exploitation of any weaker race 
or brother, shall that day come. But 
through the exchange of knowledge 
wedded to kindliness shall man himself 
achieve a Great Harmony in which the 
nations with blended individuality shall 
live together in peace. Then shall the 
cannons be silenced and the making of 
poison gas and battleships pause, not for 
just a day, but forever. Then shall man, 
released from fruitless struggles, give 
himself to creative living. — Edward 
Henry. Wilson, Minister of the First 
Unitarian Church, Dayton, Ohio. 


which forces 


titudes which set man upon man. 


PERSONALS 


Mr. H. M. Binford is suffering from 
the after-effects of an attack of flu. He 
has been unable to be at work for a 
couple of weeks and it will probably be 
some time longer before he is out. 


Mrs. R. C. Gillis, who but recently 
returned from her trip in the east, is 
confined to her home by illness. 


Miss Harriet Spalding is spending the 
holidays with a niece at Dallas, Texas. 


Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Brewer who 
have been enjoying an extended visit in 
the east, are leaving New York the day 
after Christmas and expect to arrive in 
Los Angeles around the first of the year. 
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MR. HODGIN TO COME TO 
LOS ANGELES 

It is with keen regret that we make 
the announcement that Mr. Backus must 
be away from the pulpit for another 
three months. He is gaining, but very 
slowly, and in order that he may be as- 
sured of a complete recovery, arrange- 
ments have been made for him to have 
this additional time away from his work. 
Mr. Backus is already at Laguna Beach 
and Mrs. Backus and the children will 
go down the first of January to remain 
until April. 

The Board of Trustees feel very fortu- 
nate in being able to secure as supply 
for the months of January, February 
and March, Rev. E. Stanton Hodgin, 
former minister of this church. Mr. 
Hodgin’s friends and asquaintances will 
welcome the opportunity to greet him 
and hear him again, and those who are 
new in the congregation since 1920 have 
a rare treat in store, for Mr. Hodgin is 
recognized as one of tthe outstanding 
ministers of the Unitarian Fellowship, a 
man with a keen mind, and a splendid 
speaker. He will occupy the pulpit the 
first Sunday of 1929, January 6th. 


SUNDAY EVENING LECTURE 

Mr. Alfred Benshimol is to be the 
speaker on Sunday evening, December 
23rd. Mr. Benshimol has been for some 
time principal of the Polytechnic Evening 
High School, but has recently been elected 
principal of the Belmont High School. 
He is also director of our Church School, 
and is qualified to discuss the subject 


“The Place of Religion in Education.” 
Preceding the lecture Mr. William J. 

Kraft, lecturer in music at the University 

of California at Los Angeles, will give a 


half hour organ recital. His program 


follows: 
Marche Religieuse................ Guilmant 
MEST Ste re cls eit oe e, Wheeldon 
DU De CONICS Mirren 2a Shelley 
Sonomote briumphesns Kraft 
[ORIEN (oh lee ies ee Kraft 


Hallelujah Chorus 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

There will be no sewing done on the 
27th of December, but all the members 
of the Alliance are invited to the chil- 
dren’s Christmas party in the afternoon 
at two o’clock. A good program by the 
children will be given and members of 
the Alliance experienced 
Christmas in other lands will have inter- 
esting stories to tell. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 
The dinner of the 
League will be given on the evening of 
December 28th. Because of Christmas 
festivities the day has been changed to 
Friday. Both the men and women of the 
congregation are invited and you are 
asked to make your reservations at the 
church office before Thursday noon, De- 
cember 27th. The speaker is to be an- 
nounced. 


who have 


next Laymen’s 


NEXT SUNDAY 
Mr. Berkeley B. Blake will again oc- 
cupy the pulpit on Sunday the 30th. He 
use as his subject “Mounts of 
Vision,’ suggesting a message for the 
new year. He will also speak over KNX 
at 6:30 P.M. 


THE TELESCOPE 

Mr. Wade announces that during the 
evening on Sunday three planets and the 
moon will be visible through the tele- 
scope. Venus may be seen in the early 
evening, Jupiter a little later, and Mars 
about nine o’clock. The telescope will be 
available both before and after the lec- 
ture. 


will 


@rder of Service 


10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Gesu Bambino7 i. ....-.2-ccoe-c--<-000-- eee Pietro Yon 


b. “Pastoral Symphony”’...from ‘The Messiah”... Handel 
Ada Marsh Chick. 


Hymn, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” Number 29. 
Reading. 
Prayer. 


Response, “Silent! Night’ ¢-.)2). 2.02. ape eet ose German Traditional 
Organ Interlude. 


Quartet—Christmas Carols— 


The. First? Noel 22:22 2 ee eee French Traditional 
“Adéste.Kideles’’..22:...2:. 0 ee eee Italian Traditional 


Responsive Reading, “Sayings of Jesus.” Page 45. 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory—‘“Christmas Fantasy’ ’...........-..-2.:0:..-1.--.2see Rebling 
(on a theme by J. S. Bach) 
Ada Marsh Chick. 


Quartet; “Good King! Wenceslas ’ alte... settee English Traditional 


Address, ““The Child and the Hope of the World.” 
Berkeley B. Blake 


Hymn, “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.” Number 47. 
Benediction. 


Postlude, “Gloria” from Twelfth Mlass.............:.............ee Mozart 


Soprano—Miss Lillian Wilson. 
Contralto—Mrs. Marguerite Johnson. 
Tenor—Mr. Robert Tracey Cheatham. 
Baritone—Mr. W. M. A. Brandt. 
Organist—Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick. 
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THE CHILD AND THE HOPE OF 
THE WORLD 


More than any other festival, Christ- 


mas centers around the child. It means 
more to the child; it means more 
to the grown up who has a child; 


it originated with a child in a manger. 
We may well consider at this time our 
obligation to the children of the race. 


Life has been explained by the biologist 
functioning. 
Man, it is said, is a bio-chemical ma- 
chine—and yet, as Vernon Kellogg says 
in his “Life as a Biologist Sees It,” when 
his small daughter runs to meet him he 
knows that there is something more than 
a bio-chemical machine. 

Many things in contemporary life and 
in history tend to show the adequacy of 
the materialistic conception of life. Some- 
times they have taken the form of myths, 
sometimes the form of great adventures, 
of great moral revolts, or hopeless pseudo- 
scientific efforts. 

A number of these may be mentioned, 
each one illustrating the something be- 
yond materialism, the something in man 
that has carried the race on to accom- 


as a _ chemical-mechanical 


plishments once considered impossible 
from the standpoint of the best scientific 
thought of the day. 
Aviation is one of these. Ever since 
the dawn of history men have dreamed 
of the possibility of flying. There is the 
ancient myth of Daedalus and Icarus— 
and there have been many dreams and 


speculations since. Yet just twenty-five 
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years ago the first heavier than air ma- 
chine actually flew, and this in the face 
of a learned and scientific demonstration 
by Professor Laughlin that flying was 
impossible. The point was made that 
there could be no hope of success where 
men had always failed! 

The men of orthodox science had said 
that the world was flat, but Columbus 
dreamed of sailing west and reaching the 
east. It could not be proved save by 
doing it, and Columbus and a few brave 
men dared to make the attempt. And 
only the spirit of Columbus, we are told, 
held out against the almost overwhelm- 
ing odds of the voyage. 

Consider men’s attitude toward slav- 
ery. The wise men of all nations in- 
sisted that slavery was an economic ne- 
cessity. It ruled in Babylon, in Egypt 
and in China. It was the foundation of 
the Greek and Roman civilizations and it 
existed among savage tribes of Africa 
and Asia. 
Plato failed to conceive of a civilization 
not based on slavery. But a certain mys- 
tical type of mind had always dreamed 
of human freedom. The idea of abolish- 
ing slavery persisted all down through 
the ages, until here in America Thomas 
Jefferson said: “We hold these truths to 
be self evident 
created free and equal.” A prophecy, a 
dream which, while not yet fully realized, 
was brought a long step nearer accom- 
plishment by the great moral revolt of 


Even the great genius of 


that all men are 


(Continued on Page 2) 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1928 
“Mounts of Vision” 


An address by Berkeley B. Blake 


10:50 A.M. 


- - - 


Mr. Harry Gunnison Brown, Head of the Department of Economics at 
the University of Missouri, will speak at 8:00 P.M. 


“Using Present Forces to Secure Needed Economic Reform” 


te) 


THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:50 A.M. 


Regular classes will be held after the 
period of singing which begins at 9:50. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 

Dr. Bullard will ‘The 
Bible as Literature.” This is an entirely 
new lecture and represents a great deal 


lecture on 


of study and research on Dr. Bullard’s 
part. 


THE STUDY CLASS 
There will be no meeting of the Study 
Class this Sunday, but for the following 
Sunday a most interesting program is 
being prepared. It is suggested that 
members of the Study Class might take 
advantage of hearing Dr. Bullard’s lec- 


ture this Sunday. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 

The program in the Fellowship will 
consist of six five-minute talks, showing 
how people in different professions make 
their contributions to “Service.” 

A poet or artist—Eleanor Merriam; a 
William Hellings; a mother, 
Evangeline preacher or 


scientist, 
Frankson; a 
teacher, Mary Louise Briggs; a farmer, 
Charlotte Lathrop; an industrialist, Jack 
Hatcher. 

John McKinney will discuss the ques- 
tion, “Should every one receive the same 
pay?” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the men in the North during the Civil 
War—and which has now become not 
only a definite possibility, but a recog- 
nized necessity to the progress of civili- 
zation. 

And there is another legend of a per- 
sistent hope which brings us back to our 
obligation to the child. The legend of 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men” 
which comes to us in the story of the 
Christ child. All through the ages men 
have dreamed that one day war would 
be abolished—that peace would prevail— 
throughout the world. Yet always the 
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idea has been scoffed at as impossible 
by the rulers and the economists. And 


still the hope persists. 


What could be a more fitting symbol 
than the child in the manger at Bethle- 
hem? As the individual, gazing into the 
face of a trusting child becomes ashamed 
of his own shortcomings, so the western 
world when confronted by the legend of 
the Christ child, realizes the shame of 
Why should war 


continue, we are beginning to ask our- 


centuries of warfare. 


selves seriously. 

The old reasons are losing their hold. 
The old arguments are falling away. 
War instead of supplying food and raw 
materials, destroys them in 
quantities. War, 
the evolutionary process reverses it by 
the destruction of the strongest and finest 
of every nation concerned, leaving the 
physically and mentally unfit to carry on 


the race. 


enormous 
instead of furthering 


There remains only the argu- 
ment that what has always been must 
always be. 


“New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient truth uncouth, 
They must upward still and onward 
Who would keep abreast of truth.” 


Looking back over history we see that 
the spirit of man has ruled. Earth- 
bound, he dreamed of soaring and has 
at last made wings for his body as well 
as for his imagination, and while the 
period of peace may still lie far beyond 
the horizon, the turrets and towers of its 
cities are beginning to be visible. We 
feel that we are pledged to the little 
child of today, that we shall not lead 
him into the carnage of battle or the 
sidelines of distress, just when manhood 
and womanhood are reached, If this 
seems impossible of achievement, we can 
that seemingly hopeless 
causes have gone on to final accomplish- 
ment through the persistent devotion of 
men of vision who have dared to flout 
the orthodoxy of their time, and thus re- 
new our hope in the “Peace on Earth, 
Good Will to Men” that comes to us 
every year in the Christmas legend. 


realize other 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mr. J. C. Mordough. 


CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 


Although no effort has yet been made 
to secure pledges for the budget for 
1929, those who are in the habit of using 
the envelope system for their contribu- 
tions may secure the envelopes at any 
time, and due credit will be given on 
the 1929 pledge. The secretary will have 
the envelopes at her desk on Sunday 
morning, or they will be mailed to you 
upon request. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY 
EVENING 


The young adult 
meet at six o’clock for supper and an 
informal time. Miss Ella Potee will be 
the hostess. 

At eight o’clock Mr. Harry Gunnison 
Brown, head of the Department of 
Economics at the University of Missouri, 
will speak on “Using Present Forces 
to Secure Needed Economic Reforms.” 
Mr. Brown is an authority in his field 
of work and is a brilliant speaker. The 
Laymen’s League feel very fortunate in 
being able to secure him for this lecture. 


social group will 


ve 


NEXT SUNDAY 

Rey. E. Stanton Hodgin, former min- 
ister of this church, who is to supply for 
Mr. Backus during January, February 
and March, has sent word that he will 
be here to preach on Sunday morning, 
January 6th. 
him again to this congregation and we 


It is a pleasure to welcome 


bespeak for him a large audience for his 
first appearance. 
ALLIANCE NOTES 

On Thursday, January 3rd, Mr. S. G. 
Pandit will luncheon § speaker. 
As Mr, Pandit is a native of India he 
will speak with authority on ‘Mother 
India.” It is hoped that many will come 
to hear him. All women of liberal be- 
lief are cordially invited to attend 

Luncheon will be served at 12:30 and 
only those who have made reservations 
with the church 
noon, will be 


be our 


secretary by Tuesday 
served. This is 
ruling and will go into effect January 
3rd. 

At 2 P.M. there will be the regular 
business meeting and reports from com- 


a new 


mittee chairmen will be given. The 
Board of Directors will meet at 11:30 
A.M. 


Don’t forget your calendar dues. 
MR. AND MRS. BACKUS SEND 
THANKS 
Mr. and Mrs. Backus wish to express 
through the Unitarian their sincere thanks 
for the many expressions of interest and 
good will their Christmas 
mail, There were such a host of greet- 
ings that it would mean quite a task to 
give each a personal answer. They ex- 
tend cordial good wishes to all the mem- 
bers of the congregation for the New 

Year. 


received in 


THE ANNUAL DINNER 
Are you making your~plans to attend 
the Annual Dinner and Business Meet- 
ing of this Church to be held on Janu- 
ary 15th? Tickets sale at 
the morning 


will be on 
service on January 6th. 
There will be a limited number and it 
will greatly assist the committee in 
charge if the tickets are taken up early. 


@rder of Service 


10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude, a. “Prelude”?  .......2.--2ojccssec0.de<ce01-0:st-7--0 Batiste 


b. Excerpt from “Wiliam Tell’... eee Rossini 
Mrs. Chick 


Hymn, “O Life That Maketh All Things New.” Number 10. 

Reading. 

Prayer. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude 

Quartet, “The Green Cathedral”... -22tc:cce000-c-2--<,c2--2 se Carl Hahn 


Responsive Reading, “Spirit of Man.” Page 44. 


Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Andantino” from “Semiramide’”’................---.--- Rossini 
Solo, “The Lord is My Light” .....22.....222002001.1...0c1-.-2.. 7 Allitsen 


Mr. Cheatham 


Address, ‘““Mounts of Vision.” 
Berkeley B. Blake. 


Hymn, “Let There Be Light.”’ Number 26. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Soprano—Miss Lillian Wilson. 
Contralto—Mrs. Marguerite Johnson. 
Tenor—Mr. Robert Tracey Cheatham. 
Baritone—Mr. W. M. A. Brandt. 
Organist—Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick. 
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MOUNTS OF VISION 
“We cannot worship Nature,” says 
Professor J. Arthur Thompson. “We 


cannot be grateful to a system. We can- 
not find abiding human satisfaction in 
Nature’s voices alone. Invigorating, in- 
spiring and instructive they certainly are, 
but they are full of perplexities, and it 
is with a sad wistfulness that we hear 
their echoes dying away in the quietness 
of our minds like the calls of curlews on 
the moor as they pass further into the 
mist. Happy, then, are those who have 
what Sir Thomas called ‘a 
glimpse of incomprehensibles, and thoughts 
of things that thoughts but tenderly 
touch. Shall we not seek to worship 
Him whom Nature increasingly reveals, 
from whom all comes and by whom all 
lives?” 


Browne 


Those of us who love our western 
mountains realize that their bigness and 
majesty together with their soil and their 
rock formations, their animal and vege- 
table life—form only one aspect of their 
attraction for us. We realize and enjoy 
also the lights and shadows, the color 
and mist—the outline against the sky— 
that is, we do if we are poets or artists 
or nature lovers. 


There are people who say that this 
aspect is merely an emotional reaction 
and depends upon something within the 
soul rather than any outward condition. 
This is, of course, partly true. Words- 


worth expressed the idea in his poem, 
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“Peter Bell’—from which we get the 
well known quotation: 


“A primrose by the river’s brim 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more.” 


(Continued on page 3) 


E. STANTON HODGIN 

For the next three months we are to 
have with us E. Stanton Hodgin, who, 
for twelve years between 1908 and 1920, 
was minister of this church Since that 
time he has been at New Bedford, Massa- 
chusetts, and his church has graciously 
granted him leave of absence that he 
may serve us during the time of Mr. 
Backus’ recuperation. 

Mr. Hodgin was greatly interested in 
civic affairs while he lived in Los An- 
geles, and in the east has had an active 
part in social service work, particularly 
among textile workers, and was very in- 
fluential in adjusting affairs during the 
strikes in that section. He is socially 
minded as as spiritually minded, 
and his sermons will carry a vital mes- 
sage for the members of this congrega- 
tion. 

This new building will seem strange 
to Mr. Hodgin, as he knew only the old 
church on Flower Street, but if there is 
a large audience to greet him on Sunday 
morning, and he sees in that audience 
many familiar faces, he will undoubtedly 
feel that you have given him a warm 


well 


welcome by your very presence. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 1929 
“A Program of Life” 
An Address by E. STANTON HODGIN, .- 
Musical Program, 7:30 P.M. 
Current Events by DR. FREDERICK W. ROMAN, . 
“The Hope of the World,” an Address by Dr. Roman, 8:30 P.M. 


10:50 A. M. 


8 P.M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 


CHURCH SCHOOL—9:50 A.M. 


The dramatization of the story of 
Esther in the Church School last Sunday 
morning was most interesting. It is 
hoped to make these dramatizations an 
important feature of the Church School. 
Let us start the new year by having the 
children prompt and regular in their at- 
tendance. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


Dr. Bullard was ill last Sunday and 
unable to deliver his lecture on “The 
Bible as Literature.” It is hoped that he 
will be able to give it this Sunday. 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 


Mr. Herbert Alexander will speak on 
the subject “Who Started the World 
War?” He will summarize and discuss 
the results of the latest scholarship as 
to the fundamental causes of the war. 
There will be opportunity for discussion 
by those attending the class. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


The general subject for Fellowship 
study for the month of January is to be 
“Practical Ethics.” The first speaker, 
January 6th, is to be Mr. Paul Neu- 
schafer, cashier of the Union Bank and 
Trust Company, who will discuss the 
subject “The Right Use of Money.” 

Mrs. John Steven is to act as hostess 
on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship 
room, and Mrs. Stella B. Wright is host- 
ess chairman for all social gatherings. 
They are assuming the _ responsibility 
which has always been taken by Mrs. 
Backus. 


THE SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 
The young adult group which meets 
every other Sunday evening for supper 
have chosen a name. They are to be 
known as The Sunday Night Club. Mrs. 
Girard Allen was chosen general chair- 
man. The next regular meeting will be 


at 6:00 o’clock on Sunday evening, Janu- 
ary 13th. At that time plans for a 
theater party are to be discussed and it 
is hoped a great number will be present 
to take part in the arrangements for this 
first outside social affair. 


WHY WE LIBERALS UNITE 

Not because we must go to church to 
save our souls from an uncomfortable 
hereafter, but because we find it mutu- 
ally helpful in the here and now, are 
we a religious fellowship. Our church 
bears witness to the fact that even liber- 
als cannot fulfill their lives by trying to 
live unto themselves alone. Nor can 
they think alone, or serve alone. Our 
church is this at least; a co-operative 
venture in right living. It is our idea, 
is it not, to build a self worthy of respect 
and worthful unto humanity? In the 
shared quest for self-realization, which is 
the essence of religion, we find this 
church of ours a helpful instrument. We 
would seek to cherish things crowded out 
of life elsewhere, the direct persons, the 
beauty of silence, the stimulating cross- 
fire of a free pulpit, the sense of unity 
with humanity and the great world from 
which we have come, the regular medi- 
tation Worship upon the great ends and 
values of life. And we dare to believe 
that there are many free-minded persons 
in this community who will soon catch 
the challenge of our vision and throw in 
their lot with us and the way of freedom. 

—-Edwin Henry Wilson, minister of the 
First Unitarian Church, Dayton, Ohio. 


THE WAYFARER 


The wayfarer, 

Perceiving the pathway to truth, 
Was struck with astonishment. 

It was thickly grown with weeds, 
“Fla,” he said, 

“T see that no one has passed here 
In a long time.” 

Later he saw that each weed 
Was a singular knife. 

“Well,” he mumbled at last, 
“Doubtless there are other roads.” 


—Stephen Crane 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


The Los Angeles Unitarian 
Published Weekly Except July and 
: August by 
The First Unitarian Church 
2936 West Eighth St., Los Angeles, Calif, 
DUnkirk 4683 


Subscription Price—50 cents a year. 


Entered as second-class matter July 
18, 1928, at the post office at Los Angeles, 
California, under the Act of March 3, 
1879. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. 


Mrs. Mary West, Office Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Yet there is something more, even if 
only certain people respond to it. It 
would be as sensible to say that there 
was only the quantitative material value 
in a mountain range as to say that there 
was only the rose that we could see and 
touch, because our sense of smell was 
defective. 

Dr. A. Wakefield Slaten, minister of 
the West Side Church in New York City 
in his contribution to the volume of Hu- 
manist sermons says: “You have stood 
perhaps upon the point of some great 
rock that jutted out over the roaring sea. 
You have crouched upon some dizzy 
mountain height and clung fast, and 
gazed in fascination into the abyss below. 
But now you are asked to look upon the 
Universe, to place yourself, as it were, 
upon some projecting spar and look into 
the frightful depths of infinite space. 
You see vast worlds rolling in resistless 
precision. You realize that you are in 
the grip of cosmic forces. You sense your 
isolation, that you are physically alone 
in a terrifying and uncaring universe, 
and that when your little span of life is 
done you sink down into extinction, the 
blackness of darkness forever.” 


This is a despairing picture of the 
Universe, if not a terrifying one. Words- 
worth gives us the other aspect in his 
lines from Tinturn Abbey: 

In the lives of men who have most to 
do with discovering and disclosing the 
facts of Nature to their fellowmen, there 
is reverent wonder rather than terror or 
fear in their attitude toward Nature. 
This is because they get the vision of 
Nature as something far greater than a 
quantitative thing. 

We who absorb our theology from the 
record of the rocks, should realize that 
evolution proves the cosmic forces bene- 
volent to mankind. Nature is a stern 
mother, there is no doubt of that, but 
she is not hostile, else man would have 
disappeared long ago from the face of 
the earth. 

Not only are we physically akin, but 
spiritually as well. We, ourselves, are 
just as much a product of Nature as the | 
hills. When there is found in man not 
only food and sex hunger, but the hunger 
for righteousness as well, can we say 
that Nature is uncaring. It would be 
just as logical to find physical elements 
in the human body not found in the uni- 
verse at large, as to find 
spiritual qualities in man that are lack- 
ing in Nature. 

Though some who call themselves ra- 
tionalists may discount this spiritual 
quality, there are many of us who know 
that always there is this aspect of Nature 
which feeds the hunger of the human 
spirit for beauty and righteousness. 


to expect 


A NEW YEAR THOUGHT 


Give us freely each day of the Spirit of 
Tolerance. 

May we be kindly disposed one toward 

another. 

Help us to esteem ourselves modestly, and 
to esteem our fellows generously. 
Help us to search diligently for Truth 
in the fertile places of an Open 

Mind; 

And may we direct our Thoughts, our 
Words and our Acts only toward 
Good. 

—Anonymous. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A.M. 
Organ Prelude; a. SPrelude”= 2212. Gaul 
b. “Air from 
Rinaldo“ ...... Handel 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “The Trumpet Call of Duty.” 
Number 9. 


Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 

Quartet, “Great Peace Have They’. 


ERE vite ge SE a 5 ho Ah Sel Rogers 
Responsive Reading, “The Beloved Com- 
munity.” Page 49. 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Andante Cantabile” 
from Symphony No. 4..........-.---- Widor 
Solo, “O Rest in the Lord” from 
oA DD Wn eee as oe Ra ree Mendelssohn 


Mrs. Johnson 


Address, “A Program of Life.” 
E. Stanton Hodgin 
Hymn, “Years Are Coming, Years Are 
Going.” Number 33. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Soprano—Miss Lillian Wilson. 
Contralto—Mrs. Marguerite Johnson. 
Tenor—Mr. Robert Tracey Cheatham 
Baritone—Mr. W. M. A. Brandt. 


EVENING MEETING 

The Laymen’s League present again 
on Sunday evening, Dr. Frederick W. 
Roman. For the first half hour, begin- 
ning at 8:00 o’clock, he will discuss cur- 
rent events and later will give an address 
on “The Hope of the World.” A num- 
sical program will precede the lecture. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
We are unable to give Mr. Hodgin’s 
subject for next Sunday morning, but it 
will be announced from the pulpit on 
Sunday morning. 


The Laymen’s League hope to continue 
their evening meetings but definite 
arrangements have not yet been com- 
pleted. 

TRUSTEES MEETING 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held in the 
office of the church on Monday evening, 
January 7th, at eight o’clock. This is the 
last Board meeting before the Annual 
meeting and a full attendance is desired 
as there are many important matters to 
be discussed. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 

Tickets are now on sale for the An- 
nual Dinner which is to be held on Tues- 
day evening, January 15th at 6:30. The 
dinner is to be 50c and it is quite im- 
portant that you purchase your ticket or 
make your reservation by Sunday, the 
13th. It is no small task to prepare a 
dinner for the number which we hope 
will attend the Annual Meeting this year, 
and you can make the burden lighter by 
getting your ticket or your reservation 
early. 

The Annual Meeting is the most im- 
portant church gathering of the year. 
At that time you have the opportunity to 
hear the reports of the different depart- 
ments of the church, the financial report, 
and plans for the new year. Five new 
members of the Board of Trustees are 
to be elected this year, and the voting 
members have the opportunity of saying 
who those trustees shall be. It is your 
privilege and your obligation to have a 
part in this meeting. Your presence will 
indicate a measure of your interest in 
the organization. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 
Mrs. Abbie Brewer will meet with the 
ladies of the Alliance on Thursday, Janu- 
ary 10th, at 10:00 o’clock for sewing. 
Help Mrs. Brewer carry on her good 
work. Each member will bring a box 
lunch and coffee will be served. 
Members who have not as yet secured 
their year books, please do so in order to 
avoid a deficit in the treasury. 


Ny 
iH 


Paige 
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A PROGRAM OF LIFE 

A little pamphlet from the Wayside 
Pulpit contains the following epigram: 
“Be old-fashioned in your morals, up-to- 
date in your opinions and ahead of the 
times in your ideals.” This calls for 
some searching analysis if it is to be ac- 
cepted as a program of life. No one 
likes to be old-fashioned, no one likes 
to admit an old-fashioned attitude of 
mind, but that is actually what the word 
‘morals’ means—custom, tradition, ac- 
cepted and established standards. 

We, even in the West, even the most 
radical among us, are bound by many 
customs. The more advanced a civiliza- 
tion, the more necessary it is to obey most 
of the established customs. For ninety- 
nine percent of the time custom is right. 

But in that other one percent lies the 
whole adventure of life and the hope of 
mankind. 

Custom, the established method or 
standard, always tends to become some- 
thing divinely or supernaturally or- 
dained. Later a picture of the divine 
agent is set up in the minds of men, and 
later still the actual incident of the giv- 
ing and receiving of divine commands 
becomes a reality. This is seen in the 
giving to Moses by God certain tablets 
of stone upon which were written the 
Ten Commandments, an actual fact to 
the ancient Hebrews and to the later 
Christians. But we can hardly ignore 


the similar incidents which appear in 
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every religious system that has existed 
in the past. 

Although none of us believes for a 
moment that custom was established in 
this way, yet it is just as impossible for 
us to get away from the binding power 
of established customs as it is for the 
orthodox religionist. 
know that the customs and standards sur- 
rounding us have grown out of all the 
interacting forces of mankind and cos- 
mic nature. 


This is because we 


This idea has been purchased at great 
price and must be used as a foundation 
for any program that is to prove satis- 
factory to present day needs. Of neces- 
sity we must be old-fashioned in our 
morals—ninety-nine percent old-fashioned 
—but we must be one percent experi- 
mental if civilization is to avoid becom- 
ing static, automatic, and a matter of 
stepping stones, but these must not be- 
come mile-stones to hold us back. 

Actually there is no tyranny like the 
customs of the past. Slavery existed long 
after it became distasteful to the con- 
sciences of mankind, because it had the 
sanction of Holy Writ, and the same 
thing is true of war. There is nothing 
more deadly than Holy Writ, because it 
claims to be one hundred percent per- 
fect. 

We must be up-to-date in our opinions; 
the old-fashioned person has no opinions. 
Whatever is, is right. When a man be- 

(Continued on page 3) 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 1929 
**Padlocked Personalities” 
An Address by E. STANTON HODGIN,D.D. - - 
Organ Recital, William J. Kraft, 7:30 P.M. 
Current Events: FREDERICK W. ROMAN, 8 P. M. 


“Problems of Rural Life” 
Lecture by PROF. A. E. LUNDQUIST, 8:30 P. M. 


10:50 A. M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:50 A.M. 


The children are urged to be in their 
places promptly at 9:50 so that all may 
join in the singing which precedes the 
discussion and classes. Many interesting 
things are going on every Sunday in the 
Church School 
children to have a part. 


and we want all the 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A.M. 


The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “How to Study the Bible.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A.M. 
“The Outbreak of the War.” 


Mr. Herbert Alexander will continue 
the discussion of the findings of modern 
scholarship as to the causes of the war. 
Last Sunday the underlying causes of the 
war were presented. This week the 
actual events of 1914 will be discussed. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A.M. 


Mr. A. E. Briggs will speak to the 
Fellowship on Sunday morning, using as 
his subject “The Right Use of Conven- 
tions.” This is the second of the series 
of lectures on Practical Ethics. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The Sunday Night Club will meet at 
six o’clock on Sunday evening, January 
13th. Mr. and Mrs. Hodgin are to be 
guests of the Club on this occasion and 
members are invited to use this oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with them. 
These meetings of the Sunday Night 
Club are very informal and all young 
adults cordially invited. The object of 
the Club is to foster social life among the 
young adults of the church. 


RECEPTION FOR MR. AND MRS. 
HODGIN 
An informal reception for Mr. and 
Mrs. Hodgin, sponsored by the Alliance, 
will be held in the Alliance parlor on 
Tuesday evening, January 15th, from 
5:30 to 6:30, preceding the dinner. 


LAST CALL! 

This is the final announcement of the 
1929 Annual Dinner. Dinner will be 
served at 6:30 on Tuesday evening, Janu- 
ary 15th, and will be followed by a brief 
program of music. Mr. and Mrs. Hodgin 
will be present and Mr. Hodgin will 
speak. After the program reports from 
the various organizations of the church 
will be presented and necessary business 
transacted. 

The tickets for this dinner are fifty 
cents. They will be on sale all week at 
the church office and on Sunday, or you 
may telephone your reservation to the 
secretary. No reservations will be made 
after Sunday noon. 

Your presence will add materially to 
the happiness of the occasion and you 
will benefit by the contact with other 
members of this church and congregation. 
Let’s make it a real “family reunion.” 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Come to the luncheon on Thursday, 
January 17th, and celebrate your birthday 
with the other members whose birthdays 
come in January. Mrs. O. B. Manches- 
ter, director of the study group, will be 
the luncheon speaker. Those who have 
heard her know how profitable her talks 
are. Take advantage of this opportunity 
of becoming posted on current events. 
Only those who have made reservations 
for lunch by ‘Tuesday noon will be 


served. Call the church office for your 
reservations. 
Save January 24th! Mrs. Auerbach 


will be hostess at a bridge tea given in 
the Alliance room. This is the only 
party of the month and it is the only 
means by which the chairman of Ways 
and Means Committee can expect to make 
her quota. It is therefore hoped that 
many will give Mrs. Auerbach their sup- 
port and help make the party a success. 
Such a party is also the means of making 
pleasant social contacts. Tickets will be 
on sale January 17th. Make reservations 
by calling the church office or Mrs. Auer- 
bach, WHitney 9302. 
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gins to have opinions he realizes that 
certain things can be improved. Imme- 
diately humanity is leagued against him; 
especially religious humanity, because re- 
ligion—the religion of the past—is one 
hundred percent perfect. 

The old-fashioned person lives in the 
past, the up-to-date person in the present 
and the idealist in the future. The old- 
fashioned person resists all change; the 
up-to-date person wants a few changes; 
the idealist wants many changes. The 
first and the last are always at sword’s 
points, while the up-to-date person stands 
between and keeps society from ossifying, 
on the one hand, or blowing up, on the 
other. 

But this situation exists not only be- 
tween persons, but within the individual 
person, in varying proportions. 

This leads inevitably to the idea of 
freedom the greatest creative force up to 
a certain illusive point, and beyond that 
—the most destructive of all forces. How 
far may a person go in expressing his 
ideas when those ideas are at variance 
with accepted customs? ‘The answer is 
different under different forms of govern- 
ment, yet no government ever was so re- 


strictive that it succeeded in suppressing 
all of its radicals, and no government 
ever was so free that it was not called 
upon at times to suppress certain indi- 
viduals’ ideas in the interest of society 
at large. 

There is no definite policy in America 
today in regard to this situation and it is 
doubtful whether it would be either pos- 
sible or desirable to establish one. For 
Life is freedom under restraint. The 
better this balance in the individual, the 
better the life; balance 
comes from within, the better the civili- 
While it is better to err on the 
side of too much freedom than too much 
restraint, yet there are times when re- 
straint is necessary, and from without. 

To get back to our original epigram, 
man must be old-fashioned enough to 
utilize the past in the present, up-to-date 
enough to revise the past for use in the 
present, and idealist enough to reach into 
the future for certain phases of it that 
may be valuable in the present. If he can 
do this he is on the way to becoming 
truly divine, and the balance between 
freedom and restraint will take care of 
itself. 


the more this 


zation. 


ALLIANCE DUES 
Don’t forget that all dues—membership 
and calendar—should be paid by April 
15th so that our treasurer can get her 
report to Boston on time. We are only 
a few months away from April, after all, 
so don’t forget your dues. 


Were half the power that fills the world 
with terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on 
camps and courts, 
Given to redeem the human mind from 
error, 
There were no need of arsenels or 
forts. ; 
The warrior’s name would be a name 
abhorred ! 
And every nation, that should lift again 
Its hand against a brother, on its fore- 
head 
Would wear forevermore the curse of 
Cain! 
—Longfellow. 


@rder of Service 


10:50 A.M. 


Organ Prelude—w. “Idyll? 2.2...02.c2 2 oeeetennenonee-no-ntenn-neee ee Buck 
B. “Liar go’. nncccsacoscdesnadeoesecssacreon<0eu<de2tee ee Handel 
Mrs. Chick 


Hymn, “O Life That Maketh All Things New.” Number 10. 
Reading. 

Prayer. 

Response. 


Organ Interlude 


Quartet, “The Green Cathedral?’ 02-220 .occccceec-cecs<-en<e0s-se Carl Hahn 
Responsive Reading, “Ihe Higher Law’’...............--.---.0-1s en Page 52 
Announcements. 

Organ Offertory, ““Revery” <..---..--....c2ssssss-cssnessensseonseaesncass sien Banks 
Solo, “Consider and Hear Me?) ooci..2...:ccescecsasen-cnea:neaeaaevct assess W ooler 


Miss Wilson 


Addresss, “‘Padlocked Personalities” 
E. Stanton Hodgin 


Hymn, “Let There Be Light.” Number 26. 


Benediction. 

Postlude. 

Organ Recital coccccctcsesccceecntesecrt octet ORME Bees ck ae 130, P3M. 

William J. Kraft, Lecturer in Music U.C.L.A. 
Mus. Bac. Yale—F.A.G.O. 

Fantaisie Symphonique .....--.-.-.,2-cee--es-.-2-0.-<00e0ech4s0+25 0 Cole 
Suite for the Organ, “Andante” 2.2..........:............neee Bartlett 
Evening Bells and Cradle’ Songiti.1..:..0....122:c0seeeee Macfarlane 
Chant wNegre . 2:25.c28 ee ee Kramer | 
A Song of Praiséi 233 a Sheldon 

Curent Ervemts 222i. n2ccecc oes cecee cco sseaspe staan nos eoneces ea) ae 8:00 P.M. 

Frederick W. Roman 
Lecture, “Problems of Rural Life” 20..._......--....---.-----01seeeee 8:30 P.M. 


Prof. A. E. Lundquist 
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PADLOCKED PERSONALITIES 


We are all padlocked personalities; we 
feel ourselves beating against prison bars 
that lock us in preventing us from being 
what we want to be and from living as 
we feel we ought to live. To unlock our- 
selves and find the release that brings 
fullness and freedom of life is the great 
desire. All religions have come into 
existence in response to this craving and 
have flourished on their promises to sat- 
isfy it. 

Past religions invariably concluded that 
man’s prison house was the great, natural, 
material world around him that was 
eruel, relentless and remorseless, sooner 
or later beating him down and pounding 
him out of existence. These religions 
could see no release from the prison 
house of the natural life save through 
some special means of escape. They 
came to believe that there was a super- 
natural world over-arching this natural 
world into which man could escape and 
find the relief he craved. All the relig- 
ious institutionalism of the past was the 
result of that faith and that quest; sacra- 
ments, creeds, dogmas, theories of con- 
version, salvation and grace were the 
means of escape offered. 


The older religions invariably came to 
the conclusion that real release from the 
prison house of life could only come 
with death and the dissolution of the 
body;—then if one had conformed to ail 
the demands of his religion the great 
{freedom would be achieved in another 


world or another state into which he 
would enter. 

This faith was to the believers a 
tremendous source of power. It brought 
them a measure of the release they 
sought. What were the slings and ar- 
rows of a few short years of outrageous 
fortune in comparison with the eternal 
glory that was soon to be if they were 
faithful to the commands? Were they 


not the chosen ones of Jehovah? In his 
strength they could endure all things. 
This faith served its day well. It is dif- 


ficult to see how man could have strug- 
gled up through all of the tragedies of 
our incipient civilization without some 
such sustaining faith. 

But, “our little systems have their day, 
they have their day and cease to be, they 
are but broken lights” of something infi- 
nitely greater than themselves. Today, 
with travail pains, a faith vastly greater 
and more comprehensive than that of the 
old supernaturalism is struggling to be 
born. 

The natural world has, during the past 
few centuries, expanded and enlarged 
again and again until today it includes 
vastly more in its potentialities than did 
the old naturalism and the old supernat- 
uralism combined. In the proper under- 
standing and use of this fact lies the 
freedom we crave. 

The great natural world around us in 
all its enlarged glory remains, in its un- 
tamed state, just as cruel and relentless,— 
just as unmoral and unspiritual as ever 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 2) 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 1929 
“A Good Word for Materialism” 


An Address by E. Stanton Hopeis,D.D. - - - - 
Organ Recital by WiLLiaM J. KRAFT 


Lecture by Freperick W. RoMAN 


10:50 A. M. 
7:30 P. M. 
8:00 P. M. 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:50 A. M. 


Classes for children of all ages are pro- 
vided in our Church School which opens 
promptly at 9:50 each Sunday morning. 
Great interest is being shown in the dra- 
matization of Bible stories which is the 
chief interest at present. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A. M. 


Dr. Bullard will lecture on the sub- 
ject “The Golden Age.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A. M. 


“America’s Entry Into the War” 

The last of the series of talks on the 
genesis of the World War will be given 
by Mr. Herbert Alexander. He will pre- 
sent the conditions under which the 
United States declared war on Germany 
in 1917, 

There will be an opportunity for ques- 
tions and debate. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A. M. 


Practical Proverbs will be discussed by 
members of the Fellowship. Elizabeth 
Eckerson will talk on the proverb “The 
end justified the means”; Dorothy Don- 
aldson on “Might makes right”; Stanley 
Roush on “The majority is always right’; 
and David Ray on “Honesty is the best 
policy.” 


PLAY CASTING BEGINS 


To promote dramatic and musical ac- 
tivities among the young people of the 
church, an organization is being formed. 
This group will meet Tuesday, January 
22, at 7:30 in the church parlor. Mr. 
Paul Fort who has already had consid- 
erable experience in directing plays and 
in acting will direct the dramatics in 
the group. Mr. Fort’s last active work 
was with the Pasadena Community Thea- 
ter. Miss Josephine Marie Dowler, a well 
known member of this church, will have 
charge of the musical group. 

Everyone interested either in dramatics 
or music is invited to this meeting. Plans 
for a progressive organization will be 
presented and the casting of some plays 
will be begun. There is need for ail 


types of characters and for those inter- 
ested in all branches of production. 

It is planned that in the presentation 
of programs by this group, vocal and in- 
strumental selections will be given be- 
tween the acts of the plays. A call is 
therefore made to those who have musi- 
cal talent and who enjoy entertaining the 
public. 


HUMANISTIC RELIGION 


The task of our generation, which 
stands in time at the beginning of adoles- 
cence of the human species, is to com- 
bine clear thinking with unafraid feeling. 
Without exploring feeling and emotion 
and desire, it will not know the heights 
and depths of its own nature; without 
hard thought it will not know false from 
true or be able to set a course. 

If we would understand and control 
nature we must first accept and obey her. 
If we would control her worthily we must 
have a true scale of values by which to 
measure. Hard fact and transforming val- 
ue together build future reality. i be- 
lieve that the whole duty of man can be 
summed up in these words: More life for 
your neighbor as for yourself. And I be- 
lieve that man, though not without per- 
plexity, effort, and pain, can fulfill this 
duty and gradually achieve his destiny. 

A religion which takes this as its cen- 
tral care and interprets it with wide vis- 
ion, both of the possibilities open to 
man, and of the limitations in which he 
is confined, will be a true religion, be- 
cause it is coterminous with life; it will 
encourage the growth of life, and will it- 
self grow with that growth. 

Juyian S. Hux.ey, 
“Religion without Revelation.” 


KINDRED GROUPS 


Wherever in any church or nation, or 
social class, we find a group of men seek- 
ing in their righteous way the common 
welfare, we would be one with them in 
sympathy and high endeavor. 

John Haynes Holmes. 
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THE ANNUAL DINNER 


Tuesday evening was a memorable occa- 
sion in the history of this church. Dur- 
ing the hour preceding the dinner, many 
friends greeted Dr. and Mrs. Hodgin in 
the parlor where Mrs. Benshimol of the 
Alliance and Dr. Moore of the Board of 
Trustees received the guests. Dinner was 
served to approximately two hundred 
and thirty-five people. 

A short program by members of the 
music department of the Polytechnic Ev- 
ening High School followed the dinner 
and Dr. Hodgin gave a most delightful 
talk, relating his experiences as minister 
of various Unitarian churches. 

During the business meeting the bud- 
get for the current expenses of the church 
was presented and the sum of $4,059.00 
was pledged by those present. 

Five members of the Board of Trustees, 
Mrs. R. C. Gillis, H. B. Brackett, D. C. 
Ross, Mrs. Douglas Donaldson and Ed- 
win Hatcher, retired this year. The nom- 
inating committee presented the names 
of the following people to serve as trus- 
tees for a term of three years: Edward 
W. Brewer, Jr., Mrs. Lucille Snow, A. E. 
Briggs, Mrs. L. N. Anderson and Girard 
Allen. They were unanimously elected. 

The value of these Annual Meetings 
can never be estimated. The good fel- 


lowship, the year’s reports and all the oth- 
er details of the occasion tend to inspire 
us to greater courage and increased co- 
operation for the tasks which the new 
year will bring. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

the most pronounced preachers of natur- 
al depravity pictured it as being. When 
we lost faith in the supernatural we some- 
times imagine that all we need to do is to 
throw ourselves unreservedly into  na- 
ture’s kindly lap and we will be moth- 
ered, soothed, and caressed, and will find 
the solace we crave. That is a great mis- 
take. We will be either speedily des- 
troyed or will in short order revert back 
to the ape and tiger stage. 

A blind faith in nature is as futile as 
any other blind guide and will as surely 
lead us into the ditch if we attempt to 
follow it. Release lies neither in super- 
naturalism nor in naturalism, as those 
terms are usually understood. 

Implicitly following our natural de- 
sires, instincts and impulses brings forth 
what Paul calls the works of the flesh, 
which are envyings, jealousies, hatreds. 
strifes, partys, divisions. But, when man 
takes the forces of nature, both within 
himself and outside himself, in hand, 
choosing from among the many forces 
available according to his best judgment, 
controlling, redirecting and recombining 
those forces in accordance with his best 
intelligence and in accordance with the 
accumulated experiences of mankind, 
then he can compel life to bring forth in 


an ever increasing degree the fruits of 
the spirit, which are love, joy, peace, 


meekness, temperance, goodness, right- 
eousness. 

Therein lies the whole duty of man; 
taking the forces of nature in hand; 
choosing, controlling 
combining them in such ways as to build 
a new world, converting the earth from 
a natural wilderness of strife and confu- 
sion into a moral and spiritual garden of 
love, order and good will. In such work 
may man find freedom and fullness of 
life. 


redirecting, and 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude, 


a. “Jerusalem the Golden”......Truette 


b. “Sunset Meditation”........ 
bs OA ete tae Richard Keys Biggs 
Mrs. Chick 


Hymn, “Go Forth to Life.”........ Number 39 
Reading. 

Prayer. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 


Quartet, “I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes” 
ae Sy. ENTS SE Ree ee ease Harker 


Announcements, 


Offertory, “Fanfare Triomphale”.... 
GAPE en eee, ene ere Armstrong. 


(Writter for the 150th Anniversary 
of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. 1776-1926) 


Solon Deep. Riviere ncee csr Burleigh 
Mr. Brandt. 


Address, “A Good Word for Materialism” 
E. Stanton Hodgin, D. D. 


Hymn, “Be Lord of Self”........ Number 21 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


ORGAN RECITAL 
William J. Kraft of U. C. L. A. 


7:30 P. M. 
Pastorale Sonate ...................... Rheinberger 
Pastorale 
Intermezzo 
Fugue 
Ain >M Ger .:334-.4d0nta pee eee Schubert 
FeatalPostlude 22s eee te Schminke 


Lecture by Dr. Frederick W. Roman. 
8:00 P. M. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

At 10 o’clock, Thursday morning, Jan- 
uary 24th, Mrs. Abbie Brewer will meet 
the sewing group. 

The only Bridge Tea of the month 
comes at 2 P. M. on January 24th. It is 
hoped that members and their friends 
will come out to enjoy an afternoon of 
cards and thereby enable Mrs. Auerbach 
to make the quota for the month of 
January. 

On the following Thursday, January 
31st, at 2 P. M., the Alliance will give a 
program in memory of Madame Sever- 
ance and other well-known Unitarian 
women. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Laymen’s League will be held on Wed- 
nesday evening, January 23rd. Dinner 
will be served at 6:30. Only the men are 
invited to this dinner, but that means 
all the men of the congregation. E. W. 
Brewer will report the Annual Meeting 
of the Laymen’s League at Lenox, and 
Dr. Hodgin will speak. 

Please make your reservations with the 
church secretary by Tuesday noon, Jan- 
uary 22nd. 


THE EVENING SERVICE 

At seven-thirty on Sunday evening, Jan- 
uary 20th, William J. Kraft of the Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles, will 
give an organ recital preceding the lec- 
tue by Dr. Roman. The first half hour of 
the lecture period will be devoted to 
Current Events, and later Dr. Roman will 
speak on “The Origins of Democracy.” 


A DEFINITION 

An American Unitarian is a person who 
is alive enough to have a mind growing 
a little every day, who is free enough 
sometimes to listen to opinions which in- 
furiate him, who is happy enough to be 
able to argue with the other fellow with- 
out losing his temper.—Vivian T. Pome- 
roy. 
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No. 21 


A GOOD WORD FOR MATERIALISM 

In the past, two realities were assumed 
to be of supreme concern to man,—God 
and the Devil. One was regarded as the 
source of all good; the other the source 
of all evil. Religion consisted of serving 
God and fighting the Devil. The physical 
world was looked upon as the domain 
of the evil one. Most of the material 
forces were regarded as being under his 
control. Man’s troubles arose from the 
fact that he is a physical creature with 
physical desires and needs that are for- 
ever leading him astray. To be able to 
slough off these physical necessities and 
escape into a purely spiritual realm was 
salvation. To the achievement of this one 
end, institutional religion subordinated 
all other things. 

Today, belief in a personal Devil has 
almost entirely disappeared among intel- 
ligent people. In beating a retreat, how- 
ever, the Devil has left the material world 
behind to plague us still, and it seems to 
be the source of almost as much trouble 
as ever. Instead of having a very con- 
crete and lively personality called the 
Devil to deal with we are now confronted 
by a vague and undefinable abstraction 
called “materialism” that casts almost as 
ominous a shadow across our pathway as 
ever the imaginary Satan did. 

The defenders of righteousness, lay and 
cleric, are now busy warning us against 
the dangers and machinations of “mater- 
ialism.” If we are to be forever haunted 
by monstrous materialistic fears, we have 


apparently gained little by getting rid of 
the belief in a personal adversary. As 
has been well said, “we may behead the 
‘Devil’ but ‘evil’ remains to tempt us 
still.” We may dethrone the evil one from 
his supposed dominion over the material 
world, but the perplexities and troubles 
of the material world are not diminished 
much by the process. 

I have long believed that the best way 
to get rid of any threatening force, imag- 
inary or real, is not by running away from 
it, nor by fighting it, but by making 
friends with it and by putting it to 
work. So long as man_shudderingly 
hid his face from the threatening forces 
of nature, regarding them as instruments 
of the Devil or of an angry God, they 
were great evils and preyed upon him 
continually. But, when man set about 
making friends with these threatening 
forces by trying to understand them, he 
soon had many of them in harness, and 
now they are very accommodatingly doing 
much of his slavish labor for him. 

The way to exorcise the ominous mon- 
ster of materialism, is not by trying to 
run away from it, nor by blindly fighting 
it, but by making it a servant and ally. 
In proportion as we do this, spiritual 
values will flow from the material forces 
round about us in abundance. 

Many of the oriental peoples have 
tried to achieve spiritual excellence by 
running away from the material world 
and its demands, and a sorry mess they 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 1929 
“Overcoming Evil with Good” 

An address by E. Stanton Hopein, D. D. - - - - - 10:50 A.M. 
Organ and Voice Recital - - - - - - - - - + - - 7:30P.M. 
Miss ELLEN MarSHALL AND Mr. ANTHONY PRATT 
Current Events and Lecture by Dr. FREDERICK W. Roman - 8:00 P. M. 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


THIS SUNDAY 

CHURCH SCHOOL—9:50 A. M. 

Classes for children of all ages are pro- 
vided in our church school which opens 
promptly at 9:50 each Sunday morning. 
Parents are also invited to leave their 
children in the kindergarten on the sec- 
ond floor if they wish to attend the morn- 
ing church service. 


THE ADULT CLASS—10 A. M. 
The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Creation Myths.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A. M. 
“THE Open CONSPIRACY” 


Mrs. W. D. Moore will review H. G. 
Wells’ latest novel, “The Open Conspir- 
acy.” This book was published at the 
end of 1928 and gives the British author’s 
ideas of Eutopia. Mr. Wells’ views are 
always new and usually controversial, so 
the review promises to be highly inter- 
esting and stimulating. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A. M. 


Mr. Alfred Benshimol will speak to 
the Fellowship on “The Right Use of 
Time.” 


DR. SLATEN RESIGNS 

Dr. A. Wakefield Slaten has resigned 
the pastorate of the West Side Unitarian 
Church in New York City on account of 
illness. The Board of Trustees has voted 
to recommend to the congregation that 
the resignation be accepted with regret, 
and, in view of “splendid and able serv- 
ices rendered” that Dr. Slaten be given 
four months’ leave of abesence on full 
salary. Dr. Slaten came to the West Side 
pulpit in 1925 from a professorship of the 
New Testament in the Pacific Unitarian 
School for the Ministry. 

—Christian Register. 


ASSOCIATE ALLIANCE 
The annual meeting of the Associate Al- 
liance will be held in Pasadena February 
4th, at 11 o’clock at the Neighborhood 
Church, 221 West California Street. All 


members and friends of the Alliance are 
invited. Please make your reservation 
with Mrs, L. N. Anderson or at the church 
office before February Ist. 


NEW CHURCH OFFICERS 

At a meeting of the new Board of 
Trustees held on Monday evening, Jan- 
uary 21st, the following officers were elec- 
ted: President, Paul E. Neuschaefer; 
Vice-President, Dr. W. D. Moore; Secre- 
tary, E. W. Brewer, Jr.; Treasurer, H. M. 
Binford; Assistant Treasurer, Samuel D. 
Alrich. The various committees will be 
appointed by the President, and an- 
nouncement made later. 


LITERATURE TABLE 
Mrs. Hunt has some very fine things 
for sale each Sunday morning and wishes 
to announce that she is offering the pres- 
ent stock of literature at half price. It 
will pay you to see what there is on her 
table after church on Sunday. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SUNDAY 


February 3rd is designated by the Y. P. 
R. U. as Young People’s Sunday through- 
out the United States. The local organi- 
zation, The Fellowship, is planning a 
service to be held on Sunday evening, 
February 3rd, at which time the members 
of their group will conduct the entire 
program. 


CREATIVITY 


This poem is recognized as one of the 
oldest Chinese folk-poems which has 
come down to the present time. It is 
the first poem recorded in the book, Ori- 
gin of Ancient Poetry (Chinese). It may 
be roughly dated 2500 B. C. 


When the sun rises, I go to work; 

When the sun goes down, I take my rest; 
I dig the well from which I drink; 

I farm the soil that yields my food. 

I share creation; kings do no more. 


Translation by Y. S. Han. 
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have made of it. The more they have 
tried to ignore the physical, the more per- 
sistently it has preyed upon them. No 
people have suffered so constantly from 
famine, plague, pestilence, and all the 
consuming ills that flesh is heir to. They 
have often gloried in their physical degre- 
dation, regarding themselves as being 
spiritual in proportion as they were mis- 
erable. 

Western peoples have been engaged for 
many centuries in fighting the Devil,— 
the representatives of the evil one always 
being those combatants on the opposite 
side of the battle line from themselves. 
They have divided up into large self- 
righteous groups, and the various groups 
have fought each other as often as they 
could gather sufficient reserve power to 
do so. Each group has regarded itself as 
enlisted on the side of the God of right- 
eousness and has looked upon its oppo- 
nents, whoever they might be, as enlisted 
on the side of the Devil of unrighteous- 
ness. Each generation has experienced 
the intoxication of self-righteous con- 
flict and has been prouder than anything 
else of its willingness to kill and be killed 
and to suffer any kind of hardship and 
mutilation at the behest of its self-right- 
eous sanctions. The Western peoples have 


been very heroic in their militancy, but 
have they been wise? 

Viewed in the calm light of wisdom, 
the Western way of salvation by battle 
seems to be scarcely less futile than the 
Oriental way of salvation by retreat. 

There is a better way, which we may 
call the modern way. As man escapes 
from the perpetual bludgeonings of the 
natural material world about him, by 
making those natural forces his ally 
through understanding them, so the var- 
ious groups of mankind can escape from 
the constant process of mutual self-immo- 
lation and self-mutilation through interne- 
cine warfare, by understanding each other 
and finding out how they may serve them- 
selves by serving each other in the com- 
mon work of the world. This is very 
simple in principle, but very difficult in 
application so long as the old practice of 
fanning the flames of group self-righteous- 
ness is encouraged. 

The greatest change that has ever taken 
place in human history is now taking 
place in man’s changing conception of 
the material world. In fact the old ma- 
terial world, as man conceived of material 
in the past, is passing away, and a vital 
world is coming in its place. 

In the past man thought of the mater- 
ial universe as almost entirely inanimate, 
with a little film of animate life occupy- 
ing a portion of the surface of a single 
planet. So transient and precarious was 
this film of life thought to be, that any 
little shifting of the position of the heav- 
enly bodies would snuff it out in a mo- 
ment and the whole boundless universe 
would sink back into its normal state of 
lifelessness. 

Today the whole universe is seen to 
be animate; even what was formerly re- 
garded as empty lifeless space is seen to 
be full of vibrant life forees too subtile to 
appeal to our dull senses. 


It is for man to make himself ac- 
quainted in an ever increasing measure 


with this living universe; to build him- 
self into it by every known process of 
human enlightenment, and thus partake 
of its infinite and eternal character. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude, 


a. “Impromptu Number 2.” 
Pea EW etek 2 4 Coleridge-Taylor 


b. “Menuet Francais”— 
Jo Sts Bee re whe Amedee Tremblay 


Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Light of Ages and of Nations” 


pepe teen, Bee ey eed Number 19 
Reading. 
Prayer. 
Response. 
Organ Interlude. 
Quartet, “Sons of Men”.................. Cadman 


Responsive Reading, “Wisdom”....Page 50 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “Londonderry Air’....Coleman 


Solo, “Evening and Morning”’........Spicker 
Mrs. Johnson 


Address, “Overcoming Evil with Good.” 
E. Stanton Hodgin, D. D. 


Hymn, “He Liveth Long Who Liveth 
ACS AR a cee nae feos We Number 40 


Benediction. 
Postlude. 


ORGAN AND VOICE RECITAL 
7:30 P. M. 


Toccata 
Miss Marshall 
Goin’ Home, Negro Spiritual........ Dvorak 
Mr. Pratt 
Prelndio#220- oe Oreste Ravanello 
Miss Marshall 
Alas, That Spring Should Vanish 
With the Rose 
Ah, Moon of My Delight 
From “In a Persian Garden”... Lehmann 
Mr. Pratt 
Sketches of a City.....Gordon Balch Nevin 
City from afar off. 
On the Avenue. 
The Grandmother. 
Urchin Whistling in the Streets. 
The Busy Mills. 
Miss Marshall 


eg Af os 


Current) Biyents...00 ee 8:00 P. M. 
Dr. Frederick W. Roman 


Lecture, “Democracy”................. 8:30 P. M. 
Dr. Frederick W. Roman 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 

The Sunday Night Club will meet for 
supper and an informal social time on 
Sunday evening at six o’clock. Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert Alexander are planning the 
supper, and they have promised a Rus- 
sian meal. At this meeting announcement 
of the completed plans for the Theatre 
party will be made. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE FORUM 

The musical program for the Forum on 
Sunday evening, January 27th, will be 
furnished by Miss Ellen Marshall, organ- 
ist, and Mr. Anthony Pratt, tenor soloist. 
Miss Marshall is the daughter of Rev. 
Thomas Marshall, a well known social 
worker of the city. Mr. Pratt is secretary 
of the Municipal League of Los Angeles, 
and a member of this church. 

Following the music Dr. Roman will 
speak on current events and later will 
lecture on “Democracy.” The full pro- 
gram is found in the order of service on 
this page. 


ALLIANCE MEMORIAL SERVICE 
At two o'clock on Thursday afternoon, 
January 3lst, the Alliance will hold a 
Memorial Service for Madame Severance, 
Florence Nightingale and other Unitarian 
women. You are cordially invited to at- 
tend this service. The program follows: 
Organ Solo.............. Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick 
POGM een eee Snow Longley Housh 
Address, “Unitarian Women”— 
(eee ee Dr. E. Stanton Hodgin 
Personal Contact with Madame 
Severance...................- Mrs. E. K. Foster 
Presentation of Plaque honoring 
charter members of the First 


geles:\...2..2.... Miss Ella Bush 
Introduction of charter members 
present...) 2. me Mr. W. A. Spalding 


A tribute to local Alliance 

members 1902-1929...Mrs. W. H. Fox 
Sunset Hall............ Mrs. Zenanna H. Curtis 
Presentation of Memorial gift hon- 

oring departed Alliance wom- 

neta. Mrs. E. Stanton Hodgin 
Benediction...............¢200ee Dr. Hodgin 


A reception and tea will follow the pro- 
gram. 
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OVERCOMING EVIL WITH GOOD 

In a state of nature man is little more 
than a mere creature, tossed hither and 
thither by the mighty forces of the mater- 
ial world round about him. Virtually all 
his energy is absorbed in the struggle for 
physical existence. While in this state, 
nearly all the forces that he encounters 
in his daily life are bad: not in the theo- 
logical sense of being wicked or sinful; 
not in the metaphysical meaning that may 
be able to prove that in the last analysis 
all forces and all experiences are good ;— 
but in the common everyday sense in 
which we use the terms good and bad. 
In our daily lives we pronounce things 
good or bad according to their reactions 
upon ourselves. Everything is regarded 
as bad that tends to frustrate us in the 
satisfaction of what we regard as our le- 
gitimate desires. Everything is deemed 
good that aids us in satisfying our proper 
desires. It is in this sense that the words 
good and evil are here used. 

Most of the forces that man encounters 
in the primitive struggle for existence are 
thus evil. They are hunger, cold, storms, 
floods, sickness, wild animals, still wilder 
men and ever lurking in the background, 
death. Virtually all of his resource, men- 
tal and physical, is absorbed in warding 
off these ever impending evils that are 
frustrating and threatening his one prim- 
al desire to live. 

Our material civilization is the measure 
of man’s triumph over these material 
evils,—is the success he has had in over- 
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destructive forces of nature into creative 
forces that serve and render human life 
more secure. 

How has he achieved such results as 
have been obtained? By invoking divine 
intervention? Not unless we change our 
entire conception of divine intervention 
from that which has prevailed in the past. 
For hundreds of generations the Christ- 
ian world believed that divine intervent- 
ion was the only way, and they gave 
themselves over unreservedly to hundreds 
of methods of invoking divine aid. They 
brought forth and maintained vast im- 
posing institutions whose one function 
was to intervene between man and the 
natural forces that were preying upon 
him. 

This faith often brought man a sense 
of added security. It made him heroic 
in the face of danger. It often enabled 
him to accept with stoic resignation ills 
that apparently could not be avoided. 
But instead of warding off and saving | 
man from the destructive forces of nature 
that beset him, they were of little avail: 
the forces of nature continued to blud- 
geon him and to beat him down as re- 
lentlessly as if no prayers were ascending 
from the millions of altars throughout 
the world. 

Man has overcome the destructive 
forces of nature, in as far as he has over- 
come them, by a different kind of invoc- 
ation from that which has dominated or- 
ganized religion. He has invoked the 
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THIS SUNDAY 
CHURCH SCHOOL—9:50 A. M. 


The dramatization of a Bible story will 
be the main interest in the Church 
School on Sunday morning. The children 
have taken great delight in the stories 
presented in this way, and the impress- 
ions thus gained are lasting. We again 
urge prompt and regular attendance so 
that the children may not lose the thread 
of thought which binds these Sunday 


morning lesson hours together. 
THE ADULT CLASS—10 A. M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Gar- 


den of Eden.” 


THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A. M. 
Mr. Paul Neuschaefer will speak to the 


Study Class on “Travel Experiences in 
Italy.” Mr. Neuschaefer spent several 
months last summer in Italy and has 
first-hand information concerning the 
economic and political conditions of that 


country. 
THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A. M. 
The general topic for discussion in the 


Fellowship during the month of February 
is to be “Love and Marriage.” Dr. Helen 
Hunter will give a series of talks and 
she will use as the subject of the first 
one, “Adolescence.” 


BRIDGE TEA 

You are invited to attend a bridge tea 
at the home of Mrs. J. B. Baker, 2137 
West 21st street, on the afternoon of Feb- 
ruary 14th. Mrs. Baker will be assisted 
by other members of the Alliance whose 
birthdays come in February, Mrs. Otis, 
Mrs. Inglis, Mrs. Brewer, Mrs. Hodgin, 
Miss Chapin and Miss Holmes. This is a 
benefit for Sunset Hall, and your coop- 
eration will be greatly appreciated. 
Please make your reservations by calling 
Mrs. Baker, RO-8792, or the church office, 


(Continued from Page 1) 
coming evil with good; in converting the 
divinity of intelligence that lay slumber- 
ing in life; has slowly awakened it and 
disciplined it and sent it forth to ae- 
quaint itself with the destructive forces 
of nature that abound, and in proportion 
as it has learned what these forces are, 


it has been able to lay hold of them, and 
redirect them, so that they served life in- 
stead of destroying it. 

These material achievements are a de- 
lusion and a snare unless accompanied by 
the building up of a moral system at the 
same time. This man has done by con- 
trolling, redirecting and recombining his 
passions, his desires, his feelings, his 
thoughts and his ideals. It is our moral 
system of controls, such as it is, that 
gives such security and stability as we 
really have. As this moral system be- 
comes dominant, as friendship replaces 
enmity, as love drives out fear, man 
ceases to be consumed by the debasing 
emotions of envy, jeolousy, hatred, avar- 
ice and vengeance, all of which are pain- 
ful and destructive, but he brings forth 
in place of them the creative emotions 
of love, joy, peace, gentleness, meekness, 
faithfulness, temperance, all of which are 
upbuilding, life giving and joyous. It is 
in this transformation of the emotions 
that accompanies the upbuilding of a 
stable moral system of life, that man ex- 
periences his greatest compensation. 


Ignorance then is the great evil. In 
proportion as ignorance disappears, evil 
disappears also. Wisdom is the great 
good,—an understanding of what it is 
that life requires of us. I say wisdom, not 
learning. Learning ought always to in- 
crease wisdom, but frequently it does not. 
Sometimes we clothe ourselves in an im- 
posing garment of learning to shield our 
dense ignorance from indecent exposure.. 
Often the person who has little learning, 
has so used his vital experience that he is 
a marvel of wisdom in his understanding 
of what it is that life requires of him 
each day of his experience. 


Tf man were allwise he would also be 
all powerful, for all the infinite forces 
that surround him would be at his com- 
mand. He would also be immortal, for 
his life would have become identical with 
the universal life which is everlasting. 
If this is true, as it certainly must be, 
every move in the direction of true wis- 
dom must bring us more of the power 
and security we crave. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 

The luncheon speaker for February 7th, 
Charles Dickens’ birthday, will be Mrs. 
Caroline B. Eager, who, for many years 
was president of the Dickens Fellowship 
Club of Los Angeles. For the last ten 
years she has been a regular commuter 
between Manilla and Los Angeles, being 
actively engaged in educational work on 
her own responsibility among the moun- 
tain tribes of the Philippine Islands. She 
will have one of her Philippine pupils 
with her. 

At 11:30 on Thursday, February 7th, 
the Executive Board will meet, and at 
two o'clock the regular business meeting 
of the Alliance will be held. 

The chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee for February is Mrs. J. B. 
Baker. Watch the calendar for coming 
events. 

Mrs. Temple is ready to receive your 
calendar dues at any time. 

The rule recently put into effect about 
the reservations for regular luncheons has 
worked out beautifully. A prompt re- 
sponse was made for the last luncheon 
and it is hoped the same response will 
be made this time. Please call the 
church office before Tuesday noon, Feb- 
ruary 5th. 


DRAMA AND MUSIC 
Following former word that a Dramatic 
and Musical organization was _ being 
formed in our midst, we are pleased to 


state the first meeting was held Tuesday, 
January 22nd, and the situation talked 
over, plays read, and casting begun. 
Prospects are very bright for this newest 
of our endeavors, and those who are in- 
terested in either music or branches of 
the drama, are encouraged to affiliate 
themselves with the new group, as yet 
unnamed, in order to be in from the first 
and a part of our orginal production, 
planned for the latter part of February. 

Our nights of meeting and rehearsal 
are Monday and Thursday, at 7:30 P. 
M. at the church. Casting for the first 
production is not yet complete, but by 
the end of the current week it is hoped 
that work will be in full swing. 

There are two things we want our folks 
generally to think about and offer sug- 
gestions on—a name for the organization, 
and a simple design for our front cur- 
tain—about twelve by twenty-five feet. 
We will take up this matter at the meet- 
ing January 31st. Perhaps your thought 
will be a winner. 

A REQUEST 

The secretary has been asked for a 
copy of the Christian Register for Jan- 
uary 17, 1929. As there is no file of the 
Christian Register in this office will some 
one who takes the Register be kind 
enough to bring that copy in? 


CHURCH COMMITTEES 

Mr. Neuschaefer, president of the 
Board of Trustees, has appointed the fol- 
lowing committees for the year: Finance, 
Dr. W. D. Moore, chairman; M. H. Me- 
Call, Alfred L. Benshimol and W. G. 
Kerckhoff; House, L. R. Stritesky, chair- 
man, Mrs. Lucille Snow, Girard Allen; 
Music, E. W. Brewer, Jr., chairman, and 
Mrs. Snow; Worship and Membership, A. 
E. Briggs, chairman, Mrs. L. N. Anderson, 
Mrs. J. P. Hunt, Mr. A.-V. Andrews; 
Hospitality, Mrs. J. B. Baker, chairman, 
Mr. Alrich, Mrs. L. N. Anderson. 

Mr. D. G. Andrews resigned from the 
Board on account of ill health and Mr. 
L. R. Stritesky has been appointed to 
serve in his place for the remainder of 
the term. 


Order of Service 


10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude a. Finale to Third Symphony.............-....-.---.--- Mendelssohn 

ae OMe Of) eae EMME e Saint-Saens 
Mrs, Chick 

Hymn, “Life of Ages,” Number 4. 

Reading. 

Prayer. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 

Quartet, “Praise Ye the Father’’..c.....-.-..----.--.-----------++1s1ss en Gounod 

Responsive Reading, Memorial, Page 54. 

Announcements. 

Offertory, “Walther’s Prize Lied’. --c.--0¢---.e-aseon-0:--couses-= Wagner 
Sola, “Friend: O” Mime sc. cssosscsseassspernceteececcen-e-02<-2cne one ae Sanderson 
Mr. Cheatham 

Address, “The Man of Faith.” 

Dr. E. Stanton Hodgin 
Hymn, “Forward Through the Ages,” Number 64. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Miss Lillian Wilson, Soprano. 
Mrs. Marguerite Johnson, Contralto 
Robert Tracey Cheatham, Tenor. 
W. M. A. Brandt, Baritone. 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 


Luening Service 


Current Evente—by Dr. Romeatteciic...o.ccceccc sense a 7:30 P.M. 
Young People’s Service <.22.....tiscssscjss-csssenees-a0e--n2c0-cecienee 8:00 P.M. 
Organ Prelude, “Pomp and Circumstance”...............---.---+-+-0-- Elgar 


Phyllis Hunter 
Hymn, “Let There be Light.” Number 26. 
Responsive Reading, “A Creed of Life.” Page 41. 
Prayer. 
John Ferte 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory in .iiefecanere: nocese semen ote Selected 
Phyllis Hunter 
Special Music. 


Short Talks— 
Youth Looks at the World_.:... nck Stanley Roush 
Criticisms of the Church.................. scence -Allen Campbell 
My . Philosophy ....-.cg sears ons. he John McKinney 

Y. P. R. U. Song, “Forward Shoulder to Shoulder.” 

Benediction. 


Eleanor Merriam 
Posthude) ncceeccnscntcs-ance-arensonh-2de-epesnenis- neni: ocpnnusensiileaaennaa Selected 
Phyllis Hunter 
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THE MAN OF FAITH 

Benjamin Franklin was a Puritan who 
was not at all Puritanical. Born of a 
long line of Puritan ancestors and grow- 
ing up in an atmosphere and an environ- 
ment of strict Puritanism, the whole sub- 
stance of what we are accustomed to call 
Puritanism seems to have been left out 
of his being. He was in no sense an 
ascetic. He had no fear or suspicion 
of the physical life and the material 
world. It was in the material world that 
he lived, moved and had his being. As 
a small child he was ever scandalizing 
his parents by what was considered his 
impertinent and irreverent questions. He 
had none of those pious fears that all 
good children were supposed to have. 
Because of this peculiarly skeptical dis- 
position and what was considered an un- 
wholesome disposition to inquire and 
question, he did not get along very 
smoothly in a large family of which he 
was the fifteenth child. 

If we take Franklin as he stood facing 
the future in his early twenties there was 
nothing especially promising about him. 
He was industrious, self reliant, and had 
a remarkable ability for landing on his 
feet no matter where he might be put. 
He apparently had no very lofty ideals or 
ambitions in life. He had rejected all of 
the conventional religious views and with 
them most of the moral standards as well. 
He drank somewhat freely from the cup 
of vice and felt no particular repulsion. 
One would be forced to say that on the 


whole he was of rather coarse fibre. But 
with his fertile and comprehensive mind, 
he soon came to see clearly that as a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap; that the 
way of virtue is the way of life, that it is 
only as one pursues a virtuous life that 
he can retain health and strength and ac- 
chieve a prosperity and happiness that is 
permanent and will not end in disap- 
pointment. He saw quite as clearly the 
second great law of life—that no man 
liveth to himself alone, that a portion 
of the people can not be truly prosperous 
while others want, that a portion of man- 
kind can not be really happy while oth- 
ers are miserable. As the result of this 
purely intellectual conversion, he re- 
solved that no day should pass by without 
his doing something for the improve- 
ment and enrichment of his own life and 
the lives of those about him. He pur- 
sued this course so consistently and effec- 
tively that his became one of the fullest, 
completest and richest lives of his time. 

Such great achievements are impossi- 
ble without a great faith. His deepest 
conviction was that if one would know 
God, he must know his handiwork. He 
must search out matter, make available 
and harness into service the divine 
forces that are hidden away in the world 
all about him. He believed that in so 
doing, man himself became divine and 
found himself in fellowship with God and 
that it was not necessary to enter into 
any of the metaphysical and theological 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
speculations about divinity. 

Theodore Parker, who made a very 
careful study of Franklin and his faith 
sums the whole matter in the following 
striking way: 

“Many have called him not only nega- 
tively irreligious, but positively anti-re- 
ligious and atheistic. Here all rests on 
definition. 

First, if religion be a compliance with 
the popular ecclesiastical ceremonies, 
then Franklin had little religion; 

Second, if religion be a belief in the 
standard doctrines of the ecclesiastical 
theology,—the trinity, the fall, total de- 
pravity, the atonement, the invincible 
wrath of God, eternal hell, the damnation 
of men or of babies, the miraculous reve- 
lation of the Old Testament and the New, 
—then Franklin had no religion at all; 

Third, if religion be fear, whining, 
creeping through the world, afraid to use 
the natural faculties in the natural way; 
if it be hatred of such as think differently 
from the mass of those who do not think 
at all; if it be to damn men because they 
say there is no damnation; then Franklin 
had no religion at all, but was positively 
anti-religious and atheistic, for he stood 
up straight, like a man on his own feet 
and walked manfully forward, daring to 
think and to tell what he thought him- 
self, leaving others to think also for 
themselves, having a manly contempt for 
all bigotry, all narrowness, yet not hat- 
ing the bigot. 

But if religion be to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with God; 
if it be to love God with all the mind, 
and heart, and soul, and ones neighbor 
as ones self; if it be to forgive injury, to 
do good to all men; to protect the needy, 
clothe the naked, instruct the ignorant, 
feed the hungry, to lift up the fallen, to 
break the rod of the oppressor and to let 
the oppressed go free; and at heart to 
endeavor to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world; then what statesman, what 
man, what bishop of that time, was his 
equal? If such things as he practised 
make a man a Christian, then Franklin 
must stand high on the list. If they do 


not, then it is of no consequence who is 
called Christian, Pagan, or Turk.” 


THIS SUNDAY 

CHURCH SCHOOL—9:50 A. M. 

Continued interest is being shown in 
the dramatization of Bible stories. The 
children are urged to be prompt so that 
plenty of time can be given to this fea- 
ture of the Church School hour. 

THE ADULT CLASS—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Flood 
Myths.” 

THE STUDY CLASS—9:50 A. M. 

Mr. Roy Porter, principal of the Rich- 
ard Henry Dana, Jr., High School of San 
Pedro, will speak to the Study Class on 
Sunday morning on the subject “Let’s 
Learn to Play.” Mr. Porter has been in 
educational work for many years and has 
an enviable reputation in his particular 
field. He will have a worth-while mes- 
sage for all who hear him. 


THE FELLOWSHIP—10 A. M. 
Dr. Helen Hunter will continue her 
discussion of subjects pertaining to Love 
and Marriage. 


CORRECTION 

Rehearsal evenings for the newly or- 
ganized dramatic and musical organiza- 
tion are Mondays and Wednesdays, at 
seven-thirty P. M., instead of Mondays 
and Thursdays as announced last week. 

Rehearsals are shaping themselves into 
real units, and within a very few weeks 
we hope to announce our first production 
information. We are anxious to express 
original work, and if there are writers 
among the members of the church in- 
terested in one-act plays, and would be 
willing to have us produce them, kindly 
get in touch with the organization for a 
play reading. é 

There are some important parts as yet 
uncast, and those interested should visit 
the next rehearsal. Do not delay, for our 
requirements are limited. Those inter- 
ested in the musical phase of our work,— 
voice and instrumental,—should investi- 
gate the opportunity offered. 
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ORGAN RECITAL 

This church is to have the honor of 
presenting in recital on Thursday even- 
ing, February 28th, Mr. G. D. Cunning- 
ham, England’s foremost organist. Mr. 
Cunningham is city organist of Birming- 
ham, a much coveted post, and is also or- 
ganist to the University of Birmingham, 
besides being director of the Choir of 
the City of Birmingham. This is Mr. 
Cunningham’s first American tour, and 
he will make only this one Los Angeles 
appearance. The musicians of this lo- 
cality are evidencing great interest and 
enthusiasm and the affair promises to be 
an outstanding musical event. 

It was intended by the committee who 
planned this recital that we should en- 
deavor to make this church a real musi- 
eal center and this concert is offered as 
the first of a series. Owing to the fact 
that we have never attempted anything on 
so large a scale before it presents quite 
a task, and the committee earnestly so- 
licits your support and cooperation in 
making the affair the success it deserves 
to be. 

Tickets are $1.00 with a special rate of 
50c for students. Will you not be respon- 
sible for a number of tickets? They are 
available at the church office at any 
time. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


There will be a regular meeting of the 
sewing group on Thursday, February 
14th, at 10 A. M. 

At 2:00 P. M. there will be a benefit 
Bridge Tea for Sunset Hall. Mrs. J. B. 
Baker has very kindly opened her home 
for this party, and it is hoped that every- 
body will feel a responsibility to such a 
worthy cause. Plan to enjoy an after- 
noon of cards and if you are unable to at- 
tend give your support to the party by 
buying a ticket. The party is open to your 
friends. Please communicate your inten- 
tion of attending as early as possible so 
that Mrs. Baker can formulate her plans. 
The address is 2137 West 21st Street. 
ROchester 8792. 


FELLOWSHIP CABARET 


The members of the Fellowship are 
sponsoring a worthy cause—a fund to 
finish and equip the gymnasium. On 
Friday and Saturday nights, February 
15th and 16th, they are putting on a 
cabaret to which you are most cordially 
invited to bring your friends. The social 
hall will be named “Pastel Paradise” for 
the occasion, and will be seen in beautiful 
and novel decorations. Beautiful girls 
and handsome men will make up the cho- 
rus, and several skits and solo dances are 
being prepared. Refreshments will be 
served and you may enjoy all this for 
the small sum of 50c. The proceeds are 
to be used for gymnasium equipment. 
The young people will sincerely appre- 
ciate your support. Tickets will be on 
sale Sunday morning after the service. 


THE COIN 


Into my heart’s treasury 

I slipped a coin 

That time cannot take 
Nor thief purloin— 

QO, better than the minting 
Of a gold-crowned king 

Is the safe-kept memory 
Of a lovely thing. 


—Sara Teasdale. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude—a. “Fanfare”’...Lemmens 


Seether} Grieg 
Mrs, Chick 

Hymn, “The Steady Gain of Man”.......... 

Seer ei cepa eaetters ta d Number 31 
Reading 
Prayer i \ 
Response. ' 
Organ Interlude. 
Quartet, “The Builder”..................Cadman 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “Offertoire”...................... Salome 


Duet, “I Waited for the Lord”’............... 
bed Renee ase epee eet Mendelsshon 
Miss Wilson, Mrs. Johnson 
Address, 
Idealist, Opportunist.” 
E. Stanton Hodgin, D. D. . 


“Abraham Lincoln — Realist 


+) 


Hymn Sayioursa ee Number 22 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 

Organ) Recital es ee 7:30 P.M. 
William J. Kraft, U.C.L. A. 
Meditation Serieuse.................. Bartlett 
Communion in G..........0...........- Batiste 
Largo tee ek ee ee Handel 
InvthewDwilightens eee Harker 


Grand March from “Aida”........ Verdi 


Current Events....... Denote Cee 8:00 P. M. 
Dr. Frederick W. Roman 


Lecture, Is the Church an Enemy 
of Democracy ’?................-----.- 8:30 P.M. 


Dr. Roman 


VALUE RECEIVED 

For the inspiration which comes to me, 
enabling me to face my life with a saner 
mind, a more complacent spirit and a 
broader sympathy for my fellowman,— 

For the ideas which are born into my 
life because of the aspiration of my heart 
in the hour of worship,— 

For the rational, serious, scientific and 
humanitarian views I hear expressed from 
the pulpit,— 

For the freedom granted me to believe 
what seems to me to be the truth while 
uniting with others in the exercises of 
worship and instruction,— 

For the sense of fellowship I feel with 
the pioneer spirits in religion with whom 
I am in company upon the broad high- 
way that leads to truth,— 

For the unexpressable hungers of the 
heart which are fed at the fountain of 
music,— 

For the opportunity to stop for a while 
in the mad rush of life to catch a vision 
of my place in the unending procession 
of struggling humanity,— 

For the sake of perpetuating into the 
life of this day, and the days to come, 
the memory of the noble and good of 
other days, for all these, I pledge my sup- 
port in the work of our rcligious fellow- 
ship. 

From “Chapel Notes.” 
Published by Bell Street Chapel, 
Providence, R. I. 


You will be given an early oportunity 
to make your pledge to the budget for 
current expenses of this Church for 1929. 
If you are in sympathy with the views 
expressed above by another member of 
the Unitarian fellowship, will you not 
make your subscription as generous as 
possible? 


I call that mind free which resists the 
bondage of habit, which does not live 
on its old virtues, which does not en- 
slave itself to precise rules, but which 
forgets what is behind, listens for new 
and higher monitions of conscience, and 
rejoices to pour itself forth in fresh and 
higher exertions. 

—William Ellery Channing. 
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LITTLE SERMONS 

Every human being is an end in him- 
elf; not a means to the ends of some 
Vorld Purpose, Institution, Social Or- 
er or other Man. Man and society are 
ot set one against the other. If others 
re worth serving, they must be worth- 
ul. And if they are worthful, so must 
‘ou be also. The deeper truth making 
iecessary the life of service is, that self- 
ealization is achieved most fully by crea- 
ive activity which is useful to and shared 
»y others. Man does not live unto him- 
elf alone. The response and recognition 
»€ others, their part in our joys and dis- 
\ppointments, is so large a part of any 
ife, that the truth is finally seen that 
ve humans rise or fall together. Our 
juest for abundant life is a shared quest. 
Ve serve the instruments of the wider 
lestiny of man, not only that they may 
n turn serve us, but because that service 
'$ a spontaneous expression of our own 
mpulses, meeting the needs of the crea- 
ive urge within us. 

An evolutionary view of life vindi- 
rates that sacredness of human nature. 
The law of evolution is the emergence 
of real differences out of an upward 


continuity of process. Whether person- 


ality, which consists of conscious pur- 
pose, reason, culture, good-will, self-dis- 
cipline in the pursuit of an ideal exists 
elsewhere in the universe, we do find 
personality beyond question in man. That 
these qualities of personality have been 
made attributes of the gods shows how 


sacred man holds them to be. They are 
in the observable world the new and 
unique difference which sets man apart 
and above the animal world. They con- 
stitute man’s rational nature in which 
rests his divinity. They challenge him 
to stand upon his own feet in self-res- 
pect and courage. 

SACRED is a word relative to man’s 
deepest attitudes. Man is sacred to man 
because man cannot get along without 
man, and because his own rational na- 
ture and his own self-respect, have led 
him to see equal grounds for respect 
in others. 

“Thou shalt not kill” is one part of 
the Bible at least, that liberals may con- 
cede to be infallable. It should be ex- 
tended to say “Thou shalt not dull the 
divine curiosity of young life. Thou 
shalt instead nurture individuality, 
sharpen reason and sympathy, and direct 
initiative into constructive channels.” 
Every person is, may be, or might have 
been in a proper environment, a ra- 
tional being of deep emotion, eager 
mind, and high purpose, giving his days 
to the fulfillment of vivid dreams. Man 
is the most sacred thing under the sun. 
And what’s beyond we'll leave to the 
astronomers._EDWIN HENRY WILSON 

Minister of First Unitarian Church, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

My friends, learn the art of retaining 
a sense of values so that you will never 
get into the tragedy of misplaced em- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

Classes are provided for ch'\dren of 
all ages and all the children of the parish 
are invited to attend this most inter- 
esting assembly on Sunday mornings at 
9:50. Motion pictures, dramatization of 
Bible stories, and discussions are some 
of the special features offered from time 
to time. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 

will be “Babel and Philology.” 
The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Mr. Harold Story, teacher in journal- 
ism and debate coach in the Inglewood 
Union High School will speak to the 
Study Class Sunday morning. 

Mr. Story has conducted evening 
classes in psychology this season and they 
have been unusually well attended. Any- 
one who heard Mr. Story last year on 
Socialism will remember the scholarly 
way in which he handled his subject. 

The Feliowship—10:00 A. M. 

Mr. Benshimol will speak to the Fel- 
lowship on the subject “Should the pub- 
lic schools have a course in preparation 
for marriage?” Mr. Benshimol speaks to 
the Fellowship each month and in this 
talk he will follow up the general dis- 
cussion for the month. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
phasis. The surest evidence that you are 
in for a terrible time is to get so mis- 
placed in emphasis that you emphasize 
certain approaches or certain ideas with 
unwarranted importance. 

Learn to live life in terms of its uni- 
ties, and keep life sane by a diversity of 
interests. Give all your life to some one 
thing and give it well, but while you are 
doing that, surround your life with a 
sufficient diversity of interests that moral 
and physical health will be accentuated 
by your practice of the unities. The 
great tragedy of it all is that we become 
obessed and we begin to emphasize such 
details and certain approaches and cer- 
tain little relations to life, and the first 
thing we know, we disturb the normal 


balances of a proper psycho-biological 
personality, with the result that distor- 
tions come. It affects our personal 
health, it is evidenced in our moral 
health, and it disturbs our mental equi- 
librium. Consequently, to retain a di- 
versity of interests is one of the great 
delights of a well-rounded and symmet- 
rical life. —PRESTON BRADLEY, 

Minister of The People’s Church of 
Chicago. =§©£——————_——_ 

Basing his right of inquiry upon the 
patent royal of an almost sublime cur- 
iosity (that was bestowed upon him on 
the day of his birth), man intends to pry 
into every corner, to explore every re- 
gion, to investigate the hidden mean- 
ing of every phenomenon which comes 
within the reach of human reason and to 
do this without respect for anybody or 
anything beyond the limits laid down by 
that demonstrable truth which shall be 
the corner-stone of our future develop- 
ment. 

If he prove to be successful in his 
search, he shall let his neighbors know 
without pride. If (for the moment) he 
find himself baffled by the difficulties 
that confront him, he shall confess his 
defeat without shame and shall leave it 
to others, better equipped than himself, 
to try again. 

Above all things, he shall say “yes” 
to Life and, armed with patience and 
forbearance and good-natured humor, he 
shall relentlessly push forward into the 
realm of the unknown until the little 
drop of energy which he has borrowed 
for a short space of time shall be needed 
for some other purpose, when he expects 
to surrender the loan without a single 
word of regret, as he has learned that 
both life and death are expressions of 
one and the same idea and that nothing 
really counts in this world except the 
courage with which the individual dares 
to attack the one problem to which there 
is no definite solution, the problem of 
existence. 

—HENDRIK WILLIEM VAN LOON 

From foreword to “Man the Miracle 
Maker.” 
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$20,000 FOR OUR 1929 BUDGET 

Will you make your pledge towards 
the running expenses of the church be- 
fore March Ist? This is your church 
home and you will want to see it ade- 
quately provided for. Let us all should- 
er our reasonable part of the load that 
we may have a happy and effective year 
together. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE SUPPER 

The Laymen’s League has changed the 
program somewhat this month and will 
have their monthly meeting on Sunday 
evening, February 17th, at 6 o'clock. 
This is done so that the members of the 
congregation may have an opportunity 
to meet Dr. and Mrs. Roman. Dr. Ro- 
man is conducting a series of lectures for 
the Laymen’s League on Sunday evenings. 

Both men and women are invited to 
the supper and you are urged to make 
your reservations not later than Friday 
noon. Supper will be fifty cents. 

AN INVITATION AND A REQUEST 

A most cordial invitation, and a re- 
quest, is extended to those interested in 
musical work to visit the newly organized 
drama and musical club rapidly gaining 
momentum. Our rehearsal nights are 
Monday and Wednesday at seven-thirty 
in the social hall. Early in March we 
will have need for solos and harmonies— 
voice and instrumental. An evening of 
plays and musie will then be offered. It 
will pay you and it will please us if you 
will investigate. 

If you have old furniture about the 
heuse that you are willing to part with, 


please call or write the church office and 
some one will call for it. The drama 
section must begin collecting properties, 
etc., at once. When you see your cast-off 
furniture in our productions just think 
how proud you will be to say, “Well, if 
that isn’t dad’s old rocker!” 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


On February 21st at ten o’clock the 
women of the Alliance will meet for 
sewing with Mrs. Abbie Brewer. 

Luncheon will be served at 12:30. All 
those having birthdays in February will 
gather at the birthday table prepared by 
Dr. Rooney. The luncheon speaker will 
be Mrs. O. B. Manchester. This is the 
last time for this season that Mrs. Man. 
chester is scheduled to speak to us. 
Those who have heard her will not want 
to miss hearing her, and those who have 
not should avail themselves of the op- 
portunity. 

Be sure to make your reservations for 
lunch by Tuesday noon, February 19th. 
The ready response to the reservation 
idea is greatly appreciated by those who 
are responsible for the serving. 

Have you paid your dues for the year 
ending April 30th? $1.00 for member- 
ship and $3.65 for calendar dues. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers for Sunday, February 3rd, 
were furnished by the Misses Chapin, and 
those for February 10th by Mrs. R. C. 
Gillis. 


THE CUNNINGHAM RECITAL 


Plans for the Cunningham Organ Re- 
cital on Thursday evening, February 
28th, are being perfected as rapidly as 
possible. The prestige to be gained by 
presenting such a concert cannot be es- 
timated. We all want the Unitarian 
Church to become known in Los An- 
geles as a vital force in the life of the 
community. Are you doing your part in 
advertising this important event? Tick- 
ets will be on sale Sunday morning after 
church. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude—e. “Festival Fantasia’) _.........-.-:...-----..0snee Tschirch 
B. “Angelus” = -0.0..oco-<cfescecsccnerecens seonevelecny ee Massenet 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Unrest?” o.icciccccscc fcceciice-sotantdescacses ane tease Number 3 
Reading. 
Prayer. 
Response. 


Organ Interlude. 


Quartet, “Jerusalem, O Turn Thee,” from “Gallia” _.......-2222.--.--:--0-0 Gounod 
Responsive Reading, “Old Testament Prophets” .................----.-----++---- Page 42 
Announcements. 

Offertory, “Slumber Song” 22. -.ccscc.--cccln eeseeese=- o-oo oe Schumann 
Solo; “Friend O’ Mine’... 3 ee eee Sanderson 
Mr. Cheatham 
Address \it. stasstts eatahs tole es 2 Ma ee E. Stanton Hodgin, D. D. 
Hymn, “The Streams of Love” 2527 .3h cnet Number 52 
Benediction. 

Postlude. 


Miss Lillian Wilson, Soprano 
Mrs. Marguerite Johnson, Contralto 
Robert Tracey Cheatham, Tenor 
W. M. A. Brandt, Baritone 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 


EVENING SERVICE 


Organ Recital: ..:55..-3.0. 22020. 7:30 P.M. 
Mr. William J. Kraft, U. C. L. A. 
FAS Gap: 

Festival Hymn rc beh eee ee Bartlett 

Cradle. Song aici tele. ee eee ee Grieg 

Largo “New World Symphony, 2.2... ee Dvorak 

The ,Cadinette Shepherd Songyjeeicsstec.2c2-0 sense Jones 

Pomp and Circumstance March ...........-...---.----0-----0s0+- Elgar 
Current? Events) 222.0100 co 8:00 P. M. 
Lecture, “The Debt of American Democracy to Edmund Burke”....8:30 P.M. 


Dr. Frederick W. Roman 
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THE POOREST MAN IN THE WORLD 

“The poorest man in all the world is 
he who has sold his dreams for gold.” 
This is the present day version of the 
scriptural declaration “Where there is no 
vision the people perish.” 

“Dreams” in this case does not mean 
the mental abberations that sometimes 
disturb one’s sleep. Neither does it mean 
the vagrant fancies that flit through the 
mind when it is least responsible. It 
means those pictures and visions of what 
life ought to be, that come to us when 
we are at our best and the mind is most 
active—pictures of life to which our 
ripest experience, our fullest knowledge 
and our best understanding have con- 
tributed. 

Such dreams constitute the stuff that 
life is made of. They are the pattern 
we should strive to follow in weaving 
the great fabric of eternity. Whenever 
we consent to follow some other pattern 
than the best, because it is easier, or 
because it brings temporary reward, we 
have sold our dreams for gold. Gold 
does not necessarily mean money or 
material reward, but something less than 
the best that is available. 

All true literature is prophetic. It is 
some person’s dream of what ought to 
be, put into literary form. The best im- 
aginative literature is not the highly 
colored fairy tales as unlike anything in 
real life as possible,—something that is 
put alongside one’s drab real life offering 


a temporary escape from its consuming 
menotony. It consists of those romances 
that take the drab materials of everyday 
life and weave them into a colorful, fas- 
cinating and possible picture of life, into 
which one may permanently escape from 
the grind that is wearing him out. 
George Eliot and Victor Hugo were 
among the finest dreamers of their time, 
but they never took one out of the or- 
dinary nineteenth century walks of life. 
They showed people how the materials 
of sordid daily life might be recast inte 
beautiful and attractive forms, all of 
which might be realized and enjoyed by 
those who were willing to pay the price. 
Young people often start on their life 
careers with splendid dreams and filled 
with fine enthusiasms. Their dreams 
often prove inadequate to the needs of 
their time and fall in ruins at their feet. 
Have they the courage and the resource 
to gather up the broken fragments, cor- 
rect their mistakes, build another and 
better ideal for themselves and fill it 
with the old enthusiasm? Many have 
and do. They become the men and 
women of enterprise and progress who 
give character and meaning to their age. 
Many, on the other hand, never recover 
from their early disappointments and dis- 
They become the cynics 
and misanthropes who are a drag to all 
progress. Mazzini describes these disap- 
pointed ones who haven’t human stamina 
(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 


illusionments. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1929 


Address—“THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN”............0.--.0--0---00---- 10:50 A.M. 
By E. Stanton Hopern, D. D 
Organ Recital by WrtutaM J. Krart, U. C. L. A..............------- 7:30 P.M. 


Current Events and Lecture by Dr. FrepertcK W. Roman....8:00 P.M. 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

A film, “The Story of the Flag”, fea- 
turing Francis X. Bushman and Enid 
Bennett, will be shown on Sunday morn- 
ing. In commemoration of Longfellow’s 
birthday Mr. Wadsworth Harris, a direct 
descendant of the great American poet, 
will give a brief talk to the children. 
The children will not want to miss these 
two interesting features. 


The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture on Sunday morn- 
ing represents a great deal of study and 
preparation on his part and is one of 
the most interesting he has ever given. 
It is called “The Moses Myth.” Very 
few churches have the privilege of hav- 
ing as a regular lecturer a man who has 
given as much time and attention to 
Biblical history and literature as has Dr. 
Bullard. 


The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

The second of the series of talks on 
psychology will be given by Mr. Harold 
Story of the Inglewood Union High 
School. Last Sunday he discussed the 
effect of the body on the mind; this 
Sunday the effect of the mind on the 
body will be considered. 

These talks are particularly valuable 
as they are scientific and not psuedo- 
scientific, as is much psychology. 


The Fellowship—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Helen Hunter will continue her 
discussion of the subject “Love and Mar- 
riage.” This will be the last one of this 
series. During the month of March, 
Prof. Bennett M. Allen of U. C. L. A. 
will give a series of talks on “Evolution 


and the Bible.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


enough to recover their faith in the fol- 
lowing tragic words, “How many young 
men have I not hailed at the commence- 
ment of their careers, glowing with enthu- 
siasm and full of the poetry of great en- 
terprises, whom I see today precocious 


old men, with the wrinkles of cold calcu- 
lation on their brows; calling themselves 
free from illusions when they are only 
disheartened; calling themselves practi- 
cal when they are only common place.” 

The religious prophets were the great 
dreamers of the past. They had their 
ideals of a perfect world and a perfect 
life. These ideals contrasted so sharply 
with anything and everything they were 
able to see around them that they thought 
of their dream world and their dream 
life as existing entirely apart from this 
world, and to be realized only by laying 
hold of some power entirely apart from 
anything to be found here. Hence, all 
the many supernatural schemes of sal- 
vation in which the human race has been 
revelling these many centuries. They 
gave people hope and courage to endure 
and live through the hardships and tra- 
gedies that beset this world life, but 
today are being seen by an ever increas- 
ing number of people to be out of har- 
mony with the new knowledge and un- 
derstanding of life that is coming to men 
in ever increasing numbers. 

Today the great dreamers are the 
scientists and the educators. In their 
dreams they see a new heaven and a 
new earth far more resplendent and pos- 
sible than the older and more garish 
dreams of the theologians. These dreams 
do not stand apart from the things of 
this life and this world as the older 
dreams did, but are the fulfillment of 
all that is promised in this present world 
life and are not to be realized by turn- 
ing away from and renouncing it, but by 
each one doing everything that he can do 
to improve, enlarge and enrich our pres- 
ent life. 


Strong souls within the present live, | 
The future veiled, the past forgot; 
Grasping what is, with hands of steel, 
They bend what shall be, to their will; 
And, blind alike to doubt and dread, 
The End, for which they are, fulfil. 
—Goethe. 
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WHAT LOCAL MUSICIANS 
ARE SAYING ABOUT THE 
CUNNINGHAM CONCERT 


The local guild of organists is highly 
honored in sponsoring such a renowned 
artist as Mr. Cunningham, and feel as- 
sured that the recital will be one of 
great interest and profit. 


—DUDLEY WARNER FITCH, 
Dean of the Southern California Chap- 
ter, American Guild of Organists; Organ- 
ist at St. Paul’s Cathedral. 


—x— 


I would not miss the Cunningham re- 
cital for anything. Having heard Mr. 
Cunningham in London I am anxious to 
hear him on the Casavant organ. Don’t 
forget the date—February 28th. 


—ROLAND DIGGLE, 
Organist at St. Johns Cathedral. 


xX — 


Mr. Cunningham is undoubtedly Eng- 
land’s foremost organist and is the re- 
cipient of wonderful honors, and Eng- 
land does not confer honors unless they 
are deserved. I am glad to have the op- 
portunity of hearing his masterly inter- 
pretation of the excellent program se- 
lected. 

—FRANK H. COLBY, 

Organist at St. Vibiana Cathedral. Ed- 
itor of the Pacific Coast Musician. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Thursday, February 28th, is Social Ser- 
vice day. Join the sewing groups and 
help carry on the good work. Mrs. Ab- 
bie Brewer meets with this group at ten 
o’clock. 

All dues for the year should be paid 
by April Ist. Have you paid yours? 

Save March 7th for the Alliance lunch- 
eon. Mrs. Edith Swarts, director of Girl 
Scouts in Los Angeles, will speak to us 
on that day on the subject “Conservation 
of Girls.” Don’t forget to make your 
reservation by Tuesday noon, March 5th. 


THE SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Miss Eve Smith will be hostess for the 
meeting of the Sunday Night Club Feb- 
ruary 24th. Supper will be served and 
informal entertainment provided. In or- 
der to carry out the evening’s program it 
is necessary to meet promptly at six 
o’clock so that those who wish to attend 
the recital and lecture later may do so. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers for February 24th are in 
memory of Eleanor B. Harris. 


THE LAW OF LIFE 
Progress is— 
The Law of life, man is not Man as yet. 
Nor shall I deem his object served, his 
end 
Attained, his genuine strength put fairly 
forth 
While only here and there a star dispels 
The darkness, here and there a_ tower- 
ing mind 
O’erlooks its prostrate fellows; when the 
host 
Is out at once to the despair of night, 
When all mankind alike is perfected, 
Equal in full-blown powers—then, not 
till then, 
I say, begin man’s general infancy. 


—Robert Browning. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude—a. “Dona Novis” from Mass No. 16............-.------------ Mozart 
b. “Gavotte”. ...:- Se oe sce ota tancencseye-tys cee Bach 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “The: Word? 2.22.05. daniso.-sacb nee tes geetes etal plag Number 8 
Reading. 
Prayer. 
Response. 


Organ Interlude. 


Quartet, “The Singers” .....-..2..-..1.:---egaseecseedeneneetneseaeeeue/seceswnenn Gaul 
Responsive Reading, “Sayings of Jesus” sosesctoseneensetanacenennaeecnanapaneatea@eney Page 45 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “Tranquility”. 20..u2.....- jeep e tee Torjussen 
Recitative—Air and Duet, “Help Me, Man of God”’........2...-22222.:.:--ee000-+ 

Hee Fee ARs en ea From “Elijah” _...2--.22.-2:2---:-s:e<20s20-0ent CR 

Miss Wilson and Mr. Brandt 

Address, “The Seen and the Unseen” ....................-.-- EK. Stanton Hodgin, D. D. 
Hymn, “When thy Heart with Joy O’erflowing”’....................--.----.-- Number 41 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


EVENING SERVICE 


Organ’ Recital [1.0.0 2 j.3cn cc bseeec yee scccd sneha nese ee eee ae 7:30 P.M. 


Mr. William J. Kraft, F. A. G. O. 
of UAGMIE A? 


Rhapsody o.c0i.sggac-ocnacnccc--sceeere cee oeeacregi oa epee Cole 
The: Minster’. Bells) j2.::4: eee ee Wheeldon 
EVOMSONG ate. cjacice dk op nttass ue ee er Johnston 
Supplication © .:-4.402..... eee eeeme se mani Frysinger 
Allegro: Quasi Marcia... icc.civee tegen Cole 
Current: Events: 2..3025)-/..2.25. 20. ccc gett eeeoke ee n 8:00 P. M. 
Lecture—“Has America Repudiated Its Debt to Thomas Paine?”............ 


bites ee Sein: Sees o_O es Dr. Frederick W. Roman 
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THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN 

“For the things that are seen are temp- 
oral: but the things that are not seen are 
eternal.” This text contains one of the 
perennial truths which each age must 
interpret according to its own experience 
and understanding. Today it should be 
interpreted vitally and rationally rather 
than in terms of the traditional theology. 

Life is in its very nature a striving for 
something unseen and for the time un- 
seeable. Life always believes in some- 
thing beyond its vision. The primordial 
animal, without eyes or ears, guided 
only by an undefined sense of touch 
had an inner instinct telling it vaguely 
that there was something geater than 
anything its lone sense could respond to. 
It was through this constant inner urge, 
responding ever more acutely to its en- 
vironment that it slowly developed its 
sense of touch into eyes and ears that 
respond in a thousand ways to what was 
before unseen and unknown. 

Man knows very well that all of his 
highly developed senses only respond to 
the coarser and less subtile aspects of 
reality. He is all the time trying to reach 
out farther into the unseeen, fully assured 
that in so doing he is drawing nearer to 
the real and the everlasting. He is de- 
veloping his senses today much faster 
than ever before, not by the improvement 
of the actual sense organs themselves, but 
by making instruments that greatly en- 
large their range. The radio is only a 
more highly sensitized ear. The telescope 


and microscope are greatly improved eyes 
that help us penetrate farther and more 
delicately into our environment and 
come nearer to hitherto unseen realities. 

We are forever mutilating and injuring 
ourselves and the unseeen ideals that are 
our inspiration, by trying to lay sensuous 
hands upon them. The greatest of all 
arts is to know how to possess the finer 
things of life without destroying them. 

A man is filled with delight at the song 
of the skylark as it rises height above 
height pouring out its rapturous melodies 
in ever increasing volume. Not content 
to enjoy it, he determines to possess it 
for his very own. He carefully spreads 
his net and after many failures is finally 
able to reach out his hand and grasp the 
fluttering object. But what does he poss- 
ess? Only a little quivering mass of 
flesh and feathers which so long as he 
retains it is worth no more than a few 
ounces of refuse from the dump heap. 
What he wanted to possess, the song, he 
has made impossible both for himself and 
for others by his sensuous greed. The 
only way he can posses the soul of the 
bird—the song—is by not trying to poss- 
ess it at all in the vulgar sense, but by 
giving it absolute liberty to respond to its 
environment in its own way. 

The only way one can ever possess the 
finer and subtler treasures of life is by 
never trying to reduce them to the or- 
dinary status of ownership. Religion is 
the finer efflorescence that life gives off 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 


SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1929 


Address—“A New PRESIDENT AND A New OUTLOOK” ........ 10:50 A. M. 
By E. Stanton Hopetn, D. D. 
Organ Recital—Witu1aM J. Krart, U. C. L. Av... 7:30 P. M. 


Current Events and Lecture-—Dr. FREDERICK W. RoMAN........ 8:00 P.M. 
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the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 


The dramatization of a Bible story 
will be the main feature of the Church 
School on Sunday morning. The chil- 
dren are keenly interested in this work 
and are displaying remarkable talent for 
nts 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

The story of Joshua will be given by 
Dr. Bullard on Sunday morning. Last 
Sunday the attendance at his lecture was 
greater than at any other time since we 
came into the new church. People are 
learning that Dr. Bullard always has 
something worth while to offer. 


The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 


Mr. John Steven will discuss the com- 
ing municipal election, with its candi- 
dates and issues. 
ticular interest 


This topic is of par- 
in view of the great 
amount of criticism of city administra- 
tion which has been in the press recently. 


The Fellowship—10:00 A. M. 

Bennett M. Allen, Professor of Zoology 
in the University of California at Los An- 
geles, will give a series of talks during 
March on “Evolution and the Bible.” 
Professor Allen is always an interesting 
speaker, and on this particular subject 
will have something of great value for 
the young people. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


when it is functioning most freely and 
spontaneously. Whenever you try to cap- 
ture that efflorescense you destroy it and 
vulgarize it. It is in this way that the 
finest and truest elements in religion have 
been constantly degraded by a greedy 
ecclesiasticism that is determined to con- 
trol it and administer it for its own ag- 
grandizement. 

The beautitudes of Jesus were the song 
of a free soul as it mounted to the 
heights of vision and understanding. The 
church spread its net and tried to im- 
prison it in an institution that could con- 
trol it and deal it out, exacting such terms 
as it saw fit. Instead of receiving the 
free song of a free soul, people were of- 
fered the broken and bleeding body that 
was declared to possess magical power. 
The real message of Jesus and of all the 
true prophets of religion can be received 
by us only when we are mentally free 
and at our best, not when we are in 
chains of fear and subserviance to some 
dogmatic system. 

Paul in one of his inspired moments 
said, “Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things un- 
seen.” Faith is what the soul feels when 
it rises to the heights; when it is fullest 
and freest and best. The ecclsiastics have 
spread their net and tried to capture 
faith and put it in leading strings. Faith 
is offered to people as an ominous body 
of doctrine to which they must subscribe 
in fear and trembling. It is like the brok- 
en and bruised body of the bird from 
which the song has been driven forever. 

It is ever thus with the higher things 
of life. When we try to force a song 
of gladness we get a funeral march; and 
when we try to capture smiles and mirth 
we produce tears and tragedy. The king- 
dom of heaven cannot be taken by force. 


Conscience is the voice of Man, in- 
grained into our hearts, commanding us 
to work for man. The accumulated in- 
stinct of the race is poured into each one 
of us, and overflows, as if the ocean were 
poured into a cup.—W. K. Clifford. 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


GOOD NEWS FROM MR. BACKUS 

Mr. Backus recently returned to the 
hospital for further examination, with 
the result that the doctors found the real 
source of his trouble. They assure him 
that it will lend itself readily to treat- 
ment and that in a few weeks he will 
be restored to normal health. 


SPECIAL SERVICE ON EASTER 

Dr. Hodgin plans a christening service 
and public reception of members for 
Easter Sunday, March 31st. Will parents 
who wish to have their children chris- 
tened, and those wishing to join the 
church at that time please communicate 
with Dr. Hodgin or the church secretary 
as early as possible? 


DR. HORACE WESTWOOD 

On Sunday morning, March 10th, we 
are to have the pleasure of hearing Dr. 
Horace Westwood, mission preacher for 
the Laymen’s League, who is on the Pa- 
cific Coast and will conduct missions both 
at Long Beach and at Pasadena. 

Dr. Westwood has served Unitarian 
churches at Youngstown, Ohio, Winnipeg, 
and his last parish, before he entered 
the League work in 1927, was the First 
Church of Toledo. His subject on 
March 10th will be, “The Coming Re- 
ligion.” Dr. Westwood is considered one 
of the ablest preachers in the Unitarian 
fellowship, and our people will not want 
to miss the opportunity of hearing him. 


CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 

Will persons using envelopes for their 
weekly contributions please get a 1929 
set from the secretary? It is easier to 
keep the records if uniform envelopes 
are used, and the ones for 1929 are a 
little different from the ones we used 
last year. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, March 4, in the parlor. The 
hour has been changed to seven o'clock. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


At ten o’clock on March 7th, the sew- 
ing group will meet. At twelve-thirty 
there will be a luncheon meeting with 
Mrs. Edith Swarts, representing the Girl 
Scouts, as speaker. Mrs. Swarts will give 
us an interesting talk so be sure to make 
your reservation before Tuesday noon. 
There were approximately ninety present 
at our last meeting. Let us see if we can 
realize the same number at this lunch. 


The regular business meeting will come 
at two o'clock. Mrs. Temple will be 
glad to receive your dues, both annual 
and calendar. 


Misses Annie and Harriet Chapin are 
to be responsible for the raising of 
$50.00 for the month of March. They 
have planned a Bridge Tea for Thursday 
afternoon, March 14, at two o'clock. 
Come to the party and give the Alliance 
women the pleasure of meeting you so- 
cially, and thereby help the committee 
to make their quota for the month. 


WHERE DO YOU EAT LUNCH 
ON SUNDAY? 


Many members of this congregation are 
lunching together on Sundays at the 
Unique Cafeteria, on Seventh Street, just 
west of Westmoreland. The manager 
reserves tables for us on the mezzanine 
floor. This plan affords a splendid op- 
portunity for people to get acquainted 
and to discuss affairs in connection with 
the church. If you do not go home for 
lunch on Sundays, why not join this 
group? 


IN MEMORIAM 
William G. Kerchoff, February 22. 


OUTWITTED 


He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 

But Love and I had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle that took him in! 


—Edwin Markham. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ, Prelude—a. “Maestoso” .......2gieeicacceseds- hs. MacDowell 


b. “Largo” from “The New World Symphony”......Dvorak 
Mrs. Chick 


Hymn,. “America, the Beautiful” ........250220 0 coccoc.eccesdcc.cs. ce Number 51 

Reading. 

Prayer. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 

Quartet, “Darwr eo. oes soecsgiet accented PR He stipes sk ae Curran 

Responsive Reading, “American Idealism” _...........-..------------- Page 55 

Announcements. ; 

Offertory, “Andante ModerafO.gey ......8 00... Mendelssohn 

Solos ‘Life? )2.4.25) Se ee a ee Curran 
Mr. Brandt 

Address, ““A New President and a New Ouilook”____.... Dr. E. Stanton Hopcin 

Hymn, “Dear Ties of Mutual Succor Bind”..........0.....20..2...2-.2-2000--- Number 55 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 


Miss Lillian Wilson, Soprano 
Mrs. Marguerite Johnson, Contralto 
Robert Tracey Cheatham, Tenor 
W. M. A. Brandt, Baritone 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 


EVENING SERVICE 
Organ : Recital  2..2.05.c. Sp sceh fe eecvap su cxencs <P eee ce ase a nee 7:30 P.M. 
Mr. William J. Kraft, F. A. G. O. 
of U.Caly A: 


Grand.‘ Choeur <2. ic.3 ik. ee Kinder 
Scherzo. (Ganon ) ieee). ee ee ee Jadassohn 
Chorale Prelude sc.¢.22.ccco:-1s Wetec ees ee Bach 
Ble gy eet eses esis hia ee ee Noble 
Allegro Quasi Marcia’ ........ @¢e)..8 22 Cole 
Current, Everts: oi)jcccie esos nc. acs casas dan gue ee ce ee 8:00 P. M. 


Lecture, ‘““View of American Democracy Following the American Revolution” 
Dr. FrepertcK W. ROMAN 
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AFFIRMATIONS OF A LIVING 
FAITH 


The satisfying values of life are at 
our right hand available to all if hu- 
manity can overcome its original stupid- 
ity as well in sharing them as it has in 
creating them. Let no one iry io tell 
us that this life has no meaning without 
a professed belief in this or that dogma 
about the supernatural. Truth, Beauty, 
Goodness are values which spring from 
Life itself. If we seek them diligently 
through self-development, fearless think- 
ing and creative living, we shall find 
them. Our experiences of these values 
is sufficient proof of their availability 
and worth. 


It is the utmost pessimism to turn 
away from the task of fulfillment in this 
life to the compensatory shelter of other 
worldly hopes. The day will probably 
arrive when the person who spends his 
days snivelling at the difficulties and 
tragedies of life and pining for the 
blessed one, which perchance may come, 
will be regarded as the true skeptic. It 
is a renunciation of that faith and life 
which is innate in a normal healthy hu- 
man being. The astounding thing about 
man is his ability to face the Dawn in 
spite of obstacles. That is why any num- 
ber of new Dawns are announced every 
decade. Man is perennially optimistic. 
Loss of nerve, renunciation of the quest 
for values of the here and now is repul- 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 


INTRODUCING DR. WESTWOOD 

Dr. Horace Westwood, who is to preach 
for us on Sunday morning, has had a 
most interesting career. He was the son 
of a missionary to the railroad builders, 
the fishermen and stevedores of England, 
and was himself a preacher at the age 
of sixteen, in the Primitive Methodist 
Church in England. When he came to 
America he had charge of a Methodist 
circuit at Pelee Island, Ontario. Later 
he went to Michigan and conducted mis- 
sionary work among the lumbermen. Dr. 
Westwood was beset with misgivings as 
to the fundamentals of his faith, and de- 
veloped a desire for further study, so en- 
rolled in the divinity department of 
Northwesten University. He became 
more unsettled as a result of his studies 
and resigned from his student parish 
near Chicago on the ground that he had 
no right to preach while in a state of 
doubt. He entered Meadville Theologi- 
cal School and later completed his studies 
in the Divinity School of the University 
of Chicago. His first church in the Uni- 
tarian fellowship was at Youngstown, 
Ohio. He served Unitarian churches in 
Canada for seven years and then went 
to the Fist Unitarian Church at Toledo, 
resigning his pastorate there in 1927 to 
become mission preacher for the Lay- 
men’s League. 

We are very fortunate in being able to 
have Dr. Westwood with us on this oe- 
casion and earnestly urge that you hear 
him and give him a hearty welcome. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 1929 

“THE COMING RELIGION” 
Address by Dr. Horack Westwoop - - - Se ee 
Organ Recital—Wiu1aM J. Krart, U. C. L. ne Bens «i, 
Current Events and Lecture—Dr. FRepERIcK W. ROMAN - 


10:50 A. M. 
7:30 P. M. 
8:00 P. M. 
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Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 


The Church School opens promptly at 
9:50 with a period of singing which is 
followed by the special feature for the 
morning—sometimes a motign picture 
and often the dramatization of a Bible 
story. Later the children go to their own 
class rooms and follow the plans for 
study and discussion. Prompt and regu- 
lar attendance is urged. 


Joint Meeting of Adult Class and 
Study Class—9:50 A. M. 


The Study Class and the Adult Class 
will hold a joint meeting in the Alliance 
room. Dr. Bullard will be the speaker 
and his subject will be “The Miracles 
of the Bible.” He will discuss these, of 
course, from the non-evangelical point of 
Let’s give Dr. Bullard a good 
hearing. 


view. 


The Fellowship—10 A. M. 


Professor Bennett M. Allen will con- 
tinue his talks on Evolution and _ the 
Bible. His subject this week will be 
“Evidences of Evolution.” You are miss- 
ing something very much worth while if 
you are not hearing these lectures. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
sive to our deepest nature when once that 
nature has been awakened. 

Haman fulfillment for all can come 
only as a cooperative venture. The 
whole verdict of the new world view up- 
on the place of man in the universe is 
that his future is up to him. He must 
cultivate his own garden. He must put 
ptrpose into his common life. It is no 
use petitioning for special privilege and 
miraculous intervention in a world of law 
and order. Man is his own Providence. 
The encouraging thing is that in science 
he has the instrument for making this a 
satisfying world. From the dreams of a 
living faith in the here and now we must 
secure the will to use that instrument, in 
the service of humanity. 

Is life worth living? Gaze about you 
at its abundance. Who is there worthy 
of a friend who will deny it? What per- 
son who enjoys a good dinner, plays 
golf, bridge or pinochle—who knows the 
inside of a library and the far outside 
of a city where he can rough it with na- 
ture—what person will say not! What 
man who has sung as he worked shoulder 
to shoulder with men—who has built a 
bridge or a Home out of beams, dreams 
and plaster and peeked into the souls of 
others and found them more varied and 
colorful than the flowers, fruit and vege- 
tables at a country fair, will bewail this 
life as a vale of tears. Are not litile 
children with pink cheeks, sweethearts, 
festive days, the inspiring example of 
builders, painters, thinkers, scientists, 
dreaiers—the soul-gripping experience 
of a Symphony and the gleaming towers 
of the cities of men which hold them 
ull--warrant enough for this life? It is 
not escape from life that unhappy people 
need—but more of it. Let this be your 
simple creed, “More Life for Your 
Neighbor and Yourself.” 

Note:—This article is copied from 
“Dawn,” the publication of the First Uni- 
tarian Church of Dayton, Ohio. It is the 
second in a series under the title “Affir- 
mations of a Living Faith.” The Los An- 
geles Unitarian carried the first of the 
series in the issue of February 16th. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 
March Mth is Social Service day. The 


sewing group will meet at ten o’clock as 
usual. 

Misses Harriet and Annie Chapin will 
be hostesses for the Bridge Tea to be 
held in the Alliance parlor at 2 o’clock on 
Thursday afternoon, March 14th. It is 
hoped that the Alliance members will at- 
tend in large numbers so that the chair- 
man of the Ways and Means Committee 
may make her quota for the month of 
March. Help make this possible by your 
presence at the card party. 

Have you sent in your annual and cal- 
endar dues for the fiscal year ending Ap- 
ril lst? The members voted a penny a 
day for the Alliance instead of sponsor- 
ing a bazaar this year. If you have not 
as yet paid these dues will you see Miss 
McArthur or Mrs. Temple at once? 

The new exhibit of pictures in the Al- 
liance room has just come from the Ex- 
position Park gallery. They are the 


work of the West Coast Art Club of 
Women Painters. The Alliance is in- 
debted to Mrs. Emelia Goldsworthy 


Clark for the exhibit. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The regular fortnightly meeting of the 
Sunday Night Club will be held Sunday 
evening, March 10th, at six o’clock. A 
good supper and special entertainment is 
being planned. 


SUNDAY LUNCH 


Groups from this church are meeting 
for lunch on Sunday at the Unique Cafe- 
teria on Seventh Street, just west of 
Westmoreland. If you do not go home 
for lunch on Sunday you will always 
find congenial company on the mezzanine 
floor of this cafeteria. 


CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 


If you are paying your pledge on the 
weekly basis will you please get a set 
of envelopes from the secretary? They 
are provided for your convenience. 


REPORT ON PLEDGES 

Up to date 171 pledge cards have been 
signed and returned to the church. The 
pledges total $8,293.20. Two of these 
pledges are for $1,000 each; 1 for $500; 
16 between $100 and $500; 28 between 
$50 and $100; and 129 between $5 and 
$50. Our budget for this year calls for 
$20,000 which means that less than half 
of this amount has been pledged and that 
less than half of our members and friends 
have made a subscription. If you are vi- 
tally interested in this organization you 
will make no delay in sending in your 
pledge. Let’s finish this job quickly 80 
that our attention may be turned to 
other important matters. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 

The Sunday night dinner given by the 
Laymen’s League in February was so suc- 
cessful that it has been decided to re- 
peat the plan this month. The date set 
for this event is March 17th. Please have 
your reservation in by Thursday, March 
14, as there will be a geat demand for 
tickets. Supper will be served at six 
o’clock and the price is 50c. 


MEMBERSHIP 

If you are thinking about becoming a 
member of this church, please bear in 
mind that there will be a public reception 
of members at the morning service Easter 
Sunday, March 31st. Membership cards 
may be obtained from the secretary, or 
you may simply respond to the invitation 
on that day. If you do not care for the 
public reception you may become a mem- 
ber at any time by signing the member- 
ship book which is on the secretary’s desk 
each Sunday morning. 


A WORD TO VISITORS 

Are you new to our church? If so we 
want you to feel at home. We have a 
continual procession of visitors from all 
parts of the country and we are always 
glad to bid them welcome. Will you not 
sign the register and make yourself 
known to the secretary or some member 
of the church? 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude—a. “Prelude” 
b. “Nocturne” Number 3 


Hymn, “Triumph of Truth” 
Reading. 

Prayer. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 

Quartet, “He Watching Over Israel” from “ilijah” 
Responsive Reading, “Aspiration” 
Announcements. 
Offertory, “Adagio” 


Solo, “O Love Divine” 
Mrs. Johnson 


Address, “The Coming Religion” 
Dr. Horace Westwoop 


Hymn, “The Church of Man to Come” 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Miss Lillian Wilson, Soprano 
Mrs. Marguerite Johnson, Contralto 
Robert Tracey Cheatham, Tenor 


W. M. A. Brandt, Baritone 


Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 


EVENING SERVICE 


Organ Recital .W.:ca/ee Dein oie <fe iesl a ee 7:30 P. M. 
Mr. WituiaM J. Krart, F. A. G. O. of U. C. L. A. 
Festival Prelude on “Ein Feste Burg”’.................----------- Faulkes 
Rondinoiin DD Plat ji. eee te reer W olstenholme 
Theme Arabesque and Fughetta ...................2.-----00-0++- Thompson 
Processional: March’ ..i.:...cieugpet-cecect peer Kinder 
Current. Events | .jccc2sict.cixsnccastoctas-205iacnn calla tenet a tee pecan gee Peer 8:00 P. M. 
Lecture............ “Democratic Ideas as Emphasized by Emerson and Channing” 


Dr. FrepDERIcCK W. ROMAN 
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THE COMING RELIGION 

It has been suggested that the coming 
religion will be conspicuously non-exis- 
tent, that, as civilization advances, all re- 
ligion will disappear. Because the story 
of man’s spiritual progress is one of out- 
grown and discarded faiths, many are in- 
clined to look upon religion as a tempo- 
rary phenomenon. They say that religion 
is an expression of man’s intellectual 
adolescence and eventually will pass 
away. Religion, they say, is not inherent- 
ly a good thing, in spite of what the 
theologians say. While, presumably, it 
stands for love and brotherhood and 
goodness, it has, throughout the ages, 
stood for much besides, often for murder 
and oppression. 

Yet there are many who, while admit- 
ting the facts, do not share the convice 
tion that mankind will out-grow the need 
for religion. Destroy all creeds, they say, 
and more will rise tomorrow, for man is 
ineurably religious. His aspirations, and 
his yearnings for justice, righteousness, 
perfection, these demand religion. There- 
fore religion will remain, though it will 
undergo vast changes. 

A religious revolution is in progress at 
the present time, although it is neither 
generally admitted nor generally realized. 
However, those who are aware of the 
changes which are taking place, know 
that the religion of tomorrow will be so 
different from the religion of today that 
it will hardly be recognized. 

More and more men are realizing that 


religion is not an end in itself, but a 
means, a tool, a source of power to be 
used. Much of the religion of today has 
lost its assumptional character and is be- 
ing subjected to the scientific method. 
In the past, anything pertaining to relig- 
ion was considered sacred, holy, inviolate. 
Doubting, questioning, investigating were 
the greatest sins. But fortunately this 
idea is perishing. The outlook for the 
human race under scientific methods, is 
very hopeful. The scientist is leading us 
into the realm of the unseen, and in many 
instances, justifying the highest aspira- 
tions of mankind. Scientists are discov- 
ering that the only reality is being, and 
the only sacredness is truth. The age ot 
theology is giving place to the age of 
spiritual law. Many of the foundational 
tenets of religion as we have known it in 
the past, have been demonstrated as laws 
that can be used and depended upon. 
This need not detract from the warmth 
and comfort of religion. Rather it should 
increas2 its value and its sacredness. 
And the difference in emphasis is per- 
haps most noticeable today. Man is be- 
ginning to discover that he himself is 
master of his fate and abundantly capable 
of moulding himself and his future en- 
vironment. No longer does mankind 
expect the reign of justice, peace and 
love when God wills it. He knows that 
these things will not prevail until he him- 
self wills that they shall prevail—and is 
determined to pay the price. This is not, 
(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 


SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 1929 
“ON THE HEIGHTS” 
Address by Dr. E. STANTON HODGIN..........2....20.-0--0--c-0000--0-- 10:50 A. M. 
Organ Recital, Witu1amM J. Krart, U. C. L. Aw... 7:30 P. M. 
Current Events and Lecture, Dr. FREDERICK W. Roman.......8:00 P. M. 
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the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 


The Church School opens promptly at 
9:50 with a period of singing which is 
followed by the special feature for the 
morning—sometimes a motion picture 
and often the dramatization of a Bible 
story. Later the children go to their own 
class rooms and follow the plans for 
study and discussion. Prompt and regu- 
lar attendance is urged. 


The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 
The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Israel in the Making.” 


Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

“The Search for the Infinite through 
Music” will be the subject for discussion 
in the Study class. Mr. G. Davis Brill- 
hart, music lecturer and _ pianist, will, 
with the aid of the phonograph and pia- 
no, interpret Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony 
—the “Fate Symphony.” Miss Hazel Lin- 
kogel, soprano and violinist, will contrib- 
ute several numbers. The program is be- 
ing arranged by Josephine Marie Dowler, 
who will discuss the new growth of the 
appeal of music to the world and its sig- 
nificance in regard to the development 
of depth in the human consciousness. 


The Fellowship—10 A. M. 
Professor Bennett M. Allen will con- 
tinue the discussion of “Evidences of Evo- 
lution” in the series of talks given before 
the Fellowship this month. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
as some have suggested, robbing God of 
his prerogative; it is claiming the pre- 
rogative of man the son of God. 

What is faith? Belief? Trust? In the 
unseen and the unknown? No—it is the 
creative spirit working upon the stuff of 
life. 

To paraphrase: In the beginning was 
the Word—the thought—the idea, the 
dream—which was God. And this was 
made flesh—materialized—when man so 
willed it. 

Religion is not a thing apart, to be be- 
lieved—or argued about. It must be in- 
corporated with life. God works through 
us, and should we not ask ourselves what 
he is accomplishing. 


MEMBERSHIP 

This is the time of the year when new 
members should begin to bring us their 
membership cards. People who have 
once left an orthodox church have an 
walking anew into the 
clutches of an ecclesiastical system. It is 
only when they realize that our free basis 
of fellowship commits them to no creed, 
takes away none of their liberty, that they 
see that their aversion does not apply. 
We are not overly aggressive in this mat- 
ter of membership. We believe that those 
who catch our vision will come to us and 
show their willingness to strengthen lib- 
We do need the 
strength of larger numbers and know that 
there must be many who would find a 
richer life in fellowship with us. Every 
liberal church, our own included, has a 
number of contributing and participating 
friends whose names have not been 
placed in the books. We will welcome 
such support, too. We are not an eccle- 
siastical organization but a group of peo- 
ple free in body and soul who unite to 
achieve common purposes and serve one 
another. 

From “Dawn” published by the First 
Unitarian Church, Dayton, Ohio. 

The above article expresses exactly the 
attitude of this church. A service for the 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 2) 


aversion to 


eralism in this region. 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

This church derives its income almost 
entirely from the pledges of its members 
and attendants. Newcomers who may 
wish to make a regular contribution will 
find pledge cards on the table in the 
vestibule. They may be filled out and 
given to one of the ushers or the secre- 
tary or mailed to the church office. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

At ten o’clock Thursday morning, 
March 2st, the sewing group will meet 
with Mrs. Abbie Brewer. There will be 
a food sale that day, the proceeds of 
which will go toward making the quota 
for March. 

March birthdays will be celebrated at 
at the luncheon meeting. Members hav- 
ing birthdays in March are invited to sit 
at the birthday table. Dr. and Mrs. Hod- 
gin are to be our guests at this luncheon. 
It is the last time they will be with us 
as they will soon return to the east. 
Many will be glad of this opportunity to 
meet them again. Reservations for this 
luncheon must be made by Tuesday noon, 
March 19th. 

The program of Art and Travel will 
follow the luncheon festivities. Mrs. 
Emelia Goldworthy Clark, chairman of 
the Art Committee, has secured three 
very interesting speakers. Miss Charlene 
Welch, former president of the Santa 
Monica Alliance will give an illustrated 
talk on her trip around the world; Rev. 
Cora V. Lambert of Long Beach will have 
as her subject “High Lights Through Eur- 
ope”; and Mrs. Dell Meadows, member 
of the West Coast Art Club will speak 
on “A Sketching Trip Through Europe,” 
illustrated by her own etchings. We will 
also have the pleasure of some organ 
numbers by Mrs. Martha Bennett Miller. 
The program is worthy of a good audience 
and it is hoped many will be here to en- 
joy it. 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 

If you are paying your pledge on the 
weekly basis will you please get a set 
of envelopes from the secretary? They 
are provided for your convenience. 


(Continued from Page 2) 

public reception of members is being 
planned for Easter Sunday. You are in- 
vited to join the church at that service, 
or you may do so at any time by signing 
the membership book which may be 
found each Sunday morning at the secre- 
tary’s desk in the vestibule. 


The great difficulty with human life to- 
day is that in our criticisms of others we 
only tell that which will make authori- 
tative our opinion of them. Consequent- 
ly, when we discuss our friends or our 
enemies we tell only just so far, and the 
“just so far” is just the amount that will 
establish the rectitude of our own point 
of view. Isn’t that true? 

The next time you have occasion to 
criticise your enemy tell all the truth 
and tell all you know about him; the 
next time you have occasion to criticise 
some one who disagrees with you, find 
out how much there is between you with 
which there is no disagreement, and you 
will discover that the things we agree 
about are more than the things we dis- 
agree in, no matter how widely we seem 
to be in disagreement. The unities of life 
are always more than the discords of life. 
If we had as many discords as we have 
unities, it would be much more difficult 
to accentuate a unifying ideal. And it is 
not. 

Preston Bradley—in “The Liberal” pub- 
lished by the People’s Church of Chicago. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE SUPPER 
The regular monthly supper of the 
Laymen’s League will be given on Sun- 
day evening, March l7th, at six o’clock. 
There are only a limited number of tick- 


ets available. Have you purchased yours? 


POSTPONEMENT OF CARD PARTY 

The ecard party which was to be held 
on Thursday afternoon, March 14, has 
been postponed until March 28th. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mrs. Lucy F. Stowe, March 10th. 
Mrs. Delmar C. Ross, March 11th. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude—a.—“Maestoso” «.....osecteectecserececeeeeteee-1- + MacDowell 
b.— “Nocturne” ~... fo ococcciccctetec eect sees-nss en Chopin 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Tis Not the Length of Life”’..2_....W-.-.-...-.-:-0e000--- a Number 48 
Reading. 
Prayer. 
Response. 


Organ Interlude. 


Quartet, “My Creed”? oct. sash idt cic. / UR ewete a hs 092 snot Garrett 
Responsive Reading, “The Higher Law” ................-.-.--c----e-c-ececeeoeessneens Page 52 
Announcements. 

Offertory, “The Old Oak Tree” ......... Elan Silesia ogee oe Bayton-Power 
Solo; = Killarney? ee s - eee oe Irish Traditional 


| Mr. Cheatham 


Address, “On the Heights” 
E. Stanton Hodgin, D. D. 


Hymn, “A. Word anda Deed”... 0c: scccccseennntonecte-- ee ee Number 63 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Miss Lillian Wilson, Soprano 
Mrs. Marguerite Johnson, Contralto 
Robert Tracey Cheatham, Tenor 
W. M. A. Brandt, Baritone 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 


EVENING SERVICE 


Organ Recital | ciclstsctatgeess- Js ..4), ee 7:30 FM, 
Mr. WILLIAM J. Krart, F. A. G. O. of U. C. L. A. 
Grand Choéur’ 2.4..4.34: eee ee Kinder 
SPTINg SONG) oes 2k ae eee Mendelssohn 
Intermesz0. 3.4.0... 5.0.550.2 ee Callaerts 
Scotch’ Fantasia @iciinu.tee eee Macfarlane 
Current Evvents joie csiccscicadcils sect cc ec rece 8:00 P. M. 


Lecture, “Practical Results of New Democratic Ideas” 
Dr. FREDERICK W. ROMAN 


Time 
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Saturday, March 23, 1929 


Number 29 


ON THE HEIGHTS 

Early peoples always thought of divin- 
ity as dwelling on the heights. If 
man would approach God he must as- 
cend. Man’s standing erect with his face 
turned upward was regarded as evidence 
of his superiority and of his right to 
rule over the rest of creation. The ser- 
pent grovelling in the dust and haunting 
the dark and dismal places was looked 
upon as the most ungodly of all crea- 
tures. Divinity rejoiced in sunlight, Sa- 
tan in darkness. Nature taught men that 
the source of life was from above. In 
proportion as the plant possessed life 
it mounted upward. 

What do we mean today by ascending 
to the spiritual heights? The physical 
analogy is helpful. When we rise to the 
heights physically, we enlarge our hori- 
zon. We see much that was invisible 
before. Moreover, we see things in their 
relations to each other. We can evalu- 
ate them and judge: of their comparative 
importance. Everything centers in our- 
selves, not selfishly, but relatively. We 
dominate the situation. It all seems to 
minister to us, giving us something we 
did not have before. We are awed and 
filled with wonder, but we do not fear 
the mighty phenomena of nature when 
we look at them from above as we do 
when they tower over us. We feel puri- 
fied, invigorated and strengthened. We 
seem to have established ourselves in 
better relations to cosmic reality. Our 
faith in the world and in ourselves has 


been increased. 

The same thing happens when we as- 
cend to the spiritual or moral heights. 
Our mental horizon is greatly enlarged. 
We see life in its interdependent re- 
We are able to evaluate things 
more accurately. Much that before seem- 
ed evil or worthless now takes on value 
and is recognized as a vital part of the 
divine scheme of things. We experience 
a sense of enlargement. The cosmos 
seems to enter into us and to minister 


lations. 


to our lives, giving us poise and strength. 
Our fears dissolve. A sense of security 
comes in their place. We feel that no 
matter what may happen to us the uni- 
verse will still sustain us. We are not 
outcasts, but integral parts of reality. 
Our sense of mystery has been increased, 
but it brings us satisfaction and comfort 
Where 


conflict seemed dominant before we now 


rather than fear and restlessness. 


see underlying unity and harmony. 

How do we ascend to the heights? 
Here also the analogy between the physi- 
cal and spiritual is helpful. We rise to 
the physical heights by putting more of 
the earth beneath our feet. We do this 
not by spurning or ignoring it, but by 
understanding and using it. 

It was formerly thought that we gained 
the spiritual heights by first ignoring 
and despairing the natural world. Then, 
by invoking the supernatural and exper- 
jencing a mystic transformation we ob- 
tained a true vision of the higher life. 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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“The Redemptive Power of Comradeship” 
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1928, at the post office at Los Angeles, 
California, under the Act of March 3, 
1879. 


E. Burdette Backus, Minister. 
Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

Classes are provided in the Church 
School for children of all ages. Many 
interesting features are offered, and we 
urge a prompt and regular attendance 
so that the children may not lose the 
connection of the lessons from week to 
week. 

The Adult Class—10:60 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard is giving a series of talks 
on the history of Israel. This Sunday 
his subject will be “The Evolution of the 
Kingdom of Israel”. 

Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Mr. Willis Newton of Manual Arts High 
School will speak on “New Impressions 
of Lincoln”. Mr. Newton will be remem- 
bered for the searching analysis he gave 
last year of the educational system. His 
talks are always stimulating. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

Professor Bennett M. Allen is giving 
a series of talks before the Fellowship 
this month on “Evolution and the Bible”. 
This Sunday he will discuss “Evolution 
and the Account of Moses”. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
As time goes on, people have less faith 


in those mystic experiences. Ecstacy is 
dissappointing. It partakes more of in- 
toxication than of real exaltation. Its 
value is more seeming than real. 

More and more people are realizing 
that Divinity instead of being something 
over and apart from the world and life 


is the latent power within us and inherent 
in all things. It is by releasing and 
using those latent powers within our- 
selves and in the outer world that we 
invoke Divinity. This is achieved by 
every means by which we arrive at a 
better understanding of ourselves and 
our surroundings. By bringing ourselves 
into right relations with our fellows and 
our environment, both intellectually and 
sympathetically, we put reality under our 
feet and rise to the heights. Not by des- 
pising the material, but by using it aright 
we become spiritual. 

We apply these truths to our daily 
lives by enlarging our moral and spiri- 
tual horizon. We thus rise to the heights 
and escape from the petty temptations 
that torment us so persistently. 

Life to most of us is a succession of 
heights and depths. We find ourselves 
at times on the mountain tops of exalta- 
tion. We rise on the wings of enthusiasm 
and are buoyed up by a great hope. 
Life is beautiful, glorious and attractive. 
Full of energy and strength we rejoice 
in the opportunity to dare and to do. 
To meet great difficulties and to over- 
come them is a challenge we are glad 
to accept. 

At other times we find ourselves in the 
depths of despair. We seem to be men- 
aced by dangers we are powerless to 
overcome. Our enthusiasm and exaltation 
vanish and we stand paralyzed by a sense 
of our own helplessness. 

The prophet is the man who can as- 
cend to the heights of life and show us 
the promised land that lies far beyond. 
Seldom does the Prophet enter the prom- 
ised land himself, for rarely is he a 
good leader in the technical sense of 
being able to point out the exact prac- 
tical steps by which the end may be 
achieved. We need the great prophets— 
the men who can ascend to the topmost 
heights—and standing alone there can 
beckon to us from afar to come up and 
see the enchanted lands beyond. We 
need also the practical leader who will 
travel hand in hand with us helping 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 2) 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


Thursday, March 28th, is Social Ser- 
vice Day. Mrs. Brewer will meet the 
sewing group at ten o'clock. At two 
o’clock there will be a bridge tea, at 
which the Misses Chapin will be hostesses. 
A pleasant afternoon is assured. Come 
and enjoy the bridge and incidentally 
help the committee make the quota for 
the month. 

If you have not as yet paid your AIl- 
liance dues will you please communicate 
with Miss MacArthur or Mrs. Temple 
before April 15th. The Alliance books 
must be audited before May Ist. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The regular fortnightly meeting of the 
Sunday Night Club will be held this Sun- 
day at six o’clock. Mrs. Samuel D. AI- 
rich will be hostess. All young adults of 
the congregation are invited to partici- 
pate in these informal gatherings. 


DRAMART’S FIRST OFFERING 


The members of the new drama 
and music club, under the name “Dram- 
art”, will present their first entertain- 
ment on the evenings of April 4, 5 and 6. 
The program will consist of three one- 
act plays, and a variety of musical num- 
bers. Watch the Unitarian for further 
announcement. 


MRS. BUDLONG TO VISIT HERE 


Arrangements are being made for the 
visit of Rev. Minna Clark Budlong, Field 
Secretary of the General Alliance. The 
tentative date is April 16th. Details of 
the meeting will be made in the Uni- 
tarian next week. 


CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 


If you are paying your pledge on the 
weekly basis will you please get a set 
of envelopes from the secretary? They 
are provided for your convenience. 


(Continued from Page 2) 
us on from crag to crag, step by step 
and who will never leave us behind. As 
one of our poets has said: 


O ye, so far beyond me on the Height, 

I cannot hear your voices as ye stand 

Facing the Vast, invisible to me. 

But I can see your gestures of delight, 

And something guess of that wide, 
glorious sea, 

The glimmering isles of that enchanted 
land, 

The winds that from that ocean fresh- 
ly blow; 

And so your vision lifts me toward the 
Height, 

Although you have forgot me far below. 


But, you, my brother, you, my near of 
kin, 

Who some few steps above me on the 
steep 

Look back to cheer me ever on, 

Who lend a hand as I the chasm leap, 

And stay your haste that I the crag 
may win, 

Thinking it scorn for strength to climb 
alone; 

You with your morning song when 

sings the lark, 

You with your surer footing where I 
fall, 

You with unflagging purpose at high 
noon, 

And quiet hearted trust when comes 
the dark,— 

To you I owe it that I climb at all. 


A WORD TO VISITORS 

Are you new to our church? If so we 
want you to feel at home. We have a 
continual procession of visitors from all 
parts of the country and we are always 
glad to bid them welcome. Will you not 
sign the register and make yourself 
known to the secretary or some member 
of the church? 
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10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude—a. “Wedding Song” from “Sir Olaf” - - Harriet Ware 
b. “Adante Cantabile” from Symphony Number 4 Widor 
Mrs. Chick 


Hymn, “Brotherhood” - - - + = = = «+ = |S 
Reading. 
Prayer. 
Response. 


Organ Interlude. 


Quartet, “Farewell to the Forest” - - - - - - = Mendelssohn 
Responsive Reading, “The Beloved Community” - - - - = Page 49 
Announcements. 

Offertory, “Minuet and Trio” - - - - - - - + = = (Cabkin 
Trio, “To the Evening Star” -~ - - + + Wagner 


Miss Wilson, Mrs. renee: Me. Beane 


Address, “The Redemptive Power of Comradeship” 
KE. Stanton Hodgin, D. D. 


Hymn, “Comradeship” - - - - - - »= = «= —= |NtiiGEET 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Miss Lillian Wilson, Soprano 
Mrs. Marguerite Johnson, Contralto 
Robert Tracey Cheatham, Tenor 
W. M. A. Brandt, Baritone 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 


EVENING SERVICE 


Organ Recital - - = = .= © -= + (== 2) 
Mr. William J. Kraft, F. A. G. O. of U. C. L. A. 
A Song of Gratitude. - - + + + = = =) S0Riaae 
Midsummer Caprice - - - - - - - - Johnston 
Serenade - - - ne es -  Pierne 
Andante, “Symphonie Pathetique” = live sig schatkoui 
Festival March - - - - - + + «=  Fauthes 
Current Events - - + »~ + /8 = + = «= « | sEReS 


Lecture, “Evolution of Economic Justice Since the Civil War.” 
Dr. FrepertcK W. RoMAN 
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THE REDEMPTIVE POWER OF 
COMRADESHIP 
“A faithful friend is the medicine of 


life.” True friendship is much more than 
medicine in the restricted sense in which 
we are accustomed to think of that word. 
We usually think of medicine as some- 
thing we take when we are ill—some- 
thing we accept with a wry face and the 
use of which we dispense with as soon as 
possible. No one would ever think of 
using a true friend in that way. It is 
true that “a friend in need is a friend in- 
deed,” but he who simply calls upon a 
friend when he is in trouble and dis- 
misses him as soon as his troubles are 
over and he can use him for his own self- 
ish ends no longer, will soon be a friend- 
less man. 

Friendship is primarily health. It is 
that wholesome relationship between man 
and man which strengthens, invigorates 
and vitalizes both so that each is a bigger 
and better person because of it. It goes 
farther than persons even. The truly 
healthy man, mentally, physically and 
spirituallly, is in friendly relations with 
his whole environment, to such an ex- 
tent that both animate and inanimate 
nature around him ministers to him, giv- 
ing him strength of body and_ soul. 
Friendship is thus medicine in the largest 
preventive sense, forestalling illness and 
abnormality of every kind. 

Acquaintances, friends, comrades; these 
words indicate an ascending scale of 
fellowship between persons. An increas- 
ing degree of intimacy. An acquaintance- 
ship is the most casual of relations be- 
tween persons. We feel a oneness with 
our friends. There is a definite affinity 
that binds us together. Comradeship is 
friendship carried to its maximum; it is 
friendship that has ripened into some- 
thing sacred and inviolable. A broken 
friendship is bad enough, but a violation 


of the spirit of comradeship is the height 
of perfidy. 

We cannot expect modern friendships 
to be as intense as the ancient ones, but 
we can expect them to be deeper, calmer, 
broader, more helpful and enduring. All 
ancient friendships were formed on a 
background of unfriendliness. Humanity 
as a whole was regarded as hostile. The 
common danger made such friendships as 
existed very intense. Today friendships 
are not welded in any such heat of com- 
mon danger; hence they are calmer and 
are based more on a natural and deliber- 
ate affinity or on common interest. 

Only in a few places in the Old Tes- 
tament is there a suggestion of comrade- 
ship between Jehovah and man. Jehovah 
is pictured as too selfish and jealous of 
his superior prerogatives to permit any 
such relationship. Among the Greeks 
there was more of a sense of comrade- 
ship between the gods and the heroes 
than among the Jews, but the Greek 
gods are depicted as being fickle and un- 
dependable for any enduring friendship 
with men. 

In the New Testament, religion ripens 
into a vital sense of comradeship between 
the human and the divine. This soon 
passes with the establishment of Chris- 
tianity. God again became the august, dis- 
tant autocrat seated on a_ throne, the 
source of authority and power between 
whom and man there could be no such 
thing as a sense of comradeship. Man 
could only adore and implore. 

That was the cause of the growth of the 
Trinity. Man longed for a friendly God, 
and Christ, the second person in the God- 
head, supplied that need, he being re- 
garded as the human God, the compas- 
sionate sympathizing comrade of men. 

The followers of Jesus felt a comrade- 
ship for the great teacher that death only 
made the stronger. It dominated their 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 
Classes for children of all ages are pro- 
vided in the Church School. We are anx- 
ious that all the children of the parish 
take advantage of the splendid things 
offered here. 
Joint Meeting—9:50 A. M. 
Adult Study Classes 
The Study Class and Adult Class will 
have a joint meeting in the Alliance par- 
lor. Dr. Bullard will address the meet- 
ing and will speak on “The Development 
of Easter.” 
The Fellowship—10 A. M. 
Professor Bennett M. Allen will con- 
tinue his discussion of “Evolution and the 


Bible.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
lives ever after, though they made super- 
stitious and supernatural interpretations 
of it. 

The great prophetic souls have almost 
invariably felt themselves growing into a 
comradeship with that which transcended 
the human. They have called this, com- 
panionship with God. It was this sense of 
companionship with God that gave Paul 
his power and persistency to undertake 
his great work. It was this same feeling 
of companionship that gave Wycliffe, and 
Huss and Savanorola, and Luther and 
Fox and Wesley a faith that was uncon- 
querable. To them God was no longer a 
great infinite being who pressed down 
upon them with crushing demands. Each 
felt that he had become a personal co- 
worker with God and found joy, enthu- 
siasm and peace in the new relationship. 
This sense of companionship usually 


takes personal form, but need not do so. 
The Buddhists, who constitute one third 
of the human race, feel that personality 
is a degradation, a painful state which 
they must strive to transcend. They do 
not think of God in personal terms, but 
have a sense of companionship with an 
all-pervading reality that gives them pow- 
er and uplift. Emerson’s sense of com- 
panionship was of this same super-perso- 
nal character. 

It is this enlarging sense of comrade- 
ship with something greater than our- 
selves that is the redemptive element in 
life. Through it we feel that we are en- 
tering into the eternity of things and lay- 
ing hold on that which is everlasting. 


DRAMART WORKSHOP INITIAL 
PRODUCTION 
At intervals annoucements have appear- 


ed and word has been passed concerning 
the new dramatic and misical organi- 


zation formed in our midst. This present 
information concerns the important first 
production of this industrious group. The 
dates are April 4th, 5th, and 6th, at 8:15 
P. M., entrance without charge. 


Three one-act plays of unusual in- 
terest and meaning have been put into 


shape by the Workers. “The Two Sons” 
is a study of characters and selfishness, 
and is placed along the shore out Cape 
Cod way. “The Exchange”, a satire on 
personal dissatisfactions and involved de- 
sires, carries the comedy note of the 
“Darkness”, a picture of 
dreariness and quiet among the illiterate 
mountain homesteaders, touches a mel- 
low note of drama and sadness. It goes 
far into things unseen. 


programme. 


A dervisified musical programme has 
been arranged by Miss Josephine Marie 
Dowler and presents many notable and 
accomplished personalities. 

To indicate the calibre of our present 
casts, may we mention the following per- 
sonalities: Irene Donaldson, Lillian Han- 
um, Eleanor Merriam, Ruth Newton, Dor- 
othy Perry, Eve Smith, Edward Bode, 
John Ferte, Jr., Paul Fort, Harvey Greene, 
James Hardacre, Leon Heghinian, and 
Richard Perry. Direction has been in the 
hands of Paul Fort, and construction 
work supervised by A. Walter Friedrich. 
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TRUSTEES MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, April 1, at seven o’clock in 
the church parlor. 


CHURCH MUSIC 


Owing to the lack of funds it has been 
found necessary to discontinue the quar- 
tet which we have so much enjoyed since 
last fall. Easter Sunday will be their last 
service. Mr. Brandt has been retained as 
soloist. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE 


The young people of the Unitarian 
Churches of Southern California will 
meet for a conference in our church on 
April 6th and 7th. A most interesting 
time is being planned. 


CHURCH DINNER 


A spring dinner for members and 
friends of the church will be held on 
Wednesday evening, April 10th, at 6:30 
oclock. The usual price of 50c will be 
charged. Tickets will be on sale on Sun- 
day morning and we urge that you pur- 
chase your tickets or make your reser- 
No reser- 
vations can be taken after Sunday, April 
7th. It is hoped that the dining room 
will be filled to capacity on that occasion. 


vations as early as possible. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


On April 4th at 10 o’clock there will 
be the customary meeting of the sewing 
group. At 11:30 A. M. the Board will 
meet. Luncheon will be served at 12:30 
when Mrs. O. B. Manchester, whom we 
all know and enjoy, will be the speaker. 
Please make your reservations for this 
luncheon before Tuesday noon, April 2nd. 
The business meeting of the Alliance 
will follow the speaker. Reports will 
be made by chairmen of committees. 


MR. BACKUS TO RETURN 

Every member of the congregation will 
be glad to learn that Mr. Backus will 
again occupy his pulpit on Sunday mor- 
ning, April 7th, after an absence of six 
months on account of illness. It is hoped 
that a large audience will be present to 
greet him. The assurance of your full 
support and cooperation will be a great 
factor in the complete restoration of his 
health. The subject of his address on 
April 7th will be “The Glory of Man.” 


WELCOMING AND CHRISTENING 
SERVICES 

Dr. Hodgin will conduct both a christ- 
ening and welcoming service on Easter 
Sunday morning. Parents wishing to have 
their children christened at that time, 
or those wishing to join the church will 
please communicate with the secretary 
before Sunday. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 

Rev. Minna Clarke Budlong, the Field 
Secretary of the General Alliance, will 
be with us on April 16th as our luncheon 
speaker. This meeting has been especially 
arranged to meet Mrs. Budlong’s sched- 
ule. It is hoped that every member of 
the Alliance will be at the luncheon to 
greet her. There will not be a meeting 
on Thursday of that week. Please note 
the change of day to Tuesday, April 16th. 


DR. AND MRS. HODGIN TO RETURN 
EAST 

Easter Sunday is the last Sunday that 
Dr. and Mrs. Hodgin will be with us. 
The entire congregation appreciates deep- 
ly the great service they have performed, 
and all good wishes go with them as 
they return to take up. the work in their 
own parish. 


CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
If you are paying your pledge on the 
weekly basis will you please get a set 
of envelopes from the secretary? They 
are provided for your convenience. 
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Organ Prelude—a “Easter Morning” «.....2....................eeee Malling 
& “Hymn of Glory” 00.2.2... --- Yon 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymp; Copritictine? 422) 5... ee erate ia Number 59 
Reading. 
Prayer. 
Response. 


Organ Interlude. 


Quartet, “How Lovely Are the Messengers”—from “St. Paul”_...Mendelssohn 


Responsive Reading, “Aspiration” ....220.g022ic-4-20.0-.-5--2- Page 46 
Announcements. 

Organ Offertory, “Easter Dawn” —./.200-...1.-----. Clau{man 
Solo, *Jubal’s Lyre? cea eed in Handel 


Miss Wilson 


Address, ““The Heaven We Hope For” 
E. Stanton Hopcin, D. D. 


Christening and Welcoming Service. 
Hymn, “O Life That Maketh All Things New” -.......... 1 Number 10 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 
Miss Lillian Wilson, Soprano 
Mrs. Marguerite Johnson, Contralto 
Robert Tracey Cheatham, Tenor 


W. M. A. Brandt, Baritone 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 


EVENING SERVICE 


Organ Recital - - + + = «© = = = = (9 
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Lecture, “Democratic Conception of Education” 
Dr. Freperick W. RoMAN 
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A MESSAGE FROM MR. BACKUS 


The past six months are the longest I 
have ever experienced and I am mighty 
glad that they are at an end and that I am 
permitted to return to you. I shall have 
to ask your indulgence for a time be- 
cause, though I am improving under the 
new treatment of the past few weeks, I 
have not yet attained the full vigor that 
is needed to discharge all the duties of 
the minister of this church. But I am 
confident that I can count on your coop- 
eration to lighten my load to bring it 
within my strength. The greatest help 
of all will be your presence at the Sunday 
morning services that I may have visible 
evidence of your support. 


While a long period of illness is very 
trying it is not without its compensations, 
chief among which are the wonders of 
human kindness and skill which it reveals 
to the invalid. Because this thought is 
uppermost in my mind as I return to the 
pulpit, I have selected as my subject, 
“The Glory of Man.” May I not have the 
inspiration of your presence Sunday 
morning when I speak on man’s humanity 
to man? 


There is a destiny that makes us 
brothers; 


None goes his way alone; 
All that we send into the lives of others 
Comes back into our own. 


—Edwin Markham. 


DRAMART WORKSHOP 

You will be delightfully surprised when 
you attend the entertainment offered by 
Dramart Workers on Thursday, Friday 
or Saturday nights of this week. A clev- 
er stage has been arranged with very 
simple equipment, the lighting effect is 
unusually good and the whole setting 
offers splendid background for the three 
one-act plays which are to be the first 
effort of this organization. 

The plays to be given are “Two Sons”, 
a study of character and selfishness; “The 


Exchange”, a comedy of personal dis- 
satisfactions; “Darkness”, a drama _ of 
dreariness and sadness in the lives of il- 
literate mountain homesteaders. Musical 
numbers will be presented between the 
plays. 

There is no admission fee to this en- 
tertainment, but a silver offering will be 
received to defray the necessary expense. 
This organization is a real contribution 
to our church and deserves your unlimit- 
ed support. Come on one of the three 
nights, or all of them, and see for your- 
self what worth-while things these young 
people are doing. 

Mr. Paul Fort. who has been connected 
with the Community Playhouse of Pasa- 
dena, is directing the plays, and he also 
designed the settings. Miss Josephine 
Marie Dowler is responsible for the musi- 
cal program. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 1929 
“THE GLORY OF MAN” 


Address by E. BurpETTE BAcKUs.... 
Organ Recital by Witu1AM J. KRAFT 


| =. st 10:50 A. M. 


Lecture by Dr. FREDERICK W. ROMAN.............-.------------0---0------ 8:00 P. M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

Classes for children of all ages are 
provided in our Church School. We are 
anxious that all the children of the par- 
ish take advantage of the splendid things 
offered here. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will give the history of 
Solomon in his lecture on Sunday morn- 
ing. 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

The Study Class will have a very un- 
usual opportunity to hear an explanation 
of modern tendencies in art from Mr. 
Douglas Donaldson, who will speak on 
“Modern Art”. Mr. Donaldson is one of 
the leaders in this field and we are es- 
pecially favored to have him. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

The Fellowship will have as guests on 
Sunday morning the delegates to the 
Young People’s Conference which is be- 
ing held here on Saturday and Sunday. 
Mr. Benshimol will address the group on 
“The Value of an Ideal.” 


It is planned that the Fellowship and 
the guests attend the church service on 
Sunday morning as a part of the con- 
ference program. Members are urged to 
be present for both these meetings. 


ANNUAL SPRING DINNER 

On Wednesday evening, April 10th, 
another one of our famous 50c dinners 
will be served to friends and members 
of the church. These dinners offer a 
splendid opportunity for you to meet the 
friends whom you have not seen for some 
time, and also gives us a chance to talk 


over matters which concern every inter- 
ested person in the congregation. We 
want the dining room filled to capacity 
on that night. Will you not telephone 
your reservation at once? Tickets will 
be on sale Sunday morning, and that will 
be the last opportunity to reserve a place 
for the dinner. We must know by Sun- 
day afternoon how many are coming so 
that the supplies may be purchased early 
in the week. 


“WORLD BROTHERHOOD” 

Mr. Robert Whittaker, who debated 
with Paul Jordan Smith at the Laymen’s 
League Forum recently, writes to Mr. 
Hodgin that one evening while attending 
the Forum he glanced through the hymn 
and service book and discovered a poem 
which he says was “hauntingly familiar”. 
It is marked “anonymous” but after read- 
ing it through Mr. Whittaker recognized 
it as one he had written many years ago. 
Mr. Whittaker says, “Authorship matters 
little, so that the word of the larger hu- 
man fellowship goes on.” The hymn is 
“World Brotherhood,” and is Number 53 
in our hymn book. Those of you who 
heard Mr. Whittaker speak will be glad 
to know the authorship of this beautiful 
poem. 


THE GYMNASIUM 


Last Wednesday evening a group from 
the Sunday Night Club came to the 
church and while the girls entertained 
themselves in the parlor the men went 
to the basement and put in some good 
work leveling the floor in the room in- 
tended for the gymnasium. After their 
strenuous work was over, appetizing re- 
freshments were served to reward them 
for their services. Great interest is be- 
ing manifested in getting the gymnasium 
in working order. The Fellowship set | 
aside the money they made from their 
last entertainment to buy equipment and 
the Boy Scouts also donated a sum they 
had on hand, so that there really has 
been a substantial start made toward 
putting the room in shape for use. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


April 11th is Social Service day. Mrs. 
\bbie Brewer will meet the sewing group 
it ten o’clock. Each bring a box lunch 
ind coffee and tea will be served from the 
-itchen. 


Save April 16th for the luncheon when 
tev. Minna Clarke Budlong, Field Sec- 
ectary for the General Alliance, will be 
he speaker. Please note that the lunch- 
‘on comes on Tuesday instead of Thurs- 
lay of that week. This change is made 
o that there will be no interruption in 
‘Irs. Budlong’s schedule. 


On Thursday, April 25th, there will be 
1 bridge luncheon. The lunch will be 
1 Plunkett one, and the usual charge of 
Oe will be made. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The bachelors in the Sunday Night 
CInb are to be responsible for the sup- 
yer and entertainment on Sunday even- 
ng. All young adults of the congrega- 
ion are invited to attend this informal 
meeting at six o’clock. 


THE CHRISTENING SERVICE 


The six children christened by Dr. 
'Todgin last Sunday were: Stanley Hodgin, 
the son of a nephew of Dr. Hodgin; 
Maryalta Robinson, the daughter of a 
niece of Mrs. A. E. Wilson; Donald 
Thoms Feil; Robert Rowland Stevens, 
2 grandson of Mr. and Mrs. A. Parting- 
on; Sterling Creed Hum and Mary Helen 
Blake, grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
H. Pierce. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. Ingham, 3312 
Arvia Street; Mrs. Fern Eaton Howe, 
1256 Sierra Bonita; Dorothy M. Gustaf- 
son, 4138 Clayton Avenue; Mr. and Mrs. 
James J. Boyle, 1903 West 69th Street 
have signed the membership roll since 
January. We are glad to welcome them 
into this fellowship. 


LONELINESS 

Among all the sermons which Mr. 
Backus has given in his eight years as 
minister of this church, none has ex- 
cited so much comment as the one on 
“Toneliness.” He has had numerous re- 
quests to repeat it. Acceeding to these re- 
quests he will, on April 14th, give a “re- 
vised version” of it that he trusts will be 
no less satisfactory than the original. 


THE TELESCOPE 
Mr. Wade is glad to have visitors at 
the telescope each Sunday night between 
seven and eight o’clock. 


REQUEST POEM 
Many requests have been made for a 
copy of the poem read by Mr. Hodgin 
last Sunday, and we are glad to print 
it so that all may have it. 
* * * 


And so they buried Lincoln? Strange 
and vain. 

Has any creature thought of Lincoln hid 

In any vault, ’neath any coffin lid, 


In all the years since that wild Spring of 


pain? 
"Tis false. He never in the grave hath 
lain. 
You could not bury him although you 
slid 


Upon his clay the Cheops Pyramid. 

Or heap it with the Rocky Mountain 
chain. 

They slew themselves, they but set Lin- 
coln free. 

In all the earth his great heart beats as 
strong— 

Shall beat while pulses beat to chivalry 

And burn with hate to tyranny and wrong. 

Whoever will may find him, anywhere 

Save in the tomb, not there; he is not 
there. 

“Abraham Lincoln” by James M. Kay. 


CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
If you are paying your pledge on the 
weekly basis will you please get a set 
of envelopes from the secretary? They 
are provided for your convenience. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 


10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude—a. “Contemplation”? .......002...0.2.2.2.2c-cceeeseeeeeeeeees Saint-Saens 


6... Chorus «Magnusiime. 2, _........ Hartmann 


Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “O Life That Maketh All Things New”.............................Number 10 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 


Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “Human Dignity” ene sacensea=se Page 48 
Announcements. 

Organ. Offertory, “To the Spring’. ge Ach aae Me Porter Steele 
Solo, “Prelude” fromesCycleiofilate sae ee Landon Ronald 
Mr. Brandt. 

Address, ‘The Glory of Man” _.._........ ne eeeee ee eer a E. Burdette Backus 
Hymn,. ‘Brotherhood” «3. sce.s..ccs aca eee ee te Number 56 
Benediction. 

Postlude. 


Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
W. M. A. Brandt, Soloist 


EVENING SERVICE 


Organ Recital 22.) .occccscndetsoen-nc--t ase eens ee 7:30 P. M. 
William J. Kraft, F.A.G.O. of U.C.L.A. 

Slnser ae Senda yecnan Ct ty MANN eee ede ge Aaa Lemare 
Dragon Flies 2255 0 2.) Jee _...... Gillette 
Berceuse from “Jocelyn” -.2.00-2).<cces02ecee--n0-e-0-10- 
The owas ctete chad SR oe ere. Saint-Saens 
Serenade  Badiné 2) 3.234 eee Gabriel-Marie 
Scherzo; Symphoniques<2:25:3  e Faulkes 

Current Events :.00220..-:22-u ee ee 8:00 P. M. 


Lecture, “Friends and Enemies of Democracy” 
Dr. FrepertcK W. RoMAN 
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THE GLORY OF MAN 


Many and contradictory estimates have 
been placed on human nature by the 
great thinkers of the past, but Pascal put 
the whole matter in a nut shell when he 
exclaimed: “Man is at once the glory 
and the scandal of the universe.” And 
because the modern newspaper has tak- 
en upon itself the function of emphasiz- 
ing the scandalous side of man’s nature, 
one is tempted to hold up for special 
consideration the glory that is Man. 

First and most obvious is the glory of 
man’s achievement in all the varied fields 
of his endeavor, in science and art, in 
industry and commerce, in government 
and social organization. Reflect for a 
moment on the marvelous intricacy of 
any of the more complicated mechanical 
devices of our time which add so much 
to the interest, health and security of life. 
More wonderful than this, are the 
vast accumulations of skill and know- 
ledge in the realms of mechanics, physics 
and chemistry, and often in physiology 
and psychology, which go into the mak- 
ing of these things, which precede their 
development. They are never the work 
of one man—or group of men, but the 
product of a social order—a whole civ- 
ilization. 

But most marvelous of all is the cre- 
ative imagination by means of which the 
mind of man has been able to act upon 
the diverse materials at hand. Creative 
imagination! Herein man exhibits his 
God-like qualities. Our world today has 


veritably been created by the imagina- 
tion of man—with the stuff of Nature as 
the raw material. The glory of man’s 
achievement is everywhere evident. May 
we not allow ourselves to take it calmly 
for granted, but hold our heads high 
because we belong to a race that is cap- 
able of such achievement. 

One often hears the distinction made 
between what a man does and what he 
is, but this is largely artificial, for what 
a man is, has significance only as it re- 
veals itself in what he does, yet, what he 
does, often manifests itself in qualities 
and actions of his inner life. A more 
legitimate distinction, perhaps, is made 
between knowledge and wisdom—both 
qualities of the inner mind. Knowledge 
is an important thing in itself, but it 
becomes effective for good only as it is 
accompanied by wisdom. For wisdom is 
knowledge that has been transmuted into 
understanding. 

One other quality of the inner life, 
which reveals the glory of man, is the 
yearning for perfection, the divine, rest- 
less longing for greater attainment. And 
this does not lie alone in the hearts of 
certain favored individuals, but perme- 
ates in some degree the lives of all hu- 
manity—in spite of what the cynic says. 
Defeated again and again, man is ever 
striving and resolving to build better 
houses, write better plays, live better 
lives, and deal more honestly with his 
fellow-men. So long as there is the least 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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“Loneliness” 
An address by E. BURDETTE BACKUS ..........2..0..-.---0ceceesceee0--- 10:50 A. M. 
Organ Recital by Wit1AM J. KRarT 
Lecture by Dr. FREDERICK W. ROMAN...........----------------0eceeeeeoe+ 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. 


Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 


Church School—9:50 A. M. 

The children of the parish are cor- 
dially invited to attend the Church 
School which begins promptly at 9:50 
each Sunday morning. A_ period of 
singing is enjoyed, then the special fea- 
ture for the morning, a motion picture, 
the dramatization of a Bible story or a 
talk by Mr. Benshimol, and after that 
the children go to their respective class 
groups where the theme for the morning 
is followed up. A kindergarten is con- 
ducted during the church hour where 
parents who wish to attend church may 
leave their children. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Early 
Kings.” He is at present giving a ser- 
ies of talks on Bible history. 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Councilman Charles J. Colden, mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles City Council, 
will address the Study Class on “Build- 
ing a City.” Mr. Colden has wide ex- 
perience in municipal affairs and his talk 
will be of great value. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

“Golden Spring,” a story in the De- 
cember, 1928, Atlantic Monthly will be 
the subject for discussion in the Fellow- 
ship on Sunday morning. Dorothy Don- 
aldson, Elizabeth Eckerson, Charlotte 
Lathrop and Elizabeth Hager will con- 
duct the discussion. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


vestige of this spirit in man, there is hope 
for him. And evidence is not lacking to 
prove that this is of the very essence of 
the human heart, a titanic power that 
may yet drive man to incomparable 
heights of glory and achievement. 


All this may seem to some, incompati- 
ble with the scientific view of man and 
the universe, the view which emphasizes 
man’s animal ancestry and nature. But 
this is based on a familiar misconception, 
for the scientific theory teaches that all 
of those things in which man most prides 
himself, as well as his physical organism, 
have grown naturally out of the soil of 
his environment instead of having been 
bestowed upon him from above, by some 
supernatural being. 


But after all, it is not man’s view of 
his hypothetical ancestry that is the im- 
portant thing today. The important 
thing is the use he makes of his present 
intelligence; to increase the measure of 
his courage, his capacity for friendship, 
his love of beauty, his desire for perfec- 
tion, both in his inner life and in his out- 
ward attainments. 

We are, in the words of Emerson, a 
piece of the universe come alive and as 
much a product of nature as the spiders 
web or the lofty crown of a giant of the 
forest. Man’s dream of an airplane is as 
much a functioning of nature as is the 
flight of a bird. We are strong with 
the strength of nature—and weak with 
the weakness of nature. Need we consid- 
er it wrong to recognize the strength and 
take pride in it? Need we emphasize 
the weakness? Does it not make for 
higher human development to treat our 
fellow men as capable of God-like great- 
ness rather than as possible crooks and 
devils? May we not say with Shake- 
speare: ' 

“What a piece of work is man! how 
noble in reason! how infinite in faculty! 
in form and moving how express and 
admirable; in action how like an angel; 
in apprehension how like a God; the 
beauty of the world.” M. C, B. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 

On Tuesday, April 16th, the sewing 
group will meet with Mrs. Abbie Brewer 
at ten o'clock. 

At twelve-thirty luncheon will be 
served at which time the April birthdays 
will be celebrated. The speaker for that 
day is to be Rev. Minna Clarke Budlong, 
Field Secretary for the General Alliance. 
It is hoped that many members will be 
present to greet Mrs. Budlong and hear 
her message. Please make reservations 
for this luncheon by Sunday, April 14th. 

There will be no meeting on Thursday 
of that week. Please note the change in 
day. This arrangement was made so that 
Mrs. Budlong’s schedule need not be in- 
terrupted. 

The Committee on International Rela- 
tions will meet at eleven o’clock on the 
16th. 

April 25th is the day for the bridge 
luncheon. Mrs. J. B. Baker is in charge. 
Plan to come and help make the affair 
both a financial and a_ social success. 
Tickets or reservations may be obtained 
from Mrs. Baker or at the church office. 


THE TELESCOPE 
Visitors wishing to see the new moon 
through the telescope are invited to come 
to the church at six-thirty on Sunday ev- 
ening. Other objects of interest will be 
shown later. 


SPIRITUALITY 
“What is Spirituality” will be the sub- 
ject of the address by Mr. Backus on 
Sunday morning, April 21st. 


DEATH OF MRS. DUNN 

Friends of Eleanor H. Dunn (Mrs. C. 
A.) are grieved to learn of her death 
which occurred at the church on Sunday. 
She was stricken shortly after the morn- 
ing service and passed away in the AIl- 
liance room after an illness of only a 
couple of hours. Mrs. Dunn was a de- 
voted member of the church and the Al- 
liance and her death means a great loss 
to both organizations. 


A NOTE OF THANKS 

Mr. Backus wishes to express his ap- 
preciation for the splendid attendance at 
the service last Sunday. Many members 
of the congregation who could not at- 
tend sent cordial notes of greeting. For 
the present Mr. Backus will not attempt 
to keep regular office hours, but if he is 
needed he can be reached through the 
church office. 


FREDERICK WARDE 
The distinguished actor and interpre- 
ter of Shakespeare, Dr. Frederick Warde, 
is to appear in our church on Sunday 
evening, April 21st, under the auspices 
of the Laymen’s League. He will give 
at that time his interpretation of Mac- 
beth. Just a year ago Dr. Warde gave 
Hamlet here and it was a memorable oc- 
casion. There will be no admission 
charged, but an offering will be received 

to defray the necessary expense. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mrs. Sarah W. Smith, April 6th. 
Mrs. Eleanor Dunn, April 7th. 


WHERE IS THY BROTHER? 
Say not, “It matters not to me; 
My brother’s weal is his behoof.” 
For in this wonderous human web 
If your life’s warp, his life is woof. 
Woven together are the threads, 
And you and he are in one loom; 
For good or ill, for glad or sad, 
Your lives must share one common 


doom. 


Man is dear to man: the poorest poor 

Long for some moments in a weary life, 

When they can feel and know they have 
been 

Themselves the fathers.and dealers-out 

Of some small blessings; have been 
kind to such 


As needed kindness for the single 
cause, 
That we have all of us one common 
heart. 
—Wordsworth. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude—a. “Sunset’s Ebbing Glow” 


b. “Pilgrims’ Chorus” from “Tannhauser”......... Wagner 


Mrs. Chick 


Hymn, “The Noble’ Host”) 20.0.2... ee ee Number 34 
Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 

Responsive: Reading, ““Love’? _.....222-.<2cc-¢g:e0020c002e202--s10) Page 53 
Announcements. 

Organ Offertory, “A Vesper Prayer” .... e8 J nn Roland Diggle 
Solo, “Break, Break, Break”—Poem by Tennyson... ........................... Romilli 
Mr. Brandt. 

Addresss Loneliness; qe een ae ee BF ate, pee E. Burdette Backus 
Hymn, “When Thy Heart With Joy O’erflowing”........................ Number 41 

Benediction. 
Postlude. 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
W.M. A. Brandt, Soloist 
EVENING SERVICE 
Organ Recital 2.2.4.2 -:cceeies hse Oe Eres 7:30 BoM. 
William J. Kraft, F.A.G.O. of U.C.L.A. 
Can Zn | si see ect Faceecgensptiac ts ae Wheeldon 
Chanson du Soir ............. nent vciawee Aig hla eact dita eal Becker 
(ine. Lament poses ee SE De Siieiielecosie ne rn Lemare 


Rondino) .20:285060 3 ee 
Grand. Chorus #2222. 2 a eee John A. West 


Current: Events 222.532.2505) es ee ee eee ee 8:00 P. M. 


Lecture,““The Democracy of Tomorrow” 
Dr. Freperick W. Roman 
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LONELINESS 

Although human beings differ greatly 
in the degree of intensity of their de- 
mand for companionship, there is in ev- 
ery one of us some need for the sympa- 
thy and understanding of our friends and 
associates. The normal man or woman 
feels that a certain amount of unity with 
his kind is as necessary as food and 
drink, and there are many who find the 
most precious treasures of life in the 
more intimate satisfactions of this crav- 
ing. 

Yet one of the indisputable facts of 
life is that this demand for sympathy and 
understanding is ever denied its fullest 
satisfaction. 
yond which we cannot go in our union 
with others. This is true even when two 
people have lived together for years in 
the closest intimacy. It is, perhaps, a 
fearful thought, that in the depths of 
each of us there is an inviolable privacy, 
an ultimate loneliness. 


There is always a point be- 


A brief examination of the facts leads 
us to realize how many forms this loneli- 
ness may take. Fortunately the loneliness 
of isolation in space is fast disappearing, 
due to the increasing speed of travel and 
the instantaneous communication that is 
brought to us by the telegraph, telephone 
and radio. 

But even at its worst, actual physical 
loneliness is often easier to bear than the 
loneliness of isolation in spirit. Many 
have felt this and perhaps oitenest in 
the midst of great cities. 

Another kind of loneliness results from 


the barriers of physical disablements. 
Deaf people know this loneliness, all too 
often, because others will not make the 
necessary effort to raise their voices. And 
there is the kind of loneliness that is per- 
haps most difficult to bear, the loneliness 
of one who has lost an intimate loved 
one. This comes to all and with peculiar 
force in old age. 

Then there is the loneliness of the great 
man. Others may love him and admire 
him but they cannot understand him. He 
must look for fellowship across the ages. 
In lesser degree all superior individuals 
share this loneliness, but we must beware 
lest we conclude too easily that our own 
loneliness is that of the superior being. 
There is always the possibility that it 
may not be greatness, but diseased sen- 
sitiveness which 
fellows. 


isolates us from our 
Many people suffer intolerably 
because, added to a certain superiority of 
intellect, there is in them an unfortunate 
sensitiveness which dooms them to a life- 
long loneliness of their own making, yet 
they are scarcely more to blame for this 
than a deaf man is for his affiliction. 

Closely akin to the loneliness of great- 
ness is that of the truth-seeker and the 
champion of the unpopular cause. It is 
easy enough to speak the truth, to cry 
out for justice, when you are sure of 
the applause of your audience, the sup- 
port of your group, but the loneliness of 
the pioneer in the field of human thought 
is often extremely difficult to bear. 

The sadness of loneliness, then, is a 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 


SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 1929 
“WHAT IS SPIRITUALITY?” 


Address by E. BURDETTE BACKUs... 


Lik. ln A 10:50 A. M. 


“JuLrus CAESAR” a dramatic recital by FREDERICK WaRDE......8:00 P. M. 
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EF. Burdette Backus, Minister. 


Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

The usual program for Church School 

will be followed on Sunday morning. 
The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Later 
Kings,” another in the series of Bible 
history. 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Professor Roland Harvey, Head of the 
Department of English History at U. C. 
L. A. will speak to the Study Class on 
Sunday morning. His subject will be 
“Theories of History.” Professor Harvey 
is an excellent speaker and many should 
take advantage of the opportunity to hear 
him. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

“Dietary Fads and Fallacies” will be 
the subject Helen B. 
Thompson will address the Fellowship. 
Dr. Thompson is at the head of the Home 
Economies Departments of U. C. L. A. 
and will have a most interesting and en- 


on which Dr. 


tertaining message to give. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
part of life; one of the facts which can- 
not be overlooked. All of us are con- 
scious at times of being misjudged by 
someone, misunderstood; often because 
of forces and circumstances of which the 
other knows nothing. If this is true of 
ourselves, it is true of every other per- 
son, and we, in passing judgment on oth- 
ers must always keep in the fore-front of 


our minds the realization that we can 
never completely enter the world of him 
whom we are judging. 

Is it not evident that much loneliness 
could be eliminated if we would but 
strengthen our determination to reduce 
the amount of it in our own particular 
Human fellowship is one 
of the most precious things on earth. 
“IT was lonely, and ye comforted me,” 
might be added to the famous words of 
Jesus. May we not emphasize the fact 
that the greatest resource which we have 
for overcoming loneliness is our power 
to respond to the needs of companion- 
ship on the part of those about us. We 
must quicken our sense of their eager- 
ness. for companionship. Often this is 
hidden behind an exterior of timidity or 
of harshness. Infinite is the help that 
man can give to man; may we not realize 
this whenever the need is there. 

Fortunately there are other resources 
against loneliness than human compan- 
ionship. Among them are books—-where 
one can meet the great ideas of all the 
ages. Work, pleasure, religion—but the 
time comes to each one of us when he 
must be alone. And the real test of the 
wisdom of our manner of life is revealed 
by these moments. 


environments ? 


Our great aspect of the strength of or- 
thodox religion lies undoubtedly in its 
assistance to man in his battle to con- 
quer loneliness. He has found that his 
own resources have been inadequate to 
the task and in religion he has found the 
solution of his difficulty. But to those 
to whom Jesus is no more of a compan- 
ion than are a number of other outstand- 
ing figures of antiquity, and who are 
compelled to think of God in such terms 
that he can no longer serve as a per- 
sonal companion, traditional religion 
loses its power to fill this need. These, 
then, must make up their minds to grasp 
the fact of ultimate loneliness and turn 
it to their own uses, a discipline in self- 
reliance, an introduction to the strength 
of their own inner selyes. They must 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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DRAMART WORKSHOP 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


Those of us connected in even the 
slightest manner with the initial produc- 
tion of the “Dramart Workshop” wish 
to express our sincere appreciation to 
those of the church for the many cour- 
tesies and kindnesses extended during 
the period of our work toward final pro- 
duction. 

We also wish to acknowledge to every 
one of the six hundred who visited the 
Workshop during the three evenings, the 
satisfaction that came to us from such an 
audience. At first conditions seemed 
very uncertain. We dared hope for suc- 
cess, artistically and financially, and with 
the help of everyone we accomplished 
both. With humble pride we extend our 
thanks. 

Casting and rehearsals are already un- 
der way for our next production, to be 
staged the latter part of May—“‘The En- 
chanted Cottage”—one of the rarest stor- 
ies ever written. 

We are holding tryouts before definite 
casting and those interested should come 
to the church on Tuesday or Thursday 
evenings at seven-thirty. A real oppor- 
tunity in worth-while dramatic or artistic 
work awaits you here. 


Better the unrest of judgment suspen- 
ded than the dream-like peace of faith 
unfounded. 


(Continued from Page 2) 


learn to trust themselves and to realize 
that he who runs from himself is a mere 
echo, unable to stand in time of stress. 
The ultimate fact of loneliness is sim- 
ply the other side of the greatest about 
us. Accept it and make it the means 
of achieving a strength and dignity and 
self-reliance that would otherwise be im- 
possible. Then shall you make of your- 
self one who is worthy to walk in that 
noble company of men and women who, 
down the ages, have contributed most to 
human life. M. C. B. 


WORDS OF ASPIRATION 


Out of the unfathomable universe our 
lives have sprung, we know not how. 
Strange creatures are we, curiously com- 
pounded of strength and weakness, walk- 
ing with difficulty the path of life where 
we can but dimly see our way; men and 
women touched with the frailty of our 
fieeting humanity, yet strong with the 
might of that ageless life which flows 
thru the endless generations. Oh may 
we have the sympathy born of under- 
standing that we may help those who 
journey at our side ... Here is one who 
is threatened by defeat in the weakness 
that has come upon him with the depar- 
ture of the dear comrade of all his days. 
Be it ours to help him wring triumph 
out of defeat, to distill the poison of 
grief into the perfume of compassion, 
that he may still be true to the beauty 
of the broken comradeship .. . Here is 
another in the flood-tide of joy, rejoic- 
ing in life and its opportunities. Be it 
ours to enter into his gladness, making 
it richer and more fruitful because of 
our understanding. Oh life, life, so full 
of mystery and lovliness, so eager and 
so poignant, thee would we serve by day 
and by night, in great and in small that 
in us thy divinity may come to fuller 
flower. 


This thing is God— 
To be man with thy might, 


To grow straight in the strength 
of thy spirit and live out 


thy life as the light. 
Swinburne. 


SERMON REVIEWS 


In order to lighten Mr. Backus’ duties 
Mrs. Marion C. Bruner has offered to 
write the sermon reviews for the Los An- 
geles Unitarian. Mrs. Bruner very kind- 
ly performed this service when we had 
guest speakers last fall, and her delight- 
ful style in presenting the meat of the 
addresses is enjoyed by all who read 
the Unitarian. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude— 
Gn aniZ Ola wees eee Stoughton 


b. Prelude to First Act of 
“Lohengrin” 


Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Comradeship” ............ Number 57 


Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 

Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “A Creed 
Of: Lite? 2 ote ee Page 41 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Sunset Meditation”... 
Bly a co eee Richard Keys Biggs 


Solos. Charity eee MacDermid 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “What is Spirituality?” -....... 
Rieger es E. Burpetre Backus 


Hymn, “Within Our Lives”......Number 25 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
W. M. A. Brandt, Soloist 


DR. BARD TO SPEAK HERE 

On Sunday morning, April 28th, Mr. 
Backus and Dr. Bard will exchange pul- 
pits as is their custom each year. Dr. 
Bard announces that his subject will be 
“Religion in a Law Abiding Universe.” 
Dr. Bard is always a popular speaker 
here and his friends will welcome the op- 
portunity to hear him again. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers on Sunday morning, April 
14th, were in memory of Mrs. C. A. 
Dunn. 


FREDERICK WARDE 


A dramatic recital of Shakespeare’s 
“Julius Caesar” will be given by Fred- 
erick Warde, the noted veteran actor, in 
the church auditorium on Sunday even- 
ing, April 21st, at eight o’clock under 
the auspices of the Laymen’s League. The 
public is cordially invited to attend this 
entertainment for which no admission fee 
will be charged. An offering will be 
taken to defray the necessary expense. 

Preceding the recital by Mr. Warde, 
Mr. William J. Kraft, of U. C. L. A., will 


give several organ numbers: 
Scotch Fantasia) 2 see Macfarlane 
Rondino 22... W olstenholme 


Largo from the New World 


Symphony <..22....2 Dvorak 


Toccata, .iccc-.. on eee Becker 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


April 25th is social service day. Mrs. 
Abbie Brewer will meet the 
group at 10 o'clock. 

Mrs. Baker has charge of the Bridge 
luncheon scheduled for that day. Lunch- 
eon will be served at 12:30 and bridge 
will be played during the afternoon. 
This party is scheduled as a means of 
making the quota for the month of April. 
It is hoped that members will invite 
friends so that the occasion may be a 
pleasant one socially, and a successful 
one financially. The tickets for the 
bridge-luncheon are fifty cents and are 
on sale at the church office or may be 
procured from Mrs. Baker. 


sewing 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The regular fortnightly meeting of the 
Sunday Night Club will be held on Sun- 
day evening at six o’clock. Promptness 
is urged so that all may attend the even- 
ing service in the auditorium when 
Frederick Warde is to give his recital 
“Julius Caesar.” -— 
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WHAT IS SPIRITUALITY? 


Some of the more obvious facts of na- 
ture, viewed from the standpoint of ig- 
norant humanity, have no doubt been re- 
sponsible for the sharp division between 
that which is spiritual and that which is 
material. This has readily lent itself to 
more than one theological system and 
we have, as the paramount example, the 
Christian philosophy which says: Spirit 
is good, enduring, God-like; matter is 
evil, perishable, and the work of the 
Devil. 

Throughout the history of mankind 
there has run this thread of dualism 
which has ever associated materialism 
with evil, spirituality with good, and the 
two always pulling in opposite directions. 
To quote St. Paul: “The flesh lusteth 
against the spirit and the spirit against 
the flesh.” While this concept may have 
had an effect for good upon the lives of 
countless men and women, it is safe to 
say that enlightened humanity today, 
both needs and demands a truer classifi- 
cation of life’s values. It is coming to be 
recognized that this crude dualism is far 
too simple a solution of the complex 
problems of our world. This arbitrary 
division of mind and matter, spirit and 
flesh into two warring factors, has brought 
with it all too often confused, muddling 
and mistaken conduct. The evils result- 
ing from the doctrine may be seen on 
every hand. There is the Pharisaical at- 
titude which it engenders: They who 
deny the flesh are of the elect of God, 
and all who do not are doomed to per- 
dition. This has led to extremely fanat- 


ical, illogical and inconsistant attitudes 
toward nature’s demands. While sex has 
always been under the ban of one who 
would be truly spiritual and therefore 
good, food was never considered an evil 
thing, by any large number of people 
that is, although it can hardly escape the 
taint of materialism. This seems partic- 
ularly illogical when one stops to realize 
that sex satisfaction is as fundamentally 
essential to the life of the race as hunger 
satisfaction is to the life of the individ- 
ual. 

Many of the horrible abuses of the past 
were practiced by men who believed that 
it was better that their neighbors’ bodies 
should suffer excruciating torture than 
that their souls should be lost. The finest 
products of Greek sculpture were looked 
upon as unclean by the early Christians 
and many of the treasures of ancient lit- 
erature were burned because of this fa- 
natical attitude. John Knox, by his pas- 
sion for ‘the spiritual, was led to de- 
nounce women, as had many others be- 
fore him, as instruments of the Devil to 
ensnare the souls of men. This, it will 
be observed, was before the good Chris- 
tian fathers, or anyone else for that mat- 
ter, admitted that women had souls. 

Inevitably men became absorbed in 
this business of saving their souls. Gen- 
erations wasted their opportunities to 
make the world a decent place to live 
in, because of this obsession and its cor- 
ollary—that our days on earth are a mere 
prelude to eternity, and nothing earthly 
is of any real importance. But this is 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

Church School begins promptly at 
9:50 with a period of singing. A two- 
reel motion picture will be shown after 
the music. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard is presenting a series of 
lectures on Bible history and will, on 
this Sunday, discuss the fall of Judah. 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Miss Ida Kizler will read Carl Sand- 
berg’s new poem, “Good Morning, Am- 
erica!” Mr. Sandberg, who is considered 
the best interpreter of modern Aimerica, 
has not written anything for some time, 
and his poem has been eagerly anticipa- 
ted. Discussion will follow the reading 
of the poem. 

Prompt attendance is especially urged 
as it is very disturbing to the speaker to 
have people coming in at all times. And 
too, the late comers miss the points of 
discussion. Please be prompt! 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

“Mexico” will be the subject for dis- 
cussion in the Fellowship on Sunday 
morning. George Hatfield will discuss 
the financial situation; Faith Evans will 
present the religious problems and 
Bertha Jackson the educational. General 
discussion will follow these talks. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

not an attitude of the past alone. It is 
with us today. A prominent citizen of 
our Own community argues that all at- 
tempts to improve our human institu- 
tions by secular means, are futile. Con- 
vinced of the second coming of Christ, 
he says: “In the return of Our Lord is 
the perfect solution, the only solution of 
the political and social and commercial 
problems that now vex us.” This is the 
inevitable outcome of the philosophy 
which severs our world in twain, and 
thus perverts our judgment and destroys 
our sense of true values. 

It is a tragedy and it is not yet played 
out. Many persons who would repudiate 
the gross errors connected with this phil- 
osophy, nevertheless are far more deeply 
under its influence than they themselves 
realize. A mode of thinking that has 
dominated the world for ages is not eas- 
ily cast off, and though it may be con- 
sciously rejected, shows itself in many 
subtle ways. The lingering remnants of 
the superstition appear in many educated 
people and in much of current literature. 
A book entitled The Great Physician, 
makes the amazing statement that in 
Heaven money is not material, but spir- 
itual! And one hears again and again 
of all the virtues being attached to some 
person (who may have no virtue in 
him—) because he is so “spiritual”, while 
another who may possess many sturdy 
virtues is said to be “materialistic” and 
therefore wholly evil. 

Another phase of the question appears 
in the famous triangle of the Y. M. C. A. 
Mind, Soul, Body. This trinitarian psy- 
chology is as out of date as its theological 
counterpart. The whole direction of 
modern scientific evidence is toward the 
unity of what is known as man—or any 
living organism. Inseparably one. “Nor 
soul helps flesh more, now, than flesh 
helps soul,” but even here is a distine- 
tion that is no longer valid. And this 
calls to mind the distinction that is often 
made between spirituality on the one 
hand and “mere intelligence” on the oth- 
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er. That it should be “mere” intelligence 
is proof of a prejudiced attitude, a spur- 
ious assumption of virtue on the part of 
spirituality as distinguished from intelli- 
gence. 


As John Dewy has put it, both mind 
and matter, soul and body, are but dif- 
ferent aspects of the same thing, different 
characters of natural events. Need we 
fear that such a view of man and his na- 
ture will wipe out all distinctions be- 
tween good and evil? By no means! 
Good and evil, high and low remain as 
before. But the scales have dropped 
from our eyes and we are prepared to 
observe more delicate distinctions. We 
are less likely to make mistakes in a 
complex situation; more deeply aware of 
the reasons for choosing the high instead 
of the low. The good life gains added 
incentive and power from the truer per- 
spective. 

May we not re-define the word spiri- 
tuality, if it is to continue a synonym for 
good, and say that he is truly spiritual 
who has taken the chaotic materials of 
life and so integrated them in his own 
being that he has become a living soul, 
master of himself, and has then directed 
the compact energies of his life toward 
ideal ends. But he has received no spec- 
ial endowment from a supernatural realm. 
“Tt comes from no heaven, but it makes 
heaven where it is.”—M. C. B. 


STAR ISLAND 


Folders announcing the programs for 
Star Island have recently been sent out. 
Unitarians from all parts of the United 
States will gather there during the sum- 
mer for mutual inspiration and good fel- 
lowship. The dates of the conferences 
are: Young People’s Religious Union, 


June 29-July 13; Religious Education In- 
stitute, July 13-20; Women’s Alliance, 
July 20-27; General Conference, July 27- 
August 10; “No Program Week”, August 
10-17. 


THE ZEST OF LIFE 


Let me but live my life from year to year 
With forward face and unreluctant soul. 
Not hastening to, nor turning from the 
goal; 
Not mourning for the things that disap- 
pear 
In the dim past nor holding back in fear 
From what the future veils; but with a 
whole 
And happy heart that pays its toll 
To youth and age and travels on with 
cheer. 
So let the way wind up the hill or down, 
Through rough or smooth, the journey 
will be joy; 
Still seeking what I sought when but a 
boy, 
New friendship, high adventure, and a 
crown, 
I shall grow old, but never lose life’s 
zest, 
Because the road’s last turn will be the 
best. 
—Henry Van Dyke. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mr. G. B. Healy, April 19th. 


THERE IS ONLY ONE KIND OF 
TOLERANCE 


It is not possible to make the ordinary 
moral man understand what toleration 
and liberty really mean. He will accept 
them verbally with alacrity, even with 
enthusiasm, because the word toleration 
has been moralized by eminent Whigs; 
but what he means by toleration is tol- 
eration of doctrines that he considers 
enlightened, and, by liberty, liberty to 
do what he considers right; that is, he 
does not mean toleration or liberty at 
all; for there is no need to tolerate what 
appears enlightened or to claim liberty 
to do what most people consider right. 
Toleration and liberty have no sense or 
use except as toleration of opinions that 
are considered damnable, and liberty to 
do what seems wrong. 

—George Bernard Shaw. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude— 


a. Fanfare Triomphale.......... Armstrong 
bell ymnvoty Glory. ees Yon 
Mrs. Chick 

Hymn, “The Spacious Firmament 
one High?) eee Number 1 
Reading 


Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “The Loom 
OERY Cars ie! 3 eke ees Page 40 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Spring Morning”........ 


Ser ee er eee ee nA Malling 
Solo, “Old Shepherd’s Song”............ Fisher 
Mr. Brandt 

Address—“Religion in a Law Abiding 

Universe” ............ Dr. Howarp B. Barp 
HymnsycV estigia’y store Number 5 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
W. M. A. Brandt, Soloist 


THE TELESCOPE 


Although there are no evening meet- 
ings at present, Mr. Wade will receive 
visitors at the telescope each Sunday ev- 
ening between seven and nine o'clock. 


KINDERGARTEN 


A kindergarten is conducted each Sun- 
day morning so that parents wishing to 
attend the service may leave their chil- 
dren there. 


MR. BACKUS TO DISCUSS 
FOSDICK ARTICLES 
Harry Emerson Fosdick has an exceed- 
ingly able article on “What Is Religion?” 
in the current number of Harper’s Mag- 
azine. Mr. Backus will discuss the ideas 
there presented in his sermon of May 5th. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


The sewing group will meet as usual 
on Thursday morning, May 2nd. Lunch- 
eon will be served at 12:30 at which time 
Mrs. Mildred Van Werden will be the 
speaker. It is hoped that many will be 
present to hear her. 

The Executive Board will meet at 11:30 
on May 2nd, and a business meeting of 
the Alliance will be held at 2 P. M. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


A business meeting of the Laymen’s 
League will be held Sunday morning, 
April 28th, immediately after the morn- 
ing service, in the Alliance parlor. All 
members are urged to be present. 


JOIN THE HIKE! 


Members of the Sunday Night Club are 
planning a hike for Sunday afternoon, 
April 28th. Cars will leave the church 
immediately after the morning service 
and will go to Fish Canyon, east of Pasa- 
dena on the Foothill Boulevard. Each 
one will take lunch and those who have 
cars are asked to accommodate those who 
have not. 


FELLOWSHIP INITIATION 


The Fellowship will have supper and 
an initiation service Sunday evening, Ap- 
ril 28th. Supper will be served at six 
o’clock and the service will follow. 


CHRISTENING SERVICE 


Mr. Backus will have a christening 
service at the close of the sermon on Sun- 
day morning, May Sth. Any parents 
wishing to have their children christened 
at that time may communicate with Mrs. 
West at the church office. 
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RELIGION IN A LAW ABIDING 
UNIVERSE 

Long ago, Job voiced the universal cry 
of mankind when he exclaimed “Would 
that I knew where I could find God!” 
This has varied somewhat in form, but 
its underlying meaning has remained 
the same, and may be seen even in the 
modern young college students question: 
“Is there such a thing as God?” But 
perhaps the form which best expresses 
our meaning today, is: “What is the na- 
ture of this something that administers 
the Universe?” 

To primitive people the answer to this 
questioning was very simple. Each tree 
and river, lake and mountain had its 
own God, or spirit, either benevolent or 
malevolent, and certain incantations and 
sacrifices,—often human sacrifices—were 
necessary to enlist the aid of the good 
spirits and placate the bad ones. But mod- 
ern science has made these and similar 
ideas appear ridiculously superstitious. 
Even the current orthodox idea of God 
as a great Being, intimately concerned 
with individual men and women, and re- 
sponsive to their pleading becomes a 
childish superstition in the light of mod- 
ern science, which recognizes and pro- 
claims a universe of law and order, of 
cause and eilect. 

Is there any way, then, for modern 
thinking people to achieve the satisfac- 
tion and confidence that other and un- 
thinking people have had? Assuming 
that there is, we must remember that any 
investigating which goes on today must 
be based on knowledge instead of tradi- 
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tional ignorance. And the scientific 
method must be used. 

Consider the Scientist’s attitude tow- 
ard the atom. Once it was considered 
indivisible, but today any scientist will 
stake his reputation on the fact that the 
atom is composed of electrons and pro- 
tons. Not that he has seen an electron 
or a proton, or ever expects to, but he 
knows they exist because of what they 
do. 

Dr. Kirtly Mathers, in his book, Science 
in search of God, says: “We have no 
right to assume that the manifestations 
of energy that are perceptible to our 
senses are all the manifestations of ener- 
gy there are.” But aside from this, we 
cannot help realizing that everything that 
exists is the result of a cause. Sight is a 
result of light waves on a bit of sensi- 
tive protoplasm. Hearing is a response 
to sound waves. Is not this a clue to 
something that is going on in the uni- 
Is not the human mind with its 
unsatisfied longing for beauty, its desire 
for justice and a truer sense of values, 
likewise a response to some reality that 
exists in the universe? 

All forms of nature are the result of 
something actual and real in the universe, 
something which can cause living cells 
to emerge from non-living matter, and 


verse? 


can so manifest itself as to produce a 
reasoning mind from simple conscious- 
ness, a motive power which permeates 
everything. 
But Science must go farther; it must 
make the effort to contact and use this 
(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 


The period of singing in the Church 
School begins at 9:50. Prompt attendance 
is urged so that the children may not 
miss any of the interesting services. 


The Adult Class—10 A. M. 


Dr. Bullard will deliver the last lec- 
ture of the series on Bible History, the 
subject of which will be “Nehemiah and 
his times.” 


The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 


Professor Roland Harvey, Head of the 
Department of English History at U. C. 
L. A. will speak again to the Study Class. 
His subject will be “World Peace.” 

Those who heard Prof. Harvey on April 
21st enjoyed him immensely, and it is 
hoped that many more will avail them- 
selves of the privilege next Sunday. 


The Fellowship—10 A. M. 


A “Poetry Hour” will be conducted in 
the Fellowship. Miss Eleanor Merriam, 
president of the organization, is arrang- 
ing the program. 

Another announcement of interest to 
Fellowship members is to be found else- 
where in the Unitarian. 
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power as the eye responds to and uses 
light, as the ear responds to sound. The 
human mind does discover values which 
cannot be weighed or measured, or ap- 
peal to any sense organ. 

The Scientist knows that laws operate 
only within limits. Three classifications 
have been made for purposes of research: 
identical laws, which can be both des- 
cribed and explained, statistical laws 
which can be described but cannot be ex- 
plained, and transcendental laws which 
can be neither described nor explained. 
To quote Dr. Mather again: “There is no 
reason why man should believe that he 
has reached the ultimate understanding 
of the laws of the universe.” 

And Science is showing the way. The 
human brain must forge ahead, and recog- 
nize that a thing is no less real because 
it cannot be seen or heard or touched— 
. . - - In this realm may be found the 
power that administers the universe. 


M. C. B. 


TEN COMMANDMENTS 


1. Seek to know and live by the truth. 

2. Deal justly, mercifully, understand- 
ingly with others. 

3. Do not murder, nor inflict bodily 
harm upon another except to pre- 
vent a greater wrong. 

4. Do not take nor with-hold what 
clearly belongs to another. 

5. Share in the useful and joyful crea- 
tive effort of mankind, and demand 
your just share of the output. 

6. Cultivate good sense, good humor, 
good manners. 

7. Keep clean from all degrading sex 
relations and earn self-respect. 

8. Look for, hope for, help to bring 
about economic justice, peace, and 
and freedom from oppression. 

9. Combat the weakness of fear and su- 
perstition by the strength of knowl- 
edge and hope. : 

10. Seek God in all beauty, all love, all 
perfect and eternal law. 

—By Charles and Vine McCasland. 
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PROCTOR ACADEMY 


The Unitarians support a preparatory 
rhool, Proctor Academy, at Andover, N. 
1. It has now been under Unitarian aus- 
ices for fifty years and is celebrating the 
ecasion by a campaign in the denomina- 
ion for a fund of $112,000.00 with which 
» advance its work. Mr. Carl B. Weth- 
rell, who is well known to our congre- 
ation for his vigorous work as Sec- 
etary for the Pacific Coast Confer- 
nee, is now the Head Master. Un- 
er his leadership the school is exper- 
encing a decided growth and the ad- 
itional funds sought are needed to make 
ossible the enlarged work that it is 
apable of doing under such able gui- 
ance. Any members of the congregation 
‘ho feel that they can contribute to this 
urpose are asked to secure pledge cards 
rom the church office. 


MAY MEETINGS 
The 104th Annual Meeting of the 


.merican Unitarian Association will be 
eld in Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass., 
t 9:45, Tuesday morning, May 21st, 1929. 
ur church is entitled to send delegates 
> this meeting and any member of the 
hurch who may be in Boston at that 
me and will act as official representa- 
ive for us, is asked to communicate with 
1e church secretary so that the name 
1ay be sent to Boston at once. 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
RECONCILIATION 


A conference for the Fellowship of 
‘econciliation is to be held in Los An- 
eles May 2-5, inclusive, at the Mount 
tollywood Congregational Church, Pros- 
ect Avenue and Rodney Drive. Many 
oted speakers are on the program and 
1e occasion promises to be both inter- 
sting and profitable. The complete pro- 
ram may be seen at the church office. 


veryone is invited to attend. 


During the past week I happened to 
have been reading about two great big 
men, both profoundly religious, who were 
early weaned away from organized Chris- 
tianity, on account of the supernaturalism 
and the dogmatic narrowness of the 
churches. These men were far apart in 
time, circumstance and even country; but 
their experience was much the same. I 
refer to Robert Browning and to Walter 
Hines Page. Nobody who has read af- 
ter the great English poet and the great 
American editor and ambassador can 
doubt for a minute their deep religious 
convictions. They were driven out from 
under the roof of the church by the in- 
ability to stay there and breathe freely 
or think freely for themselves. 

We are constantly cautioned, some of 
us, to be careful lest we offend some of 
the old timers, set in their ways of think- 
ing. But how about the new timers? 
How many thousands of old timers would 
compensate for the loss of these two 
fresh hearted, open minded young and 
powerful men? And who knows but 
that other Robert Brownings and Walter 
Pages may be just on the point of going 
or staying according to what they see 
and hear in the church of today ?—Burris 
Jenkins. 


Make excellence the governing idea, 
not only in your labor, but in your leis- 
ure as well. Learn to enjoy yourself by 
deing things excellently. L. P. Jacks. 


I am a part of all that is, 
A part of all that’s gone,— 

There is a glimmering ray of me 
Set in the future’s dawn. 


I tremble with the furthest star, 
And gallop with the wind, 
I understand the deeps of love, 
And ache with those who sinned. 


So as I look inside myself 
To trap a tune inverse, 
I plainly feel and hear and see 
The prismed Universe. 
—Anne Hamilton. 


4 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Musical Selections by Handel. 


Organ Prelude— 


a. Largo 
b. Air from “Rinaldo” 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “The Word” Number 8. 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 


Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “Universal 


Page 50. 


Commandments” 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Harmonious 
Blacksmith.” 


Solo, “Hear Me, Ye Winds and 
Waves” from “Scipio”. 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “Fosdick Defines Religion” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Hymn, “Light of Ages”, Number 19. 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
W. M. A. Brandt, Soloist 


MEMBERSHIP 


The church membership book is kept 
at the Secretary’s desk in the vestibule 
except on those Sundays when there is a 
public reception of members. Those who 
do not care for the public reception into 
the church are invited to add their names 
te the membership roll at any time they 
desire to do so. 


THE HIGH COST OF SUPERSTITION 

On Sunday, May 12th, Mr. Backus will 
speak on the subject given above. We 
all have our costly superstitions. There 
is just one way to be rid of them. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 
The Sunday Night Club will meet on 
Sunday evening, May 5th, at six o'clock. 
Supper will be served and all will join 
in informal entertainment. Miss Ida Kiz- 
ler will be hostess. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

May 9th is Social Service Day. Mrs. 
Abbie Brewer will meet with the sewing 
group at ten o’clock. Come and help 
Mrs. Brewer carry on the good work. 

Mrs. Florence A. Rowe and Mrs. Ed- 
ward Brewer will be hostesses for a 
bridge tea on May 23rd. Reserve the date 
now. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, May 6th, at seven o’clock in 
the Alliance Parlor. 


THE TELESCOPE 
Mr. Wade announces that he will be 
glad to receive visitors at the telescope 
each Sunday evening between seven and 
nine o’clock. 


FELLOWSHIP PARTY 
Lunch will be served to the members 
of the Fellowship and their friends at 
the church on Sunday after the morning 
service. Immediately after lunch the 
group will gather in the patio where Mrs. 
Bruner will take pictures. The young 
people, under the leadership of Prof. 
Bennett M. Allen, will then go to Expo- 

sition Park to study the fossils. 


KINDERGARTEN 
A kindergarten is conducted each Sun- 
day morning so that parents wishing to 
attend the service may leave their chil- 
dren there. 
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CALVIN AND INGERSOLL 

One of the chief sources of amusement 
life affords is its incongruities. A deli- 
cious instance of this thrust itself on my 
attention recently when I discovered on 
a library shelf a volume containing John 
Calvin’s famous “Institutio” sitting side 
by side with Robert Ingersoll’s “Mis- 
takes of Moses”. It tickled my fancy to 
invite the two gentlemen to step out of 
their respective volumes and discuss Har- 
ry Emerson Fosdick’s article on “What 
Is Religion?” They spoke something 
after the following manner. 

INGERSOLL speaking: John, it seems 
to me I remember something about the 
Baptists calling themselves Calvinists. 
How in the world does a disciple of 
yours like this fellow Fosdick, get away 
with such a definition of religion as he 
has been handing out. Why, with all due 
modesty, I think, despite my heresies, 
I could qualify as religious myself under 
his definition, tho I’m not thinking of 
offering myself for baptism just yet! 

CALVIN: Religion, indeed! Christ- 
ianity, indeed! We burned Servetus at 
the stake in my day for daring to pro- 
pound doctrines that are sound ortho- 
doxy beside this blasphemous babbling! 
Disciple of mine, you called him. You 
will have your jest, for well you know 
that he has left nothing, absolutely noth- 
ing, of that one and only true system of 
religious thought which I set forth in my 
“Institutio”. The fall of man, the in- 
carnation, regeneration, election by the 
will of God the one true church, the 
revealed word of God, aye, the very 


substance of God himself, all that makes 
Christianity the only religion is gone, 
dissipated into thin air. And what do 
we have left? Nothing, nothing but 
pestilential vapours that are gradually 
killing with their deadly fumes the true 
religion which was the sole hope of sal- 
vation. The world has fallen on evil 
days, Mr. Ingersoll! 

INGERSOLL: Yes, I have noticed that 
some change has taken place in the world 
even in the few short years since I made 
my contribution to that change, and you 
have had much longer to observe than I. 
But “evil days”, John Calvin! “Evil 
days”, you can scarcely expect me to echo 
your words when I discover that some of 
those harsh things I was compelled to 
say about the church, its doctrines, and 
its preachers are now being spoken in 
the high places of the church itself. I 
should rather say the world was moving 
on towards that day I foretold for man 
when he should snap the chains of priest- 
craft and superstition and take his des- 
tiny in his own hands. Evil days? No! 
Days of promise, Calvin, days of prom- 
ise! 

CALVIN: You gloat, do you, over 
your evil deeds? You rejoice in the 
harvest of unbelief for which you helped 
to sow the seeds! Well, I thank God for 
one thing in the midst of my despair. 
This young preacher, Fosdick, deluded 
as he is , has not yet fallen to those in- 
famous depths of denial to which you 
sank, He, at least, has not lost all grip 
on a belief in his creator. "Tis true that 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 


The period of singing in the Church 
School begins at 9:50. Prompt atten- 
dance is urged so that the children may 
not miss any of the interesting things of- 
fered each Sunday. 


The Adult Class—10 A. M. 


Dr. Bullard is beginning a new series 
of lectures on Hebrew Literature. In 
this first lecture he will discuss the book 
of Daniel, and will show that even short- 
ly after Christ records were brought to 
light proving that the book was not writ- 
ten in Nebuchadnezzar’s time. 


The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 


Professor Walter Sylvester Hertzog, di- 
rector of Historical Research for the Los 
Angeles City Schools, will address the 
class on “Gathering Historical Relics and 
Records.” Mr. Hertzog is widely known 
by his radio talks. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

The general topic for discussion for 
the rest of this month is “Our Country 
and Its Laws.” This Sunday Prof. Ben- 
jamin W. Johnson, of U. C. L. A. will 
speak on “Productive Citizenship.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


his mind is befogged so that he sees not 
the glory of God but he gropes after Him 
and perhaps the Lord of the earth will 
yet, in his divine wisdom, choose to show 
him and others of this perverse genera- 
tion, the truth that will lead them once 
more to repentance and salvation. 

INGERSOLL: You are right, there, 
Calvin. He hasn’t sunk so low as to keep 
me company. I had hopes of him when 
he started out by drawing a circle wide 
enough to take me in, but he tightened it 
up afterwards so that I got squeezed out. 
Just like the rest of you theologians, he 
could not resist the temptation to explain 
one mystery by propounding another. 
That, you may recall, was one of my fa- 
vorite definitions of superstitions. 

* * * 


It is a shame to bring such doughty 
opponents to a red hot pitch like this 
and then break the continuity—but I am 
compelled to do so. I suggest that if you 
want to hear some further things that 
Calvin might conceivably say on the sub- 
ject, go to the Bible Institute, where the 
President of the Unversity of Des Moines 
is announced to speak on such subjects 
as “Some Los Angeles Ministers and 
Churches That Ought to be Quarantined.” 
Then if you desire to listen to some of 
the things which the great agnostic might 
offer in reply, come hear the address 
next Sunday on “The High Cost of Su- 
perstition.” 


NEW ALLIANCE OFFICERS 


At the business meeting on May 2nd, 
the following officers were elected to 
serve the Alliance for the coming year: 
Mrs. Louis R. Kern, president; Mrs. E. B. 
Backus, Ist Vice President; Mrs. J. B. 
Baker, 2nd Vice President; Mrs. R. C. 
Gillis, 3rd Vice President; Mrs. David 
Donaldson, 4th Vice President; Mrs. Ed- 
ward W. Brewer, 5th Vice President; 
Mrs. Theodore P. Luderer, Recording 
Secretary; Mrs. O. H. Tipton, Corres- 
ponding Secretary; Mrs. Stella B. Wright, 
Treasurer. 


THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 3 


DRAMART ANNOUNCEMENT 


It is with a real sense of pride and ac- 
complishment that we offer the announce- 
ment that on Wednesday evening, May 
29th, at eight o’clock in the Alliance par- 
lor, Squire Coop, head of the department 
of music at U. C. L. A., will give an in- 
teresting and timely talk on “A Survey 
of Church Music.” Mr. Coop is bring- 
ing with him a double quartet, a portion 
of his famous A Capella Choir. These 
singers have just returned from a visit 
to Berkeley where they were received 
with real enthusiasm. The lecture will be 
particularly interesting as research has 
been made back into history, and develop- 
ment of music as offered in various types 
of churches will be treated in an accumu- 
lated and resulting manner, showing the 
influence on the present day sacred music. 
The singers have a most interesting pro- 
gram arranged for the entertainment of 
the guests of Dramart. 


This evening is the first of an unusual 
endeavor of the “Dramart Workshop.” 
Our first production was a series of three 
one-act plays a month ago. We do not 
intend to specialize upon the drama. We 
want to bring a balance of the Arts with- 
in reach of those interested . . . music, 
literature, art, drama . . . even the social 
art. To substantiate this, we are serving 
refreshments during the evening of May 
29th. 


We have under preparation a most in- 
teresting and worth-while three-act play, 
“The Enchanted Cottage,” which we will 
have ready for production the early part 
of June. Watch for the announcement, 
and by all means visit the Workshop one 
of the evenings of production. Another 
rare treat is in store for you. And, re- 
member, OUR SUCCESS IS YOUR SUC- 
CESS. 


KINDERGARTEN 


A kindergarten is conducted each Sun- 
day morning so that parents wishing to 
attend the service may leave their chil- 
dren there. 


Y. P. R. U. CAMP 


The camp for Unitarian young people 
of Southern California will be held at 
Big Pines again this year, the week of 
August 18-25. The rates will be the same 
as last year, eight days for eight dollars, 
or a dollar and a half a day if one wants 
to stay less than a week. Milan Demp- 
ster, minister of the Unitarian Church at 
Stockton, and Berkeley B. Blake, Field 
Secrtary of the Pacific Coast Conference, 
will be the camp ministers. The young 
people ought to begin now to make their 
plans to attend this conference-camp, for 
it has become a very valuable institution 
of the Unitarian church in this part of 
the country. 


NEWS FCR THE UNITARIAN 


If you have news, either personal or 
general which you think would be inter- 
esting to the readers of the Unitarian, 
please send it to the church office. We 
endeavor to make this little paper val- 
uable, and will welcome your coopera- 
tion. 


MOTHER’S HAND 
By Dr. Irving A. Clark 


Oh Memory! that brings to mind, 
Those sacred days of long ago. 
Sacred because a hand reached down, 
And helped me on my unknown way. 


Through many years along life’s path, 

I felt that hand entwining mine. 

It brought me safely to the time, 

When Mother’s hand could help no more. 


Yet in these intervening years, 

Some hallowed influence abounds, 
That keeps me in the broad highway 
Of Life and Hope, of Love and Truth, 


Tis Heaven’s gift that now I see 
A hand still reaching down to me. 
I clasp that hand and thus I know 
It lives, today, in Memory! 

My Mother’s Hand. 
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Organ Prelude— 


@. a Melody, can cAc eae ccctee Dawes 
Dab elude ie iiecqeeeee ere oe W ely 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn; SOUnrest” 2222 oe Number 3 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 

Responsive Reading, “Truth”........ Page 40 


Announcements. 


> 


Organ Offertory, “Ave Maria”...... Schubert 


Solo, “Mother O’ Mine”....................-- Tours 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “The High Cost of Superstition.” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Hymn, “Be Lord of Self”.......... Number 21 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
W. M. A. Brandt, Soloist 


At the conclusion of the service Mr. 
Backus will remain to greet members of 
the congregation. 


* * * 


Dorothy Rose Sleeper, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Eaton F. Sleeper, was christened 
at the close of the sermon on Sunday 
morning, May 5th. 

* & * 


Cynthia is the name of the little daugh- 


ter born to Mr. and Mrs. John P. Hunt 
on March 2Ist. 


THE BRIDGE OF SAN LUIS REY 


Thornton Wilder’s famous novel is now 
being shown in moving picture form. On 
Sunday, May 19th, Mr. Backus will take 
the book and the picture as the subject 
of his address. He will take an entirely 
different line of thought from that in his 
review of the book before the Woman’s 
Alliance, for his chief concern will be 
to discuss the problem presented, namely, 
are the tragedies of life parts of an all- 
wise and loving Providence? 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


On May 16th the sewing group will 
meet with Mrs. Abbie Brewer at ten 
o’clock. Members having birthdays in 
May are invited to sit at the birthday 
table prepared for them by Dr. Rooney. 
Luncheon will be served at 12:30 and will 
be followed by an interesting program. 
Miss Laura Emery will talk on “Silver 
Antiques”; Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Don- 
aldson on “Arts and Crafts.” Persons 
having silver or gold antiques are invited 
to bring them for display. Please make 
your reservation for this luncheon by 
Tuesday noon, May 14th. 

Save May 23rd for the Alliance. This 
is the day scheduled to make the quota 
for May. Tickets for the bridge-tea may 
be obtained from Mrs. Florence Rowe, 
Mrs. Edward W. Brewer, or at the church 
office. If you are not able to purchase 
a ticket please telephone your reserva- 
tions to the church office. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers for May 5th were provided 
by Mrs. R. C. Gillis and Mrs. David 
Lyons. The flowers this week are in mem- 
ory of Miss Ursula Williams. 


THE TELESCOPE 


The new moon will be the object of in- 
terest this Sunday night through the tele- 
scope. Mr. Wade will be glad to have 
you visit the observatory between seven 
and nine o’clolck. 
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THE HIGH COST OF 
SUPERSTITION 

A modern office building with the 
thirteenth floor omitted, a bride who re- 
fuses to be married while the hands of 
the clock are climbing, the fear of a black 
cat crossing one’s path, and many other 
similar instances of childish superstition, 
serve to remind us of an ancient and 
deep-seated attitude of mind which has 
taken its toll of human happiness and 
continues to do so today. Dr. Barrett, 
an ex-Jesuit who still regards himself as 
a Catholic, says that there is more super- 
stitious running after saints and relics 
today than ever before. Priests wax rich 
from the sale of relics, medals and stat- 
ues. Multitudes of Catholics fasten a 
medal of St. Christopher to their motor 
cars in order to furnish protection against 
accident; a curious association—this is 
—of an ancient fetish with a triumph of 
modern science. 

Rightly has it been said that—‘Super- 
stition is the child of ignorance and the 
mother of misery,” utterly irrational and 
belonging to child-like 
type of mentality. It consists in believ- 
ing without evidence, or in spite of evi- 
dence, disregarding the true relation of 
cause and effect, or advancing an entire- 
ly spurious relation. 

While many superstitions, like those 
mentioned above, are merely silly rather 
than serious, one has only to examine 
certain facts of life to find others that 
have been through past ages and are to- 
day, productive of a vast amount of 
human misery. 


the primitive, 


Witchcraft for centuries was held an 
offense punishable by law in all Christian 
countries. This was based upon a speci- 
fic passage in the Bible: “Thou shalt not 
suffer a witch to live,” although it had 
been customary in ancient Rome to burn 
alive those found guilty of witchcraft. 
That it should have continued to within 
only a scant hundred and forty years of 
the present time, is due, without doubt, 
to that other and far-reaching supersti- 
tion which has been, and is, the great 
curse of civilized humanity. Namely, 
that the Bible is the one and only re- 
vealed word of God. 

During the period when the Inquisi- 
tion was at its height, one of the greatest 
books on witchcraft and its suppression 
was written by two of the Pope’s agents. 
Certain points in this book are of par- 
ticular interest to us today. For example, 
the authors contend that, owing to the 
gravity of the offense, witnesses not us- 
ually considered competent to testify— 
the criminal and the insane—might be 
used where the testimony was against, 
but not for, the person accused of witch- 
craft. It is of current interest because 
similar tactics were employed in a re- 
cent case in New York City against a 
Mrs. Dennett, the author of a pamphlet 
on “The Sex Side of Life.” The prosecut- 
ing attorney refused to accept as a mem- 
ber of the jury anyone who had read any- 
thing by H. L. Menken or Havelock EI- 
lis. The court refused to allow the jury 
to be informed concerning the high es- 
teem in which Mrs. Dennett’s pamphlet 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

The period of singing in the Church 
School begins at 9:50. Prompt attend- 
ance is urged so that the children may 
not miss any of the interesting things 
offered each Sunday. 


The Adult Class—10 A. M. 


“Hebrew Poetry” will be the subject 
of the second lecture in the series on 
Hebrew Literature which Dr. Bullard is 
giving. 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 


Mr. Harold H. Story of Inglewood High 
School will speak on “Some After- 
Thoughts of Freudianism.” The class 
will remember the two very excellent 
talks Mr. Story gave earlier in the year. 
His discussion of modern psychology 
promises to be most interesting. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

Four members of the Fellowship, Roy 
Frankson, Alice Skaife, Ruth Newton and 
Mr. Freeman, will discuss their views of 
Prohibition in the class on Sunday morn- 
ing. “Our Country and Its Laws,” is the 
subject for the month. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
is commonly held; refused to permit any 
expert testimony concerning the matter 
in question. 

This brings us to the superstitious at- 
titude which has surrounded the subject 
of sex from ancient times to the present 
day; among primitive peoples and among 
civilized ones. Regardless of one’s opin- 
ion concerning the fairness of Miss 
Mayo’s book, Mother India, it is generally 
admitted that she is describing evils that 
exist. And one of the most revolting 
chapters is that in which she describes 
the accepted treatment of the Hindu 
mother at the time of child-birth. Un- 
clean, taboo, and subject to the most 
viciously cruel and inhuman treatment. 
But whether we realize it or not, this 
and the ignorant opposition to the spread 
of scientific sex knowledge, which is rife 
today, are a part of the vast taboo which 
has its origin deep down in mankind’s 
fear as he stands in the presence of the 
mystery of the origin of life. 

It is impossible for the imagination to 
grasp the way in which the minds of 
children have been poisioned and distort- 
ed by this fear; the way in which through 
their whole lives men and women alike 
have had to endure endless and needless 
anxiety; the way in which the bodies 
and minds of countless generations of 
women have been crucified because of 
this refusal to face the facts fearlessly. 

There is a growing realization on the 
part of intelligent men and women the 
world over, that there is no solution for 
many of the social problems that con- 
front us until we deal more intelligently 
with this question of the origin of life. 
Such an eminent thinker as Dr. Arthur 
Morgan, president of Antioch College, 
has recently said that it is impossible for 
us to solve the problem of world peace 
until we have world-wide birth-control. 
Social workers are generally agreed that 


they can do no more than dip water out 


of a vessel into which a stream is pouring 
until we realize the necesity for the 
(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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spread of this information. Yet the bill 
legalizing birth-control failed in the New 
York legislature. 


The high cost of superstition! In time 
and money and energy and human hap- 
piness, in progress and intellectual ad- 
vancement. There is no one of us whose 
mind is entirely free from the clouds of 
superstition. Though we are not aware 
of them, yet are they in some degree 
costly to us. There is just one way to be 
rid of them; the way of the open mind, 
the way of science. We must refuse to 
allow our minds to crystalize; we must 
continue to keep them plastic; we must 
continue to think. And we must stand 
for the fearless application of the scien- 
tific method to every problem. 


“Belief, that sacred faculty which 
prompts the decisions of our will, and 
knits into harmonious working all the 
compacted energies of our being, is not 
ours for ourselves, but for humanity. It 
is rightly used on truths which have 
been established by long experience and 
waiting toil, and which have stood in the 
fierce light of free and fearless question- 
ing. Then it helps to bind men together, 
and to strengthen and direct their com- 
mon action. It is desecrated when given 
to unproved and unquestioned statements, 
for the solace and private pleasure of the 
believer; to add a tinsel splendor to 
the plain straight road of life and dis- 
play a bright mirage beyond it; or even 
to drown the common sorrows of our 
kind by self deception. . . . Who so 
would deserve well in this matter will 
guard the purity of his belief with a very 
fanaticism of jealous care, lest at any 
time it should rest on an unworthy ob- 
ject, and catch a stain which can never 
be wiped away.” 


KINDERGARTEN 


A kindergarten is conducted each Sun- 
day morning so that parents wishing to 
attend the service may leave their chil- 
dren there. 


BUDDHA A HUMANIST 

The Christian Register for May 9th re- 
ports a review of “Humanist Sermons” 
which appeared in The Modern Review 
of Calcutta, India. The writer, Mahesh 
Chandra Ghosh says, “Had Gotama the 
Buddha been born now in America, he 
would have been the leader of the hu- 
manists. The humanist says, ‘Work out 
your own destiny.’ That was exactly the 
message of Gotama. There is another 
startling coincidence. Both humanism 
and Buddhism have been formulated 
without any reference to God or the Abso- 
lute. There is one point of difference. 
Gotama laid emphasis on salvation, 
whereas the emphasis of the humanist is 
on _ self-development, _ self-expansion, 
whole life, full life. But in these 2500 
years Gotama would have certainly have 
revised his ideas.” 


SHRINERS TO SING HERE 

We are to have a rare treat on Sunday 
evening, June 2nd, when the male quartet 
of Hella Temple, Dallas, Texas, will pre- 
sent a program in our auditorium. That 
date marks the beginning of convention 
week for Shriners and we are happy to 
have a part in their entertainment. There 
will be no admission charge and you are 
urged to invite your friends to hear this 
splendid quartet. 


MR. HARRIS AT SANTA ANA 

Wadsworth Harris, a member of the 
Community Church of New Y>rk, and 
affiliated with this church through mem- 
bership with the Laymen’s League, will 
be the guest of honor of Prof. and Mrs. 
Ernst Phillips, when the talented stu- 
dents of the Santa Ana Junior College 
put on “Macbeth” at the Community 
Theater, Friday evening. Mr. Harris, who 
is pleasantly remembered for his many 
complimentary recitals for this church, 
has been invited by the internationally 
known Bohemian Club of San Francisco 
—composed of men following literature 
and the arts and art patrons—to appear 
in one of his popular Shakespearean 
and poetic recitals. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude— 
bree Reve Saint-Saens 


a. Contemplation 


b. Kamennoi-Ostrow ...........- Rubenstein 


Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Let There be Light”....Number 26 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. eH 
Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “Cheerfulness” 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “To the Rising Sun” 
eS Res See eR ee Torjussen 


Solo, “My Prayer”............ Martin Broones 
Mr. Brandt 


Address, “The Bridge of San Luis Rey” 
E. Burdette Backus 


Hymn, “The March of Men”....Number 23 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
W. M. A. Brandt, Soloist 


PSYCHOLOGY 

We are all eager for an abundant life, 
but we fail many times for lack of a 
proper technique. In the address of Sun- 
day, May 26th, Mr. Backus will speak on 
“Psychology.” How it can help us to 
pitch the song of life in a major key. 

co * * 

At the conclusion of the service Mr. 
Backus will remain to greet members of 
the congregation. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 


A dinner and business meeting for the 
Laymen’s League will be held on Wed- 
nesday evening, May 22nd. The dinner 
speaker will be John R. Richards, presi- 
dent of the Department of Water and 
Power of Los Angeles. His subject will 
be “The Owens Valley Water Contro- 
versy.” Election of officers for the com- 
ing year will be an important feature of 
the business meeting. All the men of 
the congregation are invited to this din- 
ner and are asked to make their reserva- 
tions at the church office by Monday, 
May 20th. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


May 23rd is Social Service day. Mem- 
bers who enjoy sewing will be most wel- 
come. This work is under the direction 
of Mrs.’ Abbie Brewer, and the group 
meets at ten o’clock. Each person brings 
a box lunch and tea and coffee are served 
from the kitchen. 

At two p. m. there will be a bridge-tea 
in the Alliance parlor. This event is 
planned by the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee to raise funds for the month of 
May. Contributions to the “White Ele- 
phant” table will be much appreciated. 
Mrs. Florence Rowe and Mrs. Edward 
Brewer are to be hostesses. A delightful 
afternoon is anticipated. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Members of the Sunday Night Club 
and their friends are invited to a picnic 
on Sunday afternoon to be held in the 
Lodge belonging to the Girls’ Physical 
Education Club of U. C. L. A. Just a 
year ago this same group of young peo- 
ple spent an afternoon there and had a 
most delightful time. You are requested 
to take your own lunch, bathing suits and 
towels, if you wish to swim, and there 
will be a charge of ten cents per person 
for the use of the Lodge. Cars will leave 
from the church immediately after the 
morning service. 
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“THE WILL OF GOD” 


The story of the Bridge of San Luis 
Rey is a delightful modern version of a 
theme as old as humanity’s ability to 
think. The theme is this: why do the 
tragedies of life fall on good and bad 
alike?, or in orthodox terms, how shall we 
reconcile the goodness and love of God 
with the terrible sufferings with which 
he inflicts His children. 

According to Thorton Wilder’s book, 
the bridge collapses and five persons are 
flung to their death. A Franciscan Monk 
who saw the accident spends the next six 
years in gathering material on their lives, 
trying to prove thereby that the evil in 
this world is for man’s own ultimate good 
and is, in every case, the will of God. The 
story is admirably told and well worth 
reading. But we are concerned here with 
the question which it raises. The conclu- 
sion of the Franciscan Monk is the one 
which has been almost universally ac- 
cepted. Men have said: “The world is 
under the guidance of God; everything 
must have a place in His plan, even 
though we, with our limited intelligence, 
cannot see the reason for it.” If, as Chris- 
tian theology tells us, God is all powerful, 
all wise, and all loving, then the evils 
and ills of the world must be justified on 
grounds that transcend human logic. Be- 
cause few people demand logical consis- 
tency, this explanation has sufficed. But 
here we enter the realm of psychology 
rather than theology. 

Men believe that evil is a part of God’s 
plan because they find it comforting to 
do so. A sorrow is easier to bear, less 
embittering, if there is a tremendous rea- 


Address by E. BurpeTTE Backus 


son for it, if it can be felt to contribute 
toward final good, or if it is a just pun- 
ishment for sin. These ideas contain, of 
course, a grain of truth, but one which is 
very limited in its range and uncertain in 
its operation. 

The thinking which man has done in 
regard to evil has concerned itself chiefly 
with a shelter for his weakness. It was 
this which caused him to raise to the dig- 
nity of a universal law, a fragment of 
truth which he was able to make work, 
after a fashion. To be sure it has brought 
him a measure of comfort, but it has also 
brought him much unnecessary suffering. 
And it has created a supine attitude tow- 
ard evil. Seldom is much effort exerted 
to alleviate an evil if it is considered a 
part of God’s plan. Even so, there would 
be a legitimate reason, perhaps for tread- 
ing lightly on these partial truths, if there 
were no other means of cultivating cour- 
age, but such is not the case. Other meth- 
ods are already displacing the old. The 
Bridge of San Luis Rey, as a book, is 
one of the signs that the traditional atti- 
tude toward evil is losing its grip on the 
minds of men. Though a certain amount 
of good results from the tragedy of the 
bridge, it is evident that the author wants 
us to feel that the monk’s pious theory 
is inadequate and incapable of proof. 

Because of the change which has come 
over the world’s thinking there are mul- 
titudes today who no longer find the old 
answer valid. Slowly but irrevocably the 
march of knowledge has been compelling 
us to think of the universe in impersonal 
terms instead of personal, to substitute 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

The period of singing in the Church 
School begins at 9:50. Prompt attendance 
is urged so that the children may not 
miss any of the interesting things offered 
each Sunday. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on the book of 
Job. 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Mr. Levin will discuss “The Cause and 
Cure of Crime,” from the standpoint of 
a liberal. Mr. Levin’s clear grasp of so- 
cial and economic problems makes him 
fully capable of treating this problem in 
a stimulating way. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

Election of officers for the coming year 
will be held. Mr. Benshimol will speak 
to the Fellowship on “Patriotism.” This 
is the Sunday preceding Memorial Day, 
and Mr. Benshimol’s talk will be both 
timely and profitable. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the “laws of nature” for the “will of 
God.” We have not as yet become fully 
aware of the consequences of this change 
for the various aspects of life; we have 
but made a beginning in the process of 


re-adjusting our ideas, our emotions, our 
acts. 

Some of these consequences, so far as 
they refer to this problem of evil, are set 
forth admirably in Walter Lippman’s new 
book: “A Preface to Morals.” He says 
that when we cease to think of the goy- 
ernment of the universe as presided over 
by a being who is subject to the same 
standards as ours, then this thing we call 
evil becomes simply a quality of our rela- 
tion to the world, a way of experiencing 
things which in themselves are neutral. 

A frequent reaction to this changed 
attitude, is the feeling of having lost a 
friend; the universe becomes a cold and 
lonely place, which many find hard to 
accept. But to these must come the com- 
pensation that evil has lost much of its 
power. It is no longer a part of a great 
system which looms threateningly over 
us all the time. Instead, each manifesta- 
tion of evil becomes a practical situation 
to be dealt with as best we can. 


The importance of this change is co- 
lassal. A large part of human suffering 
lies not in the pain itself, but in the 
anxiety contributed by the meaning we 
attach to it. Consider the recent disaster 
in Cleveland. To those who call it an 
“act of God,” immediately there is an 
agonizing attempt to fit it in with a moral 
government of the universe. The tragedy 
itself is bad enough without adding imag- 
inary horrors—and modern science 
teaches us that these horrors are imagin- 
ary. Then, too, this change has meant the 
shifting of the emphasis from justifying 
the ways of God to discovering ways of 
equipping man to deal effectively with 
evils. It becomes evident that some evils 
are of long and some of short duration; 
some can be avoided, some are ineyit- 
able. Man busies himself in eliminating 
those that will bend to his efforts and in 
learning how to meet with strength and 
courage those which are inevitable. Gone 
is the supine attitude of accepting as the 
wil! of God evils that lie within the power 
of man to correct. 


(Continued on Page 3, column 2) 
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DRAMART ANNOUNCEMENT 

A short time ago we announced that 
on Wednesday evening, May 29th, Squire 
Coop would give a talk on church music 
and its development. We regret to say 
that this most interesting program will 
necessarily have to be postponed until 
after the end of the present school term. 
Unusual press of work at the University 
makes his visit to us impossible at 
present. 

But following this disappointment we 
wish to broadcast word to the effect that 
the DRAMART WORKSHOP’S second 
production, “The Enchanted Cottage,” 
will be presented June 19, 20 and 21, in 
the Workshop Theatre. Rehearsals are 
progressing nicely and plans for a most 
successful presentation are under way. 

The leading roles in this charming 
three-act play are being assumed by Bon- 
nie Matthews, Edward Bode, Walter Mat- 
thews and Mary West. The play as a 
whole is a big step toward the success 
striven for by the “DRAMART WORK- 
SHOP.’ 

Remember the dates and visit us again. 


SHRINE CHANTERS 
Bear in mind that on Sunday evening, 


June 2, the male quartet of Hella Temple, 
Dallas, Texas, will entertain us with an 
unusual program. We are fortunate in 
being able to present this quartet, for it 
is one of the best to visit the city during 
Shrine convention week. Invite your 
friends to enjoy the evening with you. 


CAMP FOR UNITARIAN YOUNG 
PEOPLE 
The seventh annual camp for the young 


people of Southern California churches 
will be held again this year for the third 
time at Big Pines, San Bernardino moun- 
tains about one hundred miles north east 
of Los Angeles. Sports of all kinds are 
available, hiking, swimming, horse back 
riding, tennis and, of course, all the fun 
of companionship in camp. 

The camp speakers this year are to be 
Rey. Milan Dempster minister of the 
Unitarian church of Stockton, and Berk- 


eley B. Blake, our Pacific coast field sec- 
retary. The time is August 19-25, the 
price $8.00. Any one interested is urged 
to consult Mrs. E. B. Backus at once. 


PERSONALS 
Mrs. Agnes Wheeler leaves this week 
for an extended visit to her old home in 
New Hampshire and other eastern states. 


Mrs. L. A. Cooper will spend the sum- 
mer in the middle west, visiting in Iowa 
and Kentucky. 


DATK 

We have received pictures from the 
Unitarian Church in Datk, Transylvania, 
which our congregation helped to sup- 
port in the difficult years following the 
war. The pictures are of the church, 
the minister and his wife, and the or- 
ganist. They are displayed on the bul- 
letin board at the foot of the stairs in the 
Community House. 


(Continued from Page 2) 

This modern viewpoint affords man an 
equal opportunity to triumph over the 
evil within himself and has the added 
advantage of being less likely to cause 
him to accept as the will of God some 
evil which the hand and brain of man 
can remedy. 

To tear out the last vestige of the idea 
that the ills of mankind are a part of an 
almighty plan, to cease from trying to fit 
the individual heartache into the moral 
order of the universe, to realize instead 
that each specific evil must be dealt with 
removed if possible, triumphed over, mas- 
tered in the secret places of the heart; 
this way lies the healing of the wounds 
of the world. M. C. B. 


KINDERGARTEN 


A kindergarten is conducted each Sun- 
day morning so that parents wishing to 
attend the service may leave their chil- 
dren there. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude— 
ALL CAC: Foie Dr. Ray Hastings 


b. Andante Cantabile 
Quartet opus No. 11, Tschaikowsky. 


Mrs. Glick 


from String 


Hymn, “Comradeship”.............. Number 57 
Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 

Response, 

Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading, “The Spirit of Man” 
Page 44 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, Excerpt from “Funeral 


March’? C2e85 cncsi-pccesness eaters Chopin 
Solo, “In Flanders’ Fields,”.............. Bergin 
Mr. Brandt 
Address ere eee “Psychology” 


E. Burdette Backus 


Hymn, “My Own Shall Come to Me” 
Number 30 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mrs. Apa Marsu Cuick, Organist 
W. M. A. Branpt, Soloist 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Since next Thursday is Memorial Day 
there will be no meeting of the Alliance. 
On the following Thursday, June 6th, the 
regular luncheon will be held at 12:30, 
followed by a program for the installa- 
tion of new officers. Details will be given 
in next week’s calendar. 


WHAT IS WRONG WITH 
MARRIAGE? 


For four years Dr. G. V. Hamilton, an 
eminent psychiatrist, has been conducting 
a research in marriage by personal exam- 
ination of two hundred married men and 
women. The results of his study have 
been published in a book bearing the 
title, “What Is Wrong With Marriage?” 
In the sermon for June 2nd, Mr. Backus 
will deal with the material presented by 
this book. 


DEATH OF MRS. CLEAVER 

Friends of Mrs. Alice Adams Cleaver 
were saddened by news of her death, 
which occurred last week. The funeral 
service was held on Saturday afternoon in 
the Alliance parlor. Mrs. Cleaver was an 
active member of the church and the 
Alliance and she will be greatly missed 
in both organizations. 

The flowers for the church service on 
Sunday morning were in Mrs. Cleaver’s 
memory, arranged by her daughter, Miss 
Dorothy Cleaver. 


Commemorating Memorial Day, Mr. 
Brandt will use for his solo on Sunday 
morning an arrangement of the poem, 
“In Flanders’ Fields,” by Lieut. Col. John 
McCrae. 


In Flanders’ Fields the poppies grow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place, while in the sky, 
The larks, still singing bravely, fly, 
Unheard amid the guns below. 


We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset’s glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders’ Fields. 


Take up our quarrel with the foe; 

To you, from failing hands, we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high, 

If ye break faith with us who die, 

We shall not sleep, though poppies blow 
In Flanders’ Fields. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 

Each one of us is confronted with the 
problem of how to live a full, happy and 
effective life with confidence and cour- 
age, free from oppressive doubts and 
fears. Each one of us is eager to be as 
the sailor who uses even adverse winds 
to hold him to his course, rather than as 
the weathercock, the sport of every wind 
that blows. 

In certain phases of Psychology may 
be found the necessary wisdom for 
achieving this result. Psychology, as we 
know it today, is of three different kinds. 
There is the psychology of common sense 
which many people, who have had very 
little actual schooling, know and use ef- 
fectively. There is the sham psychology 
which includes a large amount of pure 
bunk, with which we are all too familiar; 
and there is the academic psychology 
the work of serious and educated men 
who are attempting to take the psy- 
chology of common sense and rid it of 
its mistakes and uncertainties. 

Although still in an unsatisfactory state, 
academic psychology promises much to- 
ward helping us to get a clearer concep- 
tion of the nature of the mind and the 
manner in which it functions, and to put 
our knowledge to a practical use. 

It is necessary, first of all, to establish 
a balanced view of the results to be ex- 
pected. We must rid ourselves of the 
fatalistic idea that we can do nothing to 
alter the situation of our lives, and at the 
same time realize that we are subject to 


certain definite limitations, within which, 
by rightly exerting ourselves, accomplish 
much. Many times we find that in the vast 
play of life’s forces about us, a conscious- 
ly directed, mobilized volume of effort 
will make all the difference between suc- 
cess and failure. 

Obviously, before making any great ef- 
fort toward directing the processes of 
our lives, it is necessary to form a clear 
and adequate picture of what constitutes 
success. Much unhappiness has been 
caused by the proneness of human beings 
to take the short-sighted view of this 
question. Lives have been carefully and 
definitely shaped, and thereby ruined, 
toward ends delightfully satisfying to 
youth and adolescence, but utterly boring 
and often distressing to mature minds. 
This thought has been developed by the 
late Dr. Eliot of Harvard under the title: 
“The Durable Satisfactions of Life.” 

Life doles out to us a certain amount 
of energy, physical and mental. What 
we shall be able to achieve with that 
energy depends largely upon the skill 
with which we use it. For hints con- 
cerning the use of our energy we can 
turn to no saner writer perhaps than Rob- 
ert Hutcheon, professor of Philosophy 
and the Psychology of Religion at the 
Unitarian School in Chicago. 

First, the use of that power which 
many authorities consider our greatest— 
our imagination; it is that which enables 
us to take the facts of our experience and 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

The period of singing in the Church 
School begins at 9:50. Prompt atten- 
dance is urged so that the children may 
not miss any of the interesting things of- 
fered each Sunday. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Wisdom Literature.” 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

“Ts There a Youth Problem?” This 
will be the subject of an open forum to 
be held next Sunday. The question of 
modern youth has been widely discussed 
in the past few years, and has received 
a new impetus by the publication of a 
booklet by the Y. M. C. A. on “Youth 
and Sex.” Come prepared to express 
your ideas. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

During the month of June the Fellow- 
ship will study Unitarianism. As an in- 
troduction to the course Mrs. Backus will 
give, this first Sunday in the month, a 
general survey of the history of Unitar- 
anism. On other Sundays in the month 
members of the organization will tell 
the story of the lives of men both in 
Europe and America who have made 
great contributions to the denomination. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
rearrange them according to a pattern of 
our own making. It is the basis of all 
art and music and literature and also of 
all mechanical invention and the gene- 
ralizations of science. It increases with 
use and atrophies when allowed to lie 
idle. Too much routine, too much pass- 
ive entertainment, are fatal to the ima- 
gination. One of its most valuable uses 
is seen in the practice of looking ahead 
and seeing the consequences of our acts. 
It is this that many time prevents irres- 
ponsible and unwiseactions that lead al- 
most inevitably to broken health, irri- 
table temper and distracted spirit. Thus 
we are reminded that much evil in the 
world is due not so much to bad hearts 
as to lazy imaginations. But perhaps the 
most valuable use to which the imagina- 
tion may be put is that of creating ideals 
for the social and personal life. It is 
this which raises us above the animals. 

Psychology enables us to form our 
judgments and we are shown the im- 
portance of an organized mental equip- 
ment, disciplined and thoroughly in- 
formed. Morally it is of greatest assist- 
ance. It helps us to understand the great 
instinctive drives of human nature which 
are responsible for so large a portion of 
our conduct. It directs us to a course of 
action which is neither paganism on the 
one hand nor asceticism on the other. 
Psychology gives this the name of sub- 
limation. It consists in accepting our ap- 
petites and our instincts, granting them a 
legitimite satisfaction, but diverting the 
major portion of the energy involved to 
the service of ideal ends. Psychology 
also shows us that morality is not an 
artificial thing forced upon us by some 
supernatural power, but is rooted in the 
psychic life itself. Conscience when ex- 
amined in the light of psychology, be- 
comes not an infallible guide to conduct, 
the voice of God in the soul, but simply 
the process of judgment that takes place 
in each individual on the basis of his at- 
tainments, needing to be re-educated con- 


(Continued on Page 3, column 2) 
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OFFICERS FOR FELLOWSHIP 

At a business meeting of the Fellow- 
ship held Jast Sunday the following offi- 
cers were elected for the coming year: 
John McKinney, president; Elizabeth Ec- 
kerson, vice president; Stanley Roush, 
secretary; Dorothy Donaldson, treasurer. 
Mr. McKinney, the president, is a sen- 
ior at Fremont High School, is president 
of the Boys’ League and also of the City 
Federation of World Friendship Clubs, 
and has many other interests which fit 
him for the leadership of this organiza- 
tion of young people. 


DRAMART ANNOUNCEMENT 

Please keep the dates June 19, 20 and 
21 free that you may attend the next pro- 
duction of the Dramart Workshop. The 
three-act play, “The Enchanted Cottage” 
will be given and you are promised an 
evening of rare entertainment. Novel 
features are to be introduced during the 
intermissions and you will not want to 
miss seeing the cleverly designed stage. 
Keep the dates open and bring your 
friends. 


UNIQUE REQUEST 

There has recently come to this office 
a request from a teacher in the Llano Co- 
operative Colony at Llano, Louisiana, 
that this church send to them a person 
fitted to teach ethics, discipline and self 
control. She says that her home is in 
Los Angeles and many times she has at- 
tended this church and listened to Mr. 
Backus over the radio. She believes that 
this is the only organization to which she 
might appeal for a person who would fit 
in with the ideals of their colony. 

Anyone interested in making this ex- 
periment may see the publication of the 
colony, which is received at the church 
office each week, and also the correspon- 
dence from the teacher. 


If an offense come out of the truth, 
better is it that the offense come than that 
the truth be concealed —Thomas Hardy. 


STREET ASSESSMENT 
As we have known for some time, 
Eighth Street is to be widened and ex- 
tended from Figueroa to Windsor. Our 
assessment for this improvement amounts 
to $12,629.70. We are awarded $5,740.00 
for the land which the city takes, leaving 
$6,889.70 to be paid. We have bonded 
this amount, payable over a period of 
thirty years. The annual payments plus 
the interest will probably be made a 
part of our yearly budget, as we would 

feel the burden less in that way. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S CAMP 

Plans are well under way for the sev- 
enth annual camp for the young people 
of the Unitarian Churches of Southern 
California. It will be held again at Big 
Pines, the Los Angeles County Recrea- 
tion Park, where complete camping fa- 
cilities are available in the Glendale Girl 
Scouts camp. Folders descriptive of the 
camp will soon be out. The time is to 
be August 18 to 25. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held in the 
church parlor on Monday evening, June 
3, at seven o'clock. 

Mr. W. H. Pierce has been appointed 
to fill the vacancy on the Board caused 
by the death of Mr. Kerckoff. 


(Continued from Page 2) 
stantly if one is not to be led astray. 

One other point on which psychology 
sheds its light concerning the moral life: 
Every stage in the process of develop- 
ment has its own ethical standards, and 
ill results inevitably from either forcing 
the standards of adult life upon a child 
or retaining childish standards during 
maturity. 

In conclusion, psychological theory is 
important, but not as much so as prac- 
tice. Maxims are not sufficient; we must 
‘acquire habits. We must learn to live 
by living. M. C, B. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude— 


G2 Jubilate Doers Silver 
Gu Shepherds #bipe pete Harris 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “O Life That Maketh All 
hings NCW ecsse eee Number 10 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Organ Interlude. 
Responsive Reading, “Love”.......... Page 53 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Madrigal”............ 
De SA et RS Die Sok Simonetti-Biggs 
Solo, “Wind and Lyre”....................... Bohm 


Mr. Brandt 


Address— 
“What is Wrong With Marriage?” 
E. BurpetreE Backus 


Hymn, “The Streams of Love” Number 52 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mrs. Apa Marsu Cuick, Organist 
W. M. A. Branot, Soloist 


MR. ABEL TO SPEAK 
Sunday, June 9th, Mr. Backus will have 
his annual exchange with Mr. Abel, di- 
rector of the Hollywood Humanist So- 
ciety. The subject on which Mr. Abel is 
to speak is: “Can We Behave?” 


The words of the solo this morning 
may be found on page 21 of the service 
book. 


PULPIT PLOWERS 
The flowers on June 2nd are in mem- 
ory of the deceased members of the Wil- 
liam H. Knight family. 


SUNDAY EVENING CONCERT 

On this Sunday evening occurs the 
concert by the Shrine male quartet of 
Hella Temple, Dallas, Texas. It prom- 
ises to be a most interesting program 
and we want you to invite your friends 
to come with you to hear it. The concert 
is absolutely free to the public. A full 
auditorium will express the Los Angeles 
spirit of hospitality and our own appre- 
ciation to these visitors who are so gra- 
ciously offering us their services. 


DEATH OF MRS. MORDOUGH 

Mrs. J. C. Mordough, a member of this 
church for many years, died early last 
week enroute home from Honolulu. Her 
funeral was held on Saturday morning at 
the Hollywood Cemetery. 

The pulpit flowers on last Sunday 
morning were sent by the members of 
Mrs. Mordough’s family. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


The committee in charge of the Al- 
liance meeting on June 6th are anxious 
to make it a memorable occasion. The 
program is as follows: sewing group 
meets at 10:00 o’clock; board meeting at 
11:30; luncheon at 12:30; business meet- 
ing and installation of officers at 2:00 
o’clock. 

Every woman in the congregation is in- 
vited to come on that day and participate 
in the good time which is being planned. 
The luncheon will be the very best, and 
a surprise program is being arranged for 
the luncheon hour. The installation of 
the new officers will be a little more elab- 
orate than usual, and special music will 
be a feature of the occasion. Please at- 
tend this luncheon and business meeting, 
and help make it a day of profit and- 
pleasure to the women of the church. In 
order that you may have the best service 
possible for lunch, please make your res- 
ervation at the church office by Tuesday 
noon, June 4th. We expect to serve a 
large number and YOUR reservation is 
important. 


has 
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WHAT IS WRONG WITH 
MARRIAGE? 


The parent of today is likely to be 
somewhat staggered by the casualness 
with which his children look at the in- 
stitution of marriage. A girl of twelve 
flippantly remarks that she will get a 
divorce from her future husband if he 
turns out to be not so nice as she ex- 
pected, and this is typical of the entire 
attitude of youth. 

Conditions, which, in the past, made 
stable marriages an economic necessity, 
have broken down; religious teachings 
are no longer the compelling force they 
once were; birth control, the most revo- 
lutionary practice in human history, has 
spread through all classes of society. We 
find that marriage, the family, and the 
whole range of sex morality, are under 
fire as they have never been before. Dis- 
cussion concerning them is rampant. Es- 
tablished customs are being subjected to 
the most daring scrutiny and criticism. 

Students of social science agree that 
this is not merely the exhibition of an 
unwholesome appetite for forbidden sub- 
jects, but is rather an indication that rela- 
tively few people are happy in their 
personal lives and that they are begin- 
ning to realize that much of their un- 
happiness is associated with an inade- 
quate solution of those problems. 

In Dr. G. V. Hamilton’s book, “What 
Is Wrong With Marriage?” is found a 
very thorough study of the situation. Dr. 
Hamilton, in company with many seri- 
ous minded people today, believes that 
the attitude of “Mrs. Grundy” toward 


these questions, the attitude which de- 
mands a hands-off policy, has been, and 
still is responible for much of the un- 
happines and ill-health, mental and phy: 
sical, which prevails in connection with 
marriage. He realizes the utter futility 
of attempting to hold and maintain the 
rigid standards of the past, and also the 
necessity for establishing new standards 
on a basis of sound scientific knowledge. 

Dr. Hamilton, who is himself one of 
New York’s most eminent psychiatrists, 
has made an exhaustive examination of 
the personal lives of 200 married men 
and women. He has selected this group 
as an authentic cross section of the bet- 
ter class of intelligent Americans. Some 
of his findings are indeed startling. For 
instance, he finds that out of that group 
277 persons admit that their marriages 
are failures. Of the rest only four state 
that they consider their marriages com- 
pletely successful. 

It is impossible to go into detail in re- 
gard to the findings of this investigation, 
but a few points may be touched upon 
as being significant. It was found that 
money was not nearly so important a 
factor as is generally supposed. In fact 
there were just two things that stood 
out with any degree of preponderance as 
the causes of unhappiness. First, incom- 
patibility, due to differences of tempera- 
ment, and second, trouble arising out of 
different attitudes toward the sex life. 

In regard to the first, Dr. Hamilton, in 
his wide experience has found that in 
the majority of cases, the difficulty is not 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


Home telephone—MOrningside 19597. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

The period of singing in the Church 
School begins at 9:50. Prompt attend- 
ance is urged so that the children may 
not miss any of the interesting things 
offered each Sunday, 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 
Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Scrolls.” 
The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Mr. S. S. Myrick, 
Council on International Relations, will 
speak on World Peace. Mr. Myrick is a 
vivid speaker, who has much experience 
His ap- 
proach promises to be most stimulating. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

“Great Unitarians in Europe,” is to be 
the subject in the Fellowship on Sunday 
morning. Stories of the lives of the fol- 
lowing men will be told: Servetus by 
Dorothy Perry; Francis David by Irene 
Donaldson; Socinius by Virginia Ecker- 


representing the 


with Far Eastern problems. 


son; Joseph Priestly by Caroline Firkins; 
James Martineau by Merna Frankson. 
An exhibition of pictures relating to 
Unitarian history has been arranged in 
Members of the 
congregation are invited to visit the room 


the Fellowship room. 


daring this month. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


so much to be found in the partner to the 
marriage who is found to be at fault by 
the other, but rather in the fault-finder 
This is true in all cases except 
those in which actually vicious character- 
istics prevail. There is, Dr. Hamilton says, 
a definite and deep-seated reason for this, 
which dates back to certain emotional 
patterns formed in earliest youth. Often 
this is known as a mother complex, or 
in the opposite situation, a father com- 
plex. He goes on to state that men and 
women who have had a normally happy 
childhood, who have not centered their 
affections on either parent, but have 
loved both about equally, are more than 
likely to find their future mate quite 
Any faults he 
may have, unless of grave importance, 
are considered a part of his personality 
and at least tolerated. On the other hand, 
the person, either man or woman, who 
has centered his childish love on his par- 
ent of the opposite sex, is likely in later 
life to find the characteristics of his mate 
extremely if not intolerable 
when they fail to measure up with this 
early emotional pattern. This situation 
can be greatly improved by a complete 


himself. 


reasonably compatible. 


irritating 


understanding and the resolve on the 
part of the aggrieved partner to use his 
intelligence rather than to let himself be 
ruled by his emotions. If this can be 
done, it often develops that what seemed 
to be outstanding faults, are only out- 
standing differences, and much unhappi- 
ness may be avoided if they are accepted 
as such. 

As to the second outstanding cause of 
unhappiness, it has been found that much 
of it has been due to the attitude toward 
sex which has prevailed in the past. The 
attitude which has been thrust upon wom- 
en especially which has made them feel 
in the very depths of their souls that 
everything pertaining to sex was vile 
and unmentionable, and that utter ig- 
norance regarding it was the supremest 
virtue. 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 1) 
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DRAMART WORKSHOP 
PRODUCTION 


Effects wholly unexpected will mark 
the second production of the Dramart 
Workshop the evenings of June 19, 20, 
and 21, at eight fifteen. Our first offering 
was a series of three one-act plays and 
from the very favorable comment offered, 
this first attempt was a very successful 
one. It is our belief that the approaching 
play, “The Enchanted Cottage,” will be 
even more favorably received. Rehear- 
sals are showing rapid growth and the 
stage is assuming the picture of a room 
in an old English country cottage. 

The play itself is a most unusal ro- 
mance of a crippled young fellow from 
the war, and a little woman of the vil- 
lage, ugly, plain and almost wholly un- 
noticed by those about her. They find a 
friend in a blind Major living near, who 
brings them a most weird story of their 
housekeeper and her supernatural pow- 
ers. They fear her. The aristocratic par- 
ents of the boy are meddlesome and with- 
out feeling. But in “The Enchanted Cot- 
tage” the two unfortunates find a great 
truth. 

There will be no admission charge on 
any night of the production, but to de- 
fray incidental expenses, a collection will 
be taken. 


COMMEMORATION 

My dead have not been laid beneath the 
sod, 

Where granite slabs or shafts of marble 
mark 

Their place and celebrate their day of 
passing. 

No white-niched wall for urns of solemn 
bronze 

Holds sacred relies of their earthly 
frames. 


With ceremony and poetic word 
Their ashes have been given to the sea. 


From out infinity their spirits came 
To earth. The rhythmic waves of ocean 
flowing 


Wide and far seem fitting messengers 

To bear their dust along His infinite 
ways. 

I do not wish to think their fleshly husks 

Are lingering where wreaths of blossoms 
fade. 


“In Memory” where many people go, 

A fountain plays. And too, a sun-dial 
stands 

Which gives to every passerby its word 

Of quiet faith and truth that—“Ye are all 

The children of the Light.” and “Glorify 

The Hour”—the message brief but sweet, 
still speaks 

From my own garden dial of Baby’s days 

Too fleet. No precious hour can be forgot. 


I do not celebrate their days of death, 
But birthdays, joyous times through all 
their years. 
It pleasures me to give some happiness 
To lonely souls bereft of kin, or send 
An ill-fed child to romp upon a farm; 
A gift for babies pitifully blind. 
A pair of skates to students needing fun, 
A dollar to help build their swimming 
pool. 
A book to far-off mountain southerners, 
Two tickets to the preacher for a play; 
A brick to build the Grenfell Hospital, 
For one held village bound—a city trip, 
A lacy fern when flowers are too rare. 


Such are the monuments to those I love, 
They are not gone. They dwell in living 
joys. 


* * * 


The above poem was written by Stella 
Knight Ruess, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William H. Knight, to whose memory 
the fountain and sun-dial stand in the 
patio of this church. Mrs- Ruess recently 
won the prize in a contest for a poem to 
be danced on the concert stage in New 
York, sponsored by the Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. The poem appeared in 
the April number of “American Poetry 
Magazine,” and is entitled 
Waters.” 


“Drowsy 
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Organ Prelude— 
ers ee: Dubois 


b. Meditation from “Thais”... Massenet 


Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Comradeship” .............. Number 57 


a. Processional 


Reading. 

Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 

Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading— 


“A Greedlol (Life™ 2 ess Page 41 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Deep River”..............--.- 
Ss AN AE Ee NE Sa Se Fisher-Roger 


Solo. - Psalm lofe Drust,-. eer 
BoA ee reer ater reer English Traditional 
Mr. Brandt 
Address— 


“Can We Behave?” 
Theodore Curtis Abel 


Hymn, “I Would Be True,’ Number 28 
Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mrs. Apa Marsu Cuick, Organist 
W. M. A. Branpt, Soloist 


(Continued from Page 2) 

Happily this situation is being dispelled 
and a more wholesome attitude has arisen 
among the younger generation, an atti- 
tude, by the way, which is one of the 
chief causes of distress among the older 
people in regard to the direction in 
which the younger ones are headed. 

From Dr. Hamilton’s book we are able 
to get much helpful knowledge that will 
tend to relieve some of the inevitable 
confusion which prevails in the minds of 
many people today. One point stands 
out clearly. We cannot return to the 
standards of the past. We must form new 
und betier standards based on the most 
expert knowledge available. 

Mi Ca.B: 


RELIGION WITHOUT REVELATION 


Julian Huxley a grandson of Thomas 
Huxley, and himself a distinguished bi- 
ologist, has written a book entitled “Re- 
ligion Without Revelation.” It was ac- 
claimed in an editorial of the Christian 
Register as being no less epoch making 
that Darwin’s “Origin of Species.” Mr. 
Backus will devote the remaining three 
Sundays of June to a presentation of the 
material of this volume. Each address 
will be complete in itself, but if you wish 
to get the full significance of Prof. Hux- 
ley’s work, you will plan to be present 
every Sunday. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Thursday, June 13, is Social Service 
Day, and the sewing group will meet at 
ten thirty. These meetings afford oppor- 
tunity to visit and talk over the affairs 
of the Alliance while the sewing is be- 
ing done. All the women of the congre- 
gation are invited to participate in the 
important work of this department of 
the Alliance. Each one brings a box 
lunch and coffee and tea are served from 
the kitchen. 


CHANNING HALL 


A beautiful photographic reproduction 
of a portrait of William Ellery Chan- 
ning has been presented to the church by 
one of the members. It is to be hung in 
the Social Hall, which will be officially 
designated as “Channing Hall.” Plans 
are being made for luncheon to be served 
following the service on Sunday morn- 
ing, June 30th, when the portrait will be 
unveiled and a brief service held, giving 
the name to the hall. 

The church will be closed during July 
and August so that this is the last oppor- 
tunity for the church family to be to- 
gether for some time. Plan to be present 
on this occasion. Tickets will be on sale 
the next three Sundays, and reservations 
must be closed by June 27th. 
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CAN WE BEHAVE? 

The Bible tells us that God created 
man in his own image, which implies 
that man was at first perfect, and that he 
placed man in a perfect environment. He 
was not able, however, to keep this per- 
fect man from misbehaving. He punish- 
ed him, he destroyed the earth, he sent 
the prophets to persuade him, all to no 
avail. Man continued to misbehave. 
Then as a last resort, God sent his only 
begotten son, so we are told, to die as a 
sacrifice for man’s misdeeds, but in spite 
of it all, man continued to misbehave. 
Today, even in so glorious a country as 
California, man misbehaves to such an 
extent that we are forced to build new 
jails and to exercise the patrol to the 
point of making it a menace in order to 
make room in our existing jails for the 
large number of misbehavers which the 
courts are continually sending to them. 
Can we make ourselves behave? Can we 
do what God apparently, according to 
Christian theology, cannot? 

It is certain that men have always mis- 
behaved. In China, Persia, Egypt, Baby- 
lonia, Greece, Rome, Europe, America— 
everywhere—we find that men have mis- 
behaved and the catalogue of men’s mis- 
deeds is long. Men have murdered, lied, 
stolen, become sexually perverse, unfilial, 
treasonable, covetuous and have blas- 
phemed and violated rituals and oaths. 
Why? The theologian tells us that men 
are altogether sinful. They are conceiv- 
ed in sin, born in iniquity, trained in 
degradation and are altogether helpless 
except through faith in the saving power 


of Jesus’ blood. The philosopher tells 
us that men have not aimed high enough 
in the heavens of idealism, and hence 
have remained in ignorance, lacking in 
poise and prone to indulgence in natural 
passions and intemperance in their tastes. 
Certainly the legal experts have not made 
men behave. We have legislated our ta- 
boos and prohibitions only to find that 
by multiplying and intensifying our laws 
we have increased the number of viola- 
tors and created a disrespect for law 
itself. 

The psychologist in recent years is 
discovering much about man’s behavior 
we have not previously known. He finds 
man driven by inherent life forces to pro- 
cure food, shelter, comfort, congenial 
work, pleasant fellowship and the ectasy 
of mating, and in his struggles to secure 
these elemental desires, met by opposi- 
tion, competition, disappointment and 
disillusionment. The result is an inevi- 
table maladjustment manifested in acts 
considered as misbehavior. The social 
worker also finds man engaged in a con- 
tinual conflict in his struggles for the 
goal of happiness and tells us, as a result 
of his experience in studying and dealing 
with man, that misbehavior is not neces- 
sarily immoral, it is rather a social phe- 
nomenon that is the inevitable result of 
the interactions inherent in the nature of 
our social life. Man misbehaves, not be- 
cause he is « free moral agent and 
chooses to do wrong in preference to 
right, but because he is caught in a net- 
work of social relationships and element- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 


| le re 10:50 A. M. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 1929 
“RELIGION WITHOUT REVELATION” 
An address by E. Burpetre Backus 


2 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


The Los Angeles Unitarian 


Published Weekly Except July and 
August by 
The First Unitarian Church 
2936 West Eighth St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
DUnkirk 4683 


Subscription Price—50 cents a year. 


Entered as second-class matter July 18, 
1928, at the post office at Los Angeles, 
California, under the Act of March 3, 
1879. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

Prompt and regular attendance will in- 
sure vital interest in the many unique 
features offered each Sunday morning. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard is discussing Hebrew 
literature, and this Sunday will lecture 
on “Apocalypses.” 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

“Can We Enforce Prohibition,” will be 
the subject for discussion in the Study 
Class on Sunday morning. In view of 
the fact that President Hoover has ap- 
pointed a commission to study law en- 
forcement, this is a timely topic. Var- 
ious members of the class will present 
different phases of the subject, and these 
talks will be followed by discussion. 

The Fellowship—10 A. M. 

Mrs. Backus will speak to The Fel- 
lowship Sunday morning on Unitarianism 
Today, describing its organization, activ- 
ities and beliefs. A number of ques- 
tions on Unitarian belief have been 
handed in by the young people and these 
questions will be answered Sunday. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
al natural impulses and longings and in 
his struggles for success and happiness 
inevitably become entangled in the web 
of circumstances, violating legal enact- 
ments, commiting breaches of social eti- 
quette and encroaching on the rights of 
his fellowmen. Being the animal that he 
is, and living in a society such as ours, 

man must of necessity misbehave. 
What then can we do? To create a 


state of society in which men shall be- 
have is the most important problem be- 
fore us today. To do this it will be ne- 
cessary to approach the whole problem 
from an entirely new viewpoint. We must 
look upon it, not as a problem of indivi- 
dual morality, but one of social engineer- 
ing. We must study man objectively, 
consider his needs and desires, discover 
his powers and limitations, learn what 
stimulii will call forth the most desir- 
able responses and proceed to create 
those stimulii and eradicate all others. 
In this task for the new age, our social 
institutions will need to be transformed. 
The church must reconstruct its outlook 
and program, and organize mass senti- 
ment in behalf of those prime social 
necessities such as cheerfulness, kindli- 
ness, undertanding, sympathy, sincerity, 
honesty, social justice and economic 
wellbeing, instead of preaching about 
the salvation of souls for a_ possible 
world beyond. We must regard all moral 
standards as relative and make them 
serve man rather than attempt to mould 
and shape man to fit absolute and arbi- 
trary moral standards. We must treat 
misbehavers as socially ill folk, not as 
criminals who have conspired against 
society from deliberate choice. 

Man does not start his life with a 
deliberate choice either to do right or 
to do wrong. Long before he learns to 
think of the rightness or wrongness of 
his acts, he strives to fulfill the inherent 
desires of his organism. In proportion 
as he is able harmoniously to adjust 
himself to the machinery of his society, 
will he behave. But as long as humans 
exist in an imperfect social order and 
struggles for happiness, so long will there 
be maladjustments and hence misbe- 
haviour. The problem of behavior is 
one of social engineering 
rather than individual morality, and can 
be solved only as we pool our intellectual 
resources and cooperate in the creating 
of a society in which the elemental needs 
of man may be obtained with the least 
possible friction. 


primarily 


—T. C. A. 
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HUMANIST LITERATURE 

Mr. Backus is frequently asked to re- 
commend books presenting the humanist 
point of view in religion. There is a 
growing literature on the subject and the 
following recent volumes will be found 
valuable. 

Religion and the Modern World by 
John Herman Randall and John Herman 
Randall, Jr. Published by Stokes, $1.50. 

Religion Coming of Age, by Roy Wood 
Sellars. Published by MacMillan, $2.50. 

A Preface to Morals, by Walter Lipp- 
mann. Published by MacMillan, $2.50. 

Religion Without Revelation, by Julian 
Huxley. Published by Harpers, $2.50. 

Scientific Humanism, by Lothrop Stod- 
dard. Published by Scribners, $2.00. 


VACATION EXPENSES 

The church will close during the 
months of July and August. During that 
time certain expenses The 
Board of Trustees wish to urge contribu- 
tors to keep up their regular payments 
during that time so that there need be 
no difficulty in meeting the bills. Those 
who are accustomed to make their offer- 
ing by the envelope system may pay in 
advance or send the usual amount to the 
church office each week. Please give the 
trustees your hearty cooperation in this 
matter during vacation. 


continue. 


IDEALS 

As you think, you travel; and as you 
love, you attract. You are today where 
your thoughts have brought you; you 
will be tomorrow where your thoughts 
take you. You can not escape the re- 
sult of your thoughts, but you can endure 
and learn, can accept and be glad. You 
will realize the vision (not the idle wish) 
of your heart, be it base or beautiful, or 
a mixture of both, for you will always 
gravitate towards that which you, secretly, 
most love. In your hands will be placed 
the exact results of your thoughts; you 
will receive that which you earn; no 
more, no less. Whatever your present 
environment may be you will fall, remain, 
or rise with your thoughts; your wis-- 


dom, your ideal. You will become as 
small as your controlling desire; as great 
as your dominant aspiration. 

—James Allan. 


SUMMER CAMP NEEDS HELP 

There is a need for automobiles to 
take young people to the summer camp. 
There have also been several requests 
for cots of the folding canvas kind to use 
in camp, and one or two more tents are 
needed. If you will be able to drive up 
to Big Pines on either August 18th or 
25th, taking some young people with 
you; if you have a cot or tent you could 
spare during that week; or if you wish 
to make a financial contribution to the 
camp, please communicate at once with 
Mrs. Backus or the church secretary. 


POSITION WANTED 
A capable young Japanese, member of 
our congregation, desires to secure a po- 
sition with a Unitarian family. He will 
do house or yard work, or is able to do 
office work. Inquire at the church of- 


fice. Ls 
EXHIBIT OF COLONIAL 
FURNISHINGS 
Mrs. Mary D. Greble, a member of 


this church, is having a very interesting 
exhibit of early American furniture, 
china, Indian baskets and other unique 
displays at the Museum in Exposition 
Park for a few weeks. You are cordially 
invited to see this valuable collection. 


MRS. BARNETT ILL 
Mrs. E. S. Barnett is recovering from 
a serious operation at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. F. R. Cyr, 2611 West 
Avenue 31. 


UNITARIAN EXHIBIT 

An exhibit of Unitarian history will 
be on display in the Fellowship room 
during the month of June. The young 
people have arranged this exhibit to ac- 
company the talks they are having dur- 
ing the month on Unitarianism. Mem- 
bers of the congregation are cordially 
invited to visit the exhibit. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude— 
GerANnGante) ete eee Batiste 
b. Cathedral Shadows ............ Mason 
Mrs. Chick 
Hymn, “Forward Through 
Number 64. 


Reading. 


the Ages” 


Words of Aspiration. 

Response. 

Organ Interlude. 

Responsive Reading, “Evolution” Page 42. 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Nocturnette”............ 
Edward d’Evry 
Solo, BS Service ses a. ee ee 
ies eel Charles Wakefield Cadman 
(Lyric by Edward Lynn) 


Mr. Brandt 


Address— 
“Religion Without Revelation” 


E. Burpette Backus 
Hymn, “Evolution” Number 7. 


Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Mrs. Apa Marsu Cuick, Organist 
W. M. A. Branpt, Soloist 


“THE ENCHANTED COTTAGE” 

Programs for the play to be given by 
the Dramart Workshop will be available 
on Sunday morning. Don’t fail to get 
several copies to distribute among your 
friends. 
promises to be most entertaining, and a 
splendid program of music is also being 
arranged. Plan to visit the “Workshop” 
on one of the evenings next week, the 
19th, 20th or 21st, and give this group 
of enthusiastic workers the inspiration 
of your presence. There is no admission 
charge, but an offering will be taken to 
defray the necessary expense. 


This charming three-act play 


The Sunday Night Club has discon- 
tinued until after the summer vacation. 


COMPARATIVE RELIGION 


The second address on “Religion 
Without Revelation” to be given next 
Sunday, will deal with those chapters 
which present the material on Compara- 
tive Religion and _ psychology and 
religion. Here we have the direct ap- 
plication of science to the field of re- 
ligious experience. It is the discoveries 
made in this process, more than any- 
thing else, that are responsible for the 
new religious point of view that is to- 
day developing. It is a fascinating story 
which you will rejoice to hear and which 
will make a permanent contribution to 
your own religious life. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


The birthday luncheon will be on 
June 20th. All members of the Alliance 
having birthdays this month kindly no. 
tify Mrs. Abbie Brewer or Dr. Rooney 
so that reservations will be made for 
them at the birthday table. Mr. Ben- 
shimol is to be the luncheon speaker. A 
program and social hour will follow. 
Since this will be the last meeting of the 
season it is hoped that as many as pos- 
sible will be present. Please make your 
reservation at the church office for the 
luncheon. 

The International Committee will 
meet promptly at 11 o’clock when Miss 
Belle Smith will tell of her visit in 
London during Unitarian Anniversary 
Week. 


CHURCH DINNER 


Tickets are on sale, 50 cents each, for 
the dinner to follow the church service 
Sunday, June 30th. Mrs. Mentzer is to 
be in charge of the kitchen and we are 
assured a fine meal. There will be the 
unveiling of the picture of William El- 
lery Channing, founder of American 
Unitarianism, and our social hall will 
be officially named for him. Secure your 
tickets at once. The capacity of the 
dining room is limited to 225. 


T ite 
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RELIGION WITHOUT REVELATION 


“The next great task of science will be 
to create a religion for humanity.” This 
sentence from an essay by Lord Morley, 
served to crystalize in the mind of Julian 
Huxley, the resolve to make his own con- 
tribution to the new religion. This he 
has done in the book which he calls: Re- 
ligion Without Revelation. The title it- 
self suggests at once the contrast between 
his position, and almost all that passes 
for religion in the modern world. 

Dr. Huxley, at present professor of 
Zoology at Kings’ College, London, is 
exceedingly well equipped for the task 
of combining the wisdom which lies at 
the heart of religion, with the world view 
that science presents today. He cares 
nothing for the revealed religion of or- 
thodoxy and frankly accepts the fact that 
the new religion can have no light other 
than that produced by the discoveries of 
men in the realm of science. He defi- 
nitely points out that those who minimize 
or deny the conflict between science and 
religion, are rendering a dis-service to 
both sides of the question. He maintains 
that, since science has carried its inves- 
tigations over into psychology, anthropol- 
ogy and religion itself, the long battle is 
reaching a climax that is infinitely more 
disturbing to the traditional religionist 
than anything associated with the name 
of Darwin. 

Two things, Dr. Huxley insists, are of 
utmost importance: Religion must adopt 
the methods of science, and science must 
admit the psychological basis of religion 


as an ultimate fact. He then proceeds to 


emphasize the idea that we must watch 
our attitude toward belief. Here he 
quotes Bernard Shaw: “The fact that a 
believer is happier than a skeptic is no 
more to the point than that a drunken 
man is happier than a sober one. The 
happiness of credulity is a cheap and dan- 
gerous quality.” Nor must we let our- 
selves believe a thing for reasons other 
than scientifically sound ones. We must 
adopt in the intellectual field the coun- 
terpart of St. Paul’s maxim for the moral 
realm—test all things, hold fast to that 
which is good. 

Professor Huxley goes on to ask: What 
shall we believe? Here he finds it neces- 
sary to dispose of two beliefs which, for 
most men and women still constitute the 
core of religion. It is interesting to note 
that he scarcely mentions some of the bet- 
ter known orthodox doctrines, assuming 
that these have been discarded long since 
by all intelligent people, but his state- 
ment in regard to God is very definite. 
“I dis-believe,” he says, “in a personal 
God in any sense in which that phrase is 
ordinarly used, or, indeed, in any super- 
natural spiritual existence or force.” He 
takes his stand firmly on a naturalistic 
philosophy, maintaining, with Voltaire, 
that the idea of personality in God has 
been put there by man himself. He goes 
on to say that the next great step in re- 
ligion must be the liberating of the idea 
of God from the shackles of personality, 
and makes the practical statement that 
man will undoubtedly exert himself to 
a much greater extent than he has in 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—9:50 A. M. 

Mr. Benshimol has arranged for a 
splendid motion picture comedy for Sun- 
day morning. At eleven o’clock the Fel- 
lowship will act as hosts to the members 
of the Church School and will serve re- 
freshments in the school rooms. The 
children are all invited to participate in 
this party. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard has prepared an especially 
fine lecture for the last of this series. It 
is entitled “The Code of Hamarabai.” 
You are invited to avail yourself of the 
oportunity to hear it. There will be no 
more meetings of the Adult Class until 
September. 

The Study Class—9:50 A. M. 

Mr. A. E. Briggs will speak on the 
exceptionally interesting subject, “The 
Effect of Einstein on Philosophy.” Mr. 
Briggs is well known to the class; his 
treatment of philosophical questions is 
always brilliant and enlightening. 

The Fellowship—10:60 A. M. 

Members of The Fellowship will tell 
the stories of famous Unitarians in Amer- 
ica: Channing, Parker, Emerson, Starr 
King and Chas. W. Eliot. On June 30th, 
Mr. Benshimol will speak on the subject, 
“Unitarianism, A Challenge to Youth.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the past, in the matter of cleaning up the 
ills and injustices of his world, when he 
ceases to rely upon God. 
In regard to the second article of be- 
lief, whether or not men are immortal, 
Professor Huxley pronounces himself an 


agnostic. There are extreme difficulties, 


he says, in believing that a soul can exist 
apart from a body, but they do not 


amount to disproof. However, he finds 


most of the so-called evidence entirely 
unconvincing, and is content to let the 


issue rest. In company with many mod- 


ern thinkers, he feels that the hope of 


another world is not necessary to a 


worthwhile life, or to one lived on the 
highest possible plane, 

To those who would say that by elim- 
inating God and immortality, he has des- 
troyed religion, Professor Huxley points 


out that this identification of religion 
with certain beliefs, springs from a fail- 
ure to penetrate to the true nature of re- 
ligion. The heart of religion, he says, is 
to be found in man’s sense of sacredness. 
This has many times centered itself on 
unworthy objects and causes, being in it- 
self, neither good nor bad. But, and 
here is the most important point of all, 
tie emotional impulse, the feeling of awe 
and reverence in the presence of the 
whole of life, persists when all of the 
traditional trappings of religion have 
been dropped by the wayside in man’s 
progress. 


It becomes evident that, today, man’s 
sense of the sacred is coming to center 
itseli more and more around the pursuit 
of truth, the value of human life, and the 
causes of freedom, justice and brother- 
hood. Professor Huxley proposes, as the 
supreme object of our sense of sacred- 
ness, the endeavor to achieve human con- 
trol by human eifori, in accordance with 
human ideals of the adventure of life on 
this planet. 


—M. C. B. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

It has been suggested that the Los An- 
geles Unitarian might well be expanded. 
We want the opinion of every reader in 
regard to our proposed plan. Will you 
kindly express your ideas concerning the 
following points. 

1. Would you like to have the Unitarian 
continued as a weekly or would you 
prefer a monthly publication, carrying 
one complete sermon and various de- 
partments, supplemented by a single 
program and announcement sheet for 
Sunday mornings? 

2. If enlarged to a monthly which of the 
following departments could be in- 
cluded to the best advantage: 
Inspirational articles; 
Inspirational poems; 

Personal news items; 

Selected humor; 

Drama, art and music; 

Contributed articles by members 
of the congregation. 

We realize that we are not able to 
cover the entire field of possibilities. 
If you have suggestions not touched up- 
on, please mention them also. Send your 
communications to the church office as 
early as possible. 


Tea) eeu doe tp 


REV. MILAN DEMPSTER 

Rey. Milan Dempster who will be one 
of the speakers at the Unitarian Young 
People’s Camp this summer is minister 
of the Unitarian Church at Stockton. He 
graduated with honors in philosophy 
from the University of California at Ber- 
keley in 1923. He then studied at Har- 
vard Theological School for three years, 
serving at the same time as assistant in 
the historic Boston church, King’s Chap- 
el. Mr. Dempster has met and fellow- 
shipped with many different sorts of peo- 
ple. He has worked on ranches, in 
stores, on freighters, has traveled third 
elass across the Atlantic, and in France, 
Switzerland and Italy, and has gone to 
many student conferences. He will be a 
very interesting and helpful guide and 
companion for the young people fortu- 
nate enough to share a week of camp life 
with him. 


Information about the camp which will 
be held at Big Pines from August 18-25, 
may be secured from Mrs. Backus or at 
the church office. 


LAST ISSUE UNTIL SEPTEMBER 

This is the last issue of the Los An- 
geles Unitarian until church opens in 
the fall. Then you will receive it again 
with the announcements of our resumed 
activities. Have you answered the ques- 
tionnaire about it that appears elsewhere 
in this issue? We want your opinion. 


DEATH OF F. L. HOSMER 
The last issue of the Christian Regis- 
ter carries the announcement of the death 
of Frederick L. Hosmer on June 7th in 
his 89th year. Mr. Hosmer is a well 
known minister of the Unitarian Church, 
and is famous for the many beautiful 
hymns he has written. Three of his 
hymns are in our service book. “The 
Indwelling God,” number 14; “The High 
Court of Nations,” number 58; and “For- 

ward Through the Ages,” number 64. 


UNITARIAN PICNIC AT 
LONG BEACH 

The annual picnic for the Unitarian 
Churches of Southern California will be 
held in Bixby Park, Long Beach, on Sat- 
urday, June 29th, under the auspices of 
the Associate Alliance. The executive 
board of the Associate Alliance will meet 
at eleven o’clock. Picnic lunch will be 
served shortly after noon, and the pro- 
gram will begin at two o’clock. Definite 
details of the program will be announced 
on Sunday. Everyone is cordially invited 
to attend. If those going in automobiles 
have room for extra passengers please 
notify the church office. 


This church derives its income almost 
entirely from the pledges of its members 
and attendance. Newcomers who may 
wish to make a regular subscription will 
find pledge cards on the table in the ves- 
tibule or they may be obtained from the 
ushers. Signed cards may be given to 
the ushers or mailed to the church office. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 
Organ Prelude— 


a. Choral Prelude .................. Deshayes 
b. Sunset Meditation .................... Biggs 
Mrs. Chick. 
Hymne laferofsA ges open No. 4 
Reading. 


Words of Aspiration. 
Response. 
Organ Interlude. 


Responsive Reading— 
“Universal Commandments”......Page 50 


Announcements. 
Organ Offertory—“Elegie” ........ Massenet 
Solo, “Salutation of the Dawn”............ 

iter Rt tS oat aed Frederick Stevenson 

Mr. Brandt 
Address—“Comparative Religion”. 
E. Burpetre Backus 

Hymn, o hoe W Ord geese eee, Number 8 


Benediction. 
Postlude. 


Mrs. ApA Marsu Cuick, Organist 
W. M. A. Branopt, Soloist 


PERSONALS 

Mr. and Mrs. A. V. Andrews and daugh- 
ter Gertrude left on Sunday night for a 
two months’ trip in Europe. 

Miss Ruth Woodbury, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. W. Woodbury and grand- 
daughter of Mrs. Ella Woodbury, was 
married on Friday afternoon, June 14th, 
to Mr. Roland George Bookless. The 
ceremony was performed in the auditor- 
ium of the church in the presence of a 
group of intimate friends of the family. 
The young couple will make their home 
in Los Angeles. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The two large baskets of gladioli on 
the platform Sunday morning were prize 
winning flowers from Mrs. Gillis’ gar- 
dens. Other flowers on Sunday were con- 
tributed by Mrs. B. A. Lawrence, Mrs. 
Snow and Mr. Henry Sparks-Holt. 


DINNER 

Have you secured your ticket for the 
dinner following the church service Sun- 
day, June 30th? This is our last time 
together before the summer vacation. 
Mrs. Mentzer has prepared an attractive 
menu, including strawberry shortcake— 
all for 50c. The brief program for the 
unveiling of the picture of William El- 
lery Channing and the naming of Chan- 
ning Hall has been arranged. This is 
our “Communion Service,” a time of hu- 
man fellowship. Secure your tickets at 
once. They will be on sale at church on 
Sunday, June 23rd, and after that at the 
office until Thursday afternoon, the 27th. 
No further reservations will be accepted 
after the 27th. We want a capacity at- 
tendance. 


ALLIANCE NEWS 

The sewing group has finished what 
sewing was on hand so there will be no 
meeting on the 27th. 

The summer picnics of the Alliance 
will be held on the third Thursdays of 
July, August and September, in the patio 
of the church. The July picnic will cele- 
brate the birthdays coming in those three 
months. In the afternoon of that day, 
July 18th, bridge will be enjoyed by 
those who care to play. 


LAST SUNDAY’S SERMON 

In response to numerous requests last 
Sunday’s sermon on “Religion Without 
Revelation” has been printed and will be 
on sale at church Sunday, June 23rd. The 
price is ten cents a copy or three for 
twenty-five cents. Get them to give to 
your friends. 


SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
Mrs. West will be away during the 
months of July and August, but the 
church office will be kept open each 
morning from nine until twelve, and Mr. 
Benson may be reached by telephone at 
other hours. 
Mr. and Mrs. Backus will spend the 
summer at Laguna Beach, and can al- 
ways be reached through the office. 
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SHIPS AND MEN 

A great ocean liner is a splendid sym- 
bol of the capacity of men, by virtue of 
their intelligence and skill, to master the 
forces of nature and direct them to hu- 
man ends. The vessel embodies a wealth 
of special knowledge that has been ac- 
cumulated by many individuals over a 
long period of time. In operation it is 
under the constant vigilance of men who 
have been especially trained to bring it 
to its destination. We have a marvelous 
convergence of human forces for the ac- 
complishment of a specific purpose. 

It would be a gain if more of the same 
quality of directed energy were displayed 
in the conduct of human life both in its 
individual and its social aspect. Too 
many of us are like the ship-wrecked 
mariner clinging to a crude raft that is 
driven hither and yon by tide and wind. 
We don’t know where we are going; we 
have no clearly conceived purpose for 
our lives to which we bend our every 
energy. We are the helpless victims of 
the blind forces that beat in on us from 
the outside and surge up from within. 

The result is that individually we are 
filled with the sense of defeat, or feel 
that such triumphs as we have won are 
hollow because they do not advance a sat- 
isfying purpose for our whole life; their 
significance ends in themselves. Socially 
we pay a terrible price in poverty, dis- 
ease, war, injustice, because it is only the 
rare individual who seeks to form a 
definite conception of the goal of men’s 
life together, and to direct the energies 
of society to that end. 


Saturday, September 14, 1929 


Number 1 


After all the port of destination for 
humanity is not difficult to name. It is 
“The Good Life.’ The only satisfying 
purpose for any man is the achievement 
of that quality of inner life which in it- 
self is the supreme good. The only ade- 
quate goal for humanity at large is to 
order its vast energies in such fashion 
that the “Good Life” becomes possible 
of attainment by all its members. 

By the “Good Life” is not meant one 
which conforms to some narrow code of 
prohibitions. That may be a bad life in- 
stead of a good one. What is meant is a 
life that is guided by intelligence and 
animated by love; a life that has at- 
tained the state of freedom because by a 
process of self-discipline it has reached 
the point where its desires coincide with 
the right. 

None need fear that thus to set a 
single goal for all humanity will result 
in an undesirable uniformity of character. 
“The Good Life” will inevitably take on 
as many different forms as there are in- 
dividuals who attain it. Marcus Aurel- 
ius said: “Even in a palace life may be 
well lived.” The pattern of the good life 
will differ profoundly in the palace and 
the cottage for the beauty of perfection 
can assume a myriad forms. Yet, how- 
ever diverse the forms, there will always 
be an essential kinship between them 
that makes them parts of a single whole. 

It is easy enough to say glibly that 
“The Good Life” is the port of our desti- 
nation. It is another matter to summon 
our powers and make progress on our 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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“A HERETIC’S APPRECIATION OF ORTHODOXY” 


Address by E. BurpetTE Backus 


10:50 A. M. 
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E. Burdette Backus, Minister. 


Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The organization of the Church School 
for the coming months will occupy the 
greater part of the hour. Mr. Alfred L. 
Benshimol, Belmont 
High School, will have charge of the 
school again this year, and has many 
interesting things planned. Classes for 
children of all ages are provided and a 
kindergarten is conducted during the 
church hour so that parents wishing to 
attend the service may leave the children 
there. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard is starting a series of lec- 
tures on New Testament history. His 
subject for this week is “The Times of 
Jesus.” 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

The Study Class will meet, with Mr. 
John Steven presiding. There will be a 
speaker on _ International Relations. 
Plans for the year’s program will be dis- 
cussed, 

The Fellowship—10:00 A. M. 

The first regular meeting of The Fel- 
lowship will be held on Sunday morning 
at ten o'clock. The topic for discussion 
will be “The Greatest Obstacle to World 
Peace.” Four members of the Fellow- 
ship will give their ideas as to what that 
obstacle is. 


principal of the 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Part of that course is but poorly 
charted; most of us have only a fragmen- 
tery knowledge of what is known about 
it. Worse still we are so overwhelmed by 
the trivialities of every day, by the de- 
mands of the practical world, so betrayed 
by our own untamed impulses, that again 
and again we are driven from the course 
even when we know where it lies. 


Yet despite all our difficulties, in the 
midst of our defeats, it remains everlast- 
ingly true that it is only as we return to 
the struggle that we can find any endur- 
ing satisfaction in life. Deep seated in 
the heart of man is the urge to attain 
moral perfection. At our best we demand 
that everything in our lives,—our work, 
our play, our loves,—shall contribute to 
These other things 
may be of value in themselves but after 
all that which counts above all else is 
what we become, what we are. To serve 
this urge is life; to deny it is death. Hard 
though this service is, meager as our at- 
tainments in it may be, it is there alone 
that we discover the conviction that we 
are fulfilling the purpose of our being. 


course, 


this supreme end. 


IN MEMORIAM 


C. J. O. Irwin, Wm. H. Baurhyte, O. E. 
Dutton. 


ATTENDANCE 


The attendance at the morning service 
last Sunday was most gratifying. There 
were 533 persons present. Such a repre- 
sensation is inspirational, both to the 
minister and members of the congrega- 
tion, and it is hoped that the same keen 
interest manifested in that service will 
continue throughout the year. $ 

Twenty subscriptions were made to the 
Los Angeles Unitarian, six of which were 
new. We believe that the Unitarian 
should go to the homes of every one in- 
terested in this church, and urge the re- 
newal or new subscription to the publi- 
cation. The price is only 50c per year. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF GOOD WILL 

Men often think of heroism and love 
of fellowman as a frail plant that would 
fade and die from human nature but for 
special support and delicate nurture. I 
do not believe that is the case. Altruism 
and brotherly love are not hothouse 
plants, unable to stand the wind and 
frost of everyday life. They are hardy 
growths, native to the soil of human 
nature. I believe they have had no 
special nurture of Providence, but have 
fought their own fight and have found 
enduring place in human character and 
in society in the ruthless process of 
natural selection. Brotherly love and 
altruism survive and grow in human so- 
ciety because they add to the prospects 
of survival of any family or nation in 
which they exist. 


Consider larger units made up _ of 
small nations each with a few millions 
of men. In one group suppose these 
units or nations are ruthless and pitiless 
toward one another, while in the other 
group the small nations stand together in 
good will, forbearance, and mutual ser- 
vice. Which group of these small na- 
tions will excel in competition? To ask 
the question is to answer it. Apply the 
same principle to the major races of men. 
If any major race can develop internal 
harmony, mutual regard to a marked de- 
gree, then that race will surely dominate. 


Where can we stop in the application 
of this principle? Only when we have 
included the whole human race within 
our field of mutual service and co-opera- 
tion. As the nations unite in larger and 
larger units, those who cannot unite will 
be subordinated. We might conceive, at 
last, the human race divided into two 
large camps, within each of which there 
would be unselfishness, tolerance, broth- 
erly love, and heroic service, and yet be- 
tween the great camps there might be 
ruthless and bitter rivalry. Such a con- 
dition is impossible, for all intelligent 
men would see that their love for their 
neighbors could be fulfilled only by elim- 


inating the terrors of world-wide war 


and by a union of forces in the brother- 
hood of all mankind. 

I have sketched a typical development 
of human society only to illustrate a 
point. Heroism, tenderness, and altruism 
found birth in a ruthless and cruel world 
because those qualities of unselfishness 
gave added power to the families that 
possessed them. Within the family some 
degree of altruism is inevitable. Were it 
eliminated a thousand times, it would 
be born again. The size of the group 
within which altruism pays has con- 
There is no limit 
to that growth until the group includes 
all mankind. We may hinder this pro- 
cess and add greatly to human tragedy, 
but its ultimate fulfillment is inevitable. 

—Arthur E. Morgan, 
President of Antioch College. 


OFFICE HOURS 

Mr. Backus will keep office hours at 
the church from 4 to 6 P. M. on Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday of each 
week and may be seen at other times by 
appointment. 

PERSONALS 

Mr. and Mrs. Backus, Virginia and 
Mary have moved back to the city from 
Laguna Beach where they spent most of 
the summer. Their new home is at 1025 
South Manhattan Place. 

Miss Florence Rowan leaves soon for 
a three months’ tour of the Pacific. She 
will visit Hawaii, the Orient, the Philip- 
pines and the islands of the South Sea. 

Berkeley B. Blake, Field Secretary for 
the Pacific Coast, was called to San Diego 
from the young people’s camp at Big 
Pines in August by the critical condition 
of his mother who was injured in an au- 
tomobile accident. Mrs. Blake accom- 
panied him and both have been with the 
mother, who is now believed to be out 
of danger. 


stantly grown larger. 


“I believe in Spinoza’s God, who re- 
veals himself in the orderly harmony of 
what exists, not in a God who concerns 
himself with fates and actions of human 
beings.”—Einstein. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

10:50 A. M. 

Organ Prelude— 
a. Festival Fantasia 


b. Sunset Meditation 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick 


Hymn, “The Spacious Firmament 
OM, High ter eee ee Number 1 


Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 


Reponsive Reading, “Old Testa- 
ment Prophets”..................- ......Page 42 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “A Vesper 
BPrayetig tat tere tect ee Diggle 


Solo, “How Beautiful Upon 
the Mountains” .......................... Harker 
Helen McWilliams 


Address, “A Heretic’s Appreciation 
of Orthodoxy” 
E. Burpette Backus 


Hymn, “Forward Through the 
Agesties 0 Se eee Number 64 


Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, Organist 
Miss Helen McWilliams, Guest Soloist 


POETRY 


What place has poetry in your life? 
What are your favorites, old and new? 
On Sunday, September 22nd, Mr. Backus 
will take this theme as the subject of his 
sermon. 


ALLIANCE PICNIC 


The September picnic for the Alliance 
will be held in the patio on Thursday, 
the 19th. 

Regular meetings of the Alliance will 
be resumed in October. 


CHURCH MUSIC 

During the month of September, Miss 
Helen McWilliams, who has sung many 
times at the Flower Street building, is to 
be the soloist. 

Plans are under way for the engage- 
ment of a double mixed quartet of young 
college people, and we hope to be able 
to make definite announcement of the 
personnel next week. 


SUMMER VISITORS 

During the summer several ministers 
from other Unitarian churches visited 
our building and called on Mr. Backus: 
Miss Dorothy Dyar, University Church, 
Seattle; Clifton W. Gray, Topeka; James 
C. Coleman, Jacksonville, Florida; E. S. 
Ferguson, New Orleans; Chas. H. Lyttle, 
Th. D., Meadville Theological School. 

Mr. A. Wade, who installed and oper- 
ates the telescope, reports that his Sun- 
day evening visitors included represen- 
tatives from many states, and among the 
callers was a group from St. Louis. These 
young people attend Dr. Dodson’s church 
and his classes at Washington University. 
Their remarks indicate that Dr. Dodson 
is equally as popular at home as abroad. 


PRIZES 

The Los Angeles Unitarian offers three 
prizes, a first of $5.00, a second of $3.00, 
and a third of $2.00 for the best sets of 
reasons for joining the First Unitarian 
Church of Los Angeles. Both compre- 
hensiveness and manner of statement will 
be considered in making the awards. The 
editors wish to learn ALL the reasons 
for membership that are in the minds of 
our people, and they seek also terse, 
The 
competition is open to anyone whether a 
member or not. Even if the prizes do 
not appeal to you, send in your reasons 
for the good of the cause. All entries 
must be received at the church office not 
later than 12, noon, October 6th. The 
judges will be announced later. The win- 
ning statements will be published in the 
Los Angeles Unitarian. 


striking statements of the same. 


The 
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A HERETIC’S APPRECIATION OF 
ORTHODOXY 

James Harvey Robinson, in “The Mind 
in the Making,” warns his readers to be- 
ware of old ideas as they are probably 
wrong. This is doubtless a needed chal- 
lenge to the reexamination of traditional 
beliefs. None-the-less it is almost axio- 
matic that a system of thought which has 
served the needs of many people through 
long centuries has something of truth 
in it. The truth will probably be found 
in the human need which the system has 
met rather than in the thought forms in 
which it has been expressed. When we 
look at the fashion plates of a few years 
ago the mutton-leg sleeves and full length 
skirts seem ridiculous to us. Yet we 
know that these garments not only served 
the primary purpose of clothes but also 
that the wearers felt all the pride and 
satisfaction of being dressed in the 
heighth of fashion. Likewise orthodox 
theology, though it strikes us as being 
equally out of date, met the primary re- 
ligious needs of multitudes and gave them 
a sense of comfort and security. It con- 
tinued to do so for those who can ac- 
cept its teaching without question. We 
will take note of some of the human 
services which orthodoxy has rendered. 

In the 13th century there lived a great 
thinker by the name of Thomas Aquinas. 
He undertook to work into a single com- 
prehensive system of thought all human 
knowledge. The science and philosophy 
of the ancient Greek world together with 
Christian revelation provided his mater- 
ial. In such masterly fashion was his 
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work done that it became authoritative 
for the Roman Catholic church and con- 
tinues so today. It may even be said 
that he was more successful in working 
the known facts into an organic whole 
than any thinker who has followed him. 
This is due, however, not so much to 
his superiority as it is to the fact that 
the material with which he dealt is only 
a small fragment of that which confronts 
the modern thinker. 

Thomas Aquinas and the Church which 
fostered his philosophy rendered a great 
intellectual service to man. As a mod- 
ern historian, himself anything but or- 
thodox, has said, “The philosophy of 
Thomas Aquinas offers a world in which 
most intellects can rest with satisfaction. 
Only the sceptical, doubting, inquiring 
spirit of experimental science finds no 
welcome.” It is no wonder that today, 
when one philosophy succeeds another 
with appalling rapidity, many turn to the 
security and the richness of Catholicism 
as a refuge. In similar fashion, though 
perhaps without the same completeness 
and beauty, the orthodoxy of Protestan- 
tism continues to provide an intellectual 
home for myriads. 

Likewise orthodoxy has exerted a tre- 
mendous moral influence in the world. 
The crux of its theology is its doctrine 
of sin and salvation. Man is conscious 
of his evil, he longs for purity and right- 
eousness; his being is torn by the civil 
war which rages within it. Christianity 
has dramatized the moral struggle in a 
way that has appealed powerfully to the 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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“POETRY” 


Address by E. BurpetTeE Backus 
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E. Burvetre Backus, Minister 
Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 
Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 


Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The organization of the Church School 
for the year occupied the hour last Sun- 
day. Classes were formed for children 
of all ages with competent teachers in 
charge and we cordially invite all the 
children of the parish to attend these 
classes and enjoy the program which has 
been prepared. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on “The Great 
Apocalypse.” 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Mr. Levine will speak to the Study 
Class on unemployment, locally and 
abroad. Mr. Levin has a great deal of 
material and statistics for this subject. 
He has spoken to the class before and 
all will remember with what ease he 
handles his subjects. 

The Fellowship—10:00 A. M. 

Mr. Benshimol will speak to the Fel- 

lowship on “Is Peace Possible?” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
imagination and has consequently helped 
man mightily to win the battle in his 
own soul. We must not allow the fact 
that we use a different jargon to obscure 


from us the truth that Christianity has 
here been dealing with the same human 
situation that confronts us. We talk 
about inherited instincts instead of the 
old Adam; we speak of social control 
and sublimation instead of the new 
Christ. But it is the same old story in 
different guise and the measure of our 
success is not so much greater than that 
of the past that we can afford to scoff at 
its attempt to deal with this perpetual 
problem. 

It has not been only in helping to 
build individual lives of moral strength 
and beauty that orthodoxy has rendered 
an important human service. Always 
there have been leaders in the Christian 
church who have made a brave effort to 
apply the idealism of Jesus to social 
problems. They have been men keenly 
sensitive to the wrongs and injustices 
with which men have inflicted their own 
kind and they have toiled valiantly for 
those causes which have promised more 
of justice and humanity for the victims 
of our social diseases. Surely we are 
ready to offer our homage to this spirit 
wherever it manifests itself. 

To be sure great evils have accom- 
panied the good of orthodoxy; its dog- 
matism and its spirit of exclusiveness 
have imposed formidable barriers to the 
progress of the world. But it is futile 
to speculate on how much better things 
would be had some other types of re- 
ligion ruled the western world these last 
2000 years. There is no changing the 
past; we may as well be grateful for the 
good that it contained at the same time 
that we are on our guard against the per- 
petuation of its evils. 

The whole situation may be summed 
up in a single figure. Christian ortho- 
doxy has been like a splendid cathedral 
that humanity has been toiling to build 
through the centuries. Its structure has 
been worked out by minds of the first 
order; generations of scholars and ar- 
tists have enriched and beautified it with 
their creations; a host of humble men 
and women have built their very lives 

Continued on Page 3, Column 1- 
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UNITARIAN EXTENSION 
PROGRAM 


The Board of Trustees and the Minis- 
ter have worked out a plan for consoli- 
dating our forces and enlarging the scope 
of our activities. We believe that we are 
rendering a unique service to the com- 
munity and that our work should be 
pushed with greater vigor so that we may 
extend the influence and the benefits of 
our ideas far beyond our present range. 

The only way in which those in charge 
of our affairs can succeed in this project 
is by the loyalty and cooperation of the 
present members of the congregation. 
“Nothing great is accomplished without 
enthusiasm.” We believe that our cause 
is worthy of your enthusiasm and that 
when we ask a specific service in its be- 
half you will respond with alacrity. 

The first request which we make is that 
you will assist us in building up a list 
of names of those who should be inter- 
ested in our institution but at present 
have no connection with it. We are con- 
fident that there are hundreds of such 
persons in the community. Special cards 
have been provided for securing these 
names. You will receive one on entering 
the church Sunday and more may be ob- 
tained from the secretary. Think over 
the list of your friends and acquaintan- 
ces and give us the names of those whom 
you think would enjoy our church. We 
want SELECTED names; not just any, 
but those of individuals who will feel at 
home with us. You may be sure 
that those whom you suggest will be 
treated with every courtesy; we shall 
avoid undue pressure and all annoyance, 
but we do intend to make a determined 
effort to extend the benefits and oppor- 
tunities of the First Unitarian Church 
of Los Angeles to a wider circle of 
friends. 

Turn in your card to the secretary on 
Sunday or mail it to the church during 
the week. 


Continued from Page 2 
into it. For millions of the past who 
have accepted it without question and 


for their intellectual heirs today, it has 
been a true spiritual home, rich in com- 
fort and inspiration. In its dim aisles, 
under its lofty dome multitudes of lives 
have been fostered that have been a 
blessing to the world in humble and in 
exalted station. All honor be to it for 
the service it has rendered. 


But now, in the fullness of time, it 
has fallen into decay. The march of 
knowledge has compelled us to see that 
its vast plan is mythology instead of 
reality. The foundations are  under- 
mined, the mortar that binds its stones 
is crumbling. The air within is musty, 
stagnant, foul. While there still remains 
much of compelling beauty in the old 
structure, while it still retains its hold 
on the affection of thousands, the intelli- 
gence of our day has condemned it as 
unsafe, in imminent danger of collapse. 


A new temple must be built for the 
spirit of man. Those who shut their eyes 
to this fact and still call people into the 
crumbling walls of the old, however sin- 
cere they may be, are rendering a dis- 
service to humanity and are setting the 
seal on their own doom. They will be 
buried in the ruins. We may accord our 
admiration to the loyalty they exhibit, 
yet were it not wiser for them to trans- 
fer the treasures of the spiritual life to 
the temple that is building. What is 
crumbling is not religion, but an out- 
worn theology and the stream of religion 
has already transferred its life-giving 
waters to the new shrine. Fain would I 
summon my brothers of orthodox per- 
suasion to lend their magnificent pow- 
ers to the building and enriching of the 
new temple for there they can serve hu- 
manity’s need far better than in the old. 
Whether or not they respond to the in- 
vitation the building of that new temple 
will move on apace. It is so written in 
the destiny of the race. 


“The old order changeth, yielding place 
to new, 

And God fulfills himself in many ways 

Lest one good custom should corrupt 
the world.” 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude— 


a. Prelude on “Nicaea”.............. Calver 


Bae Wall OD gee ee Blumenthal 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick 


Hymn, “Let There Be Light”....Number 26 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 


Organ Interlude. 


Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Adagietto”............ 
Che GG ak ee Be ete Bizet-Fricker 


Solo, “Love Never Faileth”................ Root 
Helen McWilliams 


Address, “Poetry”...E. Burpettre Backus 
yin aU restate eee Number 3 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 

Mrs. ApA Marsu Cuick, Organist 


Miss Heten McWitiams, Guest Soloist 


IN PRAISE OF THE DOCTOR 
On Sunday, September 29th, Mr. Back- 
us will speak on the above subject that 
he may in part discharge the deep debt 
of gratitude he owes the medical profes- 
sion. 


CHURCH DINNER 

The first church dinner of the season 
is to be served on Thursday evening, 
September 26th, at 6:30 in Channing 
Hall. Mrs. H. T. Mentzer is to be in 
charge of affairs which insures a perfect 
meal, 

Tickets are 50c and will be on sale 
at the church affice all during the week, 
and after the service on Sunday morning. 


Reservations must be in by Tuesday, 
September 24th. 

All members of the congregation are 
urged to attend this first social function 
in order that acquaintances may be re- 
newed and new ones made, and also to 
hear some of the plans which Mr. Backus 
has made and will present at that time. 


FELLOWSHIP PARTY 
On Friday evening, September 27th, 


the Fellowship will be entertained at the 
home of Alfred and Roland Escherich, 
3333 N. Marengo Avenue, Altadena. All 
young people of senior high school and 
college age are cordially invited. Re- 
garding transportation call Mrs. Backus, 
ROchester 0299. 


IN MEMORIAM 

Miss Jennie Gould, 811 Golden Ave- 
nue. September 16, 1929. 

WHY BE A UNITARIAN? 

It was announced in last week’s Uni- 
tarian that prizes would be offered for 
the best sets of reasons for membership 
in the Unitarian church. Do not neglect 
to send in your reasons by October 6th. 
Not only do we want you to compete for 
the prizes, but we want to know what 
our readers are thinking along these 
lines. Your answers will be of great 
advantage to Mr. Backus in the plans he 
is making for Unitarian extension work 
in Los Angeles. 


MASTERY 
I would not have a god come in 
To shield me suddenly from sin, 
And set my house of life to rights; 
Nor angels with bright burning wings 
Ordering my earthly thoughts and things; 
Rather my own frail guttering lights 
Wind-blown and nearly beaten out, 
Rather the terror of the nights 
And long sick groping after doubt, 
Rather be lost than let my soul 
Slip vaguely from my own control— 
If my own spirit let me be 
In sole, though feeble, mastery. 

—Sara Teasdale. 
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THE COLLAPSE OF PROTESTANISM 

We are confronting the greatest crisis 
in the history of the Christian Church, 
so great in its magnitude that we can 
scarcely comprehend its meaning for the 
future of the religious world. 

A critical and destructive 
began in the sixteenth century which 
has inevitably brought its institutions, 
known as Protestantism, to collapse, 
with utter confusion. The whole struc- 
ture of her philosophy has fallen, having 
been undermined by her method of 
picking and choosing from the deposit 
of the Chritsian faith such teachings and 
dogmas as suited her desires, until today 
we have a modernism in Protestant Chris- 
tianity which is almost a complete denial 
of the Reformation faith with which she 
began. And the last feeble defenders of 
this emasculated pseudo-Christianity 
have their backs against the wall and are 
making a pathetic and sad attempt to de- 
fend their lost cause against a powerful 
and purely secular scientific educational 
movement. This movement considers 
the faith of the Modernists as obscuran- 
tist and reactionary, as the Modernists 
have held the faith of the Fundamental- 
ists to be. 

What an irony of the fates, that the 
Modernists are today making their last 
feeble defense of a faith which they had 
thought would win the scientifically 
trained and thinking minds, but which 
has lost the very people whom they 
sought to win by their compromise with 
the traditional Christian faith! This 
mediating compromise has been rejected 


movement 
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by the modern thinking world. Men who 
hold the scientific attitude of mind will 
not accept any compromise, because they 
live in the world of facts. The whole 
Protestant institution is routed and 
brought to confusion by the mighty of- 
fensive of realistic, scientific, philosophi- 
cal, cultural, and social Humanism. 

When Henry Sloane Coffin, the retract- 
ing Modernist president of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, made his plea to all 
Modernists and Fundamentalists that 
they “forget their differences and make 
a common cause against the Humanists, 
the religious scourge of Christendom,” 
he failed to take into consideration that 
they would have neither weapons nor 
ammunition with which to fight this for- 
midable foe. And even if the Protestant 
sects may, in the crisis, succeed in effect- 
ing a loose unity for defense, by a new 
compromise between the Fundamentalists 
and the Modernists, it will make their 
position only the more hopeless. If Uni- 
tarianism should enter the disorganized 
ranks of this lost cause, and fail of going 
into the promised land toward which 
she has been looking and moving for 
more than a hundred years, for fear of 
the giants in that land, she too will come 
to ignoble end, along with the rest of the 
compromising sects, at the very en- 
trance of the land that flows with milk 
and honey. 

This is certain. There will be no re- 
turn to the wanderings in the wilderness. 
The wilderness experiences are ended. 
We know just where we are in our re- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 


ee 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1929 
“IN PRAISE OF THE DOCTOR” 


A tribute to the Medical Profession in an address at 10:50 A. M. by 
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E. Burpetre Backus, Minister 
Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 
Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 
Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 


the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The Church School will open as usual 
with a period of singing after which the 
lesson for the morning will be presented 
and discussion in the several classes will 
follow. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture will be on the 
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs. 
Dr. Bullard considers this the most im- 
portant part of the Jewish Pseudepigra- 
pha. You will find valuable and interest- 
ing information in these lectures. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

The interest in last Sunday’s discus- 
sion of unemployment was so great that 
the subject will be continued this week 
with Mr. Levin as leader. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Four members of The Fellowship, Eliz- 
abeth Hager, Frank Freeland, Stanley 
Roush and Caryl Warner, will discuss the 
subject, “My Opinion of the Bible.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ligious thinking. It is only a matter of 
who will enter the promised land. We 
have come out of the wilderness of de- 
structive criticism for the first time since 


the critical movement began. The wil- 
derness of Protestanism is back of us, as 
arid and fruitless as the desert. 

Two doors are open before us. We 
may return to the traditional Catholic 
faith, or we may go on to Humanism. 
Now that the critical research is ended, 
the traditional Catholic faith, as defined 
by the Catholic creeds, remains the near- 
est Christianity to the Christianity of the 
New Testament that we have ever had. 
To reject this faith is to reject it all. 


The Modernists have tried to get back 
of the tradition of the supernatural 
Christ to the religion of Jesus and his 
teachings. Having rejected the tradition 
about the theological Christ, and the 
metaphysical relation to God, the Father, 
they hoped to save something of the 
Christian tradition by which they might 
continue to call themselves Christians. 
But in denying that the Christian deposit 
of faith was a direct objective revelation 
from God, they brought Jesus down from 
his supernatural plane to the human 
plane, thereby destroying his supernatu- 
ral authority and sanction; for, after all, 
subjectively, human beings have no way 
of judging of superhauman values. And 
although Modernists still wish to be 
called Christians, with a supernatural 
sanction for their faith—believing that 
they have something revealed to them 
from a supernatural source—thinking 
men will not be impressed and will not 
listen to the Modernist appeal with a 
tolerant indifference. 


If you cannot prove a positive objec- 
tive revelation from God, you must leave 
all supernaturalism out of the equation. 
Since such a revelation is not even con- 
sidered by the Modernists, the present 
thinking world is not interested in any 
supernaturalism they may seek to ex- 
pound, ; 

In the light of modern science, the new 
philosophy seeks a human sanction alone. 
Human beings must work out their sal- 
vation without any superhuman aid or 
intervention. And since Modernists have 
placed the source of the Christian revel- 


(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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ation within the subjective and intuition- 
al experiences of the human mind, deny- 
ing its objective nature, their Christian- 
ity can have no other value than a hu- 
man value. Modernism is only an un- 
acknowledged Humanism, without any 


super-human authority or sanction. 


We are never going to get anywhere 
until we are willing, without fear or prej- 
udice, to admit the sordid historic facts 
about the Reformation. The Reformation 
was not a movement within the Renais- 
sance, but a countermovement, a Philis- 
tinism, as hostile and destructive of the 
new learning as it was destructive of the 
Catholic civilization. It was Vandalic in 
sweeping away all the joy, beauty, art, 
and culture of the civilization which it 
sought to destroy. The Renaissance of 
classic and cultural humanism was con- 
sidered the scourge of Protestantism in 
the days of the Reformation, and it is so 
considered by President Coffin today. If 
we have made any scholastic and cul- 
tural advance in our modern world, we 
have not Protestantism to thank for it, 
for Protestantism very reluctantly and 
unwillingly receded before the rising tide 
of science, art and beauty. We must think 
of the Reformation as within the revolu- 
tion, and not within the Renaissance. 


Protestantism gave religious sanction 
to the spirit of nationalism and greed and 
avarice, which was destructive of the un- 
ifying Christian impulse which brought 
into being the universities, the trade- 
craft guilds, and individuality within the 
communal unity. In Luther it became 
the advocate of bigamy, and adultery, and 
lies, and the massacre of starving peas- 
ants. In Calvin and Puritanism, it be- 
came the defender of the industrial capi- 
talists, who exploited defenseless women 
and little children, with their “dark Sa- 
tanic mills.” In Wesley and the Evan- 
gelicals, it became an emotional dope, 
with which to keep the exploited poor 
and ignorant content with their cruel 
fate, and a whip to keep the slaves in or- 
der. And every step in the emancipation 
of mankind from this degradation in 


Protestantism has been won by a humane 
secularism fighting for the rights of man, 
before a slowly yielding though unwill- 
ing Protestantism. 

Finally, Unitarianism broke entirely 
from the Protestant tradition, and in 
Channing proclaimed anew the divinity 
of man. The new Humanism in religion 
began with Unitarianism in the early 
nineteenth century, and, although those 
early Unitarian Humanists still gave 
their cause a supernatural sanction, they 
were with their faces set toward the ris- 
ing sun of truth, from whatever source it 
should come. 


Now that we are in the dawning of the 
new day, will Unitarianism, for the first 
time in her history, recede from her ad- 
vancing position, and take her place with- 
in the disintegrating ranks of a compro- 
mising Protestantism? The Modernists 
with the Protestant sects are as hostile 
to the advance of scientific knowledge as 
are the Fundamentalists. They have not 
the moral courage to break with the Fun- 
damentalists, whose faith they repudiate, 
neither have the courage to declare their 
convictions in such unequivocal terms 
that the simple people who still believe 
the old orthodox faith will know just 
where their churches had led them. The 
Modernists continue to use a nomencla- 
ture with a double meaning, which de- 
ceives only themselves and the simple un- 
trained minds within their churches. 


The rest of the world has passed them 
by. The position of the orthodox within 
the Protestant churches is equally hope- 
less. They have not the moral courage 
to make a definite break with the Mod- 
ernists and declare themselves as holding 
the orthodox Christian faith in its total- 


ity. They, too, have made the compro- 
mise. 


I have been unable to find a Protestant 
willing to accept the whole deposit of 
Christian faith, in its balanced form, as 
broad and as all-comprehensive as the 
Apostolic faith which once conquered 
the world. 

Protestantism cannot retrace her steps. 

(Continued on Page 4, Column 1) 
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She has made the great compromise and 
is neither scientific nor Christian in her 
attitude, 


The future of religion belongs to 
Christian Catholicism, or to a catholic 
Humanism with a vision and program 
for world unity as comprehensive as hu- 
man experience. 


Unitarianism made the great departure, 
opened the doors, showed the way. If 
she should close the doors now, and re- 
fuse to make the next great adventure, 
she would utterly fail of her mission in 
the world. Christian Catholicism or a 
Catholic Humanism? Which will it be? 
The thinking world of trained minds will 
decide. 

Wittiam A. Marzo.r, 

In The Christian Register for Sept. 19, 
1929. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


The first regular luncheon of the Al- 
liance will be held on Thursday, Oc- 
tober 3rd, at 12:30. The October birth- 
days will be celebrated. An interesting 
program has been arranged for the af- 
ternoon and all the women of the con- 
gregation are invited to join in making 
this first meeting an enjoyable occasion. 
Reservations for the luncheon should be 
in by Tuesday noon, October Ist. 


The Executive Board will meet on the 
same date at eleven o'clock. 


MUSIC ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Music Committee is happy to an- 
nounce the engagement of a double 
mixed quartet selected from the Univer- 
sity A Capella Choir of U. C. L. A. Squire 
Coop, of the music department of the 
University organized and directs this 
choir and they have been meeting with 
a great deal of success in concert work. 
We are fortunate in having these young 
people and anticipate some delightful 
music. Julian Ginsberg, who was a mem- 
ber of our quartet last year, is business 
manager for the choir, and is included 
in the personnel of the group which we 


shall hear. They will make their first 
appearance in October. 


MR. MACDONALD 


The minister of the Unitarian Church 
of Santa Monica, Mr. J. W. Macdonald, 
is a friend of Mr. Backus of long stand- 
ing. They were together for three years 
in Theological School. On Sunday, Oc- 
tober 6th, they will exchange pulpits. 
Theologically they differ radically and 
by mutual agreement have decided to 
tell each other’s congregations the why 
of their difference. Mr. Macdonald will 
speak to the Los Angeles congregation 
on “My Religious Faith; Why I do not 
call myself a Humanist.” Mr. Backus 
will address the Santa Monica congrega- 
tion on “The Religion of a Humanist.” 


Parents wishing to attend the morning 
services may leave their children in the 
kindergarten room on the second floor. 
Classes are provided for children of all 
ages . 


UNITARIAN EXTENSION PROGRAM 


Have you responded to the request to 
send in names of those whose temper of 
mind should make them feel at home in 
our church? Remember, please, that the 
responsibility for the success of our pres- 
ent undertaking rests on you just as 
much as on your delegated officers. It is 
not much you are asked to do, but your 
response is very important. Send your 
card at once. 


Also, how about those reasons for 
membership in the First Unitarian 
Church of Los Angeles? Some have al- 
ready submitted theirs. More important 
than the prizes which go to the persons 
sending in the best list is the information 
which the minister and the officers derive 
concerning what you are thinking about 
the church. Remember all entries must 
be received at the church office not later 
than 12, noon, October 6th. Sat 
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IN PRAISE OF THE DOCTOR 

“The advance in medicine and the ad- 
vantages that have accrued therefrom 
have been entirely the result of the ra- 
tional method of observation and experi- 
ment.” This description of the method 
by which medical science has been able 
to double the average length of life in a 
century is of tremendous importance. 
The triumphs of medicine are the pro- 
duct of the scientific method which has 
brought that knowledge by which we are 
able to control nature. When 
thought of disease and death as acts of 
providence, when they endeavored to 
cure by casting out demons, laying on of 
hands, prayers and _ incantations, no 
progress was made in its mastery. But 
when they adopted the method of crit- 
ical, skillful, and open minded impartial 
inquiry into causes they began to get 
the upper hand and their victory has pro- 
ceeded at an accelerating pace to the 
great advantage of our kind. 

Now, the significant thing is that this 
method of intelligent study into causes 
which has worked a revolution in our 
dealing with disease is capable of a much 
wider application in human afiairs and 
will bring correspondingly great benefits 
in other fields. Consider how in a few 
years it has transformed the earth bound 
stage coach into the winged chariot of 
the skies. Consider how it has multi- 
plied the power of man’s arm in factory 
and field. It will bring equally profound 
and beneficent changes when it is applied 
to the field of human relationships, the 
affairs of government, the organization of 
our industrial and social life, our educa- 


man 
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tional endeavors, our international rela- 
tions. There is scarcely an obscure cor- 
ner in human enterprise into which this 
method could not enter with astounding 
results. 


But its extension into every new field 
meets with bitter opposition. There are 
very few who have any genuine appre- 
ciation of what the scientific method is. 
The mass of men find that it runs con- 
trary to deep seated tendencies of their 
own minds; they love mystery and the 
dark and resent explanation and the light. 
They want to get something for nothing, 
to eat their cake and have it too, and 
they are loath to make the effort to live 
in the world of reality that science re- 
veals to them. They have a natural in- 
ertia and object passionately to the 
change which the application of the scien- 
tific method forces upon them. 


The result is that the scientific spirit 
must do ceaseless battle for its very exis- 
tence. It has an increasing prestige today. 
Yet this must not blind us to the fact 
that it is still an insecure achievement of 
the human mind and that in the back- 
ground there loom up the dark and men- 
acing forces which are ever on the alert 
to destroy it should the opportunity pro- 
vide. Let us remember that scientific 
medicine began in ancient Greece and 
several centuries before our era had made 
notable progress. But its achievements 
were lost to mankind for centuries in the 
night that descended on the western 
world with the fall of the Roman Empire 
and were only rewon when the Renais- 
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Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 


Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

Classes of the Church School will meet 
as usual at ten o’clock. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will discuss the various 
“Saviour cults,” sixteen in number, which 
have flourished at different times during 
the early history of religion. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

The Study Class has an interesting 
meeting planned for Sunday morning. 
You will be interested in the discussion. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

The Fellowship is devoting the month 
of October to a study of the Race Prob- 
lem. Mr. Alfred Benshimol, Principal of 
Belmont High School, will be the speak- 
er next Sunday. His subject will be 
“Race Prejudice.” 

The Fellowship is a group of young 
people of Senior High School and Col- 
lege age. A cordial invitation to attend 
its meetings is extended to all the young 
people of the church. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


sance began to recover the scientific tem- 
per of mind. 
It is the duty of the intelligent lay- 


man to help the doctors prevent the re- 
currence of such a dire calamity and to 


~ keep the way open for further progress in 


medicine. The doctor could do far more 
effective work if he had more intelligent 
cooperation on the part of the public. 
He is handicapped because he must meet 
the opposition of the superstitions which 
still linger in the minds of the people; 
because they have so little understanding 
of what it is all about. Especially in this 
southland of ours where quacks, cultists, 
dogmatists and sentimentalists of every 
sort thrive as do our gardens, the doctor 
needs the understanding support of his 
lay friends. A few years ago a bill was 
introduced into the state legislature by 
the anti-vivisectionists, the effect of which, 
had it passed, would have been to drive 
the biologists of our universities out of 
the state if they were to pursue their 
studies. That sort of noxious weed is 
ever springing up and it is for us to 
destroy it root and branch. 

However the obligation is not all on 
one side. The doctors in their turn 
should lend their power and their pres- 
tige to aid the men and women who, in 
other fields of endeavor, are working in 
the same spirit. The true martyr to the 
scientific method today is the individual 
who dares to bring our social and polit- 
ical institutions under the glass of free 
and impartial inquiry for the purpose of 
searching out cause and result. If he so 
much as suggests that there are admir- 
able elements in a culture alien to our 
own he is in danger of being branded as 
a traitor. If he dare criticize our insti- 
tutions he is fortunate if he does not 
find himself in jail. The principle at 
stake is the same. We shall never make 
much progress towards a just order 
among men until we are free to bring the 
inquiring and impartial mind to bear on 
all the problems of human life. The 
medical profession as the greatest single 
body of men acquainted with the scientific 
spirit and what it is capable of accom- 
plishing, have a special obligation to ful- 
fill in making the world safe for the uni- 
versal application of intelligence. If it 

(Continued on Page 3, Column I) 
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is important for them to extend their ac- 
tivity to care for the sanitation of our 
cities and homes it is even more impor- 


tant that they enlist in the fight to cleanse 
the human mind of the disease germs of 
dogmatism and bigotry and superstition 
which still linger on to the great detri- 
ment of our health. 

If the doctor is true to his own ideal 
he cannot fail to meet this challenge. 
That ideal is a noble one which has come 
down from the days of Hippocrates. It 
represents the ideal physician as “calm, 
effective, humane, observant, prompt and 
cautious, at once learned and willing to 
learn, eager alike to get and give knowl- 
edge, unmoved save by the fear that his 
knowledge may fail to benefit others,— 
incorruptible and pure in mind and 
body.” It is a noble ideal embodying at 
once the humanitarian spirit of religion 
and the inquiring mind of science. The 
combination is superb for these two 
things made flesh are the hope of the 
world. Great are the benefits which the 
men who have even approximated this 
ideal in the past have conferred on our 
humanity. Even greater is their promise 
for the future. They are splendid col- 
leagues of the true minister of religion, 
fulfilling the injunction to bring unto 
men life, life ever more abundant. 

E. BurpettE Backus. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A 
UNITARIAN 


Other churches have their rally days 
when all their members make a special 
effort to be present. We are about to 
begin a Unitarian Extension Pregram. 
It will open on October 20th. The min- 
ister requests that we make the preced- 
ing Sunday, October 13th, our Rally Day. 
It will give us all courage and enthusiasm 
for our program. If everyone on our roll 
were present there would not be an 
empty seat in the Church. The subject 
of the sermon is “The Importance of Be- 
ing a Unitarian.” It is extremely impor- 
tant that you be present. 


AMERICAN MERCURY 


The current issue of the American 


Mercury contains an article on the Uni- 
tarian Church in which our members will 
be interested. It is somewhat more mer- 
ciful than the usual article on organized 


religion in Mr. Mencken’s magazine. 


M. M. MANGASARIAN 

The Laymen’s League is to present Mr. 
M. M. Mangasarian in a series of Sunday 
evening lectures beginning October 20th. 
Mr. Mangasarian, who was for 25 years 
the leader of the Independent Religious 
Society of Chicago, has given several 
series of lectures for us in the past few 
years and by his brilliance has attracted 


large audiences. His many friends in the 


city will rejoice at this further oppor- 
tunity to hear him. 


HOLLYWOOD UNITARIAN CHURCH 


The Hollywood Unitarian Society will 
resume services on the 13th of October 
under the leadership of Dr. James C. 
Coleman. His wife, Mary Lillie Cole- 
man, will be the associate minister. Mr. 
and Mrs. Coleman have come to Califor- 
nia from Jacksonville, Florida, where 
they were ministers of the Unitarian 
Church. The services of the Hollywood 
Unitarian Society will be held in the 
Church building at the corner of Foun- 
tain Avenue and Fuller. 


LAST CALL 


To date only nine persons have re- 
sponded to the request to send in their 
statement of reasons for membership in 
the First Unitarian Church of Los An- 
geles. Doubtless many are suffering from 
the common complaint of procrastination 
and the last few days will bring in many 
more entries. Remember that Sunday 
noon, October 6th, is the closing hour. 
The announcement of the prize winners 
will be made at an early date. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude— 
G8 CAverMaria feces oon eee eee Liszt 
b. Londonderry Air ...................... 
Baer tks. ear Arranged by Coleman 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick 
Hymn, “The Noble Host’........ Number 34 


Reading. 

Prayer. 

Organ Interlude. 

Responsive Reading, “Wisdom”....Page 50 
Announcements. 


Organ Offertory, “Solace”.................... 


Helen McWilliams 
Address, “My Religious Faith; Why 
I do not call myself a Humanist 
J. W. Macponap 


Hymn, “The Indwelling God,”............ 
Se toe it he a eres eee re Number 14 

Benediction. 

Postlude. 


” 


Mrs. ApA Marsu Cuick, Organist 
Miss Heten McWituiams, Guest Soloist 


RABBI HERMAN LISSAUER 

Our church has been given as a place 
of meeting for the congregation of Rabbi 
Herman Lissauer over the Jewish New 
Year. Rabbi Lissauer has recently re- 
signed from Temple Emanuel because his 
thinking has led him to a Humanist po- 
sition and he desires to establish a con- 
gregation which shall use a ritual in con- 
formity with his intellectual position. 
The meetings will be held Friday even- 
ing and Saturday, the 4th and 5th of Oc- 
tober, Sunday evening the 13th and Mon- 
day the 14th from 10 A. M. to 5 P. M. 


A CHALLENGE 
John McKinney and Ben Berg, two 
members of the Fellowship, challenge any 
two persons in the church to uphold the 
affirmative in a debate on the subject, 
“Resolved, that individual consciousness 


survives death.” The debate will be held 
in the Fellowship room Sunday morning, 
October 27th. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, October 7th, at seven o’clock 
in the office of the church. 


NEEDLEWORK GUILD 
The donation of two new garments or 
$1.10 constitutes a membership in the 
Needlework Guild. Please leave your 
contributions at the church office or with 
Miss Belle Smith, 16214 W. 7th Street, 
before November Ist. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

Work done in the sewing room during 
the month of October is for the Red 
Cross. Mrs. Abbie Brewer, who is in 
charge of this department of the Alliance, 
invites the women of the church to assist 
in this worthy cause. The first meeting 
of the group will be at ten o’clock, Thurs- 
day, October 10th. Each one brings a_ 
box lunch and coffee is served from the 
kitchen. 


ORGAN GUILD CONCERT 
The Los Angeles Chapter of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Organists will be our guests 
on Monday evening, October 7th. The 
members will meet for dinner, which will 
be followed by a business meeting and 
later a concert in the auditorium. This 
concert is open to the public and you are 
cordially invited to enjoy it with the 
Guild members. The organists who will 
play are Lora A. Chesnut of Pasadena 

and Harold Gregson of Riverside. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE 

The Biennial General Conference of 
the American Unitarian Association will 
be held in Chicago, October 15 to 17. 
Programs are now available at the church 
office. If any member of the church is 
to be in Chicago during that time and 
would serve as a delegate, please leave 
your name with the church secretary so 
that proper credentials may be given. 
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MY RELIGIOUS FAITH; WHY I DO 
NOT CALL MYSELF A HUMANIST 


The fundamental positive message of 
the Humanists within our 
Fellowship is that 
should strive with the help of modern 
scientific knowledge and technique to 
secure “the enrichment of the individual 
life and the improvement of the social 
order”. The fact is, however, that Uni- 
tarian Theists advocate just as much as 
do the Unitarian Humanists the thorough- 
going application of the scientific method 


Unitarian 
men and women 


to the cause of a better civilization. 
Moreover, I am inclined to think that the 
Theists are putting forth as much individ- 
ual human effort for the better order of 
society as are the Humanists. In other 
words, I think the Theists even talk as 
much about it— and do as much about 
it, as the Humanists. In this respect the 
Humanists within our Unitarian Fellow- 
ship are not different from those who 
are called Theists. 

Because of the fundamental needs of 
my human spirit I make the following 
postulates of faith: A faith that the su- 
preme, ultimate reality is not material 
force, but spiritual Being whom I call 
God, who is the inspirer of man’s un- 
ceasing struggle up the heights of moral 
achievement; a faith that human person- 
alities do not cease at physical death; a 
faith that in spite of the tragedies in 
human life there is a spiritually good 
purpose of God for all human souls 
working out to fulfillment. 

Now, at least some of those who call 
themselyes Humanists do not make such 


YOUR LOYALTY 

Mr. Backus is counting tremendously 
on the loyalty of the members of the 
congregation to aid him in the Unitarian 
Extension Program that is now under 
way. As an earnest of that loyalty he 
asks that every member of the church 
family be present Sunday morning. This 
service is for ourselves—not the outsid- 
ers, though they are welcome. It is a 
gathering of our strength for the task 
before us. The sermon will present the 
great reasons for the existence of the 
Unitarian Church, the magnificent op- 
portunity that confronts it. You will 
thrill to its challenge. 

An added incentive for your presence 
Sunday morning is described on page 
3 of this issue. 


postulates of faith. They say that these 
postulates of mine are merely theories 
that I cannot prove. I answer: So be it. 
Let me point out that some of the Human- 
ists themselves advance and proclaim 
theories that they cannot prove. Dr. 
Slaten, in his sermon in the volume 
“Humanist Sermons,” says, “Humanism 
will try you as by fire. You sense your 
isolation, and that when your little span 
of life is done you sink down into ex- 
tinction, the blackness of darkness for- 
ever.” This statement that physical 
death is the extinction of the human per- 
sonality is a theory that Dr. Slaten can- 
not prove,—even as I cannot prove per- 
sonal immortality. 

Out of the fundamental needs of my 
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E. Burpetre Backus, Minister 

Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

Classes of the Church School will meet 
as usual at ten o’clock. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture this week is on 
“The Historicity of Jesus.” This sub- 
ject is one which is of vital interest to all, 
and since Dr. Bullard is a specialist in 
Biblical history he speaks with author- 
ity. You cannot well afford to miss this 
particular lecture. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Mr. Harold Storey, who is now editor 
of the Inglewood Californian, will speak 
to the Study Class on the subject “Why 
Sociology is not a Science.” Mr. Storey 
has been heard many times by this group 
and always presents an interesting and 
convincing discussion. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

“The Negro Problem” will be dis- 
cussed by four members of The Fellow- 
ship: Dorothy Donaldson, Merna Frank- 
son, Roland Escherich and Caroline 
Firkins. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
mind and spirit for such a faith as I 
have expressed, I postulate such a faith 
and live my life in it. And that faith 
does not contradict anything that science 
is not in a position to disprove. Of 


course these postulates of faith cannot 
be scientifically proven, but neither can 
they be disproven. And because they 
can be neither proven nor disproven, I 
affirm that under these circumstances the 
need of my human spirit is a sufficient 
ground for my faith. 

It happens that these postulates of my 
spirit have certain affiliations 
with the philosophical humanism of Prof. 
Schiller of Oxford, and of William 
James, particularly as set forth in James’ 
essay, “The Will to Believe.” He might 
have called it “The Right to Believe.” 
It also happens that in one of the ser- 
mons in the volume of Humanist Ser- 
mons, the sermon by Frank Doan, who 
has been called the father of Unitarian 
Humanists, there is a passage which in- 


human 


dicates a personal religion made up also 
of postulates of faith. The passage reads: 
“Asked another day what was my re- 
ligion,—I replied: My religion is made 
up of many ‘over-beliefs. These beliefs 
I dare say, you, my skeptical friend, do 
not share, if indeed you do not flatly re- 
ject them as ‘unproved. I do accept 
them because they ‘work’ for me in my 
way of life. I feel free to do this, be- 
cause there is nothing thus far in what 
you call ‘exact knowledge’ and ‘experi- 
mental data’ to disprove them.” In a 
foot note Dr. Doan spoke of his “over- 
beliefs” as postulates. 

If Frank Doan’s humanism were the 
humanism of the majority of the men in 
our Unitarian Fellowship who call them- 
selves Humanists, perhaps I could con- 
sider myself a Humanist. But that is 
not the case. So I do not call myself 
a Humanist. If I have to have a label 
other than Unitarian Minister, a term 
which happily includes both Humanists 
and Theists, then my label is Theist. 
Yet I sometimes think that distinctive 
Jabels within the free fellowship of the 
Unitarian Ministry are unfortunate, 
though apparently they cannot now be 
avoided. The point I am most concerned 
to make, however, is that the faith which 
I have expressed is my religion. 

James W. Macpona.p. 
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A READING 


A reading circ 
formed among 
lowship for 


has recently been 
e members of The Fel- 
e purpose of reading and 


discussin nitarian teachings. Dr. Wil- 
bur’s Unitarian Heritage” is at 
presght the basis of study. The group 


ets every Sunday evening at the church 
from 6:30 to 8 and will be glad to wel- 
come any young people interested in 
learning more about Unitarian ideals and 
history. Mrs. Backus meets 
group each Sunday eyening. 


with the 


CORRECTION 


s been postponed until after the Chi- 
cago Conference, at Mr. Blake’s 
gestion. 


sug- 


AWARDS 


The editors of the Los Angeles Uni- 
tarian wish to thank those who respon- 
ded to the invitation to send 
reasons for memberships in 
tarian Church. 

The judges were Mr. Berkeley Blake, 
Secretary of the Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence of Unitarian Churches and Mr. 
James Macdonald, minister of the Santa 
Monica church. They were in entire 
agreement in their decisions. First place 
was awarded to Mrs. Marian C. Bruner; 
second to Mrs. Laura G. Chandler; third 
to Mrs. Snow Longley Housh. There 
were many others of merit and the 
judges were reluctant to make a de- 
cision. 

The other prize winning articles will 
be printed in next week’s issue. 

* v * 


in their 
the Uni- 


“My reason for writing my name in 
the Unitarian Church membership book 
is to show that I wish to join with the 
courageous band who have given me 
courage to try to live a life of usefulness 
to my fellow men, and thus, a life full 
of contentment for myself.” 

Laura G. Chandler. 


GIFT COPY 


The undersigned member of the 
congregation of the First Unitar- 
ian Church is entitled to receive 
free of charge a copy of the book 


“Songs and Readings” on presen- 


tation of this coupon at the con- 


clusion of the service 


morning, October 13th. 


Clip Here - - - - 


The above offer is made because of 
the many and insistent demands for a 
copy of the book of Song and Readings 
which we use at our services. We are 
constrained, however, to limit the offer 
to those who attend service this Sunday. 
By the phrase “member of the congre- 
gation” in the coupon is meant all who 
attend the church whether they are form- 
al members of the organization or not. 


MANGASARIAN LECTURES 


The Laymen’s League announces a 
series of lectures by M. M. Mangasarian 
to begin Sunday evening, October 20th. 
The subjects for the lectures will be 
available on Sunday morning and you 
are asked to provide yourselves with a 
number of the announcements to 
to your friends. 

Mr. Mangasarian has recently com- 
pleted a tour of the countries bordering 
the Mediterranean Sea, and he will give 
his audiences the benefit of his observa- 
tions there. 


send 


Have you noticed Fellowship Row? 
If not look for it next Sunday morning. 
The Fellowship members believe in 
their church and one way of showing 
their loyalty is by attending in a body 
every Sunday morning. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
10:50 A. M. 


Organ Prelude— 
a. Finale to Third Symphony........ 


b. Elegaic Melody..............-.:.:.....- Grieg 
Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick 
Hymn, “O Life That Maketh All ° 
Things New ease Number 10 
Reading. 
Words of Aspiration. 
Organ Interlude. 
Responsive Reading, “Freedom”..Page 39 
Announcements. 
Organ Offertory, “Interlude”........ Debussy 
Solo,-“"Blessingavgesdeee eee Stayner 
Helen McWilliams 


Address, “The Importance of 
Being a Unitarian” 


E. Burnette Backus 


Hymn, “The Church of Man to Come” 
See EEN: OR eee RS Number 32 


Benediction. 


Postlude. 


Mrs. Apa Marsu Cuick, Organist 
Miss Heten McWiuiams, Guest Soloist 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

The regular luncheon will be held on 
Thursday, October 17, at 12:30. Please 
telephone your reservations by Tuesday 
noon, October 15. 

The Committee on International Re- 
lations will meet at eleven o’clock. Mem- 
bers are asked to bring their last leaflet. 

Mrs. O. B. Manchester, who was so 
popular with the Alliance last year, will 
be a regular contributor to our programs 
again. She will give her first book re- 
view the afternoon of the 17th, at two 
o'clock. 


WHO ARE THESE UNITARIANS? 

Next Sunday, October 20th, Mr. Backus 
begins a series of addresses on Unitarian 
beliefs which will continue through the 
ten weeks of the Extension Program. 


The first address will be a preliminary 
survey based on the history and present 
status of the movement. You will re- 
ceive on Sunday cards of invitation 
which carry the announcement of the 
entire series. These you are asked to 
send to your friends. 


THE TELESCOPE 
Mr. Wade is glad to receive visitors at 
the observatory on Sunday evenings be- 
tween seven-thirty and nine. The moon 
and Saturn will be the chief objects of 
interest this week. 


A WORD OF APPRECIATION 

This Sunday will be the last time that 
we shall hear Miss Helen McWilliams as 
soloist, as the double mixed quartet from 
the University A Capella Choir will 
make their first appearance on the 20th. 

Miss McWilliams is not a stranger to 
many of the members of the congrega- 
tion, and we feel that we have been most 
fortunate to have her with us again for 
this brief period. For the entire con- 
gregation we wish to express to her deep 
appreciation for her services. 


RAMSAY MacDONALD 
Readers of the Los Angeles Unitarian 
will be interested to know that Premier 
Ramsay MacDonald, who is now on his 
peace mission to President Hoover, was 
at one time a Unitarian lay preacher. 


The world stands out on either side 
No wider than the heart is wide; 
Above the world is stretched the sky— 
No higher than the world is high. 


The heart can push the sea and land 
Further away on either hand; 

The soul can split the sky in two, 

And let the face of God shine through. 


But East and West will pinch the heart 
That cannot keep them pushed apart; 
And he whose soul is flat—the sky 
Will cave in on him, by and by. 


—Edna St. Vincent Millay. 
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During the Unitarian Extension Pro- 
gram which is inaugurated this week, 
the Los Angeles Unitarian will publish in 
each issue an article written by a mem- 
ber of the church on the subject, “Why 
I am a Unitarian.” If any reader of the 
Unitarian has friends who would be in- 
terested in any particular article, the 
church office will supply extra copies of 


that issue. 
* * * 


“WHY I AM A UNITARIAN” 

I feel called upon to affiliate with a 
church of some denomination because 
the church fills the same place in the 
ethical life of the community that the 
Chamber of Commerce fills in the busi- 
ness world, i. e.; it is the headquarters 
from which emanate those 
which make for a cleaner and a more 


influences 


wholesome community. 

The Unitarian Church does not ask me 
to subscribe to a creed. It does not ask 
me to abandon personal beliefs nor con- 
form to a standard set up by any other 
individual or body of men. It does not 
seek to define or to explain by words or 
phrases those things which defy expla- 
nation. On the other hand, it offers me 
the opportunity to contribute whatever 
I can to the common good; to add my 
interpretation of the meaning of life to 
the general fund of interpretations, and 
to join in a fellowship for the better 
life. 


I must give my personal support to a 


movement which offers me an oppor- 
tunity to associate with men and women 


of liberal thought. 


With these men and 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1929 
“WHO ARE THESE UNITARIANS?” 

Fee DURDETTE CRACK US 2) ie 2 ecsu-----s 
“THE MIND OF THE OLD WORLD TODAY” 

M. M. MANGASARIAN...............---------- 


women I have an opportunity to dis- 
cuss liberal ideas and to keep my own 
attitudes from becoming rigid. 

The Unitarian Church forms the nuc- 
leus of a body which must exist for the 
maintenance of the fight for freedom 
of religious thought. Similar organiza- 
tions are maintained to champion re- 
striction of religious freedom. It is idle 
to suppose that liberty of thought, which 
has been purchased at such a price, can 
be retained except at the price of eter- 
nal vigilance. Those who are members 
of no church and at the same time are 
of a liberal mind should realize the 
price that has been paid to win for them 
their present freedom. They cannot af- 
ford to remain indifferent. 

The history of the Unitarian Church 
has been one of battle against forces 
tending to shackle progressive thinking. 
The lives of its leaders in the past have 
been examples of courage. When I think 
of the devotion of men like Servetus and 
Socinus, when I think of the uncompro- 
mising fearlessness of the men of Poland 
in an earlier day, when I contemplate the 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 


INVITATIONS 

Do not fail to send to your friends be- 
fore Sunday the cards of invitation an- 
nouncing the special sermons on Unitar- 
ianism which Mr. Backus will give dur- 
ing the next ten weeks. In order to ob- 
tain the greatest benefit from these ad- 
dresses not one should be missed. Addi- 
tional invitations may be obtained from 
the church office. 


PU 10:50 A. M. 
ON 8:00 P. M. 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The attendance in Church School con- 
tinues to grow and very gratifying re- 
sults are being obtained in each Sunday 
Children of all ages 
are invited to classes planned to interest 
and instruct. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture will be concern- 
ing the life of Paul, the most volumi- 
nous writer of the New Testament. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Waldemar Westergaard, Ph. D., Pro- 
fessor of History in the University of 
California at Los Angeles, will speak to 
the Study Class on the subject, “Ameri- 
can and Scandinavian Education Com- 
pared.” The address will start promptly 
at ten o'clock. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. Nakazama, a Japanese lecturer and 

“Japan 


morning session. 


scholar of note, will speak on 
and World Peace. ” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tragedy that has been the lot of those 
men who preferred death to renuncia- 
tion, I am filled with zeal to persevere 
and to believe that the cause of liberal 
thought in religion cannot be defeated. 

In the history of our own country, 
there never has been a liberal cause 
which has not been espoused by the 
Unitarian leaders. Whether it were to 
uplift the dignity of the freeman or to 
free the slave the Unitarian leaders have 
Indeed, 
the careers of many of our leaders have 
been such as to win for them places in 
the Hall of Fame. 


always been in the vanguard. 


In conclusion let me say that my in- 
telligence is never offended nor my rea- 
son assaulted by utterances from the 
Unitarian pulpit. 

For these reasons I am a Unitarian, a 
member of the Unitarian Church and 
urge all men and women of liberal re- 
ligious thought, who are not already 
affiliated with a church, to join with us 
to advance the cause of freedom in re- 
ligion. 

Alfred L. Benshimol, 
Principal Belmont High School. 


LATE COMERS 


You are always welcome at church 
even if you do not get there before the 
benediction. You are reminded, how- 
ever, that it cannot fail to disturb others 
when you come late and detract from the 
effectiveness of the service. For this 
reason the ushers do not seat late com- 
ers except at such times as will cause a 
minimum of disturbance. You can as- 
sist greatly if you are in your seat before 
eleven o’clock. 


MEMBERSHIP 

The membership book is open for sig- 
natures of those who wish to join the 
It will be found on the table 
by the organ console every Sunday fol- 
lowing the service. Mrs. W. D. Moore 
is in charge during the month of Oc- 
tober. 


church, 


UNITARIANS IN THE HALL OF 
FAME 

Twenty-two out of sixty in our Nation- 
al Hall of Fame were Unitarians. It is 
expected that we will have on exhibition 
in the patio of the Church on Sunday, 
October 27th, large sized photographic 
reproductions of the busts of these twen- 
ty-two famous Americans. On that date 
Mr. Backus is to speak on the signifi- 
cance of this astonishing proportion of 
Unitarians among America’s great. Will 
our church maintain its proportion in 
the future? The answer lies with us. 
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AWARDED FIRST PRIZE 
IN “REASONS FOR MEM- 
BERSHIP” CONTEST 
I believe that membership in the Uni- 
tarian Church is advisable because it 
tends to foster habitual attendance, and 
only through this can the best ends, both 


personal and social, be served. I have 
divided my reasons into these two 
groups—personal and _ social, because 


they seem to fall naturally into the two 
classes, each of equal importance, one 
to the individual and the other to so- 
ciety. 

I. Personal Reasons for Membership 

in the Unitarian Church. 

l. Because it brings almost certain 
inspiration and uplift to all who are 
interested in the humanitarian ideal of 
religion. 

2. Because it forms a unique and ef- 
fective method of keeping alive one’s 
interest in, and increasing one’s knowl- 
edge of, current discoveries and _prac- 
tices in all of the social sciences—using 
this term in its broadest sense. 

3. Because it establishes an associa- 
tion with some of the best and most for- 
ward-looking minds of the community, 
and affords an opportunity to partake of, 
and to contribute to, the most progress- 
ive thought of the day. 

4. Because it helps to establish a basis 
for high moral conduct in the lives of 
those who have outgrown the orthodox 
incentives —i. e.—the hope of heaven 
and the fear of hell, and in the lives of 
those also to whom wealth and power 
have brought a measure of immunity 
from the ordinary penalty of the law. 


II. Social Reasons for Membership in 

the Unitarian Church. 

1. As the Unitarian Chureh is, of 
necessity, very limited in its member- 
ship in comparison with other churches, 
it should be able to count among its 
members the largest possible number of 
persons who are interested in its aims 
and ideals, in order that its effectiveness 
in the community may not be _ handi- 
capped; in order that it may in some 


degree off-set the rampant propaganda of 
organized orthodoxy throughout the 
world today. 

2. Membership is necessary because 
only through organized cooperation can 
the ideal of freedom in religion survive 
as an effective part of community 
thought, or can any real progress be 
made toward extending this ideal. This 
in itself is of supreme importance be- 
it tends to concentrate the best 
minds upon problems of human better- 
ment rather than upon a possible exis- 
tence after death. 

3. Because young people today must 
inevitably cast aside the shackles of or- 
thodoxy, there must be a strong and 
flourishing organization to meet their 
need. 


cause 


Mrs. E. L. Bruner. 
CORRECTION 

In the article, “My Religious Faith; 
Why I do not call myself a Humanist,” 
by James W. Macdonald, printed in last 
week’s issue, a sentence in the fourth 
paragraph should have read: “And that 
faith does not contradict anything that 
science is in a position to prove, and it 
affirms that which science is not in a 

position to disprove.” 


ARE YOU DOING YOUR PART? 

The members of the congregation have 
been asked to turn into the church of- 
fice on cards provided for the purpose, 
the names of persons they think could 
be interested in the work of the church. 
Not many have responded as yet. These 
cards will be found in the seats on Sun- 
day. Please use them as requested. 


ASSOCIATE ALLIANCE 

Women of the congregation are invited 
to attend a meeting of the Associate Alli- 
ance which will be held at Pomona on 
Friday, October 25th. The first session 
will convene at 11 o’clock and will be 
followed by a box luncheon. An inter- 
esting program has been arranged for 
the afternoon. 
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MANGASARIAN LECTURES 

Friends are receiving with great de- 
light the announcements that Mr. Man- 
gasarian is to give another series of lec- 
tures here. The Laymen’s League have 
arranged for six Sunday evening ad- 
dresses, the first to be given on Sunday 
evening, October 20th at eight o’clock. 
Mr. Mangasarian has just returned from 
a European tour and will give his au- 
diences the findings of his observations 
there. 

The subjects for the entire series are: 

October 20th—The Mind of the Old 

World Today—the Shake-up in Tra- 
ditional Thinking. 

October 27—Egypt, Cradle of Civiliza- 
tion, Desert Mother of the Gods. 
November 3—Geneva, the Crucible of 

World Thinking. 

November 10—What Christianity has 

done for Civilization and What Civ- 

ilization has done for Christianity. 

November 17—Morals in Modern Life. 

November 24—Has the So-called Re-dis- 
covery of Jesus anything to Offer the 

Modern World? 

Cards announcing these subjects may 
be obtained from the secretary or ushers. 
You are invited to supply your friends 
with information concerning these lec- 
tures. 


An organ recital will be given preced- 
ing each lecture. Mrs. Chick will play 
on October 20th and 27th. 

The astronomical observatory on the 
roof of the church will be open an hour 
before each lecture. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

Mrs. Brewer, who is in charge of the 
Social Service work, urges the women of 
the Alliance to assist in the sewing. A 
great amount of work is on hand at 
present for the Needle Work Guild and 
the Red Cross, all of which must be fin- 
ished this month. Try to be present on 
Thursday, October 24th, at ten-thirty. 
Each one brings box lunch and coffee is 
served from the kitchen. 

On Wednesday 


afternoon, October 


30th, the first bridge tea of the season 
will be given. Mrs. J. H. Faulk and 
Mrs. W. J. Ladd are hostesses for the 
occasion. Tickets may be obtained from 
them or at the church office. 


INTRODUCING NEW MUSICIANS 

We introduce to the congregation this 
week the members of the double mixed 
quartet from the University A Capella 
Choir who will furnish the musical num- 
bers for our Sunday morning services 
and lead the congregational singing. 
Laura Redden and Sylvia Margolin are 
the sopranos; Virginia Pohlman and 
Eva Burns, contraltos; James Blackstone 
and George Shochat, tenors; Clifford 
Lilyquist and Julian Ginsberg, basses. 

The numbers which they will use are 
mainly from their own repertoire, and 
the members of the congregation are 
asked to consider these songs not as ex- 
pressions of theology, but as works of 
art. 

We are glad to welcome these young 
people to a part in our service. 

HALLOWE’EN DANCE 

On Friday evening, October 25th, there 
will be a costume dance in Channing 
Hall. The Fellowship, under whose aus- 
pices the dance is given, invites all mem- 
bers of the congregation who enjoy 
dancing and a social evening to be pres- 
ent. Tickets are 50c. 


THURSDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

During the period of the Unitarian 
Extension Program Mr. Backus will be 
in the Church Parlor every Thursday 
evening at 8 o’clock for the purpose of 
an informal discussion of the sermon of 
the preceding Sunday with any who may 
desire to attend. The purpose of these 
meetings is to provide an opportunity 
for those interested in the church to 
get a clearer understanding of its posi- 
tion by asking questions on points that 
are not clear in their own minds. The 
first meeting will be held Thursday, Oc- 
tober 24th, at 8 P. M. — = 
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ON TO NEW GOALS 

The following article is composed of 
excerpts from the address given before 
the General Conference of Unitarians 
held recently in Chicago, by the chair- 
man, Dr. Curtis W. Reese. 

“We stand today better equipped for a 
forward movement than before. 
Our work, far from being over, was 
never needed more than today, both in 
America and throughout the world. It is 
high time that we should become con- 
scious of Unitarianism as a necessity in 
the religious life of mankind. 

“I am of the opinion that for perhaps 
the next quarter of a century our mis- 
sionary should be directed 
along three definite lines. The first is 
the printed page. And since the best 
missionary work begins at home, I 
should suggest that concerted effort be 
made to put The Christian Register in 
every Unitarian household. There is no 
use to talk about an advance on the part 
of people who do not know of the affairs, 
the hopes, and the dreams of the move- 
ment of which they are a part. A prime 
requisite of the growth of a movement 
is an informed constituency. A Unitarian 
household should regard the denomina- 
tional organ as belonging in the list of 
household necessities. 


ever 


activities 


Any person who 
stands in the way of the increased circu- 
lation of the denominational paper be- 
cause he disagrees with an occasional 
contributed article or editorial is not yet 
acquainted with the Unitarian doctrine 
of a free mind. 


“Next to the printed page is the spoken 
word. Obviously we need a staff of lec- 
turers constantly in the field. Such lec- 
turers should be chosen because of their 
unique equipment for the special type 
of work involved. They should not be 
expected to count converts, or to organ- 
ize churches, or to speak in churches 
primarily. They should be available for 
forums, colleges, clubs, universities, and 
especially the radio. Think of the im- 
mense publicity value of the lecture 
staffs of our friends of the Christian 
Science and the international Bible Stu- 
dents movements. A staff of popular edu- 
cators, not mere evangelists, who know 
their subjects and consequently are able 
to discuss them so that the way-faring 
man can understand, would be of inesti- 
mable value to the Unitarian cause. I 
mean lecturers who are not afraid to dis- 
cuss Unitarian doctrine in the most re- 
actionary communities — lecturers who 
know definitely why we are what we are 
and tell how we became so; lecturers 
who can tell in simple language how we 
got our Bible and how the doctrines have 
come to be. By means of such lecturers, 
especially when the radio is made use of 
we could reach many people who now 
have little or no knowledge of our move- 
ment. 


’ 


“IT submit to you that the Unitarian 
gospel is worth all it costs its believers— 
in isolation, in misundertsanding, in toil 
and in sacrifices. Its compensations in 
promotion of character’ and elation of 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1929 
“UNITARIANS IN THE HALL OF FAME” 


Fe BURDETTE ACK US woc-cncncneon--ce---nae 


10:50 A. M. 


“Ecypt, CRADLE oF CrviLizATION, Desert MoTHER OF THE Gops” 


M. M. MANGASARIAN..........--------------++ 


Go. ee 8:00 P. M. 


LL 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 
Attendance and interest in Church 
School continues to grow, and the teach- 
ers are most enthusiastic in the reports 
of the work accomplished. It is the ob- 
ject of the School to furnish a thorough 
training in Bible history and literature, 
Church history, and ethics, not by pre- 
scribed methods, but by a unique ap- 
proach to each subject. Parents are in- 
vited to visit the School and are urged to 
assist the children in prompt and regu- 
lar attendance. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will discuss “The Synoptic 
problem.” Why were the four gospels 
written? Which was written first? And 
No part of the Bible 
offers a greater question than this. 

The Study Class—i0:00 A. M. 

The talk Sunday morning will be on 
Mrs. L. N. An- 
derson is not able to announce a speak- 
er, but promises to have one who is 
prominent in the field of education. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

A most interesting debate will be heard 
in The Fellowship room when Mrs. Eme- 
lia Goldsworthy Clark and Dr. Lee How- 
ard will take the affirmative against John 
McKinney and Ben Berg on the question 
“Resolved, that individual consciousness 
survives death.” 


who wrote them? 


new ideas in education. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

spirit, its rewards in personal growth 
and fraternal sympathy, are beyond com- 
pare. Our heritage is great; our spirit is 
great; and our future greater still, if we 
place on the altar of our churches the 
best gifts that we have, feeling that no 
sacrifice is too great for a gospel that 
rings true to the highest impulses and 
aspirations of the human soul.” 

FIRST UNITARIAN MARTYR 

Michael Servetus was burned at the 
stake by order of Calvin, on October 
27th, 1553. The anniversary of that date 
falls on next Sunday and Mr. J. C. Cole- 
man, until recently minister of the Uni- 
tarian Church in Jacksonville, Florida, 
has been invited to address the congre- 
gation on this subject in a ten-minute 
prelude to the sermon. 


What use do you make of your Los 
Angeles Unitarian after you have read 
it? It is suggested that while the series 
of articles by prominent members of the 
congregation are appearing, giving their 
reasons for association with the church, 
you hand it to a friend with a request 
that he read the current article. Those 
who desire to keep a file of the paper 
can secure an additional copy at the 
office. — 

BEQUEST 

A check for $2000 was received re- 
cently from the estate of Mrs. Richards. 
A resolution of the Trustees, made when 
we came to the new building, requires 
this money and all similar bequests to be 
put into a permanent endowment fund. 
To date $8000 has been received. The 
Trustees have been compelled to borrow 
from this fund to meet payments due on 
the organ. Regular interest is paid on 
the loan and the principal will be re- 
turned as rapidly as the church finances 
permit. Other members of the congre- 
gation are asked to perpetuate their in- 
terest in the church by including it in 
their wills. The income from all such 
bequests will be used to extend the work 


of the church, = 
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WHY I AM A UNITARIAN 


I am a member of the Unitarian 
Church because that organization stands 
whole-heartedly for the scientific atti- 
tude of mind and against superstition. 
The Unitarian church not only defends 
the right of science to freedom in its 
own field, but insists upon the applica- 
tion of the scientific point of view to 
the solution of the problems of life and 
to the advancement of human ideals. 

Having devoted my life to scientific 
research and teaching, [ find a congen- 
jal atmosphere in the Unitarian church, 
whose teachings do not clash with my 
honest convictions, where no compro- 
mises are required, and where I find in- 
spiration and encouragement honestly 
and courageously to do my part in the 
world. 

Prof. Bennett M. Allen, 

Department of Biology, 


University of California at Los Angeles. 


AWARDED 3RD PRIZE IN “REASONS 
FOR MEMBERSHIP CONTEST” 


I am a member of the First Unitarian 
Church of Los Angeles—emotionally, be- 
cause | was brought up in the Unitarian 
church; because I take pride in the liber- 
al attitude of my ancestors, literally to 
the third and fourth generations; be- 
cause I respond to its simple ritual, its 
forward-looking tradition with the same 
tenderness the Fundamentalist feels for 
his tradition-encrusted creed. 

intellectually, because, clearly 
than any other organization with spirit- 
ual ends, it reconciles the material facts 
of science with a reverent attitude tow- 
ard the unknown; because it gives to 
the individual member absolute freedom 


more 


of belief, striving to make of one spirit- 
ual family those who conceive the Infinite 
in the actual terms of humanism and 
those who clothe their conception in the 
most poetic fancies of theism. 

socially, because I believe a truly lib- 
eral church has a real duty to perform 
in bridging the gulf between the moral 


sanctions of the old Orthodoxy and the 
ethical obligations inherent in the social 
order. 

Snow Longley Housh, 
Department of Literature, 
Los Angeles High School. 


JUST A REMINDER 


Are you doing your share in the Ex- 
tension program by sending out the in- 
vitations to attend the series of addresses 
now being given on the fundamental 
principles of Unitarianism, and by turn- 
ing in to the church office, on the cards 
provided for the purpose, the names of 
those who should be interested in our 
work? Already the program is produc- 
ing results in a quickened activity on the 
part of a considerable group of our mem- 
bers, and 13 persons have added their 
names to the membership roll. A read- 
ing table has been established in the 
church office on which will be found late 
copies of the Christian Register, selected 
booklets, and books intended to provide 
easy access to an understanding of our 
position. You are invited to make use 
of this literature yourself and to inform 
your friends of it. 


THE TWILIGHT OF CHRISTIANITY 


The attention of the members of the 
congregation is directed to the new book 
of this title by Prof. Harry Elmer 
Barnes, of Smith College. The book is 
dedicated “to John H. Dietrich, Foremost 
American Exponent of a Civilized Relig- 
ion.” Mr. Dietrich is the minister of 
the Unitarian Church in Minneapolis. In 
the conclusion of the volume Prof. 
Barnes says, “Unitarian Humanism will 
serve admirably as the-basis for the re- 
ligion of the future . . . It simply appears 
to the writer to be, beyond all compari- 
son, the most sincere, intelligent, con- 
sistent, and promising effort thus far 
achieved in the way of harmonizing an 
earnest religious impulse with the out- 
standing facts and attitudes produced by 
modern knowledge.” 


4 THE LOS ANGELES UNITARIAN 


OUR HALL OF FAME 


Pictures of the busts of Unitarians 
whose names appear in the Hall of Fame 
in New York City have been received at 
the church office and will be on display 
in the patio on Sunday. These are beav:- 
tiful pictures and are worthy your care- 
Each one attending ser- 
vices on Sunday will be furnished with 


ful attention. 


a pamphlet published by the American 
Unitarian Association on “Unitarians in 
the Hall of Fame.” 


PUULPIT FLOWERS 
Flowers on Sunday morning, October 
20th, were furnished by Mrs. Effie E. 

Goff and Mr. Henry Sparks-Holt. 


FELLOWSHIP DANCE 

The members of The Fellowship will 
be hosts at a dance to be given in Chan- 
ning Hall on Friday evening, October 
25th. 
son and the young people are making 
every effort to provide enjoyable enter- 
tainment for all who care to attend. 
Tickets are 50c. 


This is the first dance of the sea- 


BRIDGE-TEA 

On Wednesday afternoon, October 30th, 
Mrs. J. H. Faulk and Mrs. W. J. Ladd will 
act as hostesses for the Alliance at a 
bridge tea, the first to be given this year. 
All women of the congregation are in- 
vited to bring their friends and _ partici- 
this social event. Tickets are 
50c and will be on sale Sunday morning 
or at the church office during the week. 


pate in 


THURSDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

During the Unitarian Extension Pro- 
gram Mr. Backus will be in the church 
parlor every Thursday evening at 8:00 
o'clock to discuss informally with any 
persons interested the material presented 
in the sermon of the preceding Sunday. 
While these meetings are intended pri- 
marily for those just getting acquainted 
with the church, older members of the 
congregation are also welcome. 


DEBATE ON IMMORTALITY 

Sunday, October 27th 

Some time ago John McKinney and 
Ben Berg, two members of The Fellow- 
ship, issued a challenge to any two mem- 
bers of the congregation to take the affir- 
mative against them in a debate on the 
subject, “Resolved, that individual con- 
death.” The chal- 
lenge was accepted by Mrs. Emelia Golds- 
worthy Clark, a prominent artist and 
member of our congregation, and Dr. 
Lee Howard, formerly a Congregational 
minister and President of Farge Col- 
lege, North Dakota. Anyone interested 
is invited to hear this debate, which will 
begin promptly at 9:45 A. M. in the Fel- 
lowship room on the third floor of the 
church. 


sciousness survives 


DELIGHTFUL! 

Such was the verdict of the music loy- 
ers in the congregation concerning our 
new A Capella choir which began its 
services last Sunday. It was noticeable 
also that the congregational singing was 
much improved by the leadership of 
these young people. Next Sunday they 
are to sing two numbers, “The Silver 
Swan” by Gibbons, and “Dulcis Memo- 
ria” by Tomas Luis da Vittoria. Both 
will be sung unaccompanied and the sec- 
ond number in Latin. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

A great deal of work is on hand in 
the sewing room and the women are 
urged to take part in finishing certain 
tasks during this month. Mrs. Brewer 
is in the sewing room every Thursday 
morning at ten-thirty and is glad to wel- 
come all who can assist in this work. 
Bring a box lunch, and tea and coffee 
will be served from the kitchen at noon. 


THE UNITARIAN’S IDEA OF GOD 
The third of the series of sermons on 
the distinctive teachings of the Unitarian 
Church will be given next Sunday un- 
der the title, “What Do Unitarians Think 
About God?” = 
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WHY I AM A UNITARIAN 


Because my parents were before me? 
Observation leads me to believe that the 
religion of the majority of people us- 
ually follows that of their forebears. 

It was not so with my dear mother.* 
Born of a strict Presbyterian family, all 
of her youth and school life she absorbed 
the principles of that sect. 


She was married at an early age and the 
care and education of her children op- 
ened her eyes to the responsibilities of 
life. She shrank from the harsh tenets 
of the Presbyterian faith, and in the 
reaction there was a natural tendency to 
the other extreme. After passing through 
a period of doubt and conscientious 
seeking for the truth she became a de- 
voted follower of Channing. 


The atmosphere of the little city in 
the “Western Reserve,” so called, was 
distinctly orthodox, and even the chil- 
dren of the Severence family could not 
fail to observe that they were tabooed 
because of their supposed lack of relig- 
ious training. 

There was no church of liberal ten- 
dencies within reach, but extensive read- 
ing and frequent contact with visitors 
from the east served to supply the need. 
Madame Severance kept open house to 
scores of the more liberal thinkers. The 
lectures were popular at the time and 
presented many of the most eminent 
thinkers of the country. 


A residence of some years in Boston 
brought the opportunity of meeting many 
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of the intellectual lights of the period. 
It was a time of growth and education 
for the whole family. Sermons by Theo- 
dore Parker, Starr King, and Edward 
Everett Hale, as well as many others, 
furnished stimulating food for thought. 

In his teens the writer had the pleas- 
ure of attending a noted school at Con- 
cord where he lived in the family of 
Bronson Alcott. Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
who had just returned with his family 
from many years’ residence abroad, was 
the next door neighbor, and Emerson 
lived only a short distance down the 
road. The children of these families 
were congenial school and play-mates. 
The atmosphere of the group and of the 
historic little village was both stimulat- 
ing and restful. 

Later in California, the wise words of 
that tower of strength, Horatio Stebbins, 
and his successor the present minister of 
the First Unitarian Church of San Fran- 
cisco, Caleb S. S. Dutton, confirmed and 
encouraged the attitude of the maturer 
man. 

On his return to Los Angeles after 
many years’ absence, it was gratifying 
to see the prosperity of the little society 
which had its first meeting in my mother’s 
parlor, and which now is fittingly housed 
in a most convenient and attractive home, 
and which, under the able direction of 
Mr. Backus, is rapidly becoming a lead- 
ing factor in the development of the com- 
munity. 

It may be gathered that it would be 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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“What Do Unitarians Believe About God?” 


10:50 A. M. 


“Geneva, The Crucible of World Thinking” 


8:00 P. M. 
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Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:60 A. M. 

The Church School provides classes 
for children of all ages and offers orig- 
inal presentation in the course of study. 
The School opens promptly at ten o’clock 
and the children are urged to be in their 
places at that time. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Continuing his discussion of the au- 
thorship of the books of the New Tes- 
tament, Dr. Bullard will speak on the 
authorship of the books credited to John; 
the Fourth Gospel, the Epistles of John 
and Revelation. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Mr. Harold Story, Editor of the Ingle- 
wood Californian, who has appeared be- 
fore the Study Class many times, will 
speak again to this group on the sub- 
ject “The Logical and Psychological Ab- 
surdity of Argument About Immortali- 
ty.” This subject was suggested by the 
debate which took place at The Fellow- 
ship meeting on last Sunday, and all who 
heard that discussion will want to hear 
Mr. Story. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. Busick, who is County Organizer 
for the Socialist Party, will speak to The 
Fellowship on the subject “Socialism in 
its Relation to World Problems.” 

Members of the cabinet are asked to 
meet at 8:45 Sunday morning. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


difficult for me to avoid being a Unitarian 
without showing ingratitude, a lack of 
appreciation and understanding. Aside 
from this, however, Unitarianism appeals 
to me because of its tolerance, its free- 
dom, its encouragement of individual 
thinking, its absence of creed or formal 
ritual, its common sense. 

Because of these and the precepts of 
my dear mother, I accept it as the best 
of the religions offered to man for his 
guidance and comfort. 

J. S. SEVERANCE. 
* * * 

*The Late Madame Severance, Foun- 
der of the Los Angeles Unitarian Church 
and the Friday Morning Club. 


IN LOVE WITH THE WORLD 


I am in love with the world; by my 
constitution I have nestled lovingly in 
it. It has been my home. It has been 
my point of outlook in the universe. I 
have not bruised myself against it nor 
tried to use it ignobly. I have tilled its 
soil, I have gathered its harvests, I have 
waited upon its seasons and have always 
reaped what I have sown. 


While I have delved, I have not lost 
sight of the sky overhead. While I gath- 
ered its bread and meat for my body, I 
did not neglect to gather its bread and 
meat for my soul. I have climbed its 
mountains, roamed its forests, sailed its 
waters, crossed its deserts, felt the sting 
of its frosts, the oppression of its heat, 
and always have joy and beauty waited 
upon my going and coming. 


—John Burroughs, Naturalist. 


After all, the most natural beauty in 
the world is honesty and moral truth; for. 
all beauty is truth. True features make 
the beauty of a face, and true proportions 
the beauty of architecture, as true meas- 
ures that of harmony and music. In 
poetry, which is all fable, truth still is 
the perfection. 

—Shaftesbury._ 
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THE ESSENTIAL NATURE OF 
RELIGION 


Religion in the best sense of the word, 
is the devotion of the heart and will to 
some great ideal in life. It is the univer- 
sal war against sin and wrong, greatly 
and imaginatively conceived. It is the 
divine urge in the human breast—“the 
life of God in the soul of man.” It 
summons men from their haphazard, ani- 
mal life, rescues them from their pas- 
sions, is never without the sense that 
they need correction, adjustment, salva- 
tion. Its presence means emancipation 
from the cares and fears of worldliness, 
release from anxious, burdened moods, a 
new tranquilization, poise of spirit, 
power; a widening of horizons, an easing 
of strain, an inner resourcefulness and 
stability. The individual loses himself 
in a larger life and thereby finds that 
life has more dignity and worth. 

Religion, if it be worthy the name, al- 
ways brings this sense of revelation, of 
profounder insight into the meaning of 
things, a new evaluation and perspective 
.... There is a way to live—it has been 
found over and over again by this saint 
and that—that enobles life and gives it 
a heavenly radiance; it is of the pathos 
of human existence that so few have 
caught the vision, so few have learned the 
precious secret that might be the heri- 
tage of all. 

There are many possible attitudes tow- 
ard life. A man may be cowed and des- 
pairing, he may be unemotional, indiffer- 
ent, sodden; he may be rebellious, or cy- 
nical, or frivolous, or melancholy. There 
is the rake, who makes of life a de- 
bauch; there is the Epicurean, who makes 
of it a dainty pursuit of enjoyment; 
there is the humorist, who makes of it 
a joke. To all these attitudes religion 
is sharply opposed. The religious atti- 
tude, through all its variations, is an 
earnest, aspiring attitude. It seeks to 
wean men from their haphazard, hand-to- 
mouth existence, to save them from the 
satiety and heart-hunger that are inevi- 
tably engendered by selfish and sensual, 


and even by trivial and flabby living. 
Sad it may sometimes be, when con- 
fronted by the ineffaceable pain and dis- 
illusions of life, ecstatic and _ light- 
hearted it may be in the brighter mo- 
ments; but it is always serious, demand- 
ing restraint of conduct and discipline 
of will. 

It may be thought that this is too sim- 
ple a matter to constitute religion. Re- 
ligion does not exist to persuade men to 
believe something unnatural and a mys- 
tery; it exists to express and keep before 
them those natural ideals which they do 
in their better moments believe in, but 
tend forever to forget; to make them, in 
despite of temptation and inertia and 
wilfulness, steadily remember and care 
for and obey them. To reinforce the 
weak voice of these ideals men need to 
make a religion of them, to devote them- 
selves to their commands with ardor, 
and become possessed by them. Not 
only must the mind be convinced, the 
heart must be won, the imagination 
stirred, the ideal which the needs and 
conditions of our life prescribe must be 
thought of not as a yoke, to be heavily 
and grudgingly obeyed, but as a vision to 
be passionately loved and followed. And 
religion, because it does that for man, 
is the greatest and most beautiful thing 
in his life. 

Durant Drake, 
From “Problems of Religion.” 


QUESTION BOX 


In addition to the meetings Thursday 
nights at 8:00 o’clock for the purpose of 
discussing the sermon of the preceding 
Sunday it has been decided to institute 
a question box for the period of the 
Extension Program. Anyone desiring to 
ask a question concerning the church or 
any point in the minister’s address may 
put it in writing and drop it in the box 
which will be found on the secretary’s 
desk in the vestibule. It will be ans- 
wered the following Sunday from the 
pulpit. 
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ALLIANCE LUNCHEON 


The regular Birthday Luncheon will 
will be held on Thursday, November 7th. 
Members having birthdays in November 
are invited to sit at the Birthday table. 


The luncheon speaker will be Mrs. 
Charles H. Richmond, former president 
of the Hollywood Woman’s Club, and 
prominent in affairs pertaining to Inter- 
nationalism. Her subject will be “Prog- 
ress in World Friendship.” 


It is very necessary that you make your 
reservation for the luncheons. Please 
send word to the church office by Tues- 
day noon, November 5th. Do your part 
in making the luncheon a success by co- 
operating to this extent. 


MAN 


There is no point on which the Uni- 
tarian differs so profoundly from the 
orthodox as in his conception of man, 
The sermon for Sunday, November 10th 
will be on “What Do Unitarians Think 
About Man?” 


17 NEW MEMBERS 


Good progress is being made in con- 
nection with 
Program in enrolling new members. To 
date signed the book 
which is open every Sunday at the front 
of the church following the service. 
During the month of November, Mrs. 
Mary E. Fox will preside at the book. 


the Unitarian Extension 


seventeen have 


DRINKING FOUNTAIN FOR PATIO 


Mr. Backus announced from the pulpit 
on Sunday that the Trustees wished to 
establish a drinking fountain in the pat- 
io at a cost of $125, and that they would 
be glad to have it as a memorial or gift 
from some member of the congregation. 
Before the service was over a note was 
received at the pulpit stating that the 
fountain would be provided, but asked 
that the name of the donor be not an- 
nounced. 


THE HALL OF FAME 


Hundreds of persons on Sunday eager- 
ly scanned the faces in the Hall of Fame 
now established in the patio of the 
church. The universal verdict is that 
the pictures are most striking and that 
arrangements should be made to have 
a permanent exhibit of them. They will 
be kept in place every day that the 
weather permits during the period of the 
Unitarian Extension Program. Every 
visitor recieves a catalogue of the pic- 
tures and a copy of the flier on “Unitar- 
ians and the Hall of Fame.” The coop- 
eration of the congregation is solicited in 
giving the exhibit the widest possible 
publicity. Inform your friends of it, or, 
better still, invite them to accompany 
you on a visit to it. Two of the best pic- 
tures escaped general notice because of 
their location, in the base of the tower. 
Look for them the next time you are at 
church. 


TAXES 


For the first time the church has been 
presented with a tax bill on personal 
property,—the furnishings of the church. 
This amounts to $250. It is an item not 
included in our budget and as we are 
pressed for funds the treasurer hopes that 
some persons in the congregation will 
add to their contributions in sufficient 
amounts to cover this bill. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
Mr. and Mrs. O. W. Orlander provided 
flowers for the service on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 27th. 


The flowers for November 3rd are fur- 
nished by Mrs. R. C. Gillis. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held at 7:00 
o’clock on Monday evening, November 
4th, in the church parlor. 
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ROOM 

To try—by word, by deed, by life it- 
self—to make plain to some other quest- 
ing. soul our own vision of what consti- 
tutes perfection—that is religion. 

Your vision and mine imay vary by 
ever so much or ever so little, but they 
are not likely to be identical. Moreover, 
your ideal and mine today may not be 
those of yesterday nor tomorrow. Our 
goals move with us. Yesterday we thought 
we were saying the final and clinching 
word. Today we have climbed a little 
higher, attained a new horizon, realized 
that the last word still eludes us. 

Because of this we may not be what 
the short-sighted call consistent. If our- 
self of today does not agree with ourself 
of yesterday, it is even surer that two 
of us will not always, in the shallow 
sense, agree with each other. No creed 
can be cut to fit both of us at one time 
or even one of us all the time. We are 
like sailors who, having set upon a desti- 
nation, cannot reach it by sailing in a 
direct line but must veer first to the 
right and then to the left. 

It is because the Unitarian Church 
recognizes this fact that I am a member 
of that church. It furnishes sea-room for 
those who are struggling toward the 
truth—elbow room for those who seek 
to grow. 

Lorra Woops, 

Scenario Editor for Douglas Fairbanks. 


The fourth in a series on the subject 
“Why I Am a Unitarian,” contributed by 


members of our church. These articles 
appear every week for the duration of 
our Extension Program. 


WHAT DO UNITARIANS BELIEVE 
ABOUT GOD? 

Broadly speaking there are two diver- 
gent schools of thought among us con- 
cerning this great subject. One is known 
as Theist, the other as Humanist. 

The Theists constitute the great ma- 
jority of membership in our churches. 
They have inherited the traditional Uni- 
tarian theology. At the time when the 
Unitarian denomination was born the 
great issue in theology was over the ques- 
tion of the Trinity. The Unitarians were 
the ones who denied the Trinity and in- 
sisted on the Unity of God; hence the 
name “Unitarian” which means one who 
believes that God exists in one person. 
Here you have a specific answer to the 
question as to whether or not Unitarians 
are atheists; the majority of them are 
not, they definitely affirm their belief in 
a supreme being. 

The Theist says that God is the cre- 
ator and sustainer of the Universe; that 
he is imminent in Nature, being the 
power that guides the stars upon their 
courses, spins the shining garments of 
the lily, and creates the upward surge 
within the heart of man. But at the same 
time that God is imminent in his uni- 
verse the Theist says that he transcends 
it; he is more than all he has created. 
He is a unified, self-conscious personality 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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“What Do Unitarians Think About Man?” 
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“What Christianity has done for Civilization, and 
What Civilization has done for Christianity.” 
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Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The Church School provides classes 
for children of all ages and offers origi- 
nal presentation in the course of study. 
The School opens promptly at ten o’clock 
and the children are urged to be in their 
places at that time. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s subject will be “The Pro- 
phetic Gnosis,” a discussion of the ques- 
tion whether or not the prophecies re- 
corded in the Old Testament find ful- 
fillment in the New. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Mr. Harold Story will speak again to 
the Study Class. His subject will be “The 
Physical Aspect of Psychology.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Three members of The Fellowship: 
Metta Beardsworth, Mary Clark and Phil 
Johnson will discuss the Jury System, 
and the advisability of abolishing it. 


CHURCH MUSIC 

Our choir, which is composed of a 
double mixed quartet from the Univer- 
sity A. Cappella Choir, will sing on Sun- 
day morning “Tollite Hostias” from the 
Christmas Oratorio by Saint Saens. This 
selection bears the joyful, jubilant note 
of Christmas. Saint Saens is one of the 
modern composers, having lived between 
1835 and 1921. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
whose essential nature is that of mind. 
It is he who gives direction and meaning 
to life; he guides the growth of the 
world, which we call evolution, to his 
own ends. Everything which happens in 
the Universe is by his will and in accord 
with his divine plan. In his being all the 
ideal qualities which exists in such frag- 
mentary and obscure fashion in human 
life, love, mercy, justice, etc., are to be 
found in the undimmed splendor of per- 
fection. For the Theist, God is not simply 
an answer to the intellectual questing 
for the why of the universe, but meets 
the emotional needs of man as well. He 
is the Cosmic Friend with whom it is 
possible for man to have communion; 
indeed, the very essence of religion for 


the Theist consists in this fellowship with 
God. 


We turn now to the Humanists. The 
study of psychology and the social sci- 
ences has shown them how the idea of 
God came to be, and they are convinced 
that this idea persists in our modern life, 
not because it conforms to the facts 
which we know about the universe, but 
because of our emotional attachment to 
it. The research of astronomers and 
physicists presents to us a universe that 
is scarcely to be interpreted in terms of 
the human intellect. It is being forced 
home upon us that it is preposterous for 
us to take our intelligence as the yard 
stick with which to measure the universe, 
und to make God in the image of our 
own minds. 

The Humanist is one in whom this 
consequence of modern knowledge has 
found lodgment. He says it is possible 
that there may be a Supreme Being, 
such as the Theist conceives, but if so 
he is of such a different order than our- 
selves that we cannot hope to have any 
genuine understanding of him, any true 
commerce with him. It seems more prob- 
able to the Humanist that nature is self- 
sustaining, and that we do not need the 
hypothesis of a power behind it, which 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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is guiding all things. The Humanist in- 
clines to the philosophy of Naturalism. 
He recognizes that he himself is a pro- 
duct of a vast order of nature. Science 
is telling him more and more about the 
way Nature functions but it nowhere re- 
veals to him Cosmic Companion. 

These two widely divergent points of 
view can exist side by side in our 
churches because the supremely import- 
ant thing to the Unitarian is the method 
by which he endeavors to arrive at the 
truth, and not the particular doctrines 
which he happens to espouse at the mo- 
ment. We have reached the stage where 
we must progressively adjust our ideas 
all the time to the new knowledge that 
is flooding in upon us. To do this re- 
quires a plastic mind. We must keep 
ourselves young, always ready to accept 
new truth as an angel from heaven. The 
great difference between science and re- 
ligion has been that in religion the ad- 
vent of each new truth has been looked 
upon as a disaster and the necessary re- 
adjustment has been made reluctantly, 
postponed as long as possible; whereas 
in science each new truth has been ac- 
claimed as a triumph, eagerly welcomed 
and made use of. We of the Unitarian 
church covet that same attitude of mind 
for religion and earnestly seeking to 
establish it as our way of life. 

E. Burpetre Backus, 


THINK TRULY 


Thou must be true thyself, 

If thou the true wouldst teach; 
Thy soul must overflow, if thou 
Another’s soul wouldst reach. 
The overflow of heart it needs 
To give the lips full speech. 


Think truly, and thy thoughts 

Shall the world’s famine feed; 
Speak truly, and each word of thine 
Shall be a fruitful seed; 

Live truly, and thy life shall be 

A great and noble creed. 


—Horatius Bonar. 


THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 

In an age when editorial freedom is 
passing, when vigor of expression and va- 
riety of content are the exception rather 
than the rule, it is a significant fact that 
many leaders of public opinion, scientists, 
editors, ministers of other denominations, 
and thousands of men and women of all 
ages, in every walk of life are apprecia- 
tive readers of our Church paper—THE 
CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 

Members and friends of our parish 
now have the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with THE REGISTER at a 
special introductory rate of five months 
for one dollar. Curtis W. Reese, formerly 
secretary of the Western Conference, says 
that no Unitarian household can afford to 
be without it. Your name and one dollar 
given to the church secretary will provide 
you with this interesting weekly denomi- 
national paper. Don’t delay handing in 
your subscription that you may not miss 
any of the numbers. 


ATTENDANCE 

During the month of September the 
average attendance at the Sunday morn- 
ing service was 338 and during October 
only 328. However, the unusually large 
attendance at the opening service in Sep- 
tember (533) brought the September 
average up, and the figures for October 
show a much more uniform attendance. 


“What Do Unitarians Think About the 
Bible?” will be the subject of the address 
by Mr. Backus on Sunday morning, No- 
vember 10th. 


THE TELESCOPE 
The observatory is open each Sunday 
evening for an hour preceding the lec- 
ture. Mr. Wade announces that on next 


Sunday evening the Moon and Jupiter 
will be visible. 


Men in the mass probably get their 
philosophy from their conduct, and when 
they have been mean they are cynical. 

W. A. Wuite. 
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CHURCH DINNER 

Arrangements have been made _ to 
have a church dinner the night of Wed- 
nesday, the 20th of this month. The pro- 
gram for the evening will be on the sub- 
ject of World Peace. A number of dis- 
tinguished speakers are to be invited to 
give short addresses. 
be announced in the next issue of the 
Tickets for the 
dinner are 50 cents and will be on sale 
following the service Sunday. 


Their names will 


Los Angeles Unitarian. 


DOES THIS APPEAL TO YOU? 

We want to establish the pictures from 
the “Hall of Fame” as a permanent part 
of the church equipment. They cost $8.50 
each, including the frame. It has been 
proposed that the members of the con- 
gregation be offered the opportunity of 
giving them to the church. There will 
be 23 pictures in the completed collec- 
tion. Will 23 members volunteer to con- 
tribute one each? You can specify which 
one you desire to go as your gift. If 
you are interested consult the church 
secretary. 


FINANCES 

The Treasurer’s report at the last Trus- 
tees’ meeting indicated that we are going 
to come to the end of the year with a 
deficit of $1200. We want to reduce this 
amount as much as possible and the 
members of the congregation are asked 
to be generous in their contributions 
during the next two months. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 
All young adults of the congregation 
are invited to a “get-together” meeting in 
the church parlor on Sunday evening, 
November 10th, at six-thirty. Plans for 
a continuation of the Sunday Night Club 
will be discussed. 


HUMANIST SERMONS 
We have on hand six copies of “Hu- 
manist Sermons,” which we are able to 
sell for $1.50 each. Inquire of the Sec- 
retary. 


SHOULD IT BE SUPPRESSED? 


The Chritsian Scientists are trying to 
suppress the sale of Dakin’s recent “Life 
of Mary Baker Eddy”. Mr. Mangasarian 
will discuss their effort to do this in a 
prelude to his address of Sunday night. 


UNITARIAN LITERATURE 


A short list of books and articles on 
Unitarianism which are to be found in 
the Public Library has been prepared 
for distribution. You will find copies of 
it on the table for the free distribution 
of literature. Help yourself and pass the 
list on to friends. 


RABBI ERNEST TRATTNER 


The author of “Unraveling the Book 
of Books” which was selected by the Re- 
ligious Book of the Month Club as one of 
its volumes, and also by the Free Thought 
Club, will give a ten minute address on 
his book Sunday morning prior to the 
sermon. Rabbi Trattner is an interesting 
and forceful speaker. Invite your friends 
to hear him tell the story of the Higher 
Criticism. 


DRAMART 


Rehearsals are under way on the next 
production, presenting three one-act plays 
written by the director, Paul Fort. A 
three-act play was almost ready for pre- 
sentation but due to copyrights, had to 
be given up. For this reason the Dramart 
has adopted a policy of presenting for 
the most part original plays. 

The plays will be given the week of 
November 25th. They are: “Innocula- 
tion,” “Phosphorus”, and “Sugar.” 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Thursday, November 14th, is Social Ser- 
vice day and the women are invited to 
lend a hand with the sewing. Each pro- 
vides her own lunch and hot drinks are 
served from the kitchen. Mrs. Brewer 
will be in the sewing room at ten-thirty. 
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WHAT UNITARIANS THINK 
ABOUT MAN 

The old theological view of man 
represented him as created by God. He 
was originally perfect, as becomes the 
handiwork of God, but he fell from his 
perfect state by his own sin, and now 
every person born into the world is by 
nature sinful and deserving “God’s wrath 
and damnation.” It is man’s chief busi- 
ness on earth to win salvation for his soul 
which he can do only by faith in Christ 
as the Son of God who makes atonement 
for his sin. 

This theory of the nature of man which 
has dominated the Christian centuries 
and is unfortunately propagated even to- 
day, is entirely rejected by the Unitarian. 
He believes it to be the answer to the 
riddle of man’s existence given by men 
in ages long past who, without adequate 
material to work with, retired into the 
fastness of their own minds, spun the 
answer out of their imaginations and 
then erected it into a system for which 
they claimed the authority of God. To 
the Unitarian it seems nothing more than 
a theological monster which has unfor- 
tunately survived into our day. Its only 
legitimate place of residence is out in 
the Museum at Exposition Park along 
with the bones of the prehistoric beasts 
dug up from the La Brea pits. It ought 
to feel entirely at home with the saber- 
toothed tiger. 

In the place of the rejected theological 
picture the Unitarian accepts the one 
painted for him by modern science as a 
result of the painstaking study of many 


men, over a long period of years, in 
examining the evidence and formulating 
a theory in harmony with the facts ob- 
served. This picture is known as evolu- 
tion. It tells us the story of how, by a 
gradual process of growth, man _ has 
arisen from the animal forms below him. 
He is the highest animal which the pro- 
cess of evolution has brought into being 
on this earth, The Unitarian accepts 
this account of the origin of man with 
perfect equanimity and is free from that 
emotional reaction which the theory of 
evolution provokes in the minds of those 
who are still under the influence of the 
traditional theological concepts. 

While there are many persons today 
who have come to accept tranquilly the 
substitution of the evolutionary account 
of the origin of man for the theological 
one they are not ready to accept cer- 
tain further consequences of the scien- 
tific study of man’s nature. The findings 
of the psychologists are more disturbing 
than those of the biologists. Almost no 
psychologist today believes in the soul 
as a spiritual entity apart from the body. 
These specialists in the study of the 
mind are almost universally agreed that 
the idea of the soul is a relic of the 
theological tradition and that it must be 
abandoned because it does not conform 
to the facts. They are convinced that 
mind and body are a unit and that if 
we are to retain the word soul at all it 
can be only to describe the organization 
of the inner capacities which enables the 
individual to function at a high level of 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School provides classes for 
children of all ages and offers original 
presentation in the course of study. The 
School opens promptly at ten o’clock 
and the children are urged to be in their 
places at that time. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will begin a new series of 
lectures on the life of Jesus. The sub- 
ject for this Sunday will be “Jesus the 
Man.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

The talks on Psychology will be con- 
tinued with Mr. Harold Story as leader. 
His subject will be “The Psychology of a 
Conservative.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. B. Ram, a student from India 
who is attending U. S. C. will speak to 
The Fellowship on “India, Past and 
Present.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
life; soul is an achievement, not a native 
endowment. 

Now, the Unitarian is one who be- 
lieves in facing the facts, in squaring his 
theory with the established truth. If it 
should prove to be the case that the psy- 
chologists are right in their description 
of the nature of the soul the Unitarian 
will feel constrained to accept it just 


as he accepts the doctrine of evolution. 
There are reputable thinkers who are 
convinced that the psychologists are mis- 
taken and that it will eventually be es- 
tablished that the older notion of the 
soul as an entity capable of existence 
apart from the body is more nearly in 
accord with the facts than the current 
opinion of the psychologists. We must, 
however, keep our minds open on this 
point and if necessary be ready to make 
the required readjustment in our picture 
of the nature of man. 


We learn what man is, not alone from 
biology and psychology, but also from 
the social sciences, from anthropology 
and from history. These tell us a great 
many important things about him; some 
of them flattering and some quite the 
reverse. Man as he actually is presents 
a curious mixture of strength and weak- 
ness, of vice and virtue, of sordidness 
and idealism. The Unitarian seeks to 
get a realistic picture; he wants to know 
what man really is so that he may not 
be mislead by false theory concerning 
his “original nature” or betrayed by an 
unwarranted optimism concerning his 
future. 


Our position is not unlike that of the 
architect who requires specialists to pro- 
vide him with accurate knowledge con- 
cerning all the materials which he pro- 
poses to use in the building for which 
he is drawing the plans; his purpose de- 
mands that he shall know the strength of 
steel girders, how concrete will behave 
under different conditions, and a host of 
similar things, but all these things are 
subordinate to the grand objective of 
rearing a beautiful and dignified struc- 
ture which shall serve the human pur- 
pose for which it is intended. Even so 
the Unitarian demands accurate knowl- 
edge of what man is, not simply as an 
end in itself, but that he may use his in- 
formation as a means for the develop- 
ment of man in the future. 

We have caught a vision of human na- 
ture as it might be were its inherent — 
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possibilities properly developed. We 
know that man is practically omnipotent 
on this planet and that his future is in 
his own hands. It is the part of wisdom 
to study the material available, know 
its defects as well as its strength; discover 
the methods whereby it can be purged 
of its dross, refined, wrought into nobler 
substance; and then to set about delib- 
erately building the finer life we have 
seen in our vision. It is here that the 
Unitarian finds the substance of his re- 
ligion. Any service rendered in all the 
wide world which makes human life 
happier and richer, especially anything 
which contributes to the progress of hu- 
manity, the Unitarian gladly acclaims as 
a part of his religion. As Joseph H. Al- 
den lecturing to the students in the Har- 
vard Divinity School nearly fifty years 
ago stated: “Our great, our real religious 
task is to aid in the unfolding of human 
nature, society, and life, toward the high- 
est, noblest, fairest forms of which they 
are capable.” 

Permit me to conclude with a per- 
sonal confession of faith. I believe in 
man. I sing with Swinburne: “Glory to 
man in the highest!” I honor him for 
the sturdy quality of his manhood which 
has brought him along the difficult path 
from barbarism to civilization; I honor 
him for the pure gold of his character 
which even the multitude of his vices 
cannot obscure; I reverence him for his 
great sons and daughters who ever and 
again arise to reveal the grandeur of 
which he is capable. I do not worship 
him; I worship that which he may be- 
come, the ideal which ever lures him 
on. I believe in his future. The fiery 
heart of my religious faith consists of the 
passionate identification of my own life 
with that of humanity as it marches into 
the future. I dare to believe that even 
now in the midst of the chaos and con- 
flict of our existence there is being 
forged the frame work of the “Great 
Society” of the future which in ever 
fuller measure shall offer completeness 
of life to men. Once more I lift the 


voice of faith and cry aloud, “I believe 
in Man!” E. Burpetre Backus. 


PICTURES AS GIFTS 

It was proposed last week that members 
of the congregation pay for the pictures 
which appear in our Hall of Fame and 
present them to the church. Nine have 
responded and the following pictures 
have been chosen as their gifts: John 
Quincy Adams, Mr. H. B. Brackett; Agas- 
siz, Mrs. Louis R. Kern; Channing, Mrs. 
Mary D. Greble; Peter Cooper, Mrs. L. 
N. Anderson; Franklin and Maria Mit- 
chell, Mr. A. Wade; Jefferson, The Fel- 
lowship; Longfellow, H. R. LeGrange; 
John Marshall, Mrs. Mary A. R. Henry. 

This offer will remain open for a short 
time only, and if you desire to contribute 
one of the pictures as a permanent part 
of the church equipment, please see the 
secretary and specify which one you 
wish named as your gift. The price is 
$8.50 each. 


CHURCH DINNER 

Much thought has been given to the ar- 
rangement of the “International Pro- 
gram” which is to follow the church din- 
ner on Wednesday evening, November 
20th. Mr. Mangasarian will be one of 
the speakers and others will be an- 
nounced on Sunday. We are indebted to 
the Sutro-Seyler Studio for the musical 
program which will consist of violin se- 
lections by Purcell Mayer, noted K. F. I. 
artist, and piano numbers by Eugene List, 
a ten year old boy who made a reputa- 
tion for himself when he played with the 
Philharmonic Orchestra recently. Sev- 
eral of the foreign consuls have been in- 
vited to the dinner as our guests, and al- 
together it promises to be a most happy 
and interesting occasion. ‘The program, 
which will be held in the church audi- 
torium, is open to the public, but seats 
will be reserved for those who have at- 
tended the dinner. 

The ticket sale is very brisk, and you 
are urged to secure your tickets at once 
as it is very evident the supply will be 
exhausted well in advance of the dinner. 
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SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Meetings of the Sunday Night Club 
have been resumed and all young adult 
persons in the congregation are invited 
to attend. The group meets in the church 
parlor on Sunday evenings at 6:30 for 
an informal social time. Light refresh- 
ments are served and a small sum is 
charged to cover the expense. The ob- 
ject of this club is to foster sociability, 
and you are urged to use this means of 
getting acquainted with other members 
of the congregation. 


DRAMART PRODUCTIONS 

During the last week of November the 
Dramart Workshop will present three 
one-act plays written by the director, 
Paul Fort. They are to be given each 
evening of that week in order that every- 
one may have an opportunity to become 
acquainted with the work that is being 
done. No charge is made for admittance 
but an offering is taken to defray the 
expense of production. 

On Friday night of this week, No- 
vember 15th, Miss Genevieve Logan, a 
noted actress and an authority on dic- 
tion, will meet with the members of 
Dramart and speak on matters pertaining 
to their work. Visitors are welcome at 
this meeting. 


FINANCES 

There is only one more month in the 
church year and the officers are anxious 
that all pledges be met in full by De- 
cember 15th. If you are in arrears will 
you not make a special effort to meet the 
balance by that date? 

With all pledges paid there will still 
be a deficit of approximately $1200 
which will have to be borrowed if it 
cannot be made up within the organiza- 
tion. We appeal to your generosity! 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
Mrs. Effie Goff furnished the flowers 
for the service on November 10th. The 


flowers on November 17th are in mem- 
ory of Mrs. Carrie O. Richards. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


At eleven o’clock on Thursday morn- 
ing, November 21, the International Re- 
lations department will hold their reg- 
ular monthly meeting. The subject will 
be “India.” This will be followed by 
luncheon at 12:30 at which time Miss 
Ververka, Supervisor of Kindergartens in 
Los Angeles will be the speaker. 

At 2 P. M. Mrs. O. B. Manchester will 
have the program, and will give a re- 
view of current books, drama and events. 

The year books are on sale for 25¢ 
each. Each member of the Alliance 
ought to have one of these books. Mem- 
bership dues are payable to the treas- 
urer, Mrs. Stella B. Wright. 

Please bear this in mind! You are 
always expected to make a reservation 
for the luncheons if your name does not 
appear on the permanent reservation 
list. ee 

THURSDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

Mr. Backus is glad to receive, on 
Thursday evenings at eight o’clock, in 
the church parlor, any who wish to dis- 
cuss the sermon of the previous Sunday. 
Mr. Backus also invites you to drop 
questions in the question box which is 
found on the secretary’s table. He will 
answer these questions from the pulpit 
the following Sunday. 


NEXT SUNDAY’S SERMON 
The subject of the address on Sunday 
morning, November 24th, will be “What 
Do Unitarians Think About Jesus?” 


SUNDAY MORNING MUSIC 
We continue to enjoy the music by our 
choir which is a double mixed quartet 
from the University A Capella Choir. 
Their special number this week will be 
“Ave Verum Corpus” by William Byrd 
(1543-1623). This motet, to a Latin text, 
is by England’s first great composer. It 
is simple in style, almost to the point 
of severity, but is extremely moving in 
its pathos. Mrs. Ada Marsh Chick, the 
church organist, gives a ten minute organ 

prelude each Sunday morning. ; 
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WHAT DO UNITARIANS THINK 
ABOUT THE BIBLE? 

The answer to this question is that the 
Unitarian rejects completely the ortho- 
dox dogma that the Bible is the word of 
God, and maintains to the contrary, that 
it is entirely the work of man. It is hu- 
man, not supernatural. 

Behind this answer lies the whole his- 
tory of modern Biblical scholarship. An 
army of students has been busily en- 
gaged for many years searching out the 
true story of how we got the Bible. They 
are well agreed in their conclusions. Re- 
duced to the minimum the story told by 
the scholars is this. The Bible is an an- 
thology selected by a natural process out 
of the literature produced by the Hebrew 
people from 1200 B. C. to 150 A. D, It 
was written by a large number of au- 
thors most of whom cannot be identified. 
The material in it was edited and re- 
edited. Gradually the idea was estab- 
lished that these particular fragments 
were the word of God and that the re- 
mainder was of a lower order. 

The orthodox believer is either igno- 
rant of this story or he shuts his eyes to 
its significance. The result is that he 
cherishes many mistaken notions about 
the Bible. He is unaware that the ma- 
terial in it was not written in the order 
in which it now appears; he has no con- 
ception of the manner in which the text 
has been corrupted and altered as it has 
been handed down from generation to 
generation; he is unaware of the different 
readings of the same text to be found in 
the various versions now in use by dif- 
ferent Christian groups; he has no prop- 


er understanding of the fact that the 
Bible is simply one among the Holy 
Books of the world and that the be- 
lievers in these other books make for 
them the same claim of supernatural 
origin and authority which are made for 
the Bible. 

The sad consequence of this ignorance 
concerning the true nature of the Bible 
has been to erect it into a formidable 
barrier to the progress of humanity. The 
mistaken idea that it is the word of God 
has made it authoritative in all fields of 
human thought with the result that it 
has imposed the standards of a barbarous 
age on succeeding centuries. To quote 
the words of Prof. Bury, “The truth is 
that sacred books are an obstacle to mor- 
al and religious progress, because they 
consecrate the ideas of a given epoch 
and its customs, as divinely appointed. 
Christianity, by adopting the books of a 
long past age, placed in the path of hu- 
man development a particularly nasty 
obstacle.” 

It is only when we have a true un- 
dertsanding of the origin and nature of 
the Bible that we are in a position to 
form a fair judgment of its contents and 
make proper use of them. We then rec- 
ognize that we have in this body of lit- 
erature a valuable source book for the 
study of the evolution of human society, 
and especially the evolution of religion. 
It is not the kind of material to place in 
the hands of children because it reflects 
too clearly the cruelty and the vulgarity 
of the ages which produced it. Much 
of it is dull and uninteresting, profitable 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

Interest and attendance continue to 
grow. The children are enjoying their 
work under the able direction of a se- 
lected corps of teachers. The school has 
made a gift of a picture to the church— 
that of Francis Parkman, one of the men 
whose bust appears in the Hall of Fame. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Continuing his lectures on the life of 
Jesus, Dr. Bullard will have as his sub- 
ject this week “Jesus the Healer.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Mr. Harold Story of Inglewood is giv- 
ing a series of lectures on Psychology. 
The subject for this Sunday will be “The 
Psychology of a Radical.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

“Heaven and Hell: the orthodox con- 
ception contrasted with the Unitarian 
ideas” will be discused by three mem- 
bers of The Fellowship, Charlotte Lath- 
rop, Mary Anderson and _ Lawrence 
Beebe. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


only to the special student. On the other 
hand it contains many stories of vital 


human interest. Unfortunately these 
stories have been given an exaggerated 
importance because they have been 


found in the Bible. There is no inherent 
reason why the lives of Moses, David 


and Paul are more deserving of our study 
than the lives of Jefferson, Emerson and 
Lincoln. 

There are some passages in the Bible 
which command our admiration because 
of their artistic merit. This is notably 
true of the best of the Psalms and some 
of the passages in the book of Job. There 
are also to be found in its pages many 
pithy sentences which stick in the mind 
like burrs in sheep’s wool; they will live 
because of this quality. 


But the chief value of the Bible is to 
be found in the ethical idealism of the 
prophets. Jesus is to be included in their 
number. The circumstances of life 
among the Hebrews conspired to con- 
centrate the attention of their finest 
minds on the problems of human con- 
duct. They thought deeply and felt pro- 
foundly on the relations between man 
and man. The result is that we have in 
the writings of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and 
their like, clear cut and moving state- 
ments that righteousness, justice, mercy, 
and peace are the supremely important 
concerns of religion and that human life 
cannot be established on a secure basis 
until these qualities are everywhere made 
the rule. 


Prof. Hutcheon has recently stated that 
the “intuition of the Hebrew prophets 
is the greatest contribution ever made 
by a small group of men to the moral 
idealism of the western world.” To be 
sure the progressive thinkers of our own 
day find it more profitable to express 
their moral idealism in human rather 
than in theological language, but that 
need not obscure the fact that we owe a 
great debt of gratitude to these bold 
spirits of long ago who were the pre- 
cursors of our modern social idealism. 
Unfortunately the prophets have not 
exercised nearly as much influence in the 
world of religion as their traditional op- 
ponents, the priests. These latter have 
always offered the easier salvation to be 
found in creed and ceremony in place 
of the difficult discipline of the inner 
life demanded by the former. The relig- 
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ion of the priests has always been popu- 
lar; the prophets are still a voice crying 
in the wilderness. 


I have been asked why we no longer 
have the Bible on the reading desk in 
our church. The answer is that the Bible 
is not an adequate symbol of our relig- 
ious position. There is much in it that 
we find of value, but there is much more 
that we find useless or positively vicious. 
Why should we give such material a 
place of honor? Furthermore why should 
we exclude a multitude of passages from 
other sources which our judgment tells 
us are every bit as fine as anything in 
the pages of the Bible? This Holy Book 
of the Christian world is too narrow, too 
exclusive to serve as a symbol for a 
people who are trying to make their 
religion as broad as all humanity. 


We do not want any Bible in the 
sense of an authoritative body of super- 
naturally given truths. That is prohib- 
ited by our point of view for we do not 
believe in the supernatural. If we are 
to have any book at all on our reading 
desk as a symbol of our attitude it must 
be one which includes not alone the 
fine ethical idealism of the Old and New 
Testaments, but also the noble statements 
of Buddha and Confucius; the story of 
Socrates and the wisdom of the ancient 
Greeks; the magnificent words of Marcus 
Aurelius; lines from the Rubyiat of 
Omar; the splendor of Shakespeare; the 
humanity of Whitman; yes, and passages 
from the daily press in which the cour- 
age and nobility and idealism of man are 
writ large. All the idealism, the wisdom, 
the aspiration of the world would have 
to be represented there. 

Since there is no single book which 
adequately represents the universal up- 
reach of the human spirit it seems to me 
more profitable, instead of having the 
Holy Book of one people here all the 
time, to bring you Sunday by Sunday 
some passage out of that larger Bible 
which my limited knowledge of its con- 
tents commends as most suitable to the 
occasion. 


“Slowly the Bible of the race is writ 
And not on paper leaves, or leaves of 
stone; 
Each age, each kindred, adds a verse to it, 
Texts of despair or hope or joy or 
moan; 
Still at the prophet’s feet the nations sit.” 
E. Burvetre Backus. 


THE HALL OF FAME 

Only two of the pictures which hang in 
the patio representing our Hall of Fame 
remain unsold. Our people have made 
a splendid response to the suggestion of 
giving this exhibit a permanent place in 
our building, and all the pictures will 
soon be hung showing the names of the 
donors. There are five which have not 
yet been received from New York, but 
we expect to have them early in the 
spring, and they, too, may be presented 
to the church. 

Judging from the number of catalogs 
and folders which have been used since 
this exhibit was placed, approximately 
1500 people have seen these pictures. 
Many of this number visit the patio on 
week days, attracted by the sign as they 
pass the building. The secretary to the 
Director of the Hall of Fame wrote this 
office last week that she had had a letter 
for a man in California who had seen 
the pictures here and complimented her 
on the display. 


That we should do unto others as we 
would have them do unto us—that we 
should respect the rights of others as 
scrupulously as we wouldhave our rights 
respected—is not a mere counsel of per- 
fection in individuals—but it is the law 
to which we must conform social insti- 
tutions and national policy, if we would 
secure the blessings and abundance of 
peace. 

—Henry George. 


KINDERGARTEN 
Parents are invited to leave their small 
children in the kindergarten on the sec- 
ond floor of the church during the morn- 
ing services. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


There will be no meeting of the sew- 
ing group on Thursday the 28th as that 
is Thanksgiving Day. 

You are reminded, however, that this 
department of the Alliance meets every 
Thursday at 10:30 unless otherwise an- 
nounced. Mrs. Brewer deires your as- 
sistance in this important work. 


The Year Books are on sale and every 
member of the Alliance is urged to buy 
one. They are 25c each. 


“SIN IS A MYTH” 


Prof. Harry Elmer Barnes stirred the 
country when, at a meeting of the Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, 
he announced that “sin is a myth.” What 
did he mean? Mr. Backus will speak on 
this subject in the address of December 
Ist, entitled “What Do Unitarians Think 
About Sin?” 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Plans have been made for a program 
of Christmas music to be given by the 
entire A Cappella choir of the University 
of California at Los Angeles. There are 
twenty-four of the young people in this 
choir and their work, under the direction 
of Squire Coop, has commanded wide- 
spread admiration. This program of 
Christmas music will be given as a part 
of our service on Sunday morning, De- 
cember 22nd. The service will be so ar- 
ranged that it will be no longer than 


usual, Plan now to attend on that date. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


A large group met on Sunday night 
for supper and enjoyed the renewal of 
acquaintances made last year as well as 
the making of new ones. The young 
adults of the congregation are cordially 
invited to attend these informal meetings 
and participate in the social events 
planned for the year. Sunday evenings 
at 6:30 in the parlor. 


DRAMART PRODUCTIONS 


The week of November 25th has been 
selected by the Dramart Workshop for 
the production of the three one-act plays 
written and directed by Paul Fort. The 
sets and costumes have been designed 
and made by members of this group, and 
this presentation will have the distinc- 
tion of being entirely original. 

“Innoculation” will have in its cast 
Walter Matthews as Dr. Smith, Ruth New- 
ton as Bertha, and Jack Kirechmeier as 
Judson. Irene Donaldson plays the part 
of the wife in “Sugar”; Harvey Greene 
that of the husband and Phyllis Hunter 
is the maid. In “Phosphorus” will be 
seen Rose Weiner as Peg, Ruth Bennie 
as the mother, and Harold Enfield as 
Larry. 

These plays will be given each even- 
ing of the last week in November at 8:15 
o'clock. There is no admission charge, 
but an offering will be asked to defray 
the expense of production. Please give 
this event good publicity among your 
friends. 


NO MID-WEEK MEETING 


Since next Thursday is Thanksgiving 
there will be no meeting of the dis- 
cussion group of that evening. 


THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 

One of the greatest assets of our liberal 
faith is The Christian Register. A mul- 
titude of enthusiastic readers consider it 
the most interesting and important publi- 
cation they receive. Unique in its sanity 
—fearlessness—high quality of editorial 
and reportorial content, and its refresh- 
ing humor, THE REGISTER is deserved- 
ly termed the most virile religious per- 
iodical in the United States. 


During the month of November, our 
churches are uniting in a country wide 
campaign to enroll additional subscribers 
at a special introductory rate of five 
months for one dollar. Every family in 
the parish is cordially invited to take ad- 
vantage of this offer. 
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WHAT UNITARIANS THINK ABOUT 
JESUS 

Unitarian thought concerning Jesus has 
undergone a striking evolution in the 
past century. Channing spoke of him as 
“the Son of God and Saviour of the 
world.” This language is not to be tak- 
en as an acceptance of the Trinitarian 
view for Channing definitely repudiated 
that. He did, however, hold that Jesus 
was more than human. In the next 
generation we find such leaders as Emer- 
son and Parker insisting on the strict 
humanity of Jesus. He is for them a 
man and nothing more. But he is still 
the ideal man; to quote the language of 
Emerson, “Alone in all history he esti- 
mated the greatness of man. One man 
was true to what is in you and me.” It 
was from this stage of thought that there 
was born the phrase “The Leadership of 
Jesus.” Unitarians believed that in Jesus 
we have the supreme religious genius of 
the race and that we are to look to him 
for guidance. 

But the process of evolution did not 
stop there. The next stage is well repre- 
sented by Dr. C. F. Dole’s book “What 
We Know About Jesus.” A candid exam- 
ination of the New Testament material 
convinced Dr. Dole that there are many 
traits of character ascribed to Jesus which 
are far from ideal and that an enlighten- 
ed conscience will have to reject many of 
his reported ethical teachings. Dr. Dole 
eliminated “the leadership of Jesus” from 
his statement of faith because he felt 
that Jesus is not adequate to the leader- 


Some of our min- 
isters have gone even further in their 
rejection of Jesus and have announced 
that they find him “religiously fruitless.” 
Indeed a few are convinced by the argu- 
ments of those who contend that Jesus 
was not a historic character at all and 


ship of modern life. 


that the whole story about him is a prod- 
uct of the myth-making faculty of man. 

In the light of the conviction of pres- 
ent day scholarship that we do not have 
sufficient material for even the most 
fragmentary “Life of Jesus”, about the 
only thing left for us to do is to examine 
the words reported in the New Testament 
as coming from him to see what value 
they may have in themselves for our age. 
When we do this we are at once struck 
by the great contrasts which exist in this 
material. 
the rest is distinctly inferior. 


Some of it is of a high order; 
Dr. Dole 
estimates that there are only about ten 
small pages that is on a level to commend 
itself to the conscience of today; the re- 
mainder we would reject as unworthy. 
Try this for yourself. Get a copy of 
“The Words of Jesus” and see what im- 
pression they make on you. 

You will find them full of what we 
regard as superstition. The whole tex- 
ture of primitive thought concerning de- 
mons and angels, the division of the 
world between the warring powers of 
good and evil, is accepted without ques- 
tion. God is conceived as a Father in 
Heaven who is opposed to a Devil. God 
is a vengeful deity who has established a 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

We invite all the children of the par- 
ish to attend Church School each Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock. There is much of 
profit and interest for each one. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture this week will 
be “The Mistakes of Jesus.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

“The Psychology of Liberalism” is the 
subject of Mr. Story’s discussion with 
the Study Class. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. A. M. Newton will give an illus- 
trated talk on Astronomy to The Fellow- 
ship. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Hell in which those who are opposed to 
him are consigned to eternal torment. 
There is much fanaticism in these words; 
men are told that if they do not hate 
the members of their own family they 
are unworthy disciples; they are admon- 
ished to pluck out their eyes and cut off 
their hands if these organs give offense; 
the rich are decried and the poor go to 
heaven for the virtue of being beggars. 
Anger and invective arouse our wonder 
and compell us to queston the sanity of 
one who could flay his opponents in 
this fashion. 

On the other hand we find the clear- 


est declarations of the supreme impor- 
tance of purity, of forgiveness, of love 
that is extended even to your enemy, of 
being a servant of humanity. Ceremony 
and formality are brushed away in or- 
der that the human values may emerge. 
How shall we account for the Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde quality of this material? 
Does it mean that we have the teachings 
of a genius of the first order that has been 
overlaid with much attributed to him by 
those who had no genuine understanding 
of his spirit? Or is it a case of a great 
man who despite the clarity of his in- 
sight at certain points shares the limita- 
tions of his day and age? The evidence 
is not sufficient to enable us to answer 
the question one way or another. All we 
can do is exercise our own judgment in 
passing on the value of the word of- 
fered to us. 

It should be noted, however, that at 
their best these words do not offer sufli- 
cient guidance for the life of today. They 
offer certain fundamental moral truths 
which must be recognized to insure right 
relations between men, but beyond that 
they do not go and much more is re- 
quired if we are to attain the good life 
under the conditions of today. Jesus 
lived in the pre-scientific age; there is 
no hint of that conception of an orderly 
universe which plays such a large part 
in our own thinking. The consequence is 
that we can not find in his words a phil- 
osophy to satisfy our needs. There is no 
indication that the whole field of art, lit- 
erature, culture which is such a fertile 
source of satisfaction to us meant any- 
thing to Jesus. We will not find in his 
words adequate guidance to enable us to 
solve the complicated problems that con- 
front us in modern industrial society 
as we try to organize on a world basis. 
True, his emphasis on kindliness, sympa- 
thy and good-will contributes a needed 
element to any solution, but much more 
than that is required. The slogan “Back 
to Jesus” is impossible of fulfillment un- 
less we are ready to return to the primi- 
tive sort of society in which he lived. 

Has this evolution of thought which 
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has reduced Jesus from the rank of a 
God to one of the many heroes of the 
race who have striven despite the limi- 
tations of their age and their own char- 
acter to serve humanity, been a loss or a 
gain? Jndubitably it has been a gain. 
There is a certain temporary shock to 
our sentiments. We are hero worship- 
pers and we hate to have our idols taken 
down. But when we have recovered from 
our shock we discover that we have been 
emancipated. The idea that we could 
not go beyond Jesus, that we had to 
look back to him for guidance, has stood 
in the way of men using their own best 
intelligence for the solution of their 
problems. We should ask not “what 
would Jesus do?” but “what is the wis- 
est and best course to take in the light 
of present conditions?” 

Furthermore when the idol is removed 
we suddenly discover that there emerge 
from the shadow which it cast a host of 
other heroes and wise men of the past 
who for the first time receive the con- 
sideration that is their due and who are 
able to offer us treasures of their own. 
We are richer instead of poorer because 
we have learned that the sum of human 
greatness is not to be found in any one 
man of the past. “The man has never 
lived who can feed humanity always.” 
Let us be ever on the alert to avail our- 
selves of beauty, goodness and truth 
wherever it blossoms forth in human 
life. E. Burvetre Backus. 


31 NEW MEMBERS 


During the Exetnsion Program 31 per- 
sons have signed the membership roll 
of the Church. The book will continue 
to be open for signatures every Sunday 
morning following the service. During 
December Mrs. S. D. Alrich will be in 
charge and it is hoped that the number 
of new members may at least be brought 
up to fifty. The attendance at the morning 
services shows a gratifying interest; the 
average for the month of November be- 
ing 382. There were 406 present last 
Sunday. 


MR. AND MRS. BACKUS TO 
ENTERTAIN 


On Wednesday, December llth the 
“Sunday Night Club” will meet at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Backus, 1025 So. 
Manhattan Place. Supper will be served 
at 6:30 P. M. Reservations should be 
made in advance with the Church Sec- 
retary, 25 cents a plate. The Sunday 
Night Club is for the young people of 
the congregation beyond college age and 
all such are cordially invited to attend. 
This is the first of a series of monthly 
mid-week social gatherings to be held at 
the homes of different members of the 
group. 


KINDERGARTEN 
Parents are invited to leave their small 
children in the kindergarten on the sec- 
ond floor during the morning services. 
Competent girls are in charge. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, December 2, at seven o’clock 
in the parlor. 


MR. BINFORD 

Many persons have expressed their de- 
light at seeing Mr. H. M. Binford, our 
genial and faithful Treasurer, assisting 
once more in taking the collection. It 
is good to know that he is far enough 
recovered from his long illness to un- 
dertake this and we trust that his im- 
provement will continue so that he may 
be with us regularly. 


The religious books of ancient Persia 
say that when the soul of a good man 
arrives at the river of death a beautiful, 
shining, radiant figure meets it and says 
to it: “I am your true self, your real 
self. I am the image of your ideals, your 
strivings, your resolves, your determined. 
purposes. I am you. Henceforth we 
merge together one harmonious 
life.” The parable is a genuine one. We 
are forever what our ideals make us.— 
Rufus M. Jones, in The Life Within. 


into 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


The December birthday luncheon will 
be held at 12:30 on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 5th. All those having birthdays in 
December are invited to sit at the birth- 
day table. The speakers will be chosen 
from those at that table, and others are 
asked to be ready to tell interesting 
phases of vacation trips. 

The Board will meet promptly at elev- 
en o'clock. There is important business 
to transact. At two o'clock the usual 
monthly business meeting will be held. 

There is plenty of sewing on hand and 
you are urged to come to the church ev- 
ery Thursday morning to assist with this 
work. 


DRAMART PRODUCTIONS 
Don’t forget that the Dramart Work- 
shop is putting on three one-act plays 
every night this week, at 8:15. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 
Genuine sociability is to be found in 
the meetings of the Sunday Night Club. 
All young adults of the congregation are 
invited to come and bring their friends. 
6:30 Sunday evenings in the church par- 
lor. 


WORLD PEACE 

World Peace is the subject of a con- 
ference of the students of Southern Cali- 
fornia to be held in our church Satur- 
day, December 7th, and Sunday, Decem- 
ber 8th. This conference is sponsored 
by the National Unitarian Joint Student 
Committee working through a local com- 
mittee under the direction of Mrs. E. B. 
Backus. 

Distinguished speakers have been se- 
cured including Manchester Boddy, Edi- 
tor of the Los Angeles Illustrated News; 
Rabbi Herman Lissauer, Leader of the 
Jewish Institute of Los Angeles; Karl 
C. Leebrick, Professor of International 
Affairs, Syracuse University; and Dr. 
Louis C. Cornish, President of the Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association. 

Discussions led by college professors 
and students are important features of 


the program. There will be a dinner 
served Saturday evening and another 
Sunday noon. Reservations for the din- 
ners must be made in advance. Informal 
dancing will follow the program Satur- 
day night. 

While this conference is primarily for 
high school and college students, others 
who are interested are invited to attend. 
Programs giving full details may be se- 
cured from the church office. 


THURSDAY EVENING MEETING 


You are invited to attend the informal 
discussions which are held Thursday ev- 
enings at eight o’clock in the church par- 
lor. Questions on the sermon of the 
previous Sunday are welcomed as well 
as on other subjects pertaining to the 
church or religion. 


A DISTINGUISHED GUEST 


On Sunday, December 8th, we shall 
have the privilege of greeting and hear- 
ing Dr. Louis C. Cornish, the President 
of the American Unitarian Association. 
This is the first time Dr. Cornish has 
visited us in his official capacity as he 
has held his present position only since 
the retirement of Dr. S. A. Elliot. The 
officers of the Church are eager that our 
congregation shall be out in full force 
on this occasion. We want Dr. Cornish 
to see the full strength of our organiza- 
tion and to sense its power. Will you 
not make your plans now to be present 
on that date. He will speak to us on 
“The World Wide Mission of Unitarian- 


ism.” 


MR. MANGASARIAN TO REMAIN 


We announce with a great deal of 
pleasure that the Laymen’s League has 
made arrangements with Mr. Mangasarian 
for a continuance of the Sunday evening 
lectures. A report of subjects will be 
made later. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mrs. Marie Leake, November 12th. 
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WHAT UNITARIANS THINK 
ABOUT SIN 

Harry Elmer Barnes, in his recent book 
The Twilight of Christianity, contends that 
sin is a myth, an intellectual fossil, and 
that in the interests of clear thinking we 
ought to drop the word from our vocabu- 
lary. His argument is that sin is by defi- 
nition a transgression of the will of God 
and in as much as it is impossible for 
us to know what the will of God is, or 
even to be sure that such a being exists, 
the whole conception falls to the ground. 
Immorality and crime are realities for 
they are offences against man, but sin 
as offence against God is unmeaning. 

There is much truth in his contention; 
the theological conception of sin has been 
one of the great tragedies of human his- 
tory, darkening the natural joy and glad- 
ness of life, imposing a terrific burden 
on innocent minds, standing as a serious 
obstacle to a true understanding of the 
instinctive life of man. We are well rid 
of the whole texture of the myth of the 
fall of man, original sin, and salvation 
through the grace of Christ. But it may 
be doubted that we canfree our vocabu- 
lary of the word sin, for in popular 
usage it has been applied not alone in 
the theological sense but in the human 
sense as well in which it is synonomous 
with immorality. The more practical pro- 
cedure will be to continue the use of 
the word and free it from its theological 
implications. 

To the Unitarian any act or state of 
mind is a sin if its consequences are 


evil. Sin is psychological and social in 
its nature. We see it in its evolutionary 
setting. It is one aspect of man’s strug- 
gle to transcend his animal past and rise 
in the scale of being. We are not con- 
cerned for salvation from wrath to come; 
the only kind of salvation which interests 
us is that of setting our feet firmly in 
the path that leads to the most whole- 
some, the most satisfying life here and 
now. Salvation for us consists in the 
integration of personality on a high moral 
level. This is at once an individual and 
a social process; it takes place in the 
deeps of the inner life and yet it re- 
quires the assistance that only the social 
order can give. 

There are certain serious obstacles 
which stand in the way of our achieving 
the character which is salvation. The 
first of these are the appetites. Unless 
these are made subordinate to the inter- 
ests of the whole personality they readily 
become veritable monsters which have an 
independent existence within us and the 
civil war to which they give rise is dis- 
astrous. Dr. Fosdick is right in his charge 
that there are many moderns who seek 
to cover the hideousness of ancient vices 
with the cosmetics of modern psychology; 
much of the talk about the necessity 
for avoiding repression is simply ration- 
alization to justify self-indulgence. This 
is a philosophy which is wrong in theory 
and in practice. William James was wiser 
when he argued that there is of necessity 
an element of asceticism, of stern dis- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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E. BurpetrE Backus, Minister 


Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

In addition to the regular programs for 
the Church School a party is being 
planned for all the children of the parish. 
Watch this column for full details. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “The New Testament Canon.” 
He will discuss the authorship of the 
books of the New Testament, the time 
they were written, and the reason they 
were written. 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Prof. E. A. Lundkvist, instructor in 
Economics and Adult Education, of the 
University of California, will speak on 


the subject “The Founders of Adult Edu- , 


cation.” 
The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

In connection with the Student Con- 
ference on World Peace, Donald Benshi- 
mol will speak on “The Next War,” and 
John McKinney on “The League of Na- 
tions.” Young people attending the con- 
ference will be present at this meeting 


of The Fellowship. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cipline, in every satisfactory life. 

But even when the animal appetites 
have been brought under control our 
end has by no means been attained. 
There are many persons who, in the 


narrow sense, are moral but who are 
cold, narrow, jealous, utterly selfish. This 
selfishness bears horrible fruit in the 
social life. Let anyone read Middletown 
with its graphic picture of conditiens as 
they exist in an industrial city in pros- 
perous America and if he have any gift 
of imagination he will be shocked into 
a realization of the consequences of our 
absorption in production and profit to 
the exclusion of a concern for the human 
consequences of our industrial life. Such 
indifference to the tragedy that is inci- 
dent upon our method of doing business 
can only spring from a colossal selfishness 
which prevents our having any realiza- 
tion of what is taking place in the lives 
of so many of our fellow citizens. 


There is no easy cure for this selfish- 
ness; if we are to be saved from it, sal- 
vation can come only by virtue of some- 
thing which will enlarge the narrow 
bounds of our selves until we feel that 
our interests are identical with those of 
humanity. To accomplish this end we 
must bring to bear on our lives all that 
can appeal to the altruistic impulses with- 
in us; we must have recourse to the stim- 
ulation which art provides to the imnagi- 
nation; we must let pass no opportunity 
which shall serve to impress upon us 
how literally we are members one of an- 
other, that our lives take on their truest 
significance only as we recognize that 
we are not isolated individuals but parts 
of the living body of humanity, and that 
the finest values for us can be discov- 
ered nowhere so fully as in the corporate 
adventure of mankind. “Heaven is closed 
to him who comes alone.” 


One further obstacle to the attainment 
of the quality of character which is sal- 
vation needs to be considered. There are 
many persons who have properly discip- 
lined their appetittes and have a genuine 
sense of their identity with humanity yet 
their lives are of little avail because tim- 
idity and fear have sapped the springs of 
action within them. The well educated 
and the intelligent are particularly liable 
to this limitation. They see all too clear- 
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ly the vast evils which confront humanity 
and they are paralyzed by the spectacle; 
they feel utterly impotent to do anything 
which shall improve the lot of mankind. 
The consequence is that they sit idly by 
with folded hands and spend their breath 
in bemoaning the hopeless state of the 
world. 

What such persons need is not more 
education but a tonic which shall give 
them greater courage and virility and 
stir them to action. They are over awed 
by the gigantic tasks that confront our 
kind; they have not estimated aright the 
force with which we are equipped to un- 
dertake those tasks. Let us remember 
that mankind is but in its infancy as yet; 
in the language of an eminent scientist 
we are just beginning to peek over the 
edge of our crib, and we have millions 
of years before us. In the period of its 
infancy the race has traveled the long 
hard road from savagery to our present 
state of civilization. Tremendous obsta- 
cles have been overcome; how? simply 
by the efforts of courageous men who did 
with their might the duty that lay near 
at hand. Mountains have a mysterious 
way of melting before humble but per- 
sistent effort; the seemingly impossible 
is accomplished. We do not have to 
solve all the problems with which we see 
our kind confronted. All that is de- 
manded of us is that we lay our hands to 
those things which are within our power. 
Our successors will do the same and by 
our cooperation through the centuries 
the progress of mankind will continue. 
The saved man, according to the Unitar- 
ian conception, is one who is contributing 
to this progress. He is not only good, but 
good for something. Courageous action 
is a part of his character. 


Let us in conclusion sum up the Uni- 
tarian attitude towards sin and salvation. 
We recognize sin as a terrible reality; we 
see the fearful price that is paid for it in 
broken and defeated lives. But we do 
not put a theological interpretation on 
it; we are concerned with its human as- 
pects. It is sin because it defeats man. 


We see it as an aspect of the process of 
evolution and we seek salvation from it 
here and now by understanding the causes 
in the individual and the social life which 
have produced it and by putting to work 
those forces which may eliminate it. Our 
emphasis is on the achievement of char- 
acter in which the animal appetites and 
selfish desires are subordinate to the 
moral ideal of a race mighty in mind, 
strong in body, pure in heart. We de- 
mand of a man that he shall fling himself 
courageously, joyously, confidently into 
the service of this ideal, doing with his 
might the duty that lies near at hand. 


E. Burpetre Backus. 


In certain Shinto Temples of Japan 
there is a single piece of furniture. It 
is a mirror. No other symbols exist in 
these Nipponese shrines of worship save 
a looking-glass. There are no images of 
gods and goddesses. There are no Bibles, 
no holy writ. Nothing save a mirror. 
What particular beliefs attach to that 
symbol I do not recollect, but one can- 
not keep back the thought that at some 
moment in the religious experience of 
some worshipper of long ago there came 
a beautiful flash of intuition. He saw 
himself. He understood himself. He 
found that supreme wisdom of self-knowl- 
edge without which we are mere aimless 
floats upon an uncharted sea. And out 
of that experience of self-revelation he 
conceived the mirror to be the truest 
symbol of religion. For what is religion 
to do anyway, if not to show in striking 
simplicity the deepest secrets of our 
being? How littke do we know our- 
selves! How little do we realize the 
presence of hidden motives in our lives! 
Alas, how little do we know of the un- 
tapped resources of our souls! Perhaps 
what mystics have meant by “the face 
of God” and “the light of His coun- 
tenance” has been simply an imaginative 
mirror in which one might behold the 
self the world has buried from our sight. 
-——Raymonp H, Parmer in the Lynn Uni- 
tarian, 
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SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 
ENTERTAINMENT 

On Wednesday evening, December 11th, 
Mr. and Mrs. Backus will entertain the 
members of the Sunday Night Club at 
their home, 1025 South Manhattan Place. 
Supper at 25c per plate will be served at 
six-thirty for which reservations must be 
made at DUnkirk 4683. 

The Sunday Night Club is for young 
people above college age and all such are 
cordially invited to attend. The club 
plans to have a social affair of this sort 
every month, 


STUDENT CONFERENCE 

On Saturday and Sunday of this week 
students from colleges of Southern Cali- 
fornia will meet in our church to discuss 
World Peace. Prof. Karl C. Leebrick, 
Professor of International Affairs, Syra- 
cuse University; Rabbi Herman Lissauer 
of the Jewish Institute of Los Angeles; 
Manchester Boddy, Editor of the Ilus- 
trated Daily News are among the speak- 
ers. 

The conference is primarily for stu- 
dents, but others interested in this im- 
portant subject are invited to attend. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

On Sunday morning, December 22, 
promptly at eleven o’clock the entire Uni- 
versity A Capella Choir will give a fif- 
teen-minute program of Christmas Carols. 
We are fortunate to have for our regular 
Sunday morning services a double quartet 
from this choir, and we gladly welcome 
the other members for this special occas- 
ion. You will be delighted with the music 
they will offer and you are urged to 
invite your friends to enjoy it also. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 
The Sunday Night Club will meet at 
6:30 on Sunday evening. Supper is served 
and an interesting program is planned. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mrs. Agnes Ames Wheeler, November 
26, at Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


A WORTHY CAUSE 


The Dramart Workshop is especially 
interested in completing the room in the 
basement which was intended for a gym- 
nasium. Some funds for that purpose 
donated by The Fellowship and Boy 
Scouts are already in the bank, and plans 
for raising more money are in the minds 
of the members of the Dramart. To this 
end Mr. James Merriam has offered to 
donate an original painting which is to 
be raffled. The painting will be exhibited 
soon and you will be given an oppor- 
tunity to buy a ticket for it. 


Men, my brothers, men the workers, ever 
reaping something new: 

That which they have done but earnest of 
the things that they shall do: 

For I dipt into the future, far as human 
eye could see, 

Saw the vision of the world, and all the 
wonder that would be; 

Saw the heavens fill with commerce argos- 
ies of magic sails, 

Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping 
down with costly bales; 

Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and 
there rain’d a ghastly dew 

From the nations’ airy navies grappling 
in the central blue; 

Far along the world-wide whisper of the 
south wind rushing warm, 

With the standards of the peoples plung- 
ing thro’ the thunder storm; 

Till the war drum throbb’d no longer, 
and the battle flags were furl’d 

In the Parliament of man, the Federation 
of the World. 

There the common sense of most shall 
hold a fretful realm in awe, 

And the kindly earth shall slumber, lapt 
in universal law. 


—from “Locksley Hall,’ TENNYSON. 
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THE WORLD WIDE MISSION OF 
UNITARIANISM 

The seed of Unitarianism in America 
was sown when the Pilgrim Fathers adop- 
ted the Scrooby Covenant in which they, 
“the Lord’s free people” did “covenant 
to walk together in the truth as it hath 
been and as it shall be revealed to them.” 
The thought of a free people, walking 
together not only in the truth which they 
held, but in the truth which they should 
achieve is the spirit of our church. It 
was in the church founded by the Pilgrim 
Fathers at Plymouth on Cape Cod and 
in the churches founded by the first 
Puritan settlers around Massachusetts Bay 
in the early seventeenth century that our 
Unitarian movement had its origin in 
the United States and Canada. 

As we go east from the United States 
the first group of Unitarians with whom 
we come in contact is in Iceland. In 
this ancient Norse nation of approxi- 
mately a hundred thousand people Uni- 
tarian thought is very strong. Unitarians 
predominate on the faculty of their divin- 
ity school. A bill to do away with all 
creeds in the State Church nearly passed 
their Parliament a few years ago and it 
is freely prophesied that within the next 
ten or twenty years the entire country 
will become Unitarian. They are to cele- 
brate next summer the one thousandth 
anniversary of the founding of their Par- 
liament, the oldest free Parliament in the 
world, and the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation has been asked to send delegates 
to that celebration because they feel that 


we represent in religion the same free- 
dom which their Parliament represents in 
government. 

Continuing east across the Atlantic 
Ocean we come next to Great Britain. 
Here are ancient and influential Unitar- 
ian Churches. In and about Liverpool 
alone there are Unitarian 
Churches. 


twenty-six 
Some of the Scotch, Irish and 
English churches were Unitarian before 
any of our American churches were, but 
by an interesting historical coincidence 
those churches covenanted to walk to- 
gether and formed their British Unitarian 
association upon the same day of the 
same year that our American Unitarian 
association was formed, — one hundred 
and five years ago next May. During 
this century and more of life these two 
associations have worked together in ever 
increasing harmony. 

In Holland there are two million Uni- 
tarians. The oldest group is known as 
the Remonstrant Church. In compara- 
tively recent times three other liberal 
church groups have joined with that 
church to make one large Unitarian as- 
sociation with beautiful offices at Am- 
sterdam, where the International Congress 
of Religious Liberals now also has its 
office. 

Space does not permit us to tell of 
other Unitarian movements in Germany, 
in Denmark, in France, and in Italy. Of 
the latter country it must suffice to say 
that our literature is so widely circulated 
that behind the seemingly unchanging 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 


Plans for the Christmas party are well 
under way, and all the children of the 
parish are invited to attend. The exact 
date will be announced next week. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 


Dr. Bullard’s lecture will be on the 
subject “Eating God.” 
The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 


Dr. Robert Whittaker, who will be re- 
membered for his interesting debate last 
year with Paul Jordan Smith, is to speak 
to the Study Class on the subject “Eng- 
lish Political Conditions.” 

Dr. Whittaker is the author of the 
poem “World Brotherhood” which ap- 
pears in our service book used in the 
Sunday morning services. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 


Mr. Alfred Benshimol, Principal of 
the Belmont High School, will speak on 
“Reasons for Being a Member of the 
Unitarian Church.” 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The Sunday Night Club will meet as 
usual at 6:30 for supper and a social 
time. All young people beyond college 
age are invited to attend these informal 
gatherings. The program 
week. 


varies each 


‘mination was made. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
facade of the Roman Church a great 
movement of Liberalism is working. We 
must pass on still farther east to the an- 
cient territory of Transylvania. 

Transylvania is a district lying north 
and west of the Carpathian Mountains. 
For a thousand years it was a part of Hun- 
gary. Here our churches, Unitarian since 
the Reformation, have had a long and 
honorable history. In the sixteenth cen- 
tury, in the year 1586 to be exact, when 
Transylvania was a part of the eastern 
frontier of Europe, Hungary, under the 
leadership of the Unitarian Bishop, Fran- 
cis David, passed the first toleration act, 
providing that no person should ever be 
persecuted because of his religious con- 
victions. In 1918, following the world 
war, this territory, comprising 22,000 
square miles, was torn from the map of 
Hungary and given to Roumania by the 
treaty of Versailles, in payment to Rou- 
mania for coming into the World War on 
the side of the allied powers. No plebis- 
cite was taken. No attempt at self-deter- 
The people were 
literally sold into slavery. For eighteen 
months the borders were sealed and the 
soldiers of Roumania, which was a part 
of Turkey only fifty years ago, were sent 
in to collect their back pay. They robbed 
and they pillaged for a year and a half 
before word could be got out to the 
world at large. It was a Unitarian wom- 
an, a native of California and long a 
resident of Transylvania, who finally 
smuggled out a letter to our British 
friends. An English Unitarian minister, 
Henry Drummond of London, went into 
Transylvania without the knowledge or 
consent of the Roumanian government 
and he came out concealed under the 
coal in the tender of a locomotive. 


He told his story and immediately 
British and American commissions were’ 
sent in to Roumania to carry aid and to 
investigate conditions. The whole cul- 
ture of Transylvania centered about the 
churches with their schools and their col- 
leges. By those who should know the 
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school system is said to have been the 
finest of any in the world, not excepting 
even the public schools of the United 
States and England. All have been ser- 
iously interfered with, and many have 
been closed by the Roumanian govern- 
ment in violation of Roumania’s treaty 
obligations. Their endowments of lands 
have been confiscated by the government, 
again in violation of its treaty obligations. 
Every effort has been made to greatly 
lower the cultural level of the Hungar- 
ian people. The difference in the cul- 
tural levels of the two peoples is a dif- 
ference of at least four hundred years. 
What has been accomplished? We have 
succeeded in partially staying the hand 
of ruthlessness. We have saved our 
churches and some of the schools and 
colleges. The other minority groups, 
chiefly the Jews, the Roman Catholics, 
the Lutherans and the Presbyterians, have 
cooperated. We all have helped, not our 
own alone, but all the minority groups. 
The Unitarians have taken leadership in 
these efforts, and in this our American 
churches can take pride. 

In Japan there is a very strong liberal 
religious movement which seeks coopera- 
tion with us. In the Philippine Islands 
there are two million people who came 
out of the Roman Catholic church with 
their bishops and priests, following the 
Spanish-American war. They, too, are 
seeking fellowship with us. They have 
retained much of the ritual of their old 
church, modified to express their liberal 
beliefs. One of their practices might 
well be followed by all churches. At 
what would be the high point of the Ro- 
man Mass, when the worshipers kneel 
as the host is elevated, they kneel in 
recognition of the Brotherhood of Man. 
What would it mean to the peace of the 
world if, in every church in Christendom 
every Sunday morning the worshipers 
all knelt at the high point of the service 
in recognition of the Brotherhood of 
Man? 

It is well for each one of us to be 
members of this Free Church. It is well 


for this church to be a member of our 
American association of Unitarian 
Churches. And it is well for our asso- 
ciation in the United States and Canada 
to be a member of the larger internation- 
al fellowship of Liberal Churches all over 
the world. This is not a mere matter of 
sentiment. It is a practical matter of 
giving and receiving fellowship and in- 
spiration and then whenever a_ great 
crisis arises, as it arose in Transylvania, 
ours is the privilege and the opportunity 
to render practical aid and assistance to 
fellow churches which, but for that organ- 
ization of kindred spirits, would have 
perished. 
Louis C. Cornisu, D. D. 

President of the American Unitarian 

Association. 


STUDENT CONFERENCE 


The church may well be proud of the 
high quality of the Inter-Collegiate Con- 
ference on World Peace held under its 
auspices December 7th and 8th. There 
were representatives from twelve South- 
ern California colleges. The attendance 
at some sessions exceeded 150. The ad- 
dresses and discussions were most profi- 
table. The young people passed a reso- 
lution urging the adherence of the United 
States to the World Court. They already 
have plans under way for a similar con- 
ference next year. 


THE PREFACE TO MORALS 


In January Mr. Backus is to give a 
series of three addresses on Walter Lipp- 
man’s book “A Preface to Morals.” This 
is one of the great books of modern times 
and is worthy of the most careful study 
by all who are seeking to meet life on a 
high level of intelligence and morality. 
Mr. Backus recommends that the mem- 
bers of the congregation secure the book 
and read it before the series begins. It 
would make a most acceptable Christmas 
present to friends who are interested in 
serious reading. Copies of the publish- 
er’s announcement of the book may be 
secured of the church secretary. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


Thursday, December 19th, is to be a 
gala occasion. The regular luncheon 
will be served at 12:30 and will be fol- 
lowed by bridge for which an _ extra 
charge of 25c will be made. Please make 
reservation for lunch and bridge. 

Mrs. Brewer will have for sale mer- 
chandise from the Social Service Depart- 
ment; Mrs. Snow will have a “white ele- 
phant” table; and food of all kinds may 
be purchased also. Plan to attend the 
Alliance on this day and enter fully into 
the Christmas spirit which will prevail. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers on Sunday morning, De- 
cember 8th, were in memory of Dr. W. 


H. Fox. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 


On Wednesday evening, December 18th, 
the Laymen’s League will meet for din- 
All the men of the congregation 
are invited and you are asked to secure 
your tickets on Sunday morning or make 
reservations at the church office before 
Tuesday, December 17. Tickets are 50c. 
The speaker is to be announced. 


ner. 


FELLOWSHIP HIKE 

On Sunday morning after church The 
Fellowship members and their friends 
will drive to the Escherich home, 3333 
N. Marengo, Altadena. From there they 
will hike up Mt. Lowe and return by 
moonlight. Each one is asked to take 
enough lunch for two meals. Change to 
hiking clothes may be made at the Es- 
cherich house. Mrs. Backus will accom- 
pany the group as sponsor. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

The entire University A Capella Choir, 
twenty-four in number, will give a fif- 
teen minute program of unusual Christ- 
mas Carols on Sunday morning, Decem- 
ber 22nd. The music will start promptly 
at eleven o'clock. Other features of the 
program will be so arranged that the ser- 
vice will be no longer than usual. 


THANK YOU! 


Mr. Backus wishes to express his grat- 
itude for the magnificent response to his 
letter urging the members of the con- 
gregation to attend last Sunday. It was 
a delight to see the church filled. They 
were our own people, too, for we did 
not have the large percentage of tran- 
sients that we usually do. Dr. Cornish 
was highly pleased at the reception given 
him and commented especially on the 
sympathetic attention of the congrega- 
tion. 


YOUNG PEOPLE TO JOIN 


A group of young people of advanced 
High School and College age will be re- 
ceived into the church at the conclusion 
of the service next Sunday morning, De- 
cember 15th. Mr. Backus will address 
them briefly on the meaning of mem- 
bership in our organization. Any young 
person desiring to join with this group 
is asked to notify Mrs. Backus. (ROches- 
ter 0209.) 

Fifty persons have signed the member- 
ship book during the Extension Program 
and enough more have indicated their in- 
tention of doing so to bring the number 
well over sixty. All who are at one with 
us in the purpose of our church are 
urged to consider seriously the matter of 
membership. We give the joy of fellow- 
ship in the service of a great ideal; we 
need the power which your active par- 
ticipation can add to our work. 


MY RELIGION 


Mr. Backus will conclude the series of 
sermons which he has been giving during 
the Unitarian Extension Program with a 
personal confession of faith. This falls 
on Christmas Sunday, December 22nd, 
and is appropriate to the occasion as. it 
is those same human impulses which have 
given us the Christmas festival that Mr. 
Backus finds the motive power of his 
religion. Combined with the musical 
program to be given by the Choir this 
promises to give us a rich and satisfying 
Christmas service. — 
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WHAT UNITARIANS THINK ABOUT 
IMMORTALITY 

The Christian Register recently car- 
ried a report on the results of a religious 
questionnaire sent out by the minister 
of the First Parish (Unitarian) of Hing- 
ham, Mass. Sixty percent of those reply- 
ing announced a belief in immortality; 
forty percent returned a negative ans- 
wer. The members of this ancient par- 
their Unitarian 
prerogative of difference of opinion. A 
similar division of opinion on this sub- 
ject would doubtless be found in most, 
if not all, of our Unitarian churches. 
Let us examine the two positions. 

Those among us who believe in per- 
sonal survival after death do not base 
their traditional 
Christian doctrine of the resurrection of 
Jesus. 
completely inadequate as a basis for be- 
lief in immortality. The life of Jesus 
gave a great impetus to the hope of im- 
mortality but it offers no proof of the 
doctrine. The Unitarian believer rests 
his case on what he knows of the char- 
acter of the universe and of human life. 
He says with Emerson, “All I have seen 
teaches me to trust the Creator for all 
I have not seen.” The belief in immor- 
tality is an extension of the assumption 
that the universe is fundamentally ration- 
al and trustworthy, and that it will not 
wantonly destroy the values which it has 
created in human life. It is an intoler- 
able thot that the genius of a Shakespeare 
should be brought to flower only to be 


ish evidently exercise 


conviction on the 


This we recognize as legend and 


crushed for ever. The integrity of the 
Universe demands that it shall be con- 
served. Even so the preservation of the 
values of all human lives is required as 
the only reasonable answer to the enigma 
of being. 

To this confidence based on the char- 
acter of the universe is added the testi- 
mony of the mystic individuals who are 
convinced that the knowledge of immor- 
tality is given to them as a direct intui- 
Walt Whitman was one of these; 
there was in him a robust confidence in 
ihe immortal destiny of the human soul 
which sprang from no mere argument 
but out of the deeps of life itself; he was 
as sure of immortality as we are of the 
sunlight which floods through our win- 
dows. Wordsworth gives expression to 
similar confidence in his famous Ode on 
the Intimations of Immortality. The tes- 
timony of such men weighs heavily with 
those who, for other reasons, are already 
inclined to believe in immortality. 

The second group of Unitarians finds 
all the traditional arguments for the doc- 
trine unconvincing and is persuaded that 
the obstacles in the way of the belief are 
insurmountable. Prof. Harry Elmer 
Barnes, in his recent book, makes the 
statement that “Modern psychology com- 
pletely discredits any such notion as that 
of the immortality of the soul or the con- 
tinued existence of the human person- 
ality after death.” There is a strong cur- 
rent of thot in the world today which 
attacks the traditional belief in immor- 
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Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The interest of the children is centered 
in the Christmas party which will be held 
on Friday afternoon, December 27th, at 
two o'clock. Every child in the parish is 
invited and a happy time is expected. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture will be on the 
subject, “The Christmas Cycle.” 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Mrs. Emelia Goldsworthy Clark will 
give an illustrated talk to the Study Class 
entitled “The Artist’s Christmas Story.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Different views of Jesus will be dis- 
cussed in The Fellowship meeting by 
four members of the group: The Funda- 
mentalist View—Christ the Son of God, 
by Imogene Reed; the Modernistic View 
—Jesus the Supreme Man, by Virginia 
Eckerson; the Humanist View—The Hu- 
man Jesus, by Miriam Firkins; Mr. Man- 
gasarian’s View—Jesus, A Myth, by Alan 
Campbell. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tality at its very core; namely it denies 
the validity of the concept of the soul. 
The belief in the past has rested on the 
conception that man is dual in his na- 
ture,—an immortal spiritual entity in- 
habiting a physical body; when the body 


dies the soul survives. The dominant 
schools of psychology today reject this 
view and announce that man is a unit; 
his personality is an organization, the 
basis of which is given in his body and 
when the body disintegrates the personal- 
ity breaks up and there is nothing left. 
They explain the belief in immorality as 
a projection of the will to live, as an at- 
tempt on the part of the human mind to 
adjust itself to harsh conditions by liv- 
ing on the hope that it will attain in 
the future the things which are denied it 
now. 

High minded men and women who are 
compelled by the trend of thinking in 
our day to take this position announce 
their belief in the “immortality of noble 
living” as it is described in the beautiful 
lines of George Eliot’s “Choir Invisible.” 
They have a powerful sense of the re- 
sponsibility which rests upon them be- 
cause of the future life they are to have 
in their children and in the organic life 
of humanity as it endures through the 
centuries. They develop as exalted char- 
acters and live as useful lives as any 
members of the community. 

Where there is such a diversity of 
opinion it must be obvious that the evi- 
dence is not conclusive. Dogmatism on 
either side is out of place. The pro- 
nouncement of Prof. Barnes is to be 
given no more weight than the contrary 
opinion of the man who is convinced 
that psychic research has demonstrated 
survival beyond a doubt. Psychology is 
a very embryonic science as yet and has 
by no means adequately accounted for 
all the activities of mind. Dogmatism 
in its name is just as objectional as the 
dogmatism of religion. 

Personally I cannot feel that our in- 
ability to solve the problem is of any 
very great practical importance. Most of 
our lives are lived without any reference 
to it. Certainly our ignorance of what is 
to become of us after death never dis- 
turbed a truly great soul. What is really 
important is the use which we make of 
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this life. Think on living. Life gains 
in the importance wrested from death. 

To the believer we say: “Be sure that 
you are worthy of the immortality which 
you claim. 
ity of character which would be toler- 
able throughout If you are 
bored with yourself and scarcely know 
what to do with an idle half hour what 
will you do with the endless existence 
you are demanding of the universe? Be- 


It is only the highest qual- 


eternity. 


gin now to live in such manner that you 
may be worthy of eternal life.” To the 
unbeliever we say: “Use well this brief 
treasure which has been placed in your 
keeping. Permit no taint of unworth- 
iness to touch your life because you 
think it is all to be ended so soon. Live 
so that you shall have no regret in the 
hour of death. Live up to the highest 
that is in you and leave a fair name be- 
hind you.” 

To those who are compelled to ac- 
knowledge their ignorance as they are 
confronted by the riddle of life and death 
the same high counsel is given with the 
added admonition to seek that philosopi- 
cal calm and poise which breathes in 
Socrates’ words addressed to his judges 
when he stood before them condemned 
to death for the crime of making men 
think. He spoke to them after this wise: 

“There is great reason to hope that 
death is a good;—for one of two things, 
—-either death is a state of nothingness 
and utter unconsciousness, or, as men 
say, there is a change and migration of 
the soul from this world to another. 
Now, if you suppose there is no con- 
sciousness, but sleep like the sleep of him 
who is undisturbed even by dreams, 
death will be an unspeakable gain, for 
eternity then is only a single night. 

“But, if death is the journey to an- 
other place and there, as men say, all 
the dead abide, what good, oh my friends 
and judges, can be greater than this? 
{ shall then be able to continue my 
search into true and false knowledge. 
In another world they do not put a man 


to death for asking questions; assuredly 
not, for besides being happier than we 
are they will be immortal, if what is said 
be true. 

“Wherefore, oh judges, be of good 
cheer about death and know of a cer- 
tainty that no evil can befall a good man 
either in life or death . . . The hour of 
departure has arrived and we go our 
ways,—I to die, and you to live. Which 
is the better, God alone knows.” 

E. Burpette Backus. 


NEXT SUNDAY 
It is expected that on December 29th, 
Mr. Howard B. Bard, minister of the 
San Diego will 
The members of our congre- 


Unitarian church in 
preach. 
gation are well acquainted with Dr. Bard 
and always glad to welcome him to our 
pulpit. a 
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

All members of The Fellowship and 
their friends are invited to watch the 
old year out and welcome the new one 
in at a New Year’s Eve Watch Party to 
be held at the Backus Home, 1025 South 
Manhattan Place. The party will begin 
at 8 P. M., December 31st, and close at 
12:30 A. M., January Ist. 


HALL OF FAME PICTURES 

All of the framed pictures which have 
hung in our Hall of Fame have been do- 
nated to the church. There are five still 
to be sent from New York and it is 
hoped that we will receive them early in 
the spring. Donors of these pictures are: 
Henry L. Chapin, 2; H. B. Brackett; 
Mrs. Louis Kern; Dr. Rose Burcham; 
Mrs. Mary D. Greble; Henry Mankin; 
Mrs. L. N. Anderson; Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Lombardi; Mr. A. Wade, 2; Mrs. B. Hart- 
ner; Dr. James Scherfee; The Fellow- 
ship; H. R. Le Grange; Mrs. Mary A. R. 
Henry; Church School; Mr. Henry 
Sparks-Holt. 

The display of the pictures in the 
patio has been discontinued but they 
will be given a permanent place in the 
building bearing the names of the donors. 
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


On Sunday morning at eleven o’clock 
we are to have the privilege of hearing 
the entire University A Capella Choir in 
a fifteen minute program of Christmas 
carols. Your prompt attendance is urged 
that the service may not be interrupted 
and the audience disturbed by late ar- 
rivals. 

The numbers which the choir will give 


are as follows: 


The Shepherd Boy........ Bas Tuercy Carol 


There’s Born In Bethlehem’s Manger 
PSE eg ry ir eee German Carol 1638 


Tolite Hostias from the Christmas 
Oratorio eee Saint Saens 


A Russian Carol.............. Rinski-Korsakow 


The members of the choir are Laura 
Redden, Sylvia Margolin, Carmen Lilly- 
white, Ethel Gergen, Mary Wilkinson, 
Martha Sellemeyer, June Decker, Birdye 
Breetwor, Munsey Soos, Lillian Kaplan, 
sopranos; Victoria Bodorff, Virginia 
Pohlman, Eva Burns, Alma Richard, Hel- 
en Berger, altos; James Blackstone, 
George Shochat, Philip Wasserman, Louis 
Kaplan, tenors; Julian Ginsberg, Elton 
Wolpert, Richard Tullar, Faris Edgar, 
Carleton Smith and Thomas McNeill, 


basses. 


THE RECEPTION OF YOUTH 


A special invitation was extended last 
Sunday morning to the young people to 
join the church and ten members of The 
Fellowship responded: Elizabeth Ecker- 
son, Mary Josephine Anderson, Clarice 
Fisher, Elizabeth Hager, Bhagat Ram, 
Sophia Leshing, Miriam Firkins, Char- 
lotte Lathrop, Donald Benshimol, David 
Ray and Mary Grace Clark. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


All who have been attending the Sun- 
day Night Club will be interested to 
know that Mr. Harold Story, City Editor 
of the Inglewood Daily Californian, will 
speak at the meeting on Sunday evening. 
Mr. Story has chosen as a subject for 
discussion “Warfare Implicit in Civili- 
He has gathered a great deal 
of interesting information from unusual 
sources and will be able to present some 
new phases of this important subject. 
Let us welcome Mr. Story’s first appear- 
ance before the club with a good at- 
tendance. 

You'll miss something important if 
you aren’t here promptly at 6:30. 


zation.” 


SIXTY-FIVE NEW MEMBERS 

A brief service for the reception of the 
new members who have joined during 
the period of the Extension Program 
will be held on Sunday, December 22nd, 
at the close of the regular morning serv- 
ice. Others who are intending to join 
are invited to be received with this 
group. If you decide to do so, kindly 
hand in your name at the church office. 
Participation in this service is purely 
voluntary and those who wish to join 
without this public recognition may do 
so by signing the membership book at 
The church secretary has 
charge of the book. 


any time. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 
The next regular meeting of the sew- 
ing group comes on December 26th, but 
since that is the day following Christmas 
the meeting will be postponed. The pro- 
gram for the first meeting in January 
will be given in next week’s Unitarian. 


GIFT TO THE LIBRARY 

The Fellowship has made a gift to the 
church library of a subscription to the 
Christian Register. The complete file 
will be kept in the office and members of 
the congregation are invited to become 
acquainted with the official publication 
of the American Unitarian Association. 
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THE BELOVED COMMUNITY 

The Christmas Festival is very like a 
colorful California landscape when 
Spring has carpeted the earth with the 
green of the grass, the gold of the pop- 
pies, and the purple haze on the moun- 
tains blends into the clear blue of the 
sky above. Or it is like a New England 
countryside when Autumn has painted 
the trees with gold and crimson and 
brown. With unconscious artistry Na- 
ture splashes her colors about and the 
result is a deep gladness in the heart of 
the beholder. 

Even so our common humanity, fol- 
lowing the example of mother Nature, 
has wrought out of the texture of its life 
the charming disarray of Christmas. Pa- 
gan sun-myth and nature festival, the 
tenderness and hope that surround the 
cradle, the joy of children, the poetry of 
legend, love fulfilling itself in giving, 
religious aspiration towards the perfec- 
tion of the race, all have been woven 
into a rich tapestry which is without de- 
liberate pattern but none the less a thing 
of beauty and an abiding delight to the 
heart of man. 

Each one will take a particular pleas- 
ure in that aspect of the festival which 
appeals to him. For me its chief value 
lies in the fact that it affords a compell- 
ing illustration of that quality in human 
life which is the source of my religious 
faith. I behold in it the racial yearning 
for a nobler humanity; I see in it inti- 
mations of the potency of life which lies 
hid in the “seed of perfection nestling 
amid the grossness and the slag.” Christ- 
mas speaks out of the deeps of the human 


“SCIENCE AND MYSTICISM” 
Speaking in New York recently Mr. 
J. L. Elliott said of Professor Edding- 
ton’s recent volume on “The Nature of 
the Physical World,” “the book is a 
turning point in history.” It represents 
the new attitude which men of science 
are beginning to take towards their own 
field of thought and it has profound con- 
sequences for religion. Mr. Bard is to 
speak Sunday on “Science and Mysti- 
cism,” basing his sermon on the chapter 
of this title in Eddington’s book. Lend 
him your ears for the occasion and you 
will be richly rewarded. 


heart to bid me trust in the destiny of 
mankind. 

Despite the diversity of elements which 
have contributed to make the festival 
what it is today we should all agree that 
the central figure is the new-born babe 
who, according to tradition, was destined 
to grow into the perfect man, the saviour 
of the race. It matters not greatly that 
we are now unable to distinguish clearly 
between truth and fiction in the story of 
his life; it matters not greatly, even, that 
theology has so distorted the story that 
it has many times been a hindrance rath- 
er than a help to the advancing life of 
man. The human ideal, the human im- 
pulse in which it had its origin, remains 
unscathed. With undying determination, 
amid the clamor of contrary desires, des- 
pite constant defeat, man has clung to his 
resolve to have done with that which is 
low and to atttain to that which is high. 
The fabled saviours of the race are the 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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E. Burvetre Backus, Minister 


Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The Children’s party will be held on 
Friday afternoon, December 27th at two 
o’clock. All the children of the parish 
are invited. 

Next Sunday the usual program for the 
school will be resumed. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture on “Human 
Sacrifice.” 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Members of the Dramart will have 
charge of the program and will read a 
one-act play by Galsworthy, “The Sun.” 
Discussion will follow. 

The Fellowship—$:45 A. M. 

The members of the Cabinet will meet 
at 8:45 A. M. 

Mr. Paul Barksdale D’Orr, a distin- 
guished attorney of the city will speak 
to the group at 9:45 on the subject “Have 
the Laws of the Bible been repealed by 
the Laws of California?” Mr. D’Orr’s 
training and experience have fitted him 
admirably to discuss this subject. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
projection of this innermost demand of 
human nature. 

What more acceptable Christmas gift 
could we give to our fellow men than that 
of making this ideal more effective in the 


life of the world? This can be done in 
two ways. First by clarifying the ideal 
itself. In the past it has persistently been 
obscured so that it has not operated with 
the compelling might it ought to have in 
men’s lives. We need to make articulate 
as we never have before the high end 
we are seeking, and the implications of 
that quest for every individual. We need 
clear thinking and fearlesss speaking con- 
cerning the qualifications necessary for 
full citizenship in the “Beloved Com- 
munity” which mankind has been seek- 
ing, in its groping way, to establish on 
earth. We need resolute, courageous 
avowal of those stern conditions of hu- 
man effort, human responsibility without 
which our dreams of a better order are 
unavailing. 

Even more important is the second 
way in which we may serve the ideal. 
Thinking and speaking are necessary but 
living is more vital. The true strength of 
the “Beloved Community” lies not in its 
plans and specifications, but in the char- 
acters of the men and women who have 
been imbued with its spirit. It is for 
this reason that we cherish the memory 
of the heroes of the race. There is no 
substitute for personal righteousness, 
courage, The present demands 
these qualities no less than the past and 
it is inconceivable that a future however 
remote shall cease to place a premium 
on them. More than any of the lesser 
causes which men serve this supreme 
summons of the race demands a disci- 
pline which shall make available every 
energy of body and mind for its pur- 
poses. Sin which weakens, indifference 
which obstructs, are treason. He who en- 
lists in this service must hold himself 
to the highest and strictest of standards. 

It is said by scientists that the great 
evolutionary process attains consciousness 
and purposive direction in man. Be it 
ours to exemplify this truth in the Christ- 
mas festival. Without destroying any of 
the beauty and value which it has at- 
tained as a spontaneous growth out of 
the heart of human nature let us add to it 


(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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the reflective and directive elements 
which shall bring the native impulse to 
perfection more surely and more speed- 
ily on its way. We must purge away the 
dross of provincialism and narrowness 
from the ideal that it may be seen in 
the full glory of its universality. We 
must drop by the way the accretions that 
only obscure and add the light of new 
truth that illuminates. So may the 
Christmas Festival become for us not 
merely a lovely landscape to delight the 
eye, but a scene in which the beauty of 
the natural setting is shot through and 
through with the warmth and glow of 
human purpose directed ever to perfect- 
ing “The Beloved Community”, bringing 
life more abundant to all the children of 
men, challenging us one and all to fling 
ourselves with glad abandon into the 
service. 
E. Burpetre Backus. 


1930 
The New Year is close at hand and in- 
stitutions as well as individuals may 


properly begin the fresh page with a set 
of good resolutions. Let the one which 
heads the list for the First Unitarian 
Church of Los Angeles be to dispose 
promptly and efficiently of the financial 
problem that our energy may be free 
during the remainder of the year for 
other important concerns. 


In a few days you will receive a 
statement of our financial obligations 
and a card on which you are to in- 
dicate the share of the budget which you 
can contribute. If we had only our cur- 
rent expenses to meet, the problem would 
not present any serious difficulties but 
there is still a payment to be made on the 
organ and we owe the American Unitar- 
ian Association $6,000 on the loan they 
made us to meet the debt incurred in 
building our new plant. Then there are 
the assessments for the widening of 8th 
Street and Vermont. These additional 
items will call for every available re- 
source the congregation possesses. The 


Trustees hope that you will respond 
promptly and generously. 

How much does it mean to you to be- 
long to a church that keeps always 
abreast of the world’s advancing knowl- 
edge, that serves constantly as a_ chal- 
lenging and leavening influence in the en- 
tire religious life of a community, that 
stands fearlessly for every cause it be- 
lieves furthers human progress? How 
much would you give to establish such 
a church in this city if none already 
existed? The most direct opportunity 
you have of contributing to its work is 
by giving of your substance. Make it a 
generous gift, worthy of the cause which 
it supports. How fine it would be for 
us to come to the Annual Meeting on 
the 14th of January with the entire bud- 
get subscribed. We can do it if every- 
one responds. 


There has been a gratifying increase 
in the numbers of those who are using 
the weekly envelopes to make their con- 
tributions. The Trustees would like to 
have all who plan to give on a weekly 
basis use the envelopes. The packages 
of envelopes, one dated for each Sunday 
of 1930, are now on hand and may be 
secured of the secretary on Sunday. 


Come! Help us keep that New Year’s 
resolution and get the financial matter 
settled for the year. Then we will be 
prepared to serve the cause of intelligent 
idealism with our full power throughout 
1930. 


“MIDDLETOWN” GOES TO CHURCH 


“Middletown” is a startling new book 
in which the authors give a photographic 
picture of life in an American industrial 
town. It is not fiction but the results of 
study for a year and a half by a group 
of trained observers. One section is de- 
voted to religion in “Middletown.” On 
Sunday, January 5th, Mr. Backus will 
base his sermon on this story of the re- 
ligious life of a typical American com- 
munity. If you think the Unitarian 
Church has finished its work you are in 
for a shock when you hear this story. 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

All members of The Fellowship and 
their friends are invited to watch the old 
year out and welcome the new one in at 
a New Year’s Eve Watch Party to be 
held at the Backus home, 1025 S. Manhat- 
tan Place. The party will begin at 8 P. M., 
December 3lst, and close at 12:30 A. M., 
January Ist. : 


APPLAUSE 

There are many members of the con- 
gregation who find that applause at the 
morning service destroys the value of 
the hour for them. Will you kindly re- 
frain from this form of expressing your 
approval? It will be an act of courtesy 
to others. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Dr. R. H. Swift, who is an X-Ray 
specialist connected with the Southern 
California Academy of Sciences, will give 
an illustrated lecture before the Sunday 
Night Club on December 29th. He pro- 
poses to show the increasing use of the 
X-Ray in varied fields, and will have a 
portable unit with which he will dem- 
onstrate. 

Supper will be served promptly at 6:30 
with Miss Eve Smith as hostess. Mrs. F. 
A. Butts is chairman of the Club and is 
responsible for the arrangement of each 
evening's activities. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER 


The Annual Dinner and business meet- 
ing of the church will be held on Janu- 
ary 14th. Tickets will be on sale next 
Sunday morning and you are urged to 
purchase early. The program for this 
meeting will be announced in a short 
time. 


GREETINGS 
We thank all of our friends in the 
congregation who have sent us greetings 
at this holiday season, and wish each of 
you much happiness for the coming year. 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Burdette Backus, 


ALLIANCE NOTES 
The regular birthday luncheon will be 
served on January 2nd. All those who 
have birthdays in January are invited to 
sit at the birthday table. Please make 

reservations for the luncheon. 
In the afternoon at two o’clock the 
monthly business meeting will be held. 


THE TELESCOPE 

Mr. Wade continues to receive visitors 
at the telescope on Sunday evenings be- 
iween seven and eight o’clock. You are 
missing a treat if you do not take advan- 
tage of this interesting part of our church 
program. — — 

A WORD OF APPRECIATION 

Mr. Backus wishes to express his sin- 
cere appreciation for the splendid co- 
operation of the congregation during the 
Extension Program which came to a close 
last Sunday. Sixty-six persons have joined 
the church during the ten weeks of this 
program, and much has been done to 
quicken the interest and activity among 
everyone connected with the church. 

The average attendance for this period 
was 414, with the largest congregation 
on December 8th, when Dr. Cornish 
preached. Last Sunday was a close sec- 
ond with 575 present. 

The results of this concentrated effort 
are most encouraging and we have every 
right to believe that the year 1930 will be 
an important one in the history of this 
church, =£———-—_——_—_ 


THANKS! 

The beautiful musical program of last 
Sunday was made possible by a group of 
people who contributed generously that 
we might enjoy this special Christmas 
music and that the church need not bear 
the added expense. Those to whom we 
are indebted are Mrs. R. C. Gillis, Mr. H. 
B. Brackett, Mr. D. C. Ross, Mrs. Mary 
D. Greble, Mr. A. V. Andrews, Mrs. Mary 
A. R. Henry, Mrs. Louis Kern, Mrs. S. M. 
Otis, Miss Caroline Seymour, Mr. H. W. 
Techentin, Mr. Paul E. Neuschaefer, Mrs. 
H. L. Burleson, Mr. Paul B. D’Orr, Mrs. 
O. H. Robinson, Dr. and Mrs. W. D. 
Moore, and Mrs. E. W. Brewer. 
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SCIENCE AND MYSTICISM 

This sermon is not an effort to arouse 
emotional responses or thrills in the aud- 
ience. It is given because of the un- 
usual position in which liberals find them- 
selves in regard to religion. Other people 
find the foundations for their religious 
faith in an infallible book. This method 
is comforting and easy, but it is not for 
us. We must look elsewhere. 

Because we are people who are accus- 
tomed to doing our own thinking, it is 
of interest to us to have one of the four 
greatest scientists in the world express 
to us his views on mysticism. Because 
Dr. Eddington’s book “The Nature of 
the Physical World” is one of the out- 
standing modern books its chapter on 
“Science and Mysticism” is used as the 
basis for this sermon, without comment. 

First we must define our terms. Science 
is knowledge of how the world works. 
Mysticism is the type of knowledge 
which comes through human experience. 

There are, according to Dr. Eddington, 
two avenues of knowledge. One gives 
symbolic knowledge, of the world about 
us; the other gives intimate knowledge 
which comes through experience. Sym- 
bolic knowledge can be tested and exam- 
ined and codified. In any analysis of the 
physical world we eventually reach a 
point at which further analysis is im- 
possible; we must therefore use symbols. 
In spite of this, symbolic knowledge is 
material to which research can be ap- 
plied. Intimate knowledge cannot be 
classified or analyzed, because as soon 
as it is analyzed its intimate nature dis- 
appears, and only symbolic knowledge 


remains. 

The increasing skepticism in regard to 
the reality of the spiritual or mystical 
world makes this declaration particu- 
larly important. 

Dr. Eddington first makes an appeal 
for recognition of the fact that human 
life has two planes of frontage. One 
faces the outside environment; the other 
faces inward, to the individual’s inner 
self. The first frontage deals with the 
physical world, which we seek to ana- 
lyze and understand. The second front- 
age is concerned with consciousness, 
emotions, religion and intuitions. Every 
human life is constantly lived on this 
double frontage. 

We recognize the external world as a 
real one because we know it through our 
senses. But we call the inner world one 
of illusion. Eddington says that the real- 
ity of one is no more real than that of 
the other, and that the illusion of one 
is no more illusory than that of the other. 

In scientific analysis, the reality of the 
physical world becomes as illusive as 
anything in the inner world. The real 
solid table at which we sit can be ana- 
lyzed into a scientific table which is 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 

MR. BLAKE TO SPEAK 

Berkeley B. Blake, an Administrative 
Vice President of the American Unitarian 
Association and Secretary of the Pacific 
Coast Conference, will give a short ad- 
dress on Sunday morning preceding the 
sermon. Mr. Blake is well known to 
our congregation and it is always a pleas- 
ure to have him take part in our services. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 1930 
* ‘MIDDLETOWN’ GOES TO CHURCH” 


E. BurpETE Bakcus 


10:50 A. M. 
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E. Burpetre Backus, Minister 


Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
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Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30, 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

At the beginning of this new year we 
suggest that a renewed effort be made 
for prompt and regular attendance in the 
Church School. The children are in- 
terested in their work and feel a loss 
when they are not able to be here. 
Classes are provided for children of 
kindergarten age and above, and we 
welcome any who come. 

A kindergarten is provided for the 
small children during the church hour 
so that the parents may attend the ser- 
vice. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Owing to illness Dr. Bullard was not 
able to give his lecture last Sunday morn- 
ing, but will give it this week. The title 
is “Human Sacrifice.” 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Several weeks ago Professor E. A. 
Lundkvist gave an address on “The Foun- 
ders of Adult Education.” He is to con- 
tinue the series and will speak again on 
Sunday morning. You will be interested 
in what Prof. Lundkvist has to say. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. A. M. Newton will speak again to 
The Fellowship on astronomy. His prev- 
ious lecture on this subject was very 
much enjoyed and the group again wel- 
comes his appearance. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
made of electrical force, whose physical 
reality disappears. The scientist is then 
confronted with the mystic elements. 

Things are not what they seem in the 
physical world; we are always dealing 
with illusion. For example, we cannot 
analyze a beautiful landscape and find 
in it anything which is beauty, But the 
feeling that the landscape is beautiful 
exists, 

There are realms of the human spirit 
that are untrammeled by the investiga- , 
tions of physics. The feeling of creation, 
the yearning toward God, the expression 
of art, cannot be investigated, but they 
are nevertheless real. The sanction for 
this reality is either within us, or else 
it is an inner light coming from a greater 
power than we are. We must under- 
stand that this mystie sense is as real 
as the knowledge we find in the physical 
world. 

Dr. Eddington says that the convie- 
tion which we postulate is that certain 
states of awareness in consciousness have 
equal significance with those that are 
called sensations. In other words, some 
of our states of consciousness are as 
significant as are the things we get 
through sense perception. 

What value shall we give to these 
mystic elements? Are they real, or are 
we being deceived? We are continually 
being deceived by sense perceptions. In- 
timate knowledge, then, has the same 
value as has external knowledge. 

Dr. Eddington says that physics pre- 
supposes a background outside the scope 
of investigation by the physicist. “There 
is something doing something, I know 
not what.” In this background we must 
first find our own personality. Then we 
must find a greater personality than that 
of the individual. ‘ 

Finally Dr. Eddington reaches the con- 
clusion that the idea of a universal mind 
is a fairly plausible inference from the 
present state of scientific theory; it is 
at least in harmony with it. 

Sermon by Howarp B. Barp. — 

Reported by ZENNA ALEXANDER. 
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A CHURCH OF MANKIND 


The Catholic Church has her great 
composers in stone, artists in speech, and 
actors in marble; the Protestant its 
great composers in philosophy and litera- 
ture, with their melody of thought, their 
harmony of ideas. One day there must 
be a church of mankind, whose com- 
posers of humanity shall think men and 
women into life, and build with living 
stones; their painting, their sculpture, 
their architecture, the manhood of the 
individual, the virtue of the family and 
community; their philosophy, their elo- 
quence and song, the happiness of the 
nation, the peace and good will of all 
the world. 

THEODORE PARKER. 


A PREFACE TO MORALS 


Walter Lippman’s book of the above 
title is divided into three sections en- 
titled “The Dissolution of the Ancestral 
Order,” “The Foundations of Humanism,” 
and “The Genius of Modernity.” Begin- 
ning Sunday, January 12th, Mr. Backus 
will give a series of three addresses on 
the book, devoting one Sunday to each 
of the divisions. Plan now to hear the 
entire series. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


On Tuesday, January 7th, the women 
of the Alliance are invited to a demon- 
stration luncheon at the Los Angeles 
Evening Express building. Tickets are 
50c and reservations must be made at the 
church office if you have not already done 
so. Luncheon will be served at 12:30 
on the third floor of the Express build- 
ing, 240 South Hill Street. This is a 
courtesy on the part of the Express, and 
what money is taken in goes to the Al- 
liance treasury. 

Members of the sewing group, and oth- 
ers who would like to assist in this de- 
partment of the Alliance, are invited to 
meet on Thursday morning, January 9th, 
at 10:30. Please bring your. own lunch. 


A CREED 
I be- 


lieve that the world in which we live is 


“Today, then, this is my creed. 
a good world. I believe in the infinite 
worth of man, and the possibility of his 
unending spiritual growth. I believe in 
a plan of life which finds room for play 
and work, for comradeship and service, 
for meditation and aspiration. I believe 
that all human life should be directed 
toward the enrichment of the lives of 
humanity. I believe in the immortality 
of noble living. I believe in a spiritual 
God. All of my belief is sustained and 
mellowed by faith, courage, cheerfulness, 
gentleness, reverence, and an understand- 


ing heart. I seek the comradeship of 


‘those who, in the quest for truth and 


with zest for service, would climb togeth- 
er the spiritual peaks.” 
—Percy W. Garpner, 


President of the Unitarian Laymen’s 
League. From the Christian Register. 


We are the sons of pioneers. We dwell 
in a land settled by frontiersmen. In 
every one of us runs the blood of ad- 
venture. Some of us are the children of 
immigrants who forsook all in the 
search for a better country. We are the 
inheritors of freedom won by daring, 
consecration, and conviction. This group 
reaches back by intangible roots of hu- 
man influence to men who thought brave- 
ly centuries ago. After us will come oth- 
er generations, finding their way through 
life, guiding their feet by the light passed 
on to them by us. May we be faithful, 
courageous. May youth be tolerant in its 
quest for certainty. May age be free 
from cynicism, though wise in the values 
of life. May we all be strong to meet 
the experiences of this year, resolute, 
hardy, loving truth better than peace of 
mind, righteousness better than ease, and 
live by the governance of love. 

—A, WAKEFIELD SLATEN. 
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OUR INDEBTEDNESS 

By the time you receive this number 
of the Los Angeles Unitarian you will 
also have received a statement of the fi- 
nancial needs of the church. A word of 
further explanation of the “Special Bud- 
get” included in that statement is in or- 
der. 

The building of the new plant left us 
with a considerable debt. No concerted 
effort has been made to pay this off 
but we can neglect it no longer. We bor- 
rowed $25,000 of the American Unitarian 
Association. Of this we receive $20,000 
without interest, but are required to pay 
back $2,000 a year. This we have been 
unable to do with the result that $6,000 
is now due the Association. We must 
meet this obligation. In addition we 
have to make the final payment of $4,415 
on our organ in October. Then the Trus- 
tees found it necessary to borrow $1,200 
from the bank to meet the current ex- 
penses and this must be repaid. There 
is one other item of $450.00 which we 
pledged last year to the Ministers’ Pen- 
sion Fund, the Pacific Coast Conference 
and the church in Datk, Transylvania, 
which we have been aiding. This still 
remains unpaid. These items of the 
Special Budget total $12,065.00, which 
must be raised in addition to our cur- 
rent running expenses. 

Our entire indebtedness is $36,865.00. 
Of this sum $5,800.00 has been borrowed 
from the church Endowment Funds and 
is therefore not pressing. But we should 
make every effort to care for the remain- 
der of it systematically. If we can meet 
the entire special budget this year our 
burden for the ensuing year will be much 
lighter and before long we shall be en- 
tirely out of debt. After all, an indebt- 
edness of less than $37,000 on a plant 
such as we have is not excessive and we 
are confident that we have the strength 
and the resources to meet it. The pres- 
ent is a difficult time for us and calls for 
special effort on the part of all our 
members, but we will win through. 
Please send in your subscription card at 
once. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Dinner and Business Meet- 
ing of this Church will be held on Tues- 
day evening, January 14th. Dinner will 
be served at 6:30 and will be followed 
by reports of the organizations within 
the church; the election of trustees and 
such other business as may need to come 
before the organization. 

This is the one meeting of the year 
when the members are especially urged 
to attend. It is their privilege to know 
what has been done during the past year 
and have a part in the shaping of the 
program for the new year. We like to 
have these annual meetings real “family” 
affairs. Others are also cordially invited 
to attend. 

Tickets are fifty cents and are on sale 
at the church office, or you may obtain 
them at church next Sunday morning. 
Reservations may be made over the tele- 
phone, DUnkirk 4683, until Sunday, Jan- 
uary 12th. Please be prompt in making 
arrangements for attendance at this im- 
portant church meeting. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 

We are not able at this time to make a 
definite announcement of the program 
for next Sunday night, but hope to have 
something of very great interest to those 
who attend. Supper is served promptly 
at 6:30. Miss Helen Osborne and Mrs. 
R. L. Igel will be hostesses this Sunday. 


TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
Mr. Blake announces that the Triennial 
Conference will be held in San Francisco 
the week after Easter, 1930. It is not too 
early to plan to attend. We will carry 
announcements of the program in later 
issues. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held in the 
church office on Monday evening, Janu- 
ary 6th, at seven o’clock. A full atten- 
dance is asked as important business must 
be transacted. 
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“MIDDLETOWN” AND LOS ANGELES 

A staff of five trained observers spent 
a year and a half in a mid-western indus- 
trial city of 38,000 inhabitants, studying 
the varied aspects of its life. It was en- 
deavored to make this study just as ob- 
jective as the anthropologist’s investiga- 
tion of a tribe in the wilds of Africa or 
the naturalist’s study of the habits of a 
colony of ants. The results are reported 
in a fascinating volume entitled “Mid- 
dletown.” 

One section of the book deals with re- 
ligion in “Middletown.” There are 42 
churches in the city and they are over- 
whelmingly of the Evangelical Protestant 
type. Church membership is taken for 
granted. Christianity of the narrow type 
advocated by the churches is complacent- 
ly assumed to be the only true religion 
and quite sufficient for the needs of all 
mankind. The Bible is held to be a 
sacred book without defect or contra- 
diction. One of the leaders of the com- 
munity stated that “a man who would 
change a word of the St. James version 
must be a consummate fool.” Less than 
one-fifth of the juniors and seniors in the 
local High School thought that the theory 
of evolution is a more accurate account 
of the origin and history of man than a 
literal interpretation of the story given 
in the first chapters of the Bible. “Mid- 
dletown” believes that God was complete- 
ly revealed in his divine Son, and that 
Jesus is the only competent leader the 
world has ever had. “We might lose all 
the other men that ever lived and not 
miss them much,” said one of the most 
progressive preachers, “but Jesus is in- 
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dispensable.” 

The belief in an after-life is taken for 
granted, but apparently the belief in Hell 
is on the wane and the thought of Heaven 
is less vivid than it used to be. Here a 
distinct difference between the attitude 
of the working class and of the business 
and professional classes itself. 
The working class clinging more tena- 
ciously to the traditional beliefs and 
finding compensation for the good things 
which it is denied here in the hope of 
the joys of heaven. Religion is more 
emotionally charged for those who have 
less of this world’s goods than for their 
more fortunate fellow citizens. 

The authors found in “Middletown” 
only a nominal belief in practical ethics. 
Religion is for the most part concerned 
with other-worldly matters. It consists 
of a set of ideals which are desirable 
but unattainable. The churches proclaim 
a gospel of faith instead of works. They 
leave everything to God’s care. Religion 
serves not as a method of meeting situa- 
tions and solving problems but of running 
away from them and taking refuge in an 
ideal world where these troubles do not 
exist. 

It is interesting to note that there is 
less open questioning of the dominant 
religious ideas in the “Middletown” of 
today than there was 40 years ago. Then 
there was an active Ethical Society in 
the city the members of which openly 
disavowed the dogmas of the churches 
and freely discussed the problems of life 
from a secular rather than a theological 
point of view. “The well being of man 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
at ten o’clock. An assembly of the whole 
group is held after which the children go 
to classes where the outlined work for 
each division is followed. AIL children 
in the parish are invited to attend this 
interesting gathering on Sunday mornings. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will lecture to the Adult 
Class on “Mithraism.” At the time Mith- 
raism was popular it was Christianity’s 
only rival. Dr. Bullard will give the his- 
tory of both and compare the beliefs. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Prof. A. E. Lundkvist will continue his 
talks on Adult Education. Prof. Lund- 
kvist is a lecturer for the Extension De- 
partment of the University of California. 
He is a specialist in this particular line 
of education and has an interesting mes- 
sage. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

A series of talks on Love and Mar- 
riage will be given in The Fellowship 
meetings during January and February. 
The first three will be on Sex Hygiene 
and Dr. Helen Hunter will speak on Jan- 
uary 12th. She is well known to Fellow- 
ship members as she has appeared be- 
fore them many times and they can al- 
ways be sure of an interesting and help- 
ful discussion. 
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and not the glory of God should be the 
subject of our effort” was the title of a 
paper read before this society in 1890 and 
it is inconceivable that such a subject 
could be publicly debated in the city 
today. 

But beneath the surface of conformity 
all is not well in “Middletown’s” religious 
life. Men will, in private, confess their 
dis-belief, and there is a growing indif- 
ference to the institutions of religion, and 
ever larger measure of absorption in sec- 
ular pursuits. But the questioners of es- 
tablished beliefs have to work out their 
adjustment in isolation; there is no fel- 
lowship of free minds to assist one an- 
other in establishing a new foundation 
in place of the one that has been aban- 
doned. 

This picture of religion in “Middle- 
town” reveals the desperate need of 
America for a vital Unitarian chureh in 
every community. Reading the pages 
descriptive of the smugness, the narrow- 
ness, the stagnation, the stupidity, the fu- 
tility of religion in this “sample” Amer- 
ican city, one is inspired with an evan- 
gelical zeal to carry the gospel of intel- 
ligent idealism to the heart of “darkest 
America!” Doubtless no miracle of trans- 
formation can speedily be wrought; the 
ills are too deep seated for a sudden cure. 
But the presence of a Unitarian chureh 
would contribute elements essential to 
the health of the religious life. It would 
introduce the leaven of progressive ideas; 
it would serve as a rallying point for 
those individuals who have broken with 
the past but know not where to turn for 
a new orientation; it would serve as a 
perpetual challenge to the sufficiency of 
orthodoxy and would afford the example 
of a people for whom the central concern 
of religion is the fruit which it produces 
in this life. 

We need not, however, leave Los An- 
geles in order to arrive in “Middletown.” 
It has come to dwell in our midst. To 
be sure the conditions of a larger city 
make some differences, but the dominat- 
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ing religious forces of our metropolis are 
precisely the same as those of “Middle- 
While the past 
brought a great transformation for the 
better in many aspects of our city’s life, 
religiously it has stood still. We must 
see the work that we are doing against 
this background. We do afford a fellow- 
ship for those who in “Middletown” have 
to work out their problems in isolation; 
we do offer to the community the chal- 
lenge of a body of people seeking to 
combine the idealism of religion with 
the open mind of science and the prac- 
tical concern of the social reformer. We 
have a magnificent opportunity to render 
a great service to the progressive life of 
the city that we love. Let us, throughout 
the year 1930, unite to do it with a great- 
er degree of effectiveness than we have 
ever done in the past. 


town.” decade has 


E. Burpetre Backus. 


“The government of the United States 
is in no sense founded upon the Christian 
religion. The United States is not a 
Christian Nation any more than it is a 
Jewish Nation or a Mohammedan nation.” 


—GEoRGE WASHINGTON. 


“THE FOUNDATIONS OF 
HUMANISM” 


The sermon next Sunday will be based 
on the second section of Lippman’s book 
“A Preface to Morals.” This is the sec- 
ond in a series of addresses on this book 
which Mr. Backus is giving. 


“If liberal religion is or has been in a 
period of decline, it is primarily because 
we have relinquished the high task of so- 
cial leadership. Our own tradition is all 
on the side of the church’s concern with 
public affairs. Parker and Channing both 
dared to bring to the front the social im- 
plications of their beliefs in freedom and 
independence, and such men have been 
the glory of our liberal faith.” 


Dr. Robert C. Dexter. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


On Thursday morning, January 16, at 
11 o’clock the International Relations 
group will meet. The subject for discuss- 
ion will be “India.” 

At twelve-thirty the usual luncheon will 
be served, and Miss Nanon Herren will 
be the speaker, using as her subject, 
“some phases of the drama.” Miss Her- 
ren is a newpaper woman and a playright 
who lives in Topeka. Kansas. She had 
the honor of being one of four women 
chosen to go abroad for University work 
in Beaune, France. 

Mrs. O. B. Manchester will speak in 
the afternoon at two o'clock, giving a re- 
view of current events, drama and books. 

Please make reservations for the lunch- 
eon. 

Mrs. J. Boucher, a member of the Al- 
liance who lives at Long Beach, has met 
with an accident in which a leg and an 
arm were broken. She is in the Seaside 
Hospital at Long Beach and her daughter 
writes the church office that she will be 
glad to see her friends or hear from them. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The Misses Livering of Inglewood will 
be hostesses for the supper of the Sun- 
day Night Club next Sunday evening. The 
meal will be served promptly at 6:30. The 
charge is 25c. 

We are glad to announce that Dr. R. H. 
Swift, who gave such an interesting illus- 
trated lecture on the X-Ray a few weeks 
ago, is to speak again. His subject will 
be “The Last Chapter in the Greatest 
Story,” a story of the advent of prehis- 
toric man. This lecture will also be il- 
lustrated. 


In my intercourse with men I have 
found that the two rarest qualities in hu- 
man nature are liberality and justice. 
Genius is rare and holiness is rare; but 
show me a thoroughly liberal and fair 
mind, and I will show you a spirit intel- 
lectually as nearly out of prison as any 
spirit in human flesh may hope to be. 


Frederick Henry Hedge. 
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DR. BLAKE PRESENTS BUDGET 

This is the only church in the great 
city of Los Angeles which, free from 
creed and dogma, takes the truly scien- 
tific attitude toward religion. There are 
forces in this city which would rejoice 
to see this church closed. In order to 
insure its continuance your trustees are 
now engaged in an effort to raise $19,875 
for Current Expenses for the calendar 
year, and $12,065 for payment of instal- 
ments upon the church debt, final instal- 
ment of the organ and for deficits from 
last year. For a church of this size, lo- 
cated in a metropolitan center such as 
this is, with its rapidly growing and shift- 
ing population, that budget is extremely 
conservative. Of the $12,065 special bud- 
get, $10,065 represents items which, if 
paid off now, will not appear again in the 
budget. 

May I make three appeals regarding 
this budget? 

1. Sign and return at once the pledge 
card mailed to you with the copy of the 
budget. 

2. Pledge something, however little. 
Weekly envelopes are provided by the 
church. I was amazed, in checking over 
the list of subscribers for 1929 to find the 
large number of members who made no 
subscription either directly or indirectly 
through their families. If every mem- 
ber would subscribe according to his 
means I believe the church’s financial 
problem would be solved. The weekly 
basis makes payment simple. 

3. In pledging, give according to your 
means. Do not overburden yourself, yet 
be fair to your church. Did you ever fig- 
ure out how much you spend for non-es- 
sentials like movies and tobacco in pro- 
portion to how much you give to the 
church? There is no miraculous spring 
from which the treasury of the church 
can be filled You are its source of reve- 
nue and if you care for it you will see 
that it does not lack. 

A report of the talk given by 

BERKELEY B. BLAKE, 

Administrative Vice President of the 
American Unitarian Association, at the 
morning service January 5th. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 
Once a year we gather our whole 
church family together for the purpose 
of reviewing the work done in the pre- 
ceding months and to lay our plans for 


the future. It is important for our 


esprit de corps that all our members shall 
take an active interest in the varied pro- 
gram of the church in its different or- 


ganizations. This year the Annual Meet- 


ing will be held Tuesday evening, Janu- 
ary 14th. 


Dinner at 50 cents a plate will be 
served at 6:30 P. M. All reservations 
must be into the church office by Sunday 
the 12th inst. At our last few dinners 
we have not been able to accommodate all 
who wanted to come. Secure your tickets 
at once that you may not be disappointed. 
There will be brief reports from the var- 
ious societies in the church and Mr. 
Backus will outline his ideas for the fu- 
ture development of the church. 


Ruskin says, “the wealth of a country 
is in its good men and women, and in 
nothing else.” And it is the making and 
multiplying of these which must always 
be the Church’s first work. Nor may we 
postpone the work until the coming of 
the social millennium, in which war and 
badhousing and unemployment are no 
more, shall have made it easier. Here and 
now, amid the evil conditions which are 
the work has to be done; men and wo- 
men have to be redeemed. To teach little 
children to reverence truth and honour, 
and youth to follow after courage and 
purity; to help men and women to find 
in this confusing world the right way, and 
to walk in it; to bring hope to the des- 
pairing and comfort to the sorrowing; to 
make, in our own little patch of ground, 
the lilies of peace to grow instead of the 
blood-red blossoms of hate—all this, may 
seem so tame, so commonplace, so unhe- 
roic, but only so the kingdom of God can 
come and His will on earth be done. 


—From The Manchester Guardian. 
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A PREFACE TO MORALS 


The modern man of intelligence and 
education finds himself in a dilemma. It 
is no longer possible for him to accept 
the religious faith of his fathers and yet 
he is most unhappy in his irreligion. 
Iconoclasm is not enough; it requires 
something more fundamental than smash- 
ing idols to fortify men’s souls and give 
their lives significance. There is no 
question that during the ages of faith 
religion did give meaning and dignity 
to human existence, and now that man 
has lost that faith he is ever and again 
the victim of a sense of the futility of his 
existence. Walter Lippmann, in “A 
Preface to Morals”, addresses himself to 
those who are conscious of this dilemma 
and who are earnestly seeking a religion 
which shall do for them what the faith 
of the past has done for men of other 
generations. 

The first portion of the book is a bril- 
liant analysis of how the present situa- 
tion has come about. The author says 
that we of today are like an audience 
which has just seen a tremendous drama 
which has the whole earth for a stage. 
In the prologue all was chaos and then 
God created the earth and established 
order. In the epilogue the elect of God 
are enjoying the bliss of life in the New 
Jerusalem which is so radiant that it 
needs not the light of the sun. Between 
these two there unfolded the whole his- 
tory of man; everything moved under 
the guidance of God’s purpose and the 
plot of the drama was furnished by the 
great theme of the salvation of the soul 
of man. It was the most majestic, the 


most tremendous product that the imag- 
ination of man has ever conceived. Even 
today there are many in the audience 
who are so completely under the spell 
of the drama that it seems to them the 
very substance of reality; they accept it 
as the truth. But many there are who 
have been disillusioned, who now realize 
that the whole story was the creation of 
man’s fertile brain and that it is en- 
tirely out of harmony with what we have 
been learning in the past few centuries 
concerning the world in which we live. 

There are many factors which have 
contributed to this “dissolution of the 
ancestral order.” The emancipation of 
the state, of business, and of the family 
from the complete domination which 
was exercised over them by the church 
in past centuries has been of great im- 
portance in undermining the attitude of 
faith, When the institution which pre- 
sumed to speak as God’s representative 
on earth was all powerful it was much 
easier for men to believe its dogmas, ac- 
cept its authority than is the case today 
when its power has been circumscribed 
in a much narrower field. The rise of a 
machine civilization, with the resulting 
big cities, has been another important 
factor in hastening the decay of the an- 
cient faith, The naive acceptance of the 
traditional religion belongs to the simple 
countryside rather than to the complex 
life of the world today. 

But the greatest factor in bringing 
about the disillusionment has been the 
progress of science. Today much of the 
authority which in the past belonged to 
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E. Burpetre Backus, Minister 


Office hours — Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock with the whole 
group assembled for music and discus- 
sion. Later the children go to their re- 
spective classes where the outlined work 
for each division is followed. All chil- 
dren in the parish are invited to attend 
this interesting gathering on Sunday 
mornings. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 


The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “The Messianic Hope.” 
The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 


Dr. Robert Whittaker, who so inter- 
estingly discussed political affairs in 
England before the class a few weeks 
ago, will speak again. This Sunday his 
subject will be “England, Evolution or 
Revolution.” You are cordially invited 
to attend. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 


The second talk in the series on Love 
and Marriage will be given by Dr. Sam- 
uel Ayres, Jr. Dr. Ayres is a prominent 
physician in the city, and it is an honor 
to have him give his valuable time to 
this group. He will continue the dis- 
cussion on Sex Hygiene which was in- 
troduced by Dr. Helen Hunter last week. 
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the priest as the spokesman of God has 
been transferred to the scientist. He is, 
in the eyes of the common man, the true 
miracle worker, and because of the won- 
ders which he has wrought when he 
gives a different account of the creation 
of the world and the character of its 
government from that related by the 
theologian there is a strong disposition to 
believe him and to discredit the theories 
of the latter. 

Mr. Lippmann contends that the at- 
tempts to reconcile science and religion 
are fruitless; the two spring from essen- 
tially hostile attitudes of the human 
mind. The most that can be hoped for 
is a working compromise between the 
two. Not only is the method of science 
irreconcilable with that of religion but 
modern science rejects the belief which 
is at the heart of all popular religion, that 
the “forces which move the stars and 
the atoms are contingent upon the pref- 
erences of the human heart.” Religion 
insists that the power which rules the 
universe is essentially of the same na- 
ture as human love; science reports a 
world that is indifferent to human values. 

The combined effect of these different 
factors is that, with the best will in the 
world, the modern man finds himself un- 
able to believe; the temper of his mind 
will not permit him to deal in certain- 
ties; he knows that knowledge is pro- 
gressive and that he must continually be 
ready to revise his opinions. The atti- 
tude of faith is gone. There have been 
periods in the past when men _ have 
ceased to believe in the religion of their 
fathers, but there are essential differences 
in the conditions which exist today from 
anything the past has known. Today it 
is not merely an educated minority which 
has fallen into unbelief, but great masses 
of men, indeed all who have come within 
the influence of modern forces. In the 
past only a few were ever affected at any 
one period of doubt. Furthermore the 
rate of change in the centuries that are 
gone was relatively slow and men were 
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able to accommodate themselves to it. 
The process was so gradual that a new 
orthodoxy could grow up to incorporate 
the fresh ideas of the heretics. But at 
present the change in men’s ideas pro- 
ceeds at a dizzy pace with the conse- 
quence that it is no longer possible to 
develop a new orthodoxy. Our minds 
can not settle down in any one position 
but must be kept in a constant state of 
fiux. 

Mr. Lippmann says that at one time 
the hope was held out that religious lib- 
eralism would meet the needs of this 
troublesome period, but that experience 
has demonstrated this hope to be false. 
What the liberal has done has simply 
been to try to cling to the old doctrines 
in such an attentuated form that they 
would not seem to conflict with modern 
knowledge. The theology of Dr. Fosdick 
serves as an example. His description of 
the God in whom he believes is so 
vague that it cannot possibly meet the 
religious requirements of humanity. Lib- 
eralism can only serve as a temporary 
resting place until we have worked out 
a more radical readjustment of our relig- 
ious life. 

The chief concern of the book is to 
serve as a guide to the moral principles 
which shall serve men now that the old 
standards have broken down. When 
men believed that the world was under 
the rule of a heavenly king morality was 
a relatively simple matter; it consisted 
in conforming the will of man to the 
will of God. Men felt that what God 
demanded of them was definitely re- 
vealed in the Bible and that in the 
Church they had an authoritative inter- 
preter of God’s laws. Today men re- 
sent the idea that they shall follow cer- 
tain lines of conduct because it is the 
will of a heavenly king. This reason 
has lost its power over their minds. But 
they have not replaced it by any ade- 
quate motive for righteousness and the 
result is the moral chaos of today. Mr. 
Lipmann’s argument is that we must 
substitute for the notion that the duty 


of man is to conform his will to the will 
of God, the conviction that the duty of 
man is to conform his will to the surest 
knowledge of what makes for the highest 
human happiness. The true basis for 
morality is not in laws imposed on man 
from above, but in human nature itself. 
“They must find the tests of righteous- 
ness wholly within human experience. 
Happiness cannot be the reward of vir- 
tue; it must be the intelligible conse- 
quence of it. It follows, too, that virtue 
cannot be commanded; it must be willed 
out of personal conviction and desire. 
Such a morality may properly be called 
humanism, for it is centered not in su- 
perhuman but in human nature.” 

The implications of this position will 
be presented in two succeeding articles. 

E. Burvetre Backus. 


THE FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 


The committee has had a splendid re- 
sponse to the appeal recently sent out for 
assistance in the 1930 budget and the 
special budget. We are happy to report 
that to date 190 subscriptions have been 
received totaling $7,558.00. It is inter- 
esting to note that of the total number 
of subscriptions, thirty-eight, or exactly 
one fifth, are new ones. If those who 
have been accustomed to giving respond 
in like measure, there will be no trouble 
in raising the required sum. 

If you have not turned in your card 
will you not do so at once, thus saving 
the expense of a reminder from the 
church office. We are anxious to hear 
from every member on our mailing list. 
Even if you feel that you cannot pledge 
a specified sum, send in your card that 
we may have a report for each one listed 
in our files. 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Supper will be served promptly at 6.30. 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Merrill will be 
the hosts. It will be followed by an en- 
tertainment given by the Los Angeles 
Steamship Company. Full announcement 
will be found elsewhere in the bulletin. 
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UNIQUE ENTERTAINMENT 


The Sunday Night Club offers to the 
members of the congregation an unusual 
entertainment on Sunday evening, Janu- 
ary 19th, at 7:30 in Channing Hall. The 
Los Angeles Steamship Company is pre- 
senting a program in which Uncle Remus 
(E. M. Bonnell), well-known radio en- 
tertainer, will be featured, and a new two- 
reel Hawaiian film, “Off to Paradise”, 
will be shown. 


With film and lecture, Uncle Remus 
takes his audience to the Magic Islands 
for the evening, sailing from Los An- 
geles on a luxurious modern steamship, 
and showing them the gaiety of ship- 
board life during the six days of the 
voyage. The film covers island scenes 
very extensively, touching on four of the 
islands and including the famous beach 
at Waikiki, with surf-board riding and 
other water sports, native Hawaiians at 
work and play, pineapple fields and sug- 
ar plantations, the daylight trip to Hilo 
on the Island of Hawaii, the world’s 
largest active volcano, Kilauea, and 
many other typical Hawaiian scenes. 


Between the two reels Uncle Remus 
entertains with song and story, giving 
also a brief talk on his own trip to the 
Islands and touching on the history of 
Hawaii. 

All members of the congregation are 
cordially invited to be the guests of the 
Sunday Night Club and the Los Angeles 
Steamship Company at this entertain- 
ment. Remember! Sunday evening, 
January 19th, at 7:30 in Channing Hall. 
Come and bring your friends. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


Two young men in the church plan 
to attend Antioch College. They must 
earn their own way and desire to secure 
employment to that end. Both are High 
School graduates, and are willing to un- 
dertake any kind of work for which they 
are fitted. If you know of any way in 
which they can be assisted to carry out 
this worthy ambition kindly inform Mrs. 
Backus. (ROchester 0209.) 


MUSICAL EVENING 

The Dramart announces a most inter- 
esting musical program for the evening 
of January 23rd. Irmalee Campbell, so- 
prano soloist, and Charles King, tenor 
soloist, both members of the famous Mis- 
sion Play quartet, will offer a group of 
numbers; Maestro C. Seccone, Italian 
tenor, and Escha Bledsoe, violinist, for- 
merly with the Women’s New Orleans 
Symphony Orchestra, will also appear on 
the program. Madame Di Zaruba, presi- 
dent of the Los Angeles Community 
Opera will speak. 

Members of the congregation and their 
families are cordially invited to attend 
this concert. There will be no admission 
charge, but according to the custom of 
the Dramart a silver offering will be 
taken. — 

A great deal of the joy of life consists 
in doing perfectly, or at least to the best 
of one’s ability, everything which he at- 
tempts to do. There is a sense of satis- 
faction, a pride in surveying such a work 
—a work which is rounded, full, exact, 
complete in all its parts — which the 
superficial man, who leaves his work in a 
slovenly, slipshod, half finished condi- 
tion, can never know. It is this conscien- 
tious completeness, which turns work in- 
to art. The smallest thing, well done, 
becomes artistic—WiILL1AM MatTrHEws. 

ALLIANCE NOTES 

Thursday, January 23rd, is Social Ser- 
vice day and the women are invited to 
come to help sew on that day. Work for 
the Children’s Hospital is on hand at 
present. The group meets at 10:30. Each 
is asked to bring her own lunch and hot 
drinks will be served by the committee. 

THE GREAT SOCIETY 

The concluding “address in the series 
on “A Preface to Morals” will be given 
on Sunday, January 26th. It deals with 


the consequence of the humanist posi-— 


tion for government, business, and the 
family relations. No more wholesome 
treatment of the vexing problem of sex 
relations has been offered than the one 
contained in this section of Mr. Lipp- 
mann’s book. 
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HIGH RELIGION 


The second portion of Walter Lipp- 
mann’s “A Preface to Morals” is devoted 
to the foundations of what the author 
calls “High Religion.” He says that all 
through the centuries of human history 
there have been a few men of insight 
who have been aware of the inadequacy 
of the popular religion which is based on 
the assumption that the universe is gov- 
erned by a Divine King. For such men 
as Buddha, Confucius, Jesus, Paul, Spi- 
noza, religion consisted not so much in 
a particular belief about the nature of the 
world but was essentially a discipline of 
the inner life. They knew that if ever 
men were to attain the happiness for 
which they yearn they will not receive 
it as a gift from on high but must win 
it by the manner in which they fashion 
their own characters. It is in this “High 
Religion,” which is the art of the inner 
life, that Mr. Lippmann sees the way out 
of the dilemma in which the modern 
man finds himself. 

It is an arresting fact that all the great 
religious teachers, and all the moral phil- 
osophers from Aristotle to George Ber- 
nard Shaw have insisted that there must 
be an element of asceticism in any satis- 
factory life. In order to attain happiness 
man must be willing to forego the grati- 
fication of some of his appetites. This 
is counsel which falls on heedless ears 
for the most part because asceticism is 
contrary to the temper of the modern 
mind which is much more ready to es- 
pouse the ideal of “expression” than of 
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discipline. Asceticism connotes to most 
of us the irrational austerities of the man 
who thinks to win grace by torturing his 
body, or by killing all the spontaneous 
joy of life. But the word is derived 
from the Greek for “I practice” and prop- 
erly understood implies that training of 
the inner life which is intended to give 
a mastery over the desires, emotions, 
thoughts, and moods which is compar- 
able to the athlete’s control of his body. 
Without such a discipline we are doomed 
to remain spiritual infants. 

High Religion substitutes for the cos- 
mic drama of Divine Providence the in- 
tensely personal drama of the develop- 
ment of the individual soul from infancy 
to maturity. When we are babies we live 
in a world which in large measure cor- 
responds to the world of popular relig- 
ion; we are surrounded with a loving 
care that answers all our wants; we 
have the illusion of a universe that is 
governed by our own desires. Most 
people grow old without growing up; 
they still retain many traces of the emo- 
tional attitude of childhood, and continue 
to expect that the world will meet all 
their wishes. They never learn to accom- 
modate themselves to reality; they con- 
tinue to cry for the moon. Popular re- 
ligion quiets them by giving them a 
sugar-plum to suck, in the form of a 
promise that by and by they will find 
the fulfillment of their hearts desire. 
High Religion demands of them that they 
grow up, accept the universe as it is, ac- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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E. BurpetreE Backus, Minister 


Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 


Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 


Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 


The Church School opens each Sun- 
day morning at ten o'clock with the 
whole group assembled for music and 
discussion. Later the children go to 
their respective classes where the out- 
lined work for each division is followed. 
All children in the parish are invited 
to attend this interesting gathering on 
Sunday mornings. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 


Dr. Bullard will give an entirely new 
lecture entitled “Paganism in Chris- 
tianity.” 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 


Dr. Robert Whittaker will again speak 
to the Study Class on “The London Con- 
ference.” Dr. Whittaker is 
formed on international affairs and his 
discussions are always very much worth 
while. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 


Continuing the series of talks on Sex 
Hygiene, Dr. Helen Hunter will speak to 
the girls in The Fellowship room and 
Dr. Ayres to the boys in Mr. Backus’ 
study. There will be opportunity for 
questions from the young people. 


well in- 


(Continued from Page 1) 


commodate themselves to the idea that 
their desire is not the law which rules 
the stars, learn to restrict their desires 
to what is possible, and build up in their 
own minds a citadel that the Universe is 
powerless to crush. 

The best way to understand the true 
nature of High Religion is to observe it 
in the life of one of its outstanding 
exemplars. Benedict Spinoza, the great 
Jewish philosopher and saint who lived 
in Holland in the last part of the 17th 
century will serve our purpose. In his 
essay on “The Improvement of the Un- 
derstanding” he tells us that after ex- 
perience had taught him that the pur- 
suits in which our common humanity 
seeks its happiness are vain and futile he 
resolved to see if there were not some 
different kind of good the discovery and 
attainment of which would enable him to 
enjoy supreme and continuous happiness. 

Riches, fame, and the pleasures of the 
senses, to which men look for their 
happiness, he discovered were a hinder- 
ance to any higher good when they were 
pursued as ends in themselves; but if 
they were subordinated to a higher good 
they had a legitimate place in man’s life. 
The highest good he describes as fol- 
lows: “Man conceives a human character 
much more stable than his own, and sees 
that there is no reason why he should 
not himself acquire such a character. 
Thus he is led to seek for means which 
will bring him to this pitch of perfec- 
tion, and calls everything which serves 
as such a means a true good. The chief 
good is that he should arrive, together 
with other individuals if possible, at the 
possession of the aforesaid character. 
This is the end for which I strive: to at- 
tain such character myself, and to en- 
deavor that many should attain it with 
me. It is a part of my happiness to lend 
a helping hand that many others may un- 
derstand even as I do.” 

Spinoza demonstrated in his own life 
the practical success of the ideal which 
inspired him. In all ages a few rare 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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spirits have attained the same maturity 
of life. For them the moral problem has 
been solved because desire and right- 
eousness coincide; they can say with Con- 
fucious “I could follow the desires of 
my heart without transgressing the right.” 
There has been in them a certain de- 
tachment from the world 
served to protect them from the ravages 
of its changes and yet has not prevented 
them from being intensely alive and vi- 
ially concerned in the affairs of their 
fellow 


which has 


men. They have attained a se- 
renity, a peace, a happiness that can be 
won in no other way. 

Mr. Lippmann recognizes the difficulty 
He knows that to the man 
who is looking for easy salvation it will 
seem cold and impossible. Yet he in- 
sists that if we are to escape from the 
moral confusion of our time, if men are 
again to win a faith that shall give their 
lives significance and power, it will have 
to be by following out the implications 
of this High Religion. The 
modern thought have made it impossible 
for us to return to the refuge of fiction 
and illusion. We are under the compul- 
sion of necessity to try the difficult path 
that men of the spirit of Spinoza and 
Marcus Aurelius have trod. That which 
was once the luxury of a few aristocrats 
of the spirit has now become a necessity 
for us all. The only possible religion 
for modern men is that of an inner dis- 
cipline which shall enable them to over- 
come the world. 

The Unitarian emphasis is in complete 
accord with Mr. Lippman at this point. 
We have long insisted that character is 
the test in religion. As one of our own 
members put it: “Our concern in religion 
is not with where we are going but with 
what we are.” Now, upon those who an- 
nounce themselves as disciples of this 
High Religion there devolves a special 
obligation in this critical period. Not 
only is it important that we should make 
clear the intellectual basis of our re- 
ligion, but also, and more important, we 
must reveal in our own lives the poten- 


in this ideal. 


acids of 


cy of the faith we profess. Each one of 
us is confronted with the choice of re- 
maining infantile and being profoundly 
unhappy because the world does not 
meet our demands, or of growing up and 
accepting the universe as it is because we 
have attained a strength of character 
which is a sure protection. The mature 
soul alone knows supreme happiness and 
is competent to point the way for 
others. 
E. Burpettre Backus. 


NEW. “BOND OF UNION” 
At the Annual Meeting of the Congre- 


‘gation it was voted to substitute in the 


place of the Bond of Union which mem- 
bers in the past have been asked to sign 
on joining the church the following 
statement which is used by a number of 
other Unitarian churches. “Love is the 
spirit of this church, service is its law. 
This is our great covenant: to dwell to- 
gether in peace, to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another.” Subscription 
to this statement is the sole condition of 
membership, aside from the agreement 
to give such personal and financial sup- 
port as is individually possible. The 
reason for the change made was that the 
theological implications of the former 
Bond of Union acted as a barrier to 
keep out of our organization many sin- 
cere and splendid persons. Six new mem- 
bers signed the membership book at the 
close of the service on Sunday. 


THE SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The members of the Sunday Night 
Club have decided to change the night 
of meeting in order to accommodate 
many who find it inconvenient to attend 
on Sunday evenings, and also to intro- 
duce a different type of program. The 
plan is an experiment and its continu- 
ance will depend entirely upon the in- 
terest manifested. 

The first mid-week meeting will be at 
8 o’clock on Wednesday evening, Janu- 
ary 29th. There will be no program on 
Sunday evening, January 26th. 
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THE ANNUAL DINNER 


Owing to inclement weather for the 
past two weeks the attendance at the An- 
nual Dinner and Business Meeting of the 
church on Tuesday evening, January 14, 
was small, but it was, nevertheless, a most 
enjoyable occasion. The dinner 
served by Mrs. Mentzer, and was, of 
course, a delicious meal. 


Mrs. R. C. Gillis, F. R. Cyr, D. C. Ross, 
W. H. Pierce, Mrs Zenna Alexander, and 
Dr. R. H. Swift were elected as trustees 
to fill the vacancies on the Board. The 
retiring trustees are Mrs. J. P. Hunt, A. 
V. Andrews, Mrs. J. B. Baker, and M. H. 
McCall. Dr. Moore resigned leaving an 
unexpired term of one year. 


was 


Mr. Backus spoke concerning the hopes 
and plans he has for the church for the 
future and the heads of organizations out- 
lined their work for the past year and 
told plans for 1930. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 


All the men of the congregation are 
invited to attend the monthly dinner of 
the Laymen’s League to be held on Wed- 
nesday evening, January 29th at 6:30. 
Judge Marshall McComb of the Los An- 
geles Superior Court will be the guest of 
the League and will address the group 
after dinner. 


Please purchase your ticket or make 
your reservation before Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 28th. 


FELLOWSHIP DANCE AND CARD 
PARTY 


On February 1 The Fellowship will 
give a party to which every one who en- 
joys dancing and cards is invited. The 
primary purpose of this event is to raise 
money with which to pay the Fellow- 
ship’s annual contribution to the Nation- 
al Young People’s Religious Union. 
Miss Virginia Frederick, Field Secretary 
for the Y. P. R. U. will be the guest of 
honor. A large attendance is hoped for. 
The admission price is only 25c. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

The Alliance will give one of its fam- 
ous bridge teas on Thursday afternoon, 
January 30th, from two until five. Mrs. 
Stella B. Wright and Mrs. Lucille Snow 
will act as hostesses. All the women of 
the congregation are cordially invited to 
attend and use this lovely social gather- 
ing as a place to entertain friends. Tick- 
ets are 50c, and may be obtained from 
the church office or from a member of 
the committee. 

Each Thursday 
group meets and all women who can as- 
Just at present some 
very urgent work for the Children’s Hos- 
pital is on hand. 

The Associate Alliance will meet at 
Santa Barbara on Friday, Februray 7th. 
A most interesting program is planned 
and the officers of the oganization hope 
that many will attend. Those who have 
cars are asked to report to the church 
office if they can accommodate passen- 
gers. 


morning the sewing 


sist are invited. 


DR. ROMAN TO LECTURE 

The Laymen’s League has arranged 
with Dr. Frederick W. Roman for a 
series of three Sunday evening lectures 
beginning January 26th. He will discuss 
conditions in the countries which he vis- 
ited during his recent trip to Europe, 
and the subject of his first lecture will 
be “Contemporary Russia.” 

Miss Phyllis Hunter will give a half 
hour organ recital preceding the lecture 
on Sunday night. 


RELIGION AND SOCIAL IDEALISM 

On Sunday, February 2nd, Mr. Backus 
will speak on the relation which has exis- 
ted and which should exist between or- 
ganized religion and the great social 
causes with which the progress of hu- 
manity is bound up. Miss Virginia Fred- 
erick, Field Secretary of the National 
Young People’s Religious Union, will 
be a pulpit guest on this occasion. Miss 
Frederick is visiting the churches of 
the Pacific Coast in the interest of the 
young people’s work. 
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LOVE IN THE GREAT SOCIETY 


In the concluding portion of “A Pref- 
ace to Morals” Mr. Lippmann 
how the ideal of a mature personality, 


shows 


in which desire has been disciplined to 
conform with the right, is becoming in- 
creasingly condi- 
tions of modern life. The demands of 
science, the exegiencies of big business 
organization, the complexities of social 
life make it imperative that we shall de- 
velop a type of men and women who 
have within themselves the requisite 
principles for intelligent, socialized di- 
rection of their actions. The compul- 
sion of necessity is driving us towards 


necessary under the 


an approximation of that self mastery 
which enabled Confucius to say: “I could 
follow the desires of my heart without 
transgressing the right.” 

No where is this high level of morality 
more necessary than in the field of sex 
relations. The traditional standards 
have broken chaos has re- 
sulted because no new principle has been 
established to take their place. In the 
past the standards were very largely de- 
termined by the authority exercised by 
Sex was regarded as 


down and 


man over woman. 
an impure means to a noble end. It was 
held to be justified for woman only for 
the purpose of having children. She 
was very closely guarded to make sure 
that she did not transgress. When wom- 
an’s life was sheltered, when the chief 
sphere of her activity was in the home, 
the enforcement of this standard was rel- 
atively easy. But in the complex so- 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mr. Backus will not speak on the sub- 
ject announced in Jast week’s issue but 
will substitute in its place a discussion 
of “Journey's End” now being played at 
the Belasco. This famous war play will 
serve as an admirable basis from which 
to consider the ideal of world peace and 
the part which religion should play in 
the attainment of that ideal. 


ciety of today with the increasing eco- 
nomic independence of woman this has 
become well-nigh impossible. “The 
whole revolution in the field of sexual 
morals turns upon the fact that external 
control of the chastity of woman is be- 
coming impossible.” 

The single factor of greatest impor- 
tance in producing this revolution has 
been the widespread practice of birth 
control. This is unquestionably justified 
for the health of the mother and the 
children, for eugenic reasons, for the eco- 
nomic well-being of the family, but we 
must not close our eyes to the fact that 
it has brought other consequences as 
well, some of which are on the debit 
side. It has vastly stimulated the evolu- 
tion of an entirely different attitude tow- 
ards sex. When you change the conse- 
quences of an act you inevitably alter the 
judgment that is passed on that act. Birth 
control has released the lurking satisfac- 
tion that lay concealed behind the an- 
cient taboo and has led men and women 
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Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 


Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10:00 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o'clock with the whole 
group assembled for music and discus: 
sion. Later the children go to their re- 
spective classes where the outlined work 
for each division is followed. All chil- 
den in the parish are invited to attend 
this interesting gathering on Sunday 
mornings. 

The Adult Class—10:00 A. M. 

“The Genesis of Unitarianism” will be 
the subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture. 

The Study Class—10:00 A. M. 

Dr. Robert Whittaker will continue his 
discussion of English affairs, and will 
speak on the subject “England’s Problem 
With India.” These talks by Dr. Whitta- 
ker are most instructive. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

The talks on Love and Marriage will 
continue through February. On February 
2nd Mr. Benshimol will speak on the sub- 
ject “Married.” 

(Continued from Page 1) 
to the conclusion that the sex relation is 
not of itself an evil thing, but a legiti- 
mate and desirable pleasure. They are 
no longer ashamed of their passion for 
each other. This may rightly be regarded 


as a gain. 


But this knowledge could not he re- 
It in- 
evitably penetrated the whole of society 
with the consequence that parents and 
others in authority found it in- 
creasingly difficult to maintain the sex 
conventions for children, They 
could not argue that the 
sex relation was an evil in itself; they 
could only contend that the psychological 
consequences are bad when sex is not 
made incidental to the enduring partner- 
This is 
a rather flimsy barrier with which to 
seek to restrain a primal urge and it is 
not surprising that many young people 
have doubted the judgment of their eld- 
ers and have decided to experiment for 
themselves. 

Indeed they have the sanetion for this 
proceeding from some high minded 
adults among our contemporaries. It 
has been plausibly argued that birth-con- 
trol makes it possible to separate the 
pleasures of sex from the responsibilities 
of parenthood, and that we should revise 
our standards so that young people could 
indulge in these pleasures without sense 
of shame. Mr. Bertrand Russell, one of 
the outstanding philosophers of the Eng- 
lish-speaking world, has said that in his 
view the law should take no notice of 
sexual relations apart from children; that 
the main thing in marriage is not the 
feeling of the parents for each other, but 
their cooperation in bearing children. 
He would not consider physical infidel- 
ity cause for divorce but would teach 
people that it is to be expected and toler- 
ated. 

To all of this Mr. Lippman replies that 
birth-control makes such a_ separation 
of “love” and parenthood possible but 
by no means humanly desirable. He is 
convinced that there is much more wis- 
dom in the convention of marriage than 
there is in this “separatist” philosophy. 
Lovers who have nothing to do but to 
love each other are not to be envied. 
Love is not self-sustaining. When it is 
dissociated from the chief business, the 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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stern realities of life, it leads only to a 
dreary waste-land devotees 
soon lose the capacity to respect their 
chief preoccupation and life turns to 
their mouths. The conditions 
of happiness in the love life are best met 
in the home. 


where its 


ashes in 


This is the enduring wis- 
dom of marriage. 

The responsibility for a large measure 
of unhappiness in married life at the 
present time falls upon the romantic idea 
of love which holds that marriages are 
made in heaven, or that love is a sort of 
fairy wielding a magic wand to bring af- 
finities together and guaranteeing them 
without further effort on their part the 
conventional conclusion of fairy tales, 
“and they lived happily ever afterwards!” 
The wisdom of marriage rests on an ex- 
tremely unsentimental view of lovers and 
their passions. 
preference for each other, common social 
back-ground, 
and the conviction that the relation is a 
permanent one, compatibility in 
riage can normally be attained. 


It says given an initial 


common responsibilities 


mar: 
Nine- 
tenths of the causes of love are in the 
lover, and only one-tenth in the object 
of his love. The success of marriage 
depends on what is done with that nine- 
tenths in the lover. Compatability is an 
achievement and accident. If 
instead of taking the childish attitude of 
expecting the other person to confer 
happiness the partners of marriage will 
try in a mature way to adjust their 
worlds to one another it is probable 
that their efforts will be crowned with 
success. 

Mr. Lippmann recognizes that in the 


not an 


complexity of modern life there are enor- 
mous difficulties to be overcome; a suc- 
cessful marriage requires two persons 
who are capable of taking the mature at- 
titude towards their common 
that adds greatly to the difficulty. He be- 
lieves that the state should provide a dig- 
nified method of retreat in case of failure. 
But he believes that marriage will con- 
tinue because it correctly interprets hu- 
It will survive as the 


venture; 


man experience. 


dominant insight into the reality of love 
and happiness. 

In another connection Mr. Lippmann 
defines ideals as “an imaginative under- 
standing of that which is desirable in that 
We may well apply 
A young man and a young 
woman find themselves drawn to each 
other by mutual passion. All life is 
toned up for them; they discover fresh 
beauty in the world about them; their 
own powers are quickened; they do their 
work easily and have an excess of ener- 
gy. It is desirable, and it is possible, 
that from this bright, quick flame which 
has sprung up in them they shall kindle 
the great logs which are the realities and 
the substance of their lives; then shall 


which is possible.” 
this to love. 


it grow into a fire which shall spread 
its warmth and its glow through the 
whole of their two intermingled worlds 
and it shall be an inspiration, a comfort 
and a blessing to them through all their 
days. KE. Burverre Backus. 
CHARLES DARWIN 

The birthday of Charles Darwin falls 
on the same date as that of Abraham 
Lincoln, February 12th. On the Sunday 
preceding that date, February 9th, Mr. 
The sub- 
ject is timely because of the large amount 
of publicity recently given to Prof. Os- 
born’s announcement that he no longer 
accepts Darwin’s theory of the evolution 
of man. 


Backus will speak on Darwin. 


VALENTINE PARTY 

On Friday evening, February 14th, the 
Sunday Night Club will be hosts at a 
party to which all members of the con- 
gregation are invited, Cards and dancing 
will form the major part of entertain- 
ment. The Club is anxious that this 
event will prove to be areal “all-church” 
affair. The furnished 
the music at the Dramart entertainment 


orchestra which 
last week has been engaged and that in- 
sures a splendid dance program. 

Tickets are only 50c and may be ob- 
tained at the church office or from Mrs. 
Butts and her committee. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


On Thursday, February 6, the Executive 
Board will meet promptly at eleven 
o'clock. :; 

Birthdays in February will be observed 
at the luncheon which will be served at 
12:30. There will be three minute 
speeches by guests of honor. Later a 
program of music will be given and Mrs. 
Caroline Atherton will speak. Mrs. Ath- 
erton is former president of the General 
Alliance, and we remember with a great 
deal of pleasure the visit which she paid 
us a few years ago. Make your reserva- 
tions for lunch early. 


The usual monthly business meeting 
will be held at 2:30 P. M. 


Please bear in mind the meeting of the 
Associate Alliance in Santa Barbara on 
Friday, February 7th. Mr. Daniels, minis- 
ter of the Santa Barbara church, and 
Mrs. Caroline Atherton will appear on 
the program. Luncheon speakers will be 
Berkeley B. Blake and Julia Budlong. If 
you have room in your car for passengers 
please notify the church office. 


DRINKING FOUNTAIN 


A wall drinking fountain has been in- 
stalled on the west side of the patio, a 
gift of a member of the church. It is 
an added beauty as well as a great con- 
venience. 


A REMINDER 


On Saturday night of this week, Feb- 
ruary 1, The Fellowship sponsors a party 
to which event all who enjoy cards and 
dancing are invited. The admission price 
is only 25c. The guest of honor will be 
Miss Virginia Frederick, Field Secretary 
for the Y. P. R. U., who is making a tour 
of the western states. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, February 3rd, at seven 
o'clock in the church office. 


ONCE AGAIN 


We are compelled to include again a 
reminder to those who have not sent in 
their subscription cards for the current 
year. The business of the church has to 
be attended to and the only rational way 
to do it is to clear the matter of financial 
support up at once and not have it drag 
along through the months as a burden 
to the ministers and officers. Many of 
our members and friends have responded 
most generously. More than a fourth of 
the subscriptions received have been en- 
tirely new. But there are still many 
who have not responded. If you are one 
of this number will you not please attend 
to it at once? 


SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The Sunday Night Club has changed 
its time of meting to Wednesday even- 
ings at 8 o’clock. All young adults of 
the congregation are invited to these 
meetings at which interesting discussions 
take place. 


DENMARK 


Dr. Frederick W. Roman is giving a 
series of three addresses concerning con- 
ditions in countries which he visited last 
summer. The second one will be given 
Sunday evening in which he will discuss 
Denmark. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


A member of the church offers her ser- 
vices as a companion to one who wishes 
to travel or she will remain in the home. 
She is well educated, musical, and can 
drive a car. If you know of anyone 
wishing to employ such a person, will 
you please communicate with the church 
office? 


DEATH OF MR. SHELLENBERGER 


On Tuesday, January 28th, Mr. Backus 
conducted the funeral service for Mr. 
George Shellenberger, a former member 
of the church who served for a good 
many years on the Board of Trustees, 
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JOURNEY’S END 


Sometimes the stage can become a 
more potent instrument in the 
cause of humanity than the pulpit; the 
drama may thunder forth its denunci- 
ation of the evil wherewith man inflicts 
man more powerfully than the most elo- 
quent of sermons. Such was my feeling 
on seeing “Journey’s End.” 
rifle arraignment of war; not that the 
author has deliberately assumed the role 
of the preacher; his art is too fine for 
that. He simply holds the mirror up to 
nature and the monster stands condemned 
by his own hideous reflection. 

You will not go to see this drama for 


much 


It is a ter- 


the purpose of being amused. To be sure 
it has its humorous element, mirth pro- 
voking lines, but they serve only to 
heighten the stark tragedy of the whole. 
The humor is the product of that high 
quality in human life which refuses to 
permit any circumstances however ad- 
verse to triumph over it, but will con- 
quer hell itself with a jest, a laugh. The 
strength of the play lies just here. It 
shows the greatness of which our com- 
mon human nature is capable against the 
background of the colossal folly of war 
which sets at naught all that greatness, 
withers it, degrades it, destroys it utterly. 
No one of sympathetic insight can see 
“Journey's End” without experiencing a 
revulsion of feeling against this futile 
sacrifice of all the highest qualities of 
human life. 
But a spasm 
enough to put an end to war. We come 


of repugnance is not 


out of the theater asking ourselves what 
we can do about it, what action we can 
take as individuals to prevent the recur- 
rence of such tragedy. We feel ourselves 
helpless, impotent; the affairs of the 
world grind on in resistless fashion and 
we are so insignificant that we can do 
little about it. Yet that little may be of 
supreme importance. After all the issues 
of life are out of the human heart; the 
world is made up of individuals like our- 
selves and in the last analysis the solu- 
tion of all its problems must come out 
of the lives of men and women. What, 
then, can we do? 

Nearly a century ago William Ellery 
Channing, in his famous essay on war, 
pointed out that the real evil of war is 
inner, the moral evil. Murder is terrible, 
but how much more awful is the human 
passion which commits it. The sufferings, 
the devastation of war, are appalling, but 
how much more staggering is the revela- 
tion of the qualities of the human heart 
which produce this supreme tragedy. War 
springs out of selfishness, out of callous- 
ness to suffering, out of stupidity, out of 
weakness. If we were to abolish war and 
human nature remained the same we 
should continue to harvest its evil fruit 
in some other form. The only cure for 
the evil is the diffusion of good will 
among men, the extension of the spirit 
of justice, the cultivation of those moral 
qualities which alone are an _ effective 
bulwark against evil. Each of us can at 
least look to the condition in his own 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock with the whole 
group assembled for music and discus- 
sion. Later the children go to their re- 
spective classes where the outlined work 
for each division is followed. All chil- 
dren in the parish are invited to attend 
this interesting gathering on Sunday 
mornings. 

The Adult Class—10 A.M. 

“Why Unitarianism?” will be the sub- 
ject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture. He will 
list the classes of people who ought to 
go to the Unitarian church. 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

The Dramart Workshop will present a 
play reading of “Modern Method,” a 
play by Nanon Herren who will herself 
take a part. Miss Herren spoke at the 
Alliance luncheon a few weeks ago and 
charmed her audience with her descrip- 
tion of her work in the University at 
Beaune, France, after the war. Miss Her- 
ron is a newspaper woman and a play- 
wright. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A, M. 

Miss Mary Louise Briggs will lead a 
discussion on the question, “Is the home 
obsolete?” This discussion is a continu- 
ation of the series of Sunday morning 
talks on love and marriage conducted by 
The Fellowship during January and Feb- 
ruary. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
soul of these defenses of a more hu- 
mane life. 

But more than this is required. In 
modern times many persons whose per- 
sonal life is the antithesis of the spirit 
of war are yet made the instruments by 
means of which it is carried on, victim- 
ized by forces which they do not com- 
prehend and over which they have no 
control. There is need of organization 
to restrain the power of greed and sel- 
fishness, and to make effective the power 
of good-will, justice, brotherhood. There 
is need of enlightenment as to the causes 
which have made war inevitable in the 
world. There is need of education in 
those principles, those attitudes of mind 
and heart, which alone can assure a world 
of peace. 

One of the false ideas which has sup- 
ported war in the past is that which holds 
it to be a legal procedure because it is 
carried on by the government, and that 
therefore the individual citizen is ab- 
solved of any moral responsibility and 
need only obey the commands of his 
superiors. In February, 1927, there ap- 
peared in Grace and Truth, a religious 
journal published in this country, the 
following statement: “The Word of God 
unfailingly distinguishes between indi- 
vidual killing and national killing. Na- 
tional killing is approved by Seripture. 
Individual killing is designated murder 
in Scripture and is repudiated by God. 
The teaching of Jesus is a sweeping en- 
dorsement of national killing.” This is 
a clear statement of the pernicious doc- 
trine which has long been used to ab- 
solve the individual from moral responsi- 
bility in war and make him a more pliant 
tool in the hands of those who would 
use him for their ends. It must be defi- 
nitely repudiated. 

Governments are not infallible; they 
are composed of men like ourselves. Even 
though we do not take the pacifist posi- 
tion and refuse to have anything to do 
with any war the integrity of our own 
souls demands that we shall form our 
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own opinion concerning the justice of 
any war in which we are required to 
participate. “The presumption is always 
against the justice and necessity of war” 
and it is imperative that we should de- 
mand the surest kind of proof of the 
righteousness of our cause before we give 
our support to it. If we are convinced 
that it is not justified then it is our duty 
to stand out against it at what ever per- 
sonal cost. Above our obligation to our 
country stands our duty to humanity and 
the moral ideal. 

There are numerous other causes of 
war. Perhaps chief among them is econ- 
omic rivalry among the nations, the com- 
petition for the control of resources of 
raw materials and the domination of the 
markets of the world. It is evident that 
the economic life of the world will have 
to pass through some fundamental 
changes before we can be assured of 
peace. The increase in armaments is 
another constant source of danger and 
was a definite cause of the World War; it 
is therefore with high hopes that we 
watch the London Conference in the ex- 
pectation that despite the serious ob- 
stacles to be overcome genuine progress 
may be made in removing this provoca- 
tion to war. A fanatical type of patriot- 
ism, racial antagonisms, newspaper in- 
citements contribute their share of the 
unrest that makes for war. 

It is well for us to consider the part 
played by religious bigotry. Mr. Kirby 
Page in a recent volume entitled “Jesus 
or Christianity” states that while Chris- 
tianity has made some contributions to 
the cause of peace, on the whole it has 
been hopelessly entwined with the war 
system. Some of the most sanguinary 
wars of history have been religious wars. 
Westermarck says: “It would be impos- 
sible to find a single instance of a war 
waged by a Protestant country, from any 
motive, to which the bulk of its clergy 
have not given their sanction and sup- 
port. The opposition against war has 
generally come from other quarters.” A 
Unitarian minister in Mass recently re- 


fused to participate in a Conference of 
World Friendship conducted by the other 
churches of the community because he 
discovered that the spirit of it was; 
“Come, ye Christians, see how superior 
our religion is, how benighted the poor 
heathen, how necessary to impress or 
force our religion on the whole world.” 
That is a spirit which easily lends itself 
to exploitation in the interests of war. 

The friends of peace have a big task 
ahead of them. But there is no reason 
to despair. Humanity in the past has 
made great advances over obstacles well- 
nigh insuperable; its advances have been 
won by virtue of the persistent efforts of 
a few men and women. As we increase 
in the world the number of men and 
women of broad vision and good will, 
men and women who have subordinated 
selfishness to the demands of universal 
Jove and justice we shall gradually make 
our organization for peace effective. The 
goal may still be distant but we shall 
reach it. 


E. Burpetre Backus. 


MUSSOLINI OR JEFFERSON? 


The dictator of Italy says that “man- 
kind is tired of freedom.” Is the Amer- 
ican ideal written by Jefferson into the 
Declaration of Independence no longer 
potent? In the address of February 16th, 
Mr. Backus will speak on this whole 
question of freedom,—its limitations, its 
uses and abuses. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SUNDAY 


The services on the evening of Feb- 
ruary l6th will be conducted entirely by 
the young people of the church. Ben 
Berg, Donald Benshimol, and John Me- 
Kinney will give short talks. Other mem- 
bers of the Fellowship will provide the 
remaining numbers of the program. The 
adult members of the congregation are 
especially urged to give their support to 
the young people on this occasion. They 
are doing splendid work and deserve the 
encouragement that your interest will 
provide, 
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ALLIANCE PICNIC 


Members of the Alliance and their 
friends are invited to a picnic on Thurs- 
day, February 13th, at the home of Mrs. 
H. L. Burleson, 2321 Hill Drive, Eagle 
Rock. Those who go on the street car 
should take an E car to Colorado boule- 
vard and walk up the hill to Hill Drive. 
Mrs. Burleson’s telephone number is 
ALbany 1889. 

Arrangements for transportation are 
being made for those who will be sewing 
at the church on that morning. 


J. ARTHUR THOMSON 


The distinguished author of the “Out- 
line of Science” and numerous other 
books is to be at U.C.L.A. for a few 
weeks and we have been fortunate in 
securing him for a lecture on “Science 
and Religion,” to be given Sunday eve- 
ning, February 23rd. Prof. Thomson 
holds the chair of Regius Professor of 
Natural History in the University of 
Aberdeen, Scotland. He is one of the 
most distinguished of scientists, a man of 
world wide reputation. Every seat in the 
church should be taken; with your co- 
operation we can accomplish this. 


SUNDAY MUSIC 


Our musical program on Sunday morn- 
ings is furnished by a double quartet 
from the University A Capella Choir. 
These young people have been with us 
since October and have endeared them- 
selves to the congregation by their lovely 
music. We want to give you their names 
again so that you may feel better ac- 
quainted with them. The sopranos are 
Laura Mae Redden and Sylvia Margolin; 
contraltos, Vicktoria Bodorff and Vir- 
ginia Pohlman; tenors, James Blackstone 
and George Shochat; basses, Elton Wool- 
pert and Julian Ginsberg. 

They will use for their special number 
this week “Tenebrae Factae Sunt” by 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina. 

Mrs. Chick’s organ prelude will consist 
of two numbers, “Morning” by Grieg and 
“Finale in A” by Harris. 


VALENTINE PARTY 

The Sunday Night Club invites all the 
members of the congregation and their 
friends to participate in a social event 
at the church on Friday evening, Feb- 
ruary 14th. Cards may be enjoyed by 
those who do not care to dance, and a 
splendid orchestra will furnish the music 
for those who prefer dancing. The ad- 
mission fee is only fifty cents. Reserva- 
tions for tables for bridge may be made 
at the church office. 

There will be no meeting of the Club 
on Wednesday night, the 12th. The fol- 


- lowing Wednesday, however, February 


19th, the usual program will be resumed. 
The speaker for that occasion will be 
announced in next week’s calendar. 


DEATH OF MRS. BOUCHER 

Mrs. J. Boucher, who met with an 
accident several weeks ago, died on Jan- 
uary 30th. The funeral was held in Oak- 
land on February Ist, according to word 
received from her daughter, Mrs. S. E. 
Pels, 1801 California Street, San Fran- 
cisco. in 

MOVING FORWARD 

I find that the great thing in this world 
is not so much where we stand as in 
what direction we are moving. 

The wisest man may be wiser today 
than he was yesterday and tomorrow 
than he was today. 

As we drift into new latitudes, new 
lights open in the heavens more imme- 
diately over us. 

Intellectually the direction of all true 
progress is toward greater freedom. 

Every step of progress which the world 
has made has been from scaffold to scaf- 
fold and stake to stake. 

Progress is the law of life, man is not 
man as yet. 

We should so live and labor in our 
time that what came to us as seed may 
go to the next generation as blossom. 

And what came to us as blossom may 
go to them as fruit. This is what we 
mean by progress. 

—Chapel Notes, Providence, 
Rhode Island. 
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CHARLES DARWIN 


When Joseph Priestly, the famous Uni- 
tarian minister and scientist, was the vic- 
tim of a mob which destroyed his home 
in Birmingham, one of the men who 
came to his assistance was Josiah Wedg- 
wood, creater of the well-known pottery 
which bears his name. Josiah Wedgwood 
was an ardent Unitarian. His favorite 
daughter, Susannah, married Robert, the 
son of her father’s distinguished friend, 
Erasmus Darwin. The fifth child of this 
union was Charles Darwin, born on the 
same day as Abraham Lincoln, February 
12th, 1809. 


It is interesting to us who bear the 
Unitarian name to learn of the influence 
which the Unitarian stream in his in- 
heritance had in shaping the destiny of 
this great man. George Dorsey in his 
biography of Darwin argues that it was 
his mother who gave him the bent of his 
mind and inspired in him the eager cur- 
iosity which impelled him on his career 
as a naturalist. True to her Unitarian 
heritage, Susannah Darwin had a frank 
and open curiosity about life; she had a 
passion to know the how and the why 
of things. She had read with avidity the 
book of Erasmus Darwin in which he 
anticipated the theory of evolution which 
was to be established by his illustrious 
grand-son. She communicated to the boy 
the inquiring mind. 


Charles was accounted a dull boy dur- 
ing his school days. He did so poorly in 
the local academy that at sixteen his 
father took him out and sent him to 
medical school at Edinburgh in the hope 


that the change would stimulate him to 
better work. But such was not the case. 
Charles knew that his father was a rich 
man and that he would never be depen- 
dent on the profession of medicine for 
his livelihood, so he had _ not 
incentive to attend the lectures 
he found 


much 
which 
Find- 
destined 
for medicine Robert Darwin made an- 
other try, this time sending the boy to 
Christ’s College, Cambridge, to prepare 
for the ministry. Darwin’s judgment of 
the three years he spent in Cambridge 
was that they were completely wasted. 
At the end of this time his father con- 
cluded that the young man would be 
“a disgrace to himself and to all his 
family.” 

Then the most important event of his 
life occured. He was invited to go as the 
naturalist on the ship Beagle which was 
setting out for a five years trip of scien- 
tific exploration. His father refused to 
let him go until his uncle, Josiah Wedg- 
wood, interceeded for him. It was the 
turning point in his career. It gave him 
the opportunity to exercise his natural 
appetite for scientific observation. It 
has been stated that no man ever saw 
more in the same length of time than 
Charles Darwin saw during the voyage 
of the Beagle. The Journal in which he 
recorded these observations has become 
a classic. It is one of the books in- 
cluded in Dr. Eliot’s “Five foot book 
shelf.” 

On his return to England he put in 
the busiest years of his life editing the 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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E. Burpetre Backus 
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Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
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Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

All children of the parish are invited 
to attend the church school assembly 
which opens at ten o’clock each Sunday 
morning. An interesting program of 
music and talks comes first and then the 
children divide into class groups ac- 
cording to age, and there follow out the 
course of work and study provided for 
them. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will begin a new series of 
lectures on Religion and Medicine. These 
lectures are just finished and Dr. Bullard 
offers them to his class for the first time. 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Mr. Herbert Alexander, teacher of His- 
tory in the Los Angeles Junior College, 
will begin a series of three lectures on 
The Crusades of the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries. He will discuss thoroughly the 
mind of Europe during the Middle Ages. 
You will not want to miss one of these 
lectures. A prompt attendance is urged 
that the speaker and the listeners will 
not be disturbed by late comers. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Prof. Bennett M. Allen of U. C. L. A. 
will speak to The Fellowship on the sub- 
ject “What a Biologist Can Tell Us About 
Marriage.” 
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results of his labors, meeting the heavy 
social demands of London, and courting 
his cousin Emma Wedgwood, whom he 
married January 29th, 1839. It was dur- 
ing this period, also, that he opened the 
first note book on “The Origin of Spec- 
ies” which was destined to work a thor- 
ough-going revolution in the thought of 
the world, to ride like a ploughshare 
through the ant hill of theological spec- 
ulation. 

He tells us that when he started on the 


- voyage of the Beagle he believed every 


word of the Bible to be true and ac- 
cepted the current idea of the separate 
creation of every form of life. But the 
facts which he observed did not conform 
to this idea and he was gradually com- 
pelled to look for some other explana- 
tion. The evidence seemed to point to 
the growth of new forms out of preceding 
ones. But how this could be accom- 
plished was hidden in mystery. Then 
Darwin read Malthus’ “Essay on Popu- 
lation” and found in it the elue to his 
answer. The tendency of different forms 
of life to increase beyond the means of 
subsistence puts a strain on them, in- 
volves them in a fierce struggle for ex- 
istence; those forms which survive are 
in some way better adapted to the con- 
ditions of life than those which perish; 
the variations in an advantageous direc- 
tion are preserved and in the course of 
many generations a distinct species is 
produced. 

Darwin realized how contrary the con- 
clusions at which he had arrived were to 
the accepted opinions of all sound natur- 
alists; he knew the depths of the emo- 
tional attachment to the theory of spec- 
ial creation which formed an important 
part of the dominant religion. The re- 
sult was that he proceeded with the 
greatest of caution. He was not going to 
give his hypothesis to the world until he 
was ready to prove his case. For twen- 
ty years he worked diligently away ac- 
cumulating his evidence, organizing his 
knowledge. His few friends in whom 
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he had intrusted his secret in confidence 
urged him to publish at least an outline 
of his theory so that no one else should 
anticipate him and rob him of the credit 
which was his due. At Jast his hand was 
forced when he received from Alfred 
Russell Wallace an essay in which the 
younger scientist set forth identically the 
same conclusions. A joint paper by 
Darwin and Wallace gave the theory to 
the world on the first of July, 1858. Dar- 
win hastened his work and in November 
of the next year published his “Origin 
of Species.” 

Then the storm broke. It was obvious 
that if the main contention of this book 
was true the whole structure of orthodox 
theology was in danger. Gladstone wrote 
that the effect was to “relieve God from 
the labor of creation and discharge him 
from governing the world.” In the us- 
ual manner of those who are at a loss 
to refute the truth of their opponents’ 
position the champions of the traditional 
ideas descended to villification of the 
author. One of the bravest chapters in 
the history of science is that which tells 
how Darwin rode out this storm. He re- 


. . o 
mained calm and poised; of course he 


was deeply wounded but he refused to 
reply in kind to the attacks which were 
made on him. His character was too 
noble for him to indulge in such tactics. 

The advance of knowledge has been 
his vindication. Today the theory of 
evolution has been so firmly established 
that it has become a permanent part of 
our intellectual equipment. Now and 
again sensational head lines appear in 
the newspapers announcing that Darwin 
has been disproved, but when you come 
to examine what has been said you dis- 
cover that some scientist is simply stat- 
ing his disagreement with the great man 
at some minor point. How evolution 
has come about is still subject to debate; 
that it has taken place is almost univer- 
sally agreed among scientists. 

Darwin has been characterized as “The 
Destroyer.” It is true that a whole world 
of ideas crumbled before his theory of 


evolution. But to call him “The Des- 
troyer” gives an erroneous impression. 
It means our eyes are turned to the past 
instead of to the future. When you look 
forward to the possibilities of life in that 
vital, creative, evolving world which he 
revealed then he becomes, like Lincoln, 
“The Emancipator” freeing the minds of 
men from the bondage of false ideas, a 
builder, laying the foundations of that 
new world in which men are to build 
the “heaven of here and now.” Let us 
hail him, our great Deliverer, mighty 
creator of a new world! Let us emulate 
his high example and be like him, ser- 
vants of the truth and friends of man. 
E. Burperte Backus. 
J. ARTHUR THOMSON 

It is seldom that we have an oppor- 
tunity to present as distinguished a man 
as Prof. J. Arthur Thomson who is to 
lecture Sunday night, February 23rd, on 
“Science and Religion.” It is anticipated 
that the announcement of a public lec- 
ture by the famous author of “The Out- 
line of Science” will fill every seat in 
our auditorium. We advise the mem- 
bers of our own congregation to come 
early. One of Prof. Thomson’s books 
bears the same title as that of his lec- 
ture. He is to be numbered with that 
group of scientists, including Professors 
Millikan and Eddington, who have been 
attempting a _ reconciliation between 
science and religion. 


THE CONQUEST OF FEAR 

One of the greatest enemies of human 
happiness is fear. Is it necessary that 
our minds should be haunted by this 
grim specter? What can we do to 
triumph over it? Mr. Backus will deal 
with these questions in the address of 
Sunday morning, February 23rd. 

NEW MEMBERS 

It is very gratifying to have a con- 
stant accession of new members to the 
church. 92 have joined since we re- 
sumed services last September. The book 
is open for signatures each Sunday after 
the morning service. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICE 


The members of The Fellowship will 
have charge of the evening service on 
Sunday evening, February 16th. The 
members of the congregation are invited 
to support the young people in their un- 
dertaking. Their program follows: 
Organ Prelude .................. Eugene Meyers 
Song Number 10—“‘O Life That 

Maketh All Things New” 
Responsive Reading, “American 
Idealism ccc eee Page 20 
Leader—Elizabeth Eckerson 
Words of Aspiration, Mary Louise Briggs 
Announcements, 
Violin. Soloeas ee Dorothy Perry 
Addresses— 
Youth Looks at Youth.................. 
Se anes Oe. Donald Benshimol 
The Aim of a Liberal 
Hdtication see Ben Berg 
The United States and the 
League of Nations....John McKinney 
Offertory. 
Song Number 5, “America the Beautiful” 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers on Sunday morning, Feb- 
ruary 9th, were furnished by the Misses 
Chapin. 


THE SUNDAY NIGHT CLUB 


“The Supreme Discovery of the Ages’ 
will be the subject on which Harry G. 
Sargent will speak before the Club on 
Wednesday evening, February 19th. His 
subject is a quotation from Dr. Millikan 
who said that “the supreme discovery of 
the ages is that the Universe is governed 
by law and not the caprice of a deity.” 
Mr. Sargent’s lecture will be illustrated 
and he will discuss the work of scientists 
principally along astronomical lines. Mr. 
Sargent is a member of the Southern 
California Academy of Sciences and the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacific and 
comes to us through the courtesy of Dr. 
R. H. Swift. The lecture will begin 
promptly at eight o’clock. 


> 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


At eleven o’clock on Thursday morn- 
ing, February 20th, the Committee on In- 
ternational Work will meet. The sub- 
ject for discussion will be “Germany.” 
At twelve-thirty the usual luncheon will 
be served, for which you are asked to 
make reservations. The luncheon speak- 
er will be Mrs. Frances E. Wagner, au- 
thor and lecturer, who will speak on the 
proposed art festival. 

At two o’clock Mrs. O. B. Manchester 
will give one of her popular “Book 
Talks.” A list of the books she will 
discuss may be obtained from the church 
secretary. 

You are urged to buy an Alliance Year 
Book. The price has been reduced to 
ten cents. The book will keep you in 
touch with Alliance activities, literary 
and social affairs, and will furnish you 
with a list of names and telephone num- 
bers of the members. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 

The men of the congregation are in- 
vited to attend the Laymen’s League din- 
ner on Wednesday evening, February 
19th at 6:30. Tickets are 50c and you are 
asked to purchase your tickets or make 
your reservations by Tuesday morning, 
February 18th. The Sunday Night Club 
has invited the men to join the group in 
the parlor at eight o’clock to hear Harry 
G. Sargent in his illustrated lecture on 
“How the Universe Works.” 


BOND OF UNION 
Cards bearing the Bond of Union adop- 
ted by the members of the church at the 
last annual meeting are available. You 
may have one by making application to 
the church secretary. 


SUNDAY MORNING MUSIC 
“A Legend” by Tschaikowsky will be 
the special number by the choir on Sun- 
day morning. Mrs. Chick will use for 
her prelude “A Shepherd’s Song” by 
Davis and “Hosanna in the Highest” by 
Mansfield. 
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FREEDOM 

The first amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States says that: “Con- 
gress shall make no law abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to as- 
semble, and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances.” Several 
of the states made their ratification of 
the Constitution contingent upon the in- 
clusion of this provision, together with 
the other amendments which constitute 
the “Bill of Rights.” It means that the 
ideal of freedom of speech is a definite 
part of the law of the land; it means a 
declaration of national policy in favor of 
the public discussion of all public ques- 
tions. 

The ideal of freedom is by no means 
an arbitrary one. It bas been hammered 
out of the experience of centuries; it has 
been called into being as a protection 
against intolerable abuses. The case for 
freedom has nowhere been more cogently 
argued than by John Stuart Mill in his 
“Essay on Liberty.” There he states that 
“If all mankind, minus one, were of one 
opinion and only one person were of the 
contrary opinion, mankind would no 
more he justified in silencing that one 
person, than he, if he had the power, 
would be in silencing mankind.” The 
reason for this is not alone that the pol- 
icy of silencing opposition oppresses the 
individual who is its immediate victim 
but also robs mankind of the truth, So- 
ciety suffers more than does the individ- 
ual whose mouth is stopped. 


J. ARTHUR THOMSON 

Lest you forget we remind you once 
more that Sunday night is the time when 
we are to have as our guest the world 
renowned Scotch scientist, Prof. J. Arthur 
Thomson. He will deliver his lecture on 
“Religion and Science” in the church 
auditorium at 8 P. M. This subject was 
not on his regular list, but he graciously 
acceded to the request of the officers 
of the Laymen’s League, under whose 
auspices the lecture is given, that he 
speak on this topic of general interest. 
We repeat the advice of last week, that 
you come early to be sure of a seat. 


The policy of suppresison rests on the 
assumption of infallibility on the part 
of those who are in power. But no les- 
son in history is clearer than that infal- 
libility is an illusion. Our opinions al- 
ways stand in need of correction by fur- 
ther truth. The means of correcting er- 
ror must be kept constantly at hand, and 
free discussion is the only effective means 
to this end that has yet been discovered. 
Even if the opposition is wrong it ren- 
ders a service by compelling us to look 
anew to the foundation of our beliefs. 
There is perpetual need for a “Devil’s 
Advocate” who shall say all that can be 
said for the other side. He who knows 
only his own side of any matter knows 
little of that. 

No one can be a great thinker who 
does not recognize that as a thinker his 
first duty is to follow his intellectual 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

All children of the parish are invited 
to attend the church school assembly 
which opens at ten o’clock each Sunday 
morning. An _ interesting program of 
music and talks comes first and 
the children divide into class groups ac- 
cording to age, and there follow out the 
course of work and study provided for 
them. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “The Evolution of Intelligence.” 
The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Mr. Herbert Alexander will continue 
his discussion of Europe during the Mid- 
dle Ages. He will make a comparison 
of Richard the Lion Hearted and Saladin 
the Saracen. Mr. Alexander is a teacher 
of history in the Los Angeles Junior Col- 
lege, and knows his subject thoroughly. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Paul Barksdale D’Orr, a prominent Los 
Angeles attorney, will speak to The Fel- 
lowship on the subject “Have the Laws 
of the Bible been repealed by the laws 
of California?” 


then 


(Continued from Page 1) 
processes through to whatever conclu- 
sions they may lead him. If he is pre- 
vented from doing this he must fail to 
exercise his full power and fall short 
of rendering that service to humanity 


which full freedom would make possible. 
There never has been an intellectually ac- 
tive people in an atmosphere of mental 
slavery. The great ages have been those 
in which the yoke of bondage has been 
broken; then the great ideas have been 
born which have influenced the lives of 
men for centuries. Genius flourishes best 
in an atmosphere of freedom. 


It was due to such considerations as 
these that the American declaration of 
freedom was included in the Constitu- 
tion. He who would deserve well of his 
fellows and of posterity will guard that 
freedom with a jealous care. It is not 
enough that the man who dares to think 
differently from the majority shall not 
have the fear of a jail sentence hanging 
over his head. We must avoid creating 
a hostile atmosphere about the indepen- 
dent thinker and the man who espouses 
unpopular ideas; they should not be 
made to feel that we regard them as ene- 
mies of society, that they are in danger 
of losing the means of their livelihood 
and of suffering social ostracism. Rather 
they should be made to feel that it is 
just as respectable to disagree with the 
dominant opinion as to conform to it. 

To be sure the right of freedom of 
speech is not an absolute one; but its 
limits extend much farther than the aver- 
age man is inclined to allow. No one 
has a right to cry “Fire!” in a crowded 
theatre for the purpose of causing a 
panic. The real issue in every free 
speech controversy is whether or not the 
state has a right to punish all words 
which have some tendency, however re- 
mote, to lead to criminal acts, or only 
those words which directly incite to vio- 
lence. Most men are inclined to say that 
we must kill the serpent in the egg and 
not wait till it has hatched. But those 
who have made a careful study of the 
situation have, for the most part, come 
to the conclusion that the prineiple of 
freedom is so valuable that it should be 
sacrificed only when public safety is 
really imperiled, and not when there is 
simply a remote possibility that it may 
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be endangered. It is rather than 
thoughts and words that are to be re- 
strained by law. 

In recent years there has been a dis- 
tinct tendency in America to violate this 
principle. Since the war we have a mul- 
titude of laws relating to sedition, crimi- 
nal syndicalism, the display of the red 
flag, and numerous prosecutions under 


acts 


these laws which proceed on the assump- 
tion that it is a criminal offense in this 
country to hold political views contrary 
to those of the majority. This is a very 
dangerous proceeding; 
placing a ban on unpopular and radical 
views; it may very well be extended to 
liberal views of all kinds. How far we 
have departed from the position taken 
by Thomas Jefferson when in his First 
Inaugural he said: “If there be any 
among us who would wish to dissolve 
this Union or to change its republican 
form let them stand undisturbed as mon- 
uments of the safety with which error 
of opinion may be tolerated where rea- 
son is left free to combat it.” 


What has happened is that many 
worthy citizens have become greatly 
alarmed by the extent of the radical pro- 
paganda in this country; they genuinely 
fear that our institutions are in danger. 
In their fear they are ready to resort to 
most un-American means for the preser- 
vation of American institutions. If there 
exists an emergency it behooves us to 
keep cool and calm and not go too far. 
Professor Zechariah Chafee, of the Har- 
vard Law School, has examined the situa- 
tion most carefully in his admirable 
book, “Freedom of Speech.” The con- 
clusion to which he comes is this: “There 
should be no legislation against sedition 
and anarchy. We must legislate and en- 
force laws against the use of force, but 
protect ourselves against bad thinking 
and speaking by the strength of argu- 
ment and a confidence in American com- 
mon sense and American institutions, in- 
cluding that most characteristic of all, 
which stands at the head of the Bill of 
Rights, freedom of thought.” 


it begins with 


To forbid the display of the red flag 
simply charges it with a greater emo- 
tional potency, as a symbol of the for- 
bidden forbid 


and communistic propaganda, to sentence 
those guilty of it to penitentiary, is sim- 
ply to drive its activities underground, 
make martyrs of its advocates, and add to 
its appeal to those who feel that they are 
the victims of oppression. Russia, under 
the Czar, tried these methods and they 
did not prevent a revolution. In fact 
just these tactics aid the cause of the dis- 
contents. “Repression” said President 
Wilson, “is the seed of revolution.” The 
wiser method of dealing with such propa- 
ganda is to remove any genuine cause for 
complaint, meet argument with argument, 
and adopt Chief Justice Hughes’ attitude 
that “Hyde Park meetings and soap box 
oratory constitute the most efficient saf- 
ety-valve against resort by the discon- 
tented to physical force.” 


ideas. To anarchistic 


Great issues are at stake in this matter. 
Individual liberty is the keystone of hu- 
man society. It is only under the con- 
ditions of freedom that human life can 
come to full blossom. The danger must 
be very real and menacing to justify our 
curtailing of liberty. The enemies of 
freedom are always legion; ignorance, su- 
perstition, the lust for power, the desire 
for comfort, the very complexity of life 
itself, are forever making inroads on it. 
Its greatest danger is from an inert pub- 
lic. Freedom is a delicate flower; it 
must continually be cultivated. Its friends 
are always few in number. They must be 
courageous, daring. Freedom has its dan- 
gers, it is subject to abuses. But all life 
is a venture and we in America started 
out with faith in the venture of freedom. 
Let us not be too ready to abandon that 
adventure. We talk much of the great 
men who founded our country. Let us 
imitate their courage and not be so ready, 
at the slightest intimation of danger, to 
lay our liberties at the feet of the govern- 
ment. Freedom is imperative to the 
highest human achievement. 


E. Burpetre Backus, 
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CHURCH DINNER 


On Sunday, March 9th, a dinner will 
be served at 12:30 P. M. Mrs. John 
Steven and Mrs. Minnie Sweet are in 
charge of arrangements and Mrs. Mentzer 
will prepare the dinner. Tickets, which 
are 50c, must be secured in advance. 
They will be on sale after the service on 
Sunday morning. 

Following the dinner the young people 
of The Fellowship are to give a “Talent 
Program.” 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


Thursday, February 27th, is Social Ser- 
vice Day, and all women are invited to 
assist with the sewing that is on hand 
for the Children’s Hospital. Each one 
brings box lunch. 

In order to sell out the Alliance Year 
Books they may now be had for 10c per 
book. Each member of the Alliance 
ought to have one of these books in her 
possession for the valuable references 
which it offers. 


CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 


The Women’s Alliance, with the assis- 
tance of all the organizations in the 
church, will give a Carnival of Nations, 
Friday, May 16th, and Saturday, May 17th, 
the proceeds of which will go towards 
the church debt. Watch for further an- 
nouncements. 


DRAMART WORKSHOP 


The next production, “Lady Winde- 
mere’s Fan”, is scheduled for three nights 
in March, 12, 13 and 14. Miss Nadine 
Herron, who is becoming well known to 
different groups in the church through 
her appearances as a speaker, is directing 
the play, and it promises the same high 
excellence as has been achieved in the 
other entertainments presented by the 
Dramart people. 

As was announced some time ago, this 
group is working toward the remodeling 
of a room in the basement to serve as a 
“workshop.” They solicit the coopera- 
tion of everyone in the church. 


FELLOWSHIP REUNION AND 
TALENT PROGRAM 

On Sunday, March 9, all former mem- 
bers and associates of The Fellowship 
are invited to attend a Reunion of the 
organization. At 9:45 A. M., during the 
Fellowship Hour, all the past presidents 
of The Fellowship are inyited to speak. 
After church there will be a dinner des- 
cribed elsewhere in this calendar. At 2 
o'clock, a number of the present mem- 
bers of The Fellowship will give a “Tal- 

ent Program” of music and readings. 


SUNDAY MORNING MUSIC 

The double quartet from the University 
A Capella Choir which furnishes our 
music on Sunday mornings, has chosen 
for their special number this week, 
“Quando Corpus” from “Stabat Mater” 
by Rossini. Mrs. Chick, at the organ, will 
use for her prelude “Vesper Prelude” by 
Lynes and Prelude on “Nicaea” by Cal- 
ver. The offertory will be “Romance” 
by Rubenstein. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Miss Gertrude Cox of Glendale, Febru- 
ary 18th. Funeral services will be held 
at the Little Church of the Flowers on 
Thursday afternoon at three. 


MR. MANGASARIAN TO SPEAK 

We are to have the privilege of hear- 
ing Mr. Mangasarian again. He will fill 
the pulpit on Sunday morning, March 
2nd, and he has chosen for his subject 
“St. Francis of AssisimA Second Christ.” 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 

The Sunday Night Club found it wise 
to change the date of meeting to Wed- 
nesday evening, and since the arrange- 
ment has proved so satisfactory, the name 
will also be changed, and will be re- 
ferred to as the Wednesday Night Club. 

The entertainment for the meeting on 
Wednesday evening, February 26th, will 
be cards. You are invited to bring your 
friends to join in this informal social af- 
fair. 
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THE FUNCTION OF A HUMANIST 
CHURCH 

In this age of “The Twilight of Chris- 
tianity,” when nothing is changeless ex- 
cept the never-changing law of change, 
the contention is often made by advanced 
liberals that the function of the Church is 
ever narrowing in its scope, and dimin- 
ishing in its importance so that in the 
not distant future its functions will be 
nil. For what place, they ask, can there 
be in our modern era for an institution 
whose major efforts are given to the sav- 
ing of people from an imaginary hell or 
into an imaginary heaven,—or for bap- 
tizing infants and saving lost souls—when 
we live in a real world in a scientific age 
with real and vital problems crying for 
solution? 

On the other hand, there are many lib- 
erals who, while urging this, at the same 
time argue that the new humanist 
churches are hardly an improvement up- 
on, or an answer to the present situation. 
Humanism, they contend, is a gospel of 
dispair. It makes of us humans, orphans 
without a “Heavenly Father”, leaves us 
to live and die marooned upon a midget 
planet of apparently little or no signifi- 
cance, and asks man to accept this lot 
in sad resignation. Such a religion, they 
add, must leave human energy and aspi- 
ration paralyzed. 

In answer to this we humanists reply 
that our humanist religion has not so re- 
acted upon those of us who have ac- 
cepted it, but instead, that we find our- 
selves vastly happier and life infinitely 


more worth while than before becoming 
humanists. And that, moreover, we find 
in our religion of humanism, based as it 
is on human self-reliance and social inter- 
dependence, a religion that devolops the 
highest and noblest in man—namely, a 
social personality which fits into the 
complex scientific age in which we live. 
Consequently, to the humanist there 
seems to be a very great need in the 
world today for the humanist gospel, and 
for humanist churches that will function 
in the light and understanding of our 
present day human needs. 


A few of the more obvious of these 
functions I shall outline briefly. First, 
the humanist church of today can very 
profitably function as a church of “Good 
Fellowship.” We live in a machine age, 
an age that in its business and industrial 
aspects is largely impersonal. Hence, a 
church that can function as a social oasis 
where those who are worried by the 
daily struggles of life can come for social 
fellowship and a bit of the human touch, 
which is always so invigorating to the 
lonely soul, will serve a very real need. 


In the second place, in the humanist 
church we can very profitably take a page 
from the program and tactics of the or- 
thodox and modernist churches and fune- 
tion in a large way as a training school 
for liberal workers. This is a large and 
only slightly cultivated field, offering a 
wonderful opportunity for training young 
people in the art of clear thinking and 
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E. Burpette Backus, Minister 
Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

All children of the parish are invited 
to attend the church school assembly 
which opens at ten o’clock each Sunday 
morning. An interesting program of 
music and talks comes first and then the 
children divide into class groups ac- 
cording to age, and there follow out the 
course of work and study provided for 
them. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture will be on the 
subject “Force of Mind.” This is an im- 
portant preliminary lecture for the one 
which he is to give before a joint meet- 
ing of the Adult Class and the Study 
Class March 9th, on Dakin’s book, “Mrs. 
Eddy: The Biography of a Virginal 
Mind.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Mr. Herbert Alexander will give the 
third in his series of talks on the Cru- 
sades, entitled “Royal Saint and Royal 
Infidel.” It will deal with the expedi- 
tion of St. Louis of France and the heret- 
ic Emperor, Frederick II, of Germany. 
This is a summary of the two previous 
talks and an estimate of the Crusades in 
general will be tabulated. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. A. Levin will speak on he 
Cause and Cure of Crime.” Mr. Levin 
is considered one of the best authorities 
on this subject in the city. He urges the 
members of the group to come prepared 
to ask questions. 


oory’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 
for liberal leadership and community 
service. 

In the third place, the humanist church 
can function as an intellectual clearing 
house—a place where the newest ideas 
in literature and life may be discussed 
and interpreted in the light of modern 
science and thereby give to its constitu- 
ents through the pulpit, press and radio, 
an intelligent understanding of what the 
world is thinking and speaking as judged 
by the greatest scholars and writers of the 
age. 

In the fourth place, the humanist 
church can function as a forum of social 
understanding. The world at present is 
passing through a great transition period. 
Never, in ail the history of our race, were 
there such problems to be solved as those 
that are at this hour confronting human 
society. The individual gospel, which 
may have been sufficient for the more or 
less individualistic age that is now rapidly 
passing, cannot suffice for the modern 
complex machine age in which modern 
man finds himself. The great social prob- 
lems of poverty, employment, child labor 
and war call for a social gospel—one 
that will impart social understanding, in- 
terpret man’s social relationships and 
point out his social obligations, as well 
as preach a gospel of social idealism. 

Finally, the humanist church, if it is 
to fully realize these objectives, it must 
function also as a spiritual power house. 
In times gone by the fear of hell and the 
hope of heaven have been used by the 
various churches to get people to live a 
good life. But such means of motivation 
are out of keeping both with the knowl- 
edge and ethics of our age. So we need 
today a new means of motivation,—one 
that will give to liberal youth as well as 
age, a new zest and inspire in them an 
enthusiasm similar to that which has sent 
the Student Volunteers as missionaries to 
the ends of the earth. Moreover, as an 
electric plant furnishes both light and 
heat to a city, so this humanist church 
must furnish its followers with both en- 
thusiasm and understanding. For in our 
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age it is not enough to be good, we 
must be good for something, realizing 
that the social standards of tomorrow 
will be such as to measure the greatness 
of men and women, not by their income, 


but by their output. J. C. Coteman. 
*” * * 


Owing to a very cold Mr. 
Backus was not able to preach last Sun- 
day morning. Dr. J. C. Coleman, form- 
erly minister of the Unitarian Church at 
Jacksonville, Florida, very kindly sub- 
stituted for him. 


severe 


SUNDAY EVENING LECTURE 

Prof. Frederick C. Leonard, of the 
Chair of Astronomy of U.C.L.A., will 
give a fully illustrated lecture on Sunday 
evening, March 2, entitled “Revelations 
of Modern Astronomy.” The Laymen’s 
League present Prof. Leonard in this lec- 
ture, and most cordially invite the public 
to enjoy it. There is no admission 
charge, but an offering will be taken to 
defray the expenses. 


THE TELESCOPE 
Visitors are welcome at the telescope 
each Sunday evening between six-thirty 
and seven-thirty. 


CHURCH DINNER 

After the morning service on March 9, 
luncheon will be served in Channing 
Hall. Tickets are 50c and may be pur- 
chased after church this Sunday morn- 
ing, or you may make reservations by 
telephoning the church office before 
Thursday evening, March 6. This af- 
fair is sponsored by The Fellowship, and 
members of the group will provide a pro- 
gram. 


COMING EVENTS 

Dramart Workshop production — of 
“Lady Windemere’s Fan” on March 12, 
13 and 14. Watch the Los Angeles Uni- 
tarian for full announcement. 

Triennial Conference at San Francisco 
April 23, 24 and 25. 

Carnival of Nations sponsored by the 
Woman’s Alliance, May 16 and 17. 


MANGASARIAN LECTURES 
AVAILABLE 

Mr. Mangasarian has very generously 
offered to provide those interested with 
a copy of his lecture “American Partici- 
pation in Foreign Affairs.” There will 
be a supply in the vestibule of the church 
after the service on Sunday morning, and 
if you would like a copy please ask for 
it there. 


God, tho this life is but a wraith, 
Altho we know not what we use, 
Altho we grope with little faith, 

Give me the heart to fight—and lose. 
Ever insurgent let me be, 

Make me more daring than devout, 
From sleek contentment keep me free, 
And fill me with a buoyant doubt. 


Open my eyes to visions girt 

With beauty, and with wonder lit, 

But let me always see the dirt, 

And all the spawn that die in it. 

Open my ears to music: let 

Me thrill with Spring’s first lutes and 
drums 

But never let me dare forget 

The bitter ballads of the slums. 

From compromise and things half-done 

Keep me, with stern and stubborn pride, 

And when at last the fight is won, 

God, keep me still unsatisfied. 


—Louis Untermeyer. 

In the enchantment of the human es- 
tate, i, e., the building of human per- 
sonality, the righting of wrongs, and the 
creation of right relationships, is a moral 
program with the most far-reaching spir- 
itual implications that religion has ever 
known. If this program be followed re- 
ligion shall be brought down to earth 
and the earth lifted into heaven. Every: 
body knows that religion needs regenera- 
tion. This it may find in a committal to 
the greatest of all goals—the building of 
human souls for worthy habitation in a 
world of hard facts, and the constant re- 
making of the actual world about us and 
the ideal world beyond us. 

—Curtis W. Ruse. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


March birthdays will be celebrated at 
the luncheon table on March 6th. Speak- 
ers are Mr. Gustave Werner Leo, who 
will talk on the work of the Boy Scouts, 
and John McKinney, President of the 
Fellowship, will present some informa- 
tion about our Municipal League. 

The regular monthly business meeting 
will take place at two o’clock and during 
the afternoon Miss Louisa Blake, who 
has been at the head of the Post Office 
Mission Work for the American Unitar- 
ian Association, will speak and describe 
the work of this important department in 
the denomination. 


FREDERICK WARDE 
On Sunday evening, March 9, the Lay- 


men’s League will present Frederick 
Warde in an interpretation of Shake- 
spear’s “Merchant of Venice.” We look 


forward to hearing Mr. Warde each year, 
and rejoice that he is again able to give 
us one of his unique recitals. He cele- 
brated his 79th birthday last weeek. 


FELLOWSHIP REUNION 


On Sunday, March 9, all former mem- 
bers and associates of The Fellowship 
are invited to attend a reunion of the 
organization. At 9:45 A. M., during the 
Fellowship Hour, all the past presidents 
of The Fellowship are invited to speak. 
After church there will be a dinner, des- 
cribed elsewhere in this calendar, and at 
two o’clock the present members of The 
Fellowship will give a “Talent Program” 
of music and readings. 


MR. BLAKE TO HAVE INTERESTING 
TRIP. 


Mr. Berkeley B. Blake, Administrative 
Vice President of the American Unitarian 
Association, sails Friday for the Philip- 
pine Islands. He goes as a representa- 
tive of the A.U.A. to the 25th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Indepéndent 
Church in Manila. He will return the 
~ early part of May. 


“THE QUEST OF THE AGES” 


Prof. A. Eustace Haydon, who gave the 
address at the dedication of our church, 
has just published a book which has been 
eagerly awaited by those who know his 
scholarly attainments and his religious 
spirit. John Haynes Holmes says of it: 
“The Religion that Prof. Haydon pre- 
sents in this book is, without question, the 
religion of the future.” Mr. Backus will 
review this volume in the address of 
Sunday, March 9th. 


SUNDAY MORNING MUSIC 


“How Lovely Are the Messengers” 
from Mendelssohn’s “St. Paul” will be 
the special number given by the choir 
on Sunday morning. Mrs. Chick’s organ 
prelude will consist of the Prelude to 
“Midsummer Nights Dream” by Men- 
delssohn and “Allegretto” by Schubert. 
The offertory will be Handel’s “Largo.” 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The speaker for the Wednesday Night 
Club cannot be announced at this time, 
but definite announcement will be made 
on Sunday morning. Very interesting 
times are had at this mid-week meeting 
of the young adults of the congregation, 
and all who are included in this group 
are invited to attend these informal so- 
cial affairs. 


LEAGUE FOR PEACE CONFERENCE 


The Women’s International League for 
Peace will hold a conference at the Fig- 
ueroa Hotel on Saturday, March 1. The 
opening meeting will be at ten o’clock. 
Luncheon (75c) will be at one o'clock. 
Miss Kathleen Courtney, director of the 
British section, will be one of the prin- 
cipal speakers. Miss Ethelyn Mills, local 
president, invites all interested women. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, March 3, at seven o’clock in 
the church office. 


Pr} 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

It has been claimed by Catholics and 
Protestants alike that St. Francis of As- 
sisi came nearer to being a perfect Chris- 
tian than any one since the time of the 
apostles. Books have been written by 
Catholics intending to prove that St. 
Francis was a reincarnation of Jesus, a 
second Christ; books which listed any- 
where from forty to forty thousand like- 
nesses between St. Francis and the foun- 
der of Christianity. As one of the great- 
est of the saints, and holding this unique 
position in the minds of many, his life 
and its meaning may well bear a close 
examination by rational thinkers today. 

St. Francis was brought up under strict 
religious training and early became a 
shining light of the faith. While still a 
youth he espoused what he called “the 
most beautiful woman in the world, Lady 
Poverty” and became an absolute beggar. 
The story is told that he kissed the hand 
of a leper in his effort to achieve hu- 
mility. He believed and practiced the 
religious aphorisms of his day; all of 
them tending to elevate suffering, pover- 
ty, submission, obedience and humility. 
Biographers of his time agree that he was 
a man of great imagination, constantly 
crossing and re-crossing the line between 
sanity and insanity, a man of compassion 
but of irregular and undiscriminating 
pity, weeping over the sorrows of ani- 
mals. He fulfilled to a high degree the 
popular conception of a saint. 

As the genius of an individual is known 
by his greatest work, so the value of an 


FREDERICK WARDE 

Once more we are to have the privi- 
lege of hearing the famous actor and 
Shakespearian interpreter, Frederick 
Warde, in one of his recitals. On Sun- 
day evening at eight o’clock he will give 
“The Merchant of Venice,” one of the 
most popular of Shakespeare’s plays. The 
public is cordially invited to attend. 


age or an institution is measured by the 
finest men it produces. Socrates, Aris- 
totle, Plate and others of the Greek phil- 
osophers represent the attainments of the 
pre-Christian era, and St. Francis, St. 
Dominic, St. Bernard and St. Catherine 
of Siena represent the heights of the 
early Christian era and the established 
church. St. Francis was the founder of 
the Franciscian Order. Poverty was its 
first law—poverty, celibacy and obedience. 
It was established at a time of much dis- 
cord within the church as a_ protest 
against the luxury of the Popes. At first 
the church refused to recognize it and 
much bitterness resulted. Innocent III, 
it was, who had the dream in which the 
vast cathedral was about to fall when a 
lowly beggar stepped up and with out- 
stretched arms steadied the edifice until 
it could be sufficiently braced; thus it 
was at last admitted that St. Francis and 
his Mendicant Monks had saved the 
Church from the disintegrating force of 
too much wealth and luxury. 

We of today are willing to acknowledge 
our vast indebtedness to the men of 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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E. Burnette Backus, Minister 

Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

All children of the parish are invited 
to attend the church school assembly 
which opens at ten o’clock each Sunday 
morning. An interesting program of mu- 
sic and talks comes first and then the 
children divide into class groups accord- 
ing to age, and there follow out the 
course of work and study provided for 
them. 

Joint Meeting Adult Class and 
Study Class—10 a. m. 

The Adult Class and the Study Class 
will meet in the Alliance parlor where 
Dr. Bullard will speak on Dakin’s book, 
“Mrs. Eddy: the Biography of a Virginal 
Mind.” This book has been widely dis- 
cussed because of the attempt on the part 
of the Christian Science Church to sup- 
press it. Members of the Congregation 
and their friends are invited to hear this 
lecture. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

A reunion of past and present Fellow- 
ship members will be held on Sunday, 
March 9th. At the Fellowship hour, 9:45 
A. M., all past presidents are invited to 
speak. After the church service a dinner 
is to be served and later the present mem- 
bers will give a “talent program,” con- 
sisting largely of music and readings, and 
Mrs. Backus will present a history of 
the organization. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


science who have gone before. On every 
hand we see the richness and power that 
they have added to our lives, It staggers 
the imagination to ask ourselves what our 
lives would have been without them. Yet 
what is the answer when we ask if life 
would be different today if St. Francis 
had never lived? and St. Dominic and 
all the saints of Christendom? 


Institutions which have outlived their 
usefulness and are really dead often show 
an appearance of great vitality. This is 
exemplified in the institution of Monar- 
chy. In spite of the French Revolution, 
in spite of the World War, monarchy is 
apparently still thriving although it is 
Known to have lost its power to a large 
degree. This is even more true of super- 
naturalism. Isaac Newton’s discovery of 
the law of gravitation destroyed an ele- 
ment of supernaturalism; added blows 
were dealt by Copernicus, Gallileo, Vol- 
taire and Darwin. Yet supernaturalism 
is still with us. Postponement of the final 
death blow has been accomplished by a 
series of rallies. The first was this mon- 
kish movement of St. Francis. The Cru- 
sades and their vast enthusiasm was an- 
other rally. The Jesuit movement of 
learning; and later organizations such as 
the Knights of Columbus. These have 
been paralleled in Protestantism by such 
movements as Lutheranism, Wesleyanism, 
the Salvation Army and Christian Science. 


But after each rally there is more ex- 
haustion, less power of reaction. This 
is evident when one considers that 
while the churches, Catholic and Evan- 
gelical, are today richer than they have 
ever been before, and have at hand in- 
finitely greater means of publicity, no 
modern movement has half the power, 
stirs half the enthusiasm that accom- 
panied the rallies of the middle*’uges. The 
church today retains the appearance of 
power but not the reality. 


In a recent public press editorial, Dr. 
Robert Millikan is quoted as saying: 
“Ninety-five per cent of the forward look- 
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ing work of today has its mainspring in 
the church.” Dr. Charles W. Eliot, form- 
er president of Harvard University, in a 
public address made this statement: “To- 
day the real reforms and the foremost re- 
formers are outside the churches.” With 
all due respect to Dr. Millikan, which 
can easiest square his statement with the 
facts? What forward-looking movement 
has received its inspiration and its back- 
ing from the church? From any particu- 
lar church? What forward-looking move- 
ment has not been opposed tooth and 
nail by the churches until it has been 
proved of undisputed value by organiza- 
tions other than the church? Edward 
Clodd goes so far as to say that no for- 
ward-looking movement in the past one 
hundred years has escaped the bitter op- 
position of the church; freedom of 
thought, freedom of speech, the abolition 
of slavery, universal suffrage and many 
more. We may ask ourselyes—can we 
expect the church to deliver us from 
war? Men of power in the churches are 
beginning to realize the situation. To 
quote the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
his New Year’s address: “We have cause 
to inquire: Is Christianity to be an in- 
creasing or a waning force in the lives 
of the people?” 

After all a religion that opposes nature 
and fears the intellect is not a religion 
to be proud of. Much higher and finer is 
the pursuit of truth in the service of 
man. 

“Think truly and thy thoughts shall the 
world’s famine feed; 

Speak truly and each word shall be a 
fruitful seed; 

Live truly and thy life shall be a grand 
and noble creed.” 


Address by M. M. MANGASARIAN, 
Reported by Mrs. Marion Bruner. 


THE CONQUEST OF FEAR 
On Sunday, March 16th, Mr. Backus 
will give the address on “The Conquest 
of Fear” which he was prevented by his 
illness from delivering when previously 
announced. 


RABBI LISSAUER 


Readers of the Los Angeles Unitarian 
will recall that last fall at the season of 
the Jewish holidays Rabbi Herman F. 
Lissauer was granted the use of our 
church auditorium for a series of meet- 
ings. This was the beginning of a move- 
ment which is now organized under the 
name of “The Jewish Institute.” It is 
one of the most progressive of the cultu- 
ral and religious movements in the city. 
Rabbi Lissauer, who continues to be its 
leader, has accepted what we in the Uni- 
tarian Church call the Humanist position. 
This he is endeavoring to unite with the 
traditional Jewish culture so that the 
members of his groups may at once main- 
tain their historic roots and have the 
advantage of the best 
knowledge. 


contemporary 


The Laymen’s League has invited Rab- 
bi Lissauer to present the story, the 
ideals, and practical endeavors of his 
movement in two public addresses on 
Sunday nights, March 16th and 23rd. The 
subject of his address on the 16th will 
be “Will Religion Disappear?” The 
members of the congregation are urged 
to avail themselves of the opportunity to 
learn of the work that is being done by 
this kindred organization, and to extend 
to Rabbi Lissauer the fellowship of our 
group. He is an excellent speaker. Re- 
member the dates, Sunday at 8 p. m., 
March 16 and 23. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Since the Dramart performances of 
“Lady Windemere’s Fan” begin on next 
Wednesday night there will be no meet- 
ing of the Wednesday Night Club. We 
know that all the members of the club 
will want to see the play, and urge them 
to be present on that night. 


We follow the truth as we know it, 
whithersoever it may lead us; for in our 
hearts we are well assured that the truth 
which has made us free, will in the end 
make us good and glad also. 


—Felix Adler. 
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“LADY WINDEMERE’S FAN” 


The next production of the Dramart 
Workshop will be presented three nights 
next week, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, March 12, 13 and 14. This play 
is more or less familiar and it will be 
most enjoyable as given by this group. 
The leading parts are Lady Windemere, 
Rose Weiner; Lord Windemere, Victor 
McLeon; Lord Darlington, Ed Bode; Mrs. 
Erlynne, Lillian Vincentia; Lord Augus- 
tus, James McFadden. The rest of the 
cast includes Beatrice Mohr, Ruth New- 
ton, Betty Brown, Phyllis Hunter, Mar- 
jorie Kelly, Virgil Cain, Lloyd Johnson, 
Robert Paden, Cleighton Forrest. 

There is no admission charge but an 
offering will be taken. The performances 
will start promptly at 8:15 each evening. 


DANIEL ROWEN 


The friends of Mr. Daniel Rowen, 
formerly a member of this church and 
lecturer for the Adult Class, will be glad 
to know that on March 5th he celebrated 
his 85th birthday. Mr. Rowen is in good 
health and his mind functions as clearly 
as ever. He enjoys reading the best 
books and discussing them with his 
friends. He now resides in Berkeley. 


The quality of mercy is not strained. 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from 
heaven upon the place beneath; it is 
twice blest; it blesseth him that gives 
and him that takes; ’tis mightiest in the 
mightiest:—and earthly power doth then 
show likest God’s when mercy seasons 
justice. 

From “The Merchant of Venice” 
—Shakespeare. 


GROUP PICTURE 


Arrangements have been made to take 
a group picture of all members of The 
Fellowship, past and present at the re- 
union next Sunday. Anyone who has 
ever attended The Fellowship is invited 
to be in the picture which will be taken 
immediately after dinner. 


“TALENT PROGRAM” 

Following the dinner on Sunday there 
will be a program given in the Alliance 
room given by members of The Fellow- 
ship in honor of the alumni who are 
here for The Fellowship reunion. The 
program will consist largely of music and 
readings and Mrs. Backus will give a his- 
tory of the organization. The members 
of the congregation are cordially invited 
to enjoy this program with the young 
people. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

Sewing for the Children’s Hospital will 
be the work of the Alliance women on 
Thursday, March 13. Mrs. Abbie Brewer 
who has charge of this department of the 
Alliance, will be in the sewing room at 
ten-thirty, and invites all who can to 
come and assist. Each one brings box 
lunch. 

Plans are being perfected for the Car- 
nival of Nations scheduled for May. 


RIME ROYAL TO 
MRS. ANNIE S. NAUDAIN 


A “Lily of the Valley” hides below 
The rich green leaves thick-springing 
from the ground. 
A little tribute here we would bestow 
On one who causes blossoms to abound 
Whenever churchly folk are gathered 


round. 
For beauty-bringing and her faithful- 
ness 
Through many years, we thank her now, 
and bless. 


—Stella Knight Ruess. 


SUNDAY MUSIC 

The choir will use,for their special 
number on Sunday morning “When Shall 
My Sorrowful Sighing Slake” by Thomas 
Tallis. Mrs. Chick will include in her or- 
gan prelude “Maestoso” (A. D. MDCXX) 
by MacDowell and “Night” by Russell. 
The offertory is “Andantino” from “Se- 
miramide” by Rossini. 

Mrs. Chick will give a half hour’s or- 
gan recital preceding Mr. Warde’s recital 
on Sunday evening. 
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THE QUEST OF THE AGES 

Religion is defined in Prof. Haydon’s 
book, “The Quest of the Ages,” as “the 
shared quest of the good life.” Despite 
the diversity of its form, the variety of 
its gods, the multiplicity of its conflicting 
doctrines, it has always and everywhere 
been the product of the creative spirit of 
man as he has sought to find satisfaction 
for the deepest desires of his nature. 
There is no such thing as religion in the 
abstract; there is only man seeking under 
a great variety of circumstances for the 
good life in a good world. His gods, his 
beliefs, his ethical codes, have been born 
of his own travailing spirit as it has 
sought to win an ever larger measure of 
the goods of life. 

If religion is “the quest of the good 
life” what form would you expect it to 
take among primitive men in those dim 
ages when human life was not yet secure 
on earth and our remote ancestors had to 
battle to maintain a precarious existence? 
The obvious answer is that then the con- 
cern of religion would be with the basic 
necessities of life, the values without 
which it could not go on. Such the his- 
torian of religion finds actually to have 
been the case. In the dawn age of man- 
kind the purpose of religion was to se- 
cure for men sufficient food to satisfy 
their hunger, protection against the rigors 
of nature, and the dangers with which 
life teemed. Religion also provided for 
the group control over the individual be- 
cause group solidarity was of first impor- 
tance in maintaining a successful fighting 


unit. And finally religion wove itself 
around the critical points in the life of 
the individual—birth, marriage, death. 

It is surprising to discover how 
closely the religious practices of peoples 
on the same levels of culture resemble 
each other. It means that human life re- 
acts to similar conditions in similar 
To be sure there are striking dif- 
ferences to be observed but they can al- 
ways be accounted for in terms of the 
environment. Among a people who main- 
tain themselves by hunting, rites which 
are intended to secure success in the 
hunt and to guard against the dangers 
involved will be conspicuous; if the 
people are nomadic and depend for their 
livelihood on their flocks, religion will 
consist in large measure of practices de- 
signed to secure abundant pasturage and 
a substantial increase in the flock; when 
the people have become farmers cere- 
monies spring up about the planting of 
the seed, the harvesting of the crops, 
the securing of propitious weather. These 
facts cannot fail to impress us with the 
truth of the theory that religion, far from 
being an importation into human life 
from a supernatural realm, is wholly nat- 
ural in its origin, springing from within 
the life of man himself as he seeks under 
varying conditions to win the good life. 

Man early took unto himself helpers in 
this quest. These were the gods. Prof. 
Haydon challenges the statement that 
“fear is the mother of the gods.” He main- 
tains that the early gods were what we 
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E. Burverte Backus, Minister 

Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

All the children of the parish are in- 
vited to attend the church school assem- 
bly which opens at ten o’clock each Sun- 
day morning. An interesting program of 
music and talks comes first and then the 
children divide into class groups accord- 
ing to age, and there follow out the 
course of work and study provided for 
them. 

Joint Meeting Adult Class and 
Study Class—10 a. m. 

So much interest was manifested in 
Dr. Bullard’s lecture last Sunday that a 
discussion of the same subject will be 
continued this Sunday. The book which 
Dr. Bullard is reviewing is “Mrs. Eddy: 
the Biography of a Virginal Mind.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mrs. Helena Petrovitch-Niegosch, wife 
of Milo Petrovitch-Niegosch, a member 
of the Dynasty of Montenegro, will speak 
to The Fellowship on Sunday morning. 
Her subject will be “The Rights of Mi- 
norities with especial reference to Mon- 
tenegro.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
should describe as the forces of nature; 
the Dawn that scattered the shades of 
night and banished its terrors; the Rain 
that came upon the parched ground and 
made the grass and the grain to grow; 


the Wind that blew through the trees 
and over the plain. Man was aware that 
there were forces all about him that had 
a vast influence over him. He was no 
theologian; he did not reason clearly 
about his gods. He used them; they met 
a definite need of his emotional life and 
helped him in his quest. 

As time went on and man won a 
measure of triumph over the circum. 
stances of his life so that the basic needs 
were not so pressing a portion of his 
energy was released for the quest of what 
we call the higher values; he began to 
demand satisfying personal relations with 
those about him, friendship, justice, good 
will, beauty, truth. These new values 
take their place in his religion. But al- 
ways man found that his hopes out-ran 
his accomplishment; his dream was ever 
defeated. A few children of good for- 
tune were granted a large measure of the 
gifts that their hearts craved but the vast 
majority were doomed to suffering and 
frustration. Life might be so beautiful, 
it was in fact so ugly and sordid. The re- 
sult was that there came over the spirit 
of man the feeling of futility in his 
quest for the good life in this world. But 
he refused to relinquish his dream; in the 
midst of his defeat he cherished the con- 
viction that somewhere, if not in this 
world then in another, he would be 
granted the good things that he desired. 
The innermost heart of religion has al- 
ways maintained that the universe is on 
the side of man in his struggle. 

Thus religion became a compensation 
in a transcendent order for the ills that 
are suffered in this life. It became a 
means of salvation from the ills that in- 
flict us here and the assurance of bliss be- 
yond compare in the future. In India this 
was achieved through the development of 
the idea that the universe as a whole is 
perfect, but that seen in its individual 
aspects it is full of discord and misery. 
Salvation comes when the individual 
realizes that he is one with the Universe 
and shares in its perfection, and that his 
separate life with its pain and anguish is 
an illusion. In Israel salvation was ex- 
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pected at the hands of the Lord; He was, 
in the words of Isaiah, to “create new 
heavens and a new earth.” In this new 
order the children of men should find 
that fulfillment of life which their hearts 
crave but which is always denied them. 
In Christianity the dream was to be ful- 
filled in Heaven which God had provided 
for those who meet his requirements. 
Religion is still characterized by this 
other-worldliness which was the product 
of man’s sense of defeat because he did not 
have the means of establishing on earth 
the city of his dreams. But there is now 
every indication that religion is about to 
enter upon a new phase; it is returning 
to the earthly quest for the good life 
with fresh confidence because it has a 
new tool to use. This new tool is the 
scientific method. Already by its means 
the material aspects of man’s life have 
been made new. And now the hope 
arises that by employing the same method 
we can win such a measure of control 
over our spiritual life that the dream of 
the good life in the good society can be 
made real on earth. True, there are im- 
mense difficulties in the way and it is not 
surprising that there are many to proph- 
ecy failure. But the more courageous 
among us believe that we have sufficient 
intelligence, sufficient power to solve 
those problems and progressively achieve 
through the ages that lie before us a large 
measure of that dream which the past 
has relegated to a supernatural realm. 
The quest of the ages has entered upon 
a new path; it goes forward with greater 
possibility of fulfillment than it ever had 
before. It challenges us in the stirring 
lines of Paul Laurence Dunbar: 
Take up your arms, come out with me; 
Let Heav’n alone, humanity 
Needs more and Heav’n less from thee. 
With pity for mankind look ’round; 
Help them to rise—and Heaven is found. 
E. Burvetre Backus. 


WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT 
At the service on Sunday, March 9th, 
Mr. Backus spoke briefly in appreciation 


of William Howard Taft, whose death had 
been reported in the papers the day be- 
fore. Mr. Taft was a loyal Unitarian. 
For many years he served as President 
of the National Conference and lent the 
prestige of his high offices and _ his 
strong, genial personality to the cause of 
our church. We are deeply grateful for 
the service which he rendered and we 
shall miss him sorely in the councils of 
the denomination. 


A CLIPPING 

“These words which we clip from a 
church calendar, should be given wings 
that they may reach everyone whom they 
concern:—“Bear in mind: Anybody can 
criticize, find fault, or blame. It takes 
good sense to help. Cease to be a load, 
and become a force. Talk of your 
church. Give a hearty welcome to 
strangers. Be a radiator, not a refrigera- 
tor; raise the temperature, not lower it. 
Quit grumbling, and begin pushing. Put 
your share of the substance into the 
treasury. Come more _ regularly to 
church; and if you really must criticize, 
you will be all the more able to do it 
intelligently.” —The Christian Register. 

After all, the most natural beauty in 
the world is honesty and moral truth; 
for all beauty is truth. True features 
make the beauty of a face, and true pro- 
portions the beauty of architecture, as 
true measures that of harmony and music. 
In poetry, which is all fable, truth still is 
the perfection. 

—Shaftesbury. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Members of the club are invited to at- 
tend the play on the evening of the 19th. 
There will be no regular meeting of the 
club. 


SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES 


Rabbi Herman Lissauer will continue 
his series of lectures on Sunday evenings, 
March 23 and 30. His subject for the 
23rd will be, “The New Psychology and 
our Changing Morals.” 
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MRS. BACKUS HONORED 

At the Reunion of the Fellowship, 
which was largely attended by past and 
present members Mrs. Backus was the 
surprised recipient of a handsome ring, 
the work of Mr. Douglas Donaldson, 
which was presented to her in token of 
the esteem in which she is held by the 
Fellowship. She has served as its direc- 
tor during the nine years of its existence 
in which time some 300 young people 
have been enrolled in its membership. 


WHO IS EDUCATED? 

The coming visit of Prof. John Dewey 
for the dedication of the new campus of 
U.C.L.A. has prompted Mr. Backus to 
select as his subject for Sunday, March 
23rd, the question indicated above. Edu- 
cation is the tool on which religion must 
rely for the realization of its ideals. You 
will be interested to discover how your 
answer to the question “Who Is Edu- 
cated?” compares with that which Mr. 
Backus will give. 

TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 

Preliminary programs for the Trien- 
nial Conference in San Francisco, April 
22, 23 and 24, have been mailed to all 
the churches on the coast. Dr. William 
S. Morgan of the Pacific Unitarian School 
for the Ministry at Berkeley, will be the 
presiding officer. Speakers on the pro- 
gram include Edward P. Daniels of Santa 
Barbara; Dr. Bard of San Diego, James 
Macdonald of Santa Monica; Prof. Ed- 
ward J. Hulme, head of the Department 
of History at Stanford University; Dr. 
Horace Westwood, Mission Preacher for 
the Laymen’s League; Mr. Karel Haspl, 
Director of Religious Education in the 
Unitarian Church at Oakland. 

A cordial invitation is extended to all 
who can attend. It is not too early to 
make plans to that end. 


PLAY POSTPONED 
The Dramart Workshop found it neces- 
sary to postpone the dates of their pro- 


duction one week, so that the presenta- 
tion of “Lady Windemere’s Fan” will be 


on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
nights, March 19, 20 and 21. 

The leading parts include Rose Weiner 
as Lady Windemere; Victor McLeon as 
Lord Windemere; Ed Bode as Lord Dar- 
lington; Lillian Vincentia as Mrs. 
Erlynne; James McFadden as Lord Au- 
gustus. Ruth Newton, Beatrice Mohr, 
Phyllis Hunter, Betty Brown, Marjorie 
Kelly, Virgil Cain, Lloyd Johnson, Robert 
Paden and Cleighton Forrest are also 
members of the cast. 


CHRISTIAN REGISTER ON SALE 

Mrs. L. N. Anderson, who has charge 
of the literature table, has made ar- 
rangements for current numbers of The 
Christian Register and they will be on 
sale each Sunday. The price is ten cents 
per copy. She has ordered only a very 
small number but that number may be 
increased if the demand is great enough. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

At eleven o’clock on Thursday morn- 
ing, March 20th, the Committee on In- 
ternational Relations will meet. The sub- 
ject for discussion will be Hungary. 

After the luncheon, which is served at 
12:30, Joe Sufchino, tenor, will sing a 
group of songs in the Alliance room. Mr. 
Sufchino is the young man who won the 
Victor Herbert Memorial Prize in Los 
Angeles during a recent contest. 

Following the musical program Mrs. 
O. B. Manchester will give one of her in- 
teresting “Book Talks.” 

Please make your reservation for the 
luncheon. 


SKATING PARTY 

Members of The Fellowship and their 
friends are invited to join a roller skating 
party to be held at the Rollerdome on 
Friday evening, March 21. All who ex- 
pect to attend are asked to meet at the 
church at 7 o'clock. The admission 
charge is 75ce. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers for Sunday morning, March 
16, are in memory of Mrs. Hattie Ross. 
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THE CONQUEST OF FEAR 

A large share of the unnecessary ills 
which inflict mankind have their origin 
in fear. Not one of us is wholly free 
from its grasp, and multitudes cringe and 
slink furtively through life because of the 
terror that haunts their minds. In the 
wake of fear comes a great train of phy- 
sical suffering for it disturbs the balance 
of our bodies and makes us the easy prey 
of all sorts of maladies. 

Of even greater significance is the 
moral evil which has its roots in fear. 
On the one hand it tends to produce in 
the characters of those who employ it, as 
a means of control over others, the quali- 
ties of cruelty, vindictiveness, tyranny. 
They are constantly afraid that their vic- 
tims will rise in revolt, and the conse- 
quence is that they become ever more 
severe in the repression they exercise. On 
the other hand fear produces in those 
who are ruled by it what has been termed 
a slave morality. They become hypo- 
crites, resorting to cunning and devious 
means to secure their ends. In addition 
to this, since they can not vent their rage 
on their masters, they take it out on 
those weaker than themselves. Much of 
the petty persecution of society can be 
traced to this source. 

One further charge must be brought 
against the monster fear; he produces 
stupidity in those who live under his sin- 
ister shade. Thought does not thrive in 
an atmosphere of fear; it is twisted, dis- 
torted all out of shape. The commanding 
products of the intellectual life of man 


CHANGE IN SUBJECT 
Because of the present interest in the 
protest against the alleged Russian perse- 
cution of religion Mr. Backus will speak 
Sunday morning on “Russia and Relig- 
ion.” The address on “Who Is Educa- 
ted?” will be postponed one week. 


have been born of intellectual fearless- 
ness. In order that mind may reach its 
highest development, in’ order that 
thought may come to fullest flower, it 
must be free to follow out the full con- 
sequences of. its own processes without 
fear of the results. 

Is it not amazing, when you stop to con- 
sider the evil fruits of fear, that it con- 
tinues to be so largely used as a method 
of social control? In the family parents 
discipline their children by means of 
fear. They have satisfied their own minds 
that this is a necessary and a salutary 
process. But many times they have de- 
ceived themselves both as to their own 
motives and the results in the lives of 
their children. Often the use of fear 
is born not of wisdom and concern for 
the child’s welfare but of ignorance and 
a readiness to resort to the easiest method 
of disposing of the problem regardless 
of its later consequences in the life of 
the child. Sometimes even more un- 
worthy motives are at work; unconscious- 
ly the adult likes to see these little ones 
cringe before him because it inflates his 
ego. The result is that a host of evils 
may be produced in-the child’s life. He 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

Church School opens Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock with a period of 
musie and discussion. The children then 
go to their respective classes and partici- 
pate in their group work. All the chil- 
dren of the parish are invited to attend. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture is 
“Divination.” 

Study Class—10 A. M. 

Prof. A. E. Lundkvist, who has been 
a popular speaker with different groups 
in the church, will address the Study 
Class on “Adult Education in Foreign 
Countries.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

There will be a meeting of the Cabinet 
at 8:45, preceding the regular Fellowship 
hour. Hon. Frederick Roberts, the only 
negro who has been a member of the 
legislature in California, will speak. 


each 


(Continued from Page 1) 
may become deceitful, securing the ends 
which he desires but avoiding the con- 
sequent wrath of his parents; his whole 
outlook may be given an unwholesome 
tone, and all his years made unhappy by 
the traits that fear has established in his 
character. Parents are usually blind to 
disastrous consequences of the course 
they are pursuing while the results are 


perfectly obvious to those on the out- 
side. 

In society at large the policeman stands 
as the symbol for the use of fear in se- 
curing obedience to the law. Again we 
justify our procedure by arguing that 
there are certain elements in society which 
are not amenable to any other appeal and 
that civilization could not exist were it 
not for the restraining power of fear. 
There is some truth to this contention; 
none the less one who is aware of the 
high cost of fear must be convinced that 
we resort to its use to a far greater ex- 
tent than conditions warrant. Not only 
by due process of law, but also by pres- 
sure of public opinion and economic 
threat, do we exercise this power. It 
were well for us to ponder Mr. Bertrand 
Russell’s statement: “No good thing is 
obtained by fear; obedience not other- 
wise obtainable had better not be ob- 
tained.” 

How are we to secure release from the 
situation in which we find ourselves? 
The new knowledge which the research of 
recent years has given us into the char- 
acter of fear and the way in which it is 
built up offers considerable help. The 
physiologists tell us that fear is a part of 
a mechanism which nature has built up 
to enable the organism to protect itself 
in time of danger. When the menacing 
situation arises the powers of the body 
are mobilized for the business of fighting, 
running away, or remaining immobile to 
avoid attention. If the danger is met 
with action the machinery has met its pur- 
pose and the state of fear has passed 
away. But if the mobolized energy can 
not be spent in action, as is frequently 
the case in civilized communities, the re- 
sult is a disturbance in the body which, 
long continued, may become the source 
of diseases. 

The psychologists bring us farther in 
our understanding of the nature of fear. 
Prof. John B. Watson tells us that our 
fears are for the most part learned; they 
are a product of our experience and are 
not inevitable. This is hopeful because 
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it means that this mechanism which na- 
ture has equipped us with is subject to 
the control of education. Conscious cour- 
age is not sufficient to cope with fear; 
courage may keep us from acting on our 
fears but they are still present and we 
are making matters worse by the strain 
to which we are subjecting ourselves. By 
the right kind of education we can avoid 
developing these phobias and attain an 
attitude of fearlessness and confidence in 
the face of life that is far beyond any- 
thing which the average individual now 
experiences. 


Obviously the place to begin is with 
the children in the earliest stage of in- 
fancy. There is a legion of fears that 
are purely imaginary that are passed on 
from generation to generation; they can 
be dissipated simply by abolishing the 
superstitions on which they rest. We 
must deliberately keep the sensitive sub- 
stance of child life as free from irrational 
fears as the circumstances will permit. 
Much also can be done for adults. The 
case is harder for here is one of the sit- 
uations that demonstrates the truth of the 
old adage that an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. But by a process 
of reeducation we can substitute confi- 
dence in the place of fear. It is impor- 
tant to bear in mind that success depends 
upon establishing a new and positive 
habit of action. The demon of fear is 
not permanently exercised until the angel 
of confidence has come in to take his 
place. It is possible for the expert swim- 
ming instructor to take an individual 
whose mind is possessed by a terrible 
fear of the water and in a few weeks time 
have him swimming around with a joy 
and confidence that seemed impossible 
to him but a short while before. By a 
corresponding process most of the fears 
which plague us may be made to surren- 
der their power. 

It was written of old time: “There is 
no fear in love; perfect love casteth out 
fear.” These words may serve to fix in 
our minds the truth which underlies our 
modern technique for removing fear; it 


must be cast out by acquiring a different 
quality of mind. William James has told 
us that there is a line running through 
human life; on one side of that line lie 
the shades of fear, anxiety, anger, disease, 
worry, moodiness; on the other side lies 
the sunshine of joy, confidence, good-will, 
health, love. Whether or not our journey 
will be predominately through the shade 
or in the sunshine depends in large meas- 
ure on the habits of mind which we es- 
tablish for ourselves. Success is not 
easy but it is possible and certainly worth 
the price we must pay for it. Remember 
always that if we would cast out the 
demon we must invite in the angel. 
“There is no fear in love; perfect love 
casteth out fear.” E. Burperre Backus. 


DONATIONS FOR LUNCH 


A luncheon for the benefit of the Car- 
nival fund will be held at the church on 
Thursday, March 27, at 12:30. Mrs. S. D. 
Alrich is chairman of arrangements and 
she has asked for donations of the follow- 
ing things: cans of salmon, olives, mayon- 
naise, coffee, cream. Please call Mrs. Al- 
rich at YOrk 3783 and tell her what you 
will contribute. Reservations for the 
lunch may be made at the church office. 


RABBI LISSAUER 


The Sunday evening lectures will con- 
tinue with the second in a series by Rabbi 
Herman Lissauer, leader of the Jewish 
Institute of Los Angeles. His subject on 
the 23rd will be “The New Psychology 
and Our Changing Morals.” Rabbi Lis- 
sauer will be heard at eight o’clock, and 
the lecture is preceded by an organ re- 
cital by Miss Phyllis Hunter. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 

The Laymen’s League has kindly in- 
vited attendants of the Club to hear 
Judge Aggeler’s address on the Parole 
System on Wednesday evening, March 
26th. He will speak at eight o’clock in 
the Alliance room. Following the talk 
tables for bridge may be arranged, and 
refreshments will be served later. 
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OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR 
JOHN DEWEY 

On Sunday afternoon, March 30th, Pro- 
fessor John Dewey of Columbia Univer- 
sity will deliver the principal address at 
exercises in commemoration of Josiah 
Royce to be held under the auspices of 
the Philosophical Union in Royce Audi- 
torium on the new campus of the Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles. 

We have the privilege of obtaining a 
limited number of tickets to this lecture 
and if you are interested in hearing Prof. 
Dewey will you please call the chureh 
office and reserve a ticket. 


MR. BACKUS IN CHRISTIAN 
REGISTER 

Much discussion has appeared in the 
recent issues of The Christian Register 
concerning the right of Humanists to re- 
tain their fellowship in the Unitarian 
church. In the last issue, dated March 
13, may be found an article by Mr. 
Backus setting forth his reasons for be- 
lieving that Humanists do have a moral 
right to membership in our church. 

We have ordered a quantity of this 
number of The Register, and you may 
purchase one at the Literature Table on 
Sunday morning, or if you cannot get to 
church you may call the office and one 
will be put away for you. The price is 
ten cents, ———H———— 

EASTER COLLECTION 

Because our financial canvass did not 
produce returns sufficient to meet our an- 
nual contributions to the American Uni- 
tarian Association and other denomina- 
tional agencies we are constrained to 
take up a special collection for this pur- 
pose. Contribution envelopes have been 
mailed you from Boston. You are asked 
to put your gift in the envelope and 
bring it to the church on or before Easter 
Sunday, April 20th. 


THE CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 

The Carnival of Nations which is to 
take place at the church on May 16 and 
17, is becoming the talk of the whole or- 
ganization. The primary object of this 
Carnival is to raise a substantial sum 


of money to apply on the church debt, 
but we hope to foster friendship and so- 
ciability, and believe that the church as 
an organization will be strengthened by 
the new contacts which will naturally be 
made in this mutual service. 

The first definite announcement which 
we are able to offer is that there will be 
eleven sales departments. Mrs. O. H. Tip- 
ton is to head the Gift department; Mrs. 
Herbert Alexander, Arts and Crafts; Mrs. 
E. E. Parle, Household Articles; Mrs. Al- 
fred Benshimol, Candy; Mrs. S. D. Al- 
rich, Food; Mrs. R. C. Gillis, Garden; 
Mrs. J. P. Hunt, Books; E. W. Brewer, 
Jr., Groceries; Mrs. Lucille Snow, White 
Elephant; John McKinney, Refresh- 
ments; Mrs. E. L. Bruner, Miscellaneous. 
Information about any of these depart- 
ments may be had at the church office, 
and you are urged to offer donations or 
money or services in the interest of any 
or all. 

Watch the Unitarian each week for 
other details. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 

Judge William T. Aggeler of the Su- 
perior Court of Los Angeles County, will 
be the speaker at the Laymen’s League 
dinner, Wednesday evening, March 26th. 
Judge Aggeler’s subject will be, “The 
Parole System in California,” a timely 
subject in view of the fact that this sys- 
tem has come in for much criticism. 

All the men of the congregation are 
invited to attend this dinner, and mem- 
bers of the League are urged to bring at 
least one guest. Dinner will be served at 
6:30, and tickets are 50c. Please make 
your reservations or purchase your ticket 
by Monday, March 24, 


PERSONALS 

The death of Mr. E. L. Garrett, father 
of Mrs. Backus, occurred at Lawrence, 
Kansas, on March 12th. 

Mr. Louis Kern, husband of Mrs. 
Irene Kern, President of the Alliance, 
died on Sunday, March 16th. 

The sympathy of their many friends is 
extended to Mrs. Backus and Mrs. Kern 
in their bereavements. 
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RUSSIA AND RELIGION 

The newspapers have devoted much 
space in recent weeks to an account of 
the persecution of religion in Russia and 
of the protests made by different religious 
bodies in various parts of the world. 
Editorials of a most virulent nature have 
appeared attacking the Russian author- 
ities for their alleged violation of the 
fundamental human right to liberty of 
conscience in religion. A mass meeting 
conducted by Catholics, Protestants, and 
Jews in our own city bas raised its voice 
in protest against the sufferings of their 
co-religionists in Russia. 

The impression which all of this makes 
on the impartial observer is that the re- 
ligious world and the press are passing 
judgment without allowing the other side 
to be heard. The case for the prosecu- 
tion is in and the defendant is condemned 
without having an opportunity to present 
his side of the story. This is a gross 
violation of justice. That there 
other side to the story all who have ac- 
cess to liberal journals of opinion are 
aware. 

First of all, what are the facts? Has 
there been actual persecution and if so to 
what extent? Honesty compels the ad- 
mission that we are not in possession of 
sufficient reliable information to answer 
this question in a satisfactory manner. 
Rabbi Magnin, at the mass meeting in 
Los Angeles, said definitely that the 
protest was not against atrocities, for he 
had no certain knowledge that atroci- 


is an- 


ties had been committed. The leader of 
the protest movement in England has ad- 
mitted that of the many atrocities which 
have been cited lately not one had taken 
place since 1918! The Chief Patriarch 
of the Orthodox Church in Russia in an 
interview denying the Pope’s contentions 
has definitely stated that religion is not 
being persecuted in Russia. 

Yet it seems clear that according to our 
standards Russia cannot be completely 
cleared of the charge of religious per- 
secution. Even The Nation that 
“hundreds of persons have been punished 
on all sorts of ridiculous and trumped-up 
charges meant to hide the fact that they 
were really being exiled or imprisoned 
because of their religious activity.” Theo- 


states 


retically there exists complete religious 
freedom in Russia. Practically that free- 
dom is many times violated, as it is in- 
deed in our own country. 
which the official violation of liberty is 
clearest is in the provision that children 
under eighteen shall not be given relig- 
ious instruction in groups of more than 
three. The purpose of this is obvious; 
it springs from the conviction that if the 


The point at 


young people have the proper back 
ground of secular education before the 
claims of religion are put before them 
they will not respond to it. 

What is most alarming to the religious 
forces of the world is the intense anti- 
religious propaganda that is being car- 
ried on in Russia. This has doubtless 
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E. Burpetre Backus, Minister 

Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 

Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 

Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday, from 
8:30 to 5:30. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

Church School opens Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock with a period of 
music and discussion. The children then 
go to their respective classes and par- 
ticipate in their group work. All the 
children of the parish are invited to at- 
tend. 


each 


The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard’s lecture will be a discus- 
sion of Spiritualism. 

Study Class—10 A. M. 

A study of Adult Education will be 
continued and Prof. Lundkvist will use 
as a basis for his talk Joseph K. Hart’s 
book “Adult Education.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. Herbert Alexander, Professor of 
History in the Los Angeles Junior Col- 
lege, will speak on the subject “Has 
Christianity Furthered Pacificism?” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
been carried to extreme but we must rec- 
ognize that it is a reaction from the re- 
ligious bondage in which the people of 
Russia have been held for centuries. The 
Christianity of the Greek church which 
has been dominant in that country is the 
most superstitious of the forms of re- 
ligion claiming the Christian name. We 
must remember that it was this church 


which excommunicated Tolstoi and of 
which he said that were Jesus to return 
and visit Rusisa he would fling it far 
from him in righteous indignation. We 
must remember, further, that the church 
in Russia was made an instrument of the 
oppression which ruled during the days 
of the Czar. It is not surprising that 
once free from its dominance the people 
of Russia have submitted religion to the 
Actually what 
is happening there is simply an intensely 
dramatic form of what is taking place 
all over the world. Everywhere religion 
is being put to the test of modern 
thought. In Rusisa the anti-religious 
forces are more militant than elsewhere. 

When we come to examine the motives 
for the protests against what is taking 
place we find that as in all human actions 
there is a curious mixture of the good 
and the bad, of the confessed and the un- 
confessed. There is doubtless some gen- 
uine concern for the ideal of religious 


most searching criticism. 


liberty, also an admixture of alarm over 
the outcome for religion. But to these 
must be added some less worthy motives. 
The Pope does not come into the affair 
with clean hands. It is well known that 
when Pius XI came to the throne he was 
confronted with the opportunity of win- 
ning the Greek Catholic church to the 
Roman fold. To this end he was eager 
to cooperate with the Bolshevist leaders 
in Russia and for years had nothing to 
say about their persecution of religion. 
It is only recently when he finds himself 
unable to carry out his policy that he 
becomes suddenly the champion of relig- 
ious liberty. 

But most potent of all the motives un- 
derlying the present protests is the eco- 
nomic one. The tales of religious per- 
secution have for the most part been 
fabricated to serve as propaganda in an 
economic war, just as the tales of Ger- 
man atrocities were fabricated for prop- 
aganda purposes during the late war. 
Russia is beginning to loom up as a po- 
tential and powerful economie rival. The 
nations of western Europe and America 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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dread that power and are convinced that 
the success of Russian principles would 
strike a powerful blow at our economic 
order. This motive came out very clearly 
in the address of the Catholic representa- 
tive at the mass meeting in Los Angeles. 
He said definitely that he regarded the 
meeting as a barrier against the intrusion 
of Marxian Socialism into this country. 
The alarm of the economic forces is gen- 
uine, but it should not be permitted to 
disguise itself as a championship of re- 
ligious liberty. 


What will be the results of the protests 
on the part of religion? Doubtless there 
will be some advantage in having the 
principle of freedom set forth, but this 
will be overshadowed by the evil conse- 
quences. The movement can only seem 
hypocritical to the Russian people; it will 
confirm them in their conviction that re- 
ligion is an ally of the economic inter- 
ests that they regard as hostile to them; 
it will only serve to intensify their anti- 
religious propaganda. How the leaders 
of that movement must have rejoiced at 
the material which was put into their 
hands by the form which the Roman pro- 
test took, with its display of sacred relics, 
its prayers to St. Joseph “the adopted 
father of the Eternal Son.” On the whole 
the protest can only serve as an added 
cause of irritation in a 
world that sorely needs to avoid anything 
of the kind. 


My plea is that we do justice to the 
great Russian nation; that we avoid that 
arrogance which takes the name of jus- 
tice in vain, prejudging the case because 
it can see only one side. Rather let our 
justice be that which springs from the 
understanding heart and is seasoned with 
mercy. Too long have hatred and fear, 
envy and selfishness poisoned the re- 
lations between the peoples of earth. Too 
long have we been the victims of those 
who would exploit our ignorance, our 
prejudice, our weakness, for their own 
ends. Let us arise and ally ourselves 
with those in every land who value hu- 


international 


man life above property; with those who 
feel for the downtrodden and the poor; 
with those who are working to the end 
that justice and liberty, good-will and 
brotherhood may no longer be a re- 
mote ideal dwelling in the heavens, but 
shall come ‘and dwell among the children 
of men guiding them in the way of life. 
E. Burpette Backus. 


GANDHI! 
The non-cooperative 

Mahatma Gandhi in India is one of the 
most important events in the world to- 
day. 
in being able to present on Sunday night 
Mr. Manilal Parekh, of India, who will 
tell of the present situation from his in- 
timate knowledge. Mr. 
close personal friend of Mr. Gandhi and 
It is of 
special interest to us to know that Mr. 
Parekh was for some time associated with 
the Brahmo Somaj which is the Unitarian 
Church of India. He is at present on a 
tour of the United States in the interest 
of a better understanding between Amer- 
ica and India. He speaks delightful Eng- 
lish. His subject is “Mahatma Gandhi 
and the Movement For Independence In 
India.” 


movement of 


The Laymen‘s League is fortunate 


Parekh is a 


has written a biography of him. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 

The flowers on Sunday morning, March 
23, were furnished by Mrs. Kern and 
Mrs. A. E. Wilson. 

THE CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 

We call your attention this week to 
the Gift Table for the Carnival of Nations 
which will probably attract many buyers. 
If you wish to donate something for this 
particular department your own hand 
work is most acceptable or you may send 
a purchased article. 
ialize in practical things which may be 
sold at a reasonable price. 

Mrs. O. H. Tipton is chairman of this 
department. Her telephone is EXposition 
5502 and her address is 1511 Ingraham 
Street. Phone or write her and she will 
suggest things which you may make or 
send, 


The table will spec- 
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JUBILEE SINGERS 

On Wednesday evening, April 2, the 
Wednesday Night Club will present the 
Negro Harmony Four in a program of 
spirituals and other favorite negro mu- 
sic. The program is given in the inter- 
est of the Common Sense Council of 
American Negroes, and is sponsored by 
Mr. Wm. A. Venable who is active in 
this educational project. He will give a 
short talk on the work of the organiza- 
tion. 

The program will be given in Channing 
Hall at eight o’clock and all members of 
the congregation are cordially invited to 
attend. There is no admission charge but 
an offering will be taken. Come and en- 
joy these singers who will present a 
most enjoyable They 
have appeared with the greatest success 


entertainment. 


in some of the leading churches of the 
city and are making a reputation for 
themselves as first-class entertainers. 


FELLOWSHIP ENTERTAINED 
Mrs. E. W. Brewer has invited The 
Fellowship to her home, 1245 Holmby 
Avenue, on Sunday, March 30, from five 
to nine P. M. A supper will be served 
after which the young people are to talk 
over plans for their part in the Carnival 
of Nations which takes place May 16 and 
17. 
MEETING TROUBLE 
Sickness, financial reverses, 
ment, disappointment, failure, — trouble 
in some of its many forms comes to all 
of us. One of the functions of religion 
has been to help men and women cope 
with such trials. What wisdom on this 
subject does our modern point of view 
afford? Mr. Backus will deal with this 
problem in the address of Sunday, April 
6th. 


bereave- 


BACH CANTATA CLUB 
The Bach Cantata Club, of which Hal 
Davidson Crain is founder and conduc- 
tor, will give an evening of Bach music 
in the church auditorium on Monday eve- 
ning, March 31. Richard Keys Biggs, 
organist at the Church of the Blessed Sac- 


rament in Hollywood, will play. Mme. 
Maria Gerdes and Joseph Jean Gilbert, 
both artists of distinction and wide ex- 
perience, will play the seldom-heard so- 
nata in A for piano and flute. The choir 
of twenty robed singers will be heard in 
an opening group of three chorales and 
the cantata, “Ein feste Burg,” based up- 
on the famous Luther hymn, “A Mighty 
Fortress,” and composed in 1730 in honor 
of the two hundredth anniversary of 
Luther. The soloists in this work will 
be Constance Balfour, soprano; Maude 
Darling Weaver, contralto; Louis Alva- 
rez, tenor, and Leslie Brigham, bass. 

The program will begin at eight-thirty 
There is no admisison charge and the 
public is cordially invited to attend. It 
is a rare privilege to hear these splendid 
artists, and we trust that members of the 
congregation will avail themselves of the 
opportunity. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

The Executive Board will meet at 
11 o'clock, Thursday morning, April 3. 

The regular birthday luncheon will be 
served at 12:30, and all women who have 
birthdays in April are invited to sit at 
the birthday table. There will be an in- 
teresting speaker for lunch. 

The monthly business meeting of the 
organization will be held at two o’clock. 

PLEASE make your reservations for 
Junch. 

TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 

Just to remind you that the time of the 
Triennial Conference in San Francisco is 
rapidly approaching. We sincerely hope 
that a large number from this chureh will 
find it possible to attend. If you plan to 
go please report the fact to the church 
office as soon as possible. The dates are 
April 22, 23 and 24, the week after Easter. 
Detailed programs will be available for 
distribution early in April. 


PERSONALS 
Mrs. Aurelia Rhinehart, President of 
Mills College, was a visitor at our service 
on Sunday morning. 
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WHO IS EDUCATED? 

In introducing Prof. John Dewey at 
the dedication of the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles, Dr. E. C. Moore 
stated that he regarded Prof. Dewey as 
perhaps the greatest thinker on educa- 
tion the world has ever known. We can, 
therefore, do no better than to begin 
our discussion of “Who Is Educated?” 
with Prof. Dewey’s definition of educa- 
tion given on this occasion. His subject 
was “Philosophy and Education” and af- 
ter pointing out how philosophy inquires 
into what constitutes the good life he 
said: “Education is the practice in which 
the insights of philosophy into the good 
life are brought to fruition.” We are not 
born human but with the capacity for be- 
coming human and it is education that 
is the tool for accomplishing this end. 

Obviously, under such a broad concep- 
tion of education, we shall make a mis- 
take to conclude that education is synony- 
mous with academic training. Erudition 
does not make a wise man. Sometimes 
it results simply in his worshipping the 
source of his light instead of turning it 
on the problems of the world. On the 
other hand a man like Lincoln who has 
been denied the advantages of formal 
schooling may be truly educated if the 
circumstances of his life have conspired 
to give him true insight into the good 
life and the means of achieving it. All 
this is not to belittle our schools; it is 
simply to make sure that. we understand 
that education is something which is not 
confined to the class room. We may 


agree with Prof. Dewey that public edu- 
cation is the most important affair of the 
state and that the great battles of peace 
are being fought in the class rooms of 
the land. 

Education begins with life itself. The 
new knowledge which has been won for 
us by psychology and the various insti- 
tutions of child guidance has given us a 
fresh sense of the importance of the earl- 
Alfred Adler has said; “Peo- 
ple do not change their attitude towards 
life after infancy.” This may be an ex- 
aggerated statement but it contains an 
important truth. It is in the early years 
that our emotional patterns are being 
built up. We are learning that many of 
those traits of personality that we had 
regarded as inborn are after all the prod- 
ucts of training and that by proper 
direction the favorable ones can be cul- 
tivated and the unwholesome ones elimi- 
nated. The nursery school is attempting 
to supplement the work of the parents at 
this point and to supply intelligent gui- 
dance. 
public schools is attempting the same 
thing at a later stage. Our educational 
practice is beginning to assimilate the 
results of psychological study. 

One of the most common fallacies con- 
cerning education is that its chief func- 
tion is that of imparting certain knowl- 
edge to the students. This has been des- 
cribed as the “reservoir and pipe line 
theory.” 
that there exists a great supply of ac- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 


iest years. 


The psychiactric worker in the 


It proceeds on the assumption 
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THIS SUNDAY 
AMERICAN INDIAN PROGRAM 
9:45 A. M. 

On Sunday morning at 9:45 all groups 
will meet in Channing Hall to enjoy an 
American Indian program. Chief Siand- 
ing Bear, of the Sioux Tribe, and his 
niece Warcazawin, will be the speakers. 

Chief Sanding Bear is the author of 
the book “My People, The Sioux,” a 
fascinating tale which has enjoyed much 
popularity. 

This is a program which will appeal 
to young and old alike and Channing 
Hall should be filled to honor these 
guests. 

Thanks are due Mrs. L. N. Anderson 


for arranging this interesting event. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cumulated knowledge and that the teacli- 
er is an instrument for conveying some 
of this to the minds of the pupils. The 
success of the system is gauged by the 
glibness with which the scholars can re- 
produce the information that they have 
received. But this does not constitute 
knowledge. The learner has to make his 
own knowledge. “What Moses thought, 
or Plato, or Euclid will never do me 
any good unless I think it myself.” Con- 
trary to the opinion of many professed 
educators it is the business of the schools 
to teach children to think. It is immoral 
to give a child’s mind a fixed set from 
which it can never escape. We cannnot 
begin too early to teach children how to 
think. The capacity for creative think- 
ing develops gradually and grows by ex- 
ercise. The world suffers greatly be- 
cause it has scarcely begun to exploit 
its powers of thought. Surely one of the 


first marks of the truly educated man is 
that he can think. 

What shall we say of the expansion of 
the movement for vocational education? 
This has its admirable points and it is 
assuredly a good thing for all persons to 
acquire a skill by virtue of which they 
are to make a living. Yet it is very easy 
in a civilization like ours for this ten- 
dency to run to an extreme and for those 
charged with responsibility for educa- 
tion to assume that their task has been 
completed when it has fitted the individ- 
ual to perform his function in the eco- 
nomic order. In this connection we 
would do well to call to mind a passage 
of Plato. He says: “And if we knew how 
to convert stones into gold the knowl- 
edge would be of no value to us unless 
we knew how to use the gold.” Life is 
not for living only but for us to make 
the most of it and education has only 
begun its function when it has put us in 
possession of the means of livelihood; it 
must go on to give us skill in using the 
life that we are sustaining. 

The recent development of what is 
known as adult education is to be com- 
mended in this connection, especially in 
so far as it is cultural in results and 
helps the individual to share in the great 
heritage of human values, giving him a 
sense of the identity of his own life 
with that of humanity and providing him 
with insight into what he can make of 
his life. We should live in the constant 
expectation of growth. Minds become 
inactive in their prime if they lack the 
keen expectation of further change in 
outlook. It would be well for us to 
adopt as our motto the words of Solon, 
one of the wise men of ancient Greece. 
When he was nearly eighty he said: “I 
grow old learning still.” 

We are now ready to bring together 
the elements in our answer to the ques- 
tion “Who Is Educated?” Our actual at- 
tainment will always be relative but this 
need not prevent our setting up an ideal 
that may be approximated in a great 
variety of different ways. That ideal in- 
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(Continued from Page 2) 
volves, first, the establishment of whole- 
some emotional patterns so that the in- 
dividual looks out on the world through 
fearless eyes; his inner life is character- 
ized by harmony; his relation to his fel- 
low men is dominated by good-will. See- 
ond, it includes that acquaintance with 
the value achievements of the race which 
gives to the educated individual a sense 
of partnership with all mankind, makes 
him feel that he is a citizen of the world 
and the ages, a cooperating unit in the 
life of humanity. Third, it involves the 
ability to think, to melt the world in the 
fires of your own mind and recast it in 
new form bearing the stamp of your in- 
dividuality. Fourth, it includes the ex- 
pectancy of change and growth. The 
educated person has accepied the vital 
character of the world; accommodates 
himself to the fact that it is in process, 
and deliberately keeps his own mind 
plastic, growing. Finally we must ap- 
ply the test of action. He alone is edu- 
cated whose life issues that 
makes some contribution to the common 
life of man, whose thought in some de- 
gree, be it ever so little, helps to recon- 
struct the world. The educated individ- 
ual is a poised, well integrated person- 
ality, cultured, creative, a cooperating 
unit in society. E. Burperre Backus. 


in action 


BEAUTY 
The Easter Festival is primarily a 
celebration of reviving nature. April 
13th is Palm Sunday. On that date Mr. 
Backus is to speak on Beauty, with spec- 
ial reference to beauty in nature, and 
the religion of nature lovers. 


CARL WETHERELL 

Mr. Carl Wetherell, who for seven 
years served as the Pacific Coast Secre- 
tary, and who is now Head Master of 
Proctor Academy at Andover, N. H., is 
being sent to the Conference at San 
Francisco as the delegate of the Laymen’s 
League. He is making the trip by way 
of Los Angeles and plans have been 
made to hold a meeting at the church 


Friday evening, April 18th, at which 
time the men from all the Unitarian 
Churches of Southern California are in- 
vited to meet with him. The men of 
our congregation are urged to make their 
reservations for the dinner which will be 
served as a prelude to the meeting. We 
are hosts on this occasion and should 
turn out in full force to weleome Mr. 
Wetherell and the men from the other 
churches of the vicinity. 


SANTA MONICA CHURCH 

The new Unitarian Church of Janta 
Monica, located at Arizona Avenue and 
18th Street, is now complete and will be 
dedicated at a special service Sunday, 
April 6th at 3 p.m. The sermen will be 
preached by Rev. William [. Lawrence, 
formerly Secretary of Religious Educa- 
tion, of the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion. Other ministers frem Unitarian 
churches of Southern California will par- 
ticipate in the service. At the conclu- 
sion of the service visiters will be given 
an opportunity to inspect the building. 
The Los Angeles Unitarian extends to 
the Santa Monica congregation and to 
its minister, Rey. James W. Macdonald, 
heartiest congratulations on their achieve- 
ment, ———___—_—__—_—_— 
PRIZE CONTEST 

The Committee on Recruiting the 
Ministry is offering the following prizes 
for the best essays of 1000 words on the 
subject, “Does Our Country Need Min- 
isters?” 1. Te young men from 18 to 
21, three prizes of $50, $25, $10. 2. To 
young men urder 18, three prizes of $30, 
$20, $10. Essays must be mailed to the 
Committee en Recruiting the Ministry 
at 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass., not 
later than May Ist. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 

The eyening of April 9th will be de- 
voted to bridge. Many things have tended 
to interrupt the scheduled program of 
the Wednesday Night Club, but it is 
hoped that with this social event the 
members will once more find their places 
in this informal group. 
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THE CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 
che general chairman, Mrs. E. W. Bre- 
reports that the plans for this most 
iepertant affair of the year, are working 
veedingly well. Everyone is show- 
ing plendid spirit of cooperation and 
efeet joterest is being displayed in the 

ous (epartments. 

tf ite Edwards Fox has been ap- 
te chairman of the Arts and Crafts 
Mitte Her table will 
ly \od as far as possible articles for 
(1 show the arts and crafts 
of Ciel coeotry. If you are particularly 
ipieresce) in this sort of work you are 


represent 


ure »!) Mies. Fox at Rochester 4066, 
or t 55 West Adams, and tell 
her » -ou oJ) do for this committee. 
LiANCE NOTES 

The » Alliance are asked 
to assis! i) Wine for the carnival. The 
entire { i lay, April 10, will 
be given over i ork. Please bring 
box lunch 

PULI VERS 

The flowe April 6, are 

in memory ©! Yrs. | - Dunn. 
TRUSTEES MEETING 

The regular ng of the 
Board of Truste ' be held Monday 
evening, April 7, «| o'clo in the 
church office. 

REASSUHING 

It has been very ei) ying reas- 
suring to Mr. Backus “eive mumer- 
ous letters from Unites geinisiers in 
all parts of the country commending his 
recent article in the Chrvt ay ister 
on the right of the humawist to » oly 
in our ranks. Most of the lower hy 
been from theists who wre \& 
their loyalty to the princiy © of { 
dom. The following quotation froy 
William I. Lawrence is typies! of (se 
splendid spirit in which they ere ¢» 
ceived. “I want to express my leaky 
approval of your article in the Ciiristias 


Register, in reply to Dr. Sutherlan | 


As for me, I should feel that Unitarian- 
ism has disastrously failed if it crowded 
out any right-hearted person on dog- 
matic grounds. No stoning of the proph- 
ets for me! And for all my theism, I 
am not so sure but you humanists are 
prophets of the new faith. Of course I 
don’t see it that way as yet,—but proph- 
ets have never been popular, and my atti- 
tude is that of hopeful expectation.” 


Love is the spirit of this church, ser- 
vice is its law. This is our great cove- 
nant: to dwell together in peace, to seek 
the truth in love and to help one an- 
other. 


SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 

Six delegates from Los Angeles are al- 
ready planning to attend the Pacific 
Coast Conference of Unitarian Churches 
which will be held in San Francisco Ap- 
ril 22nd, 23rd, and 24th. It is hoped that 
the number of representatives of our 
church may be greatly increased. Any- 
one who can attend is urged to report 
to the Church office at the earliest possi- 
ble date. The first session of the con- 
ference will be held Tuesday evening, 
April 22nd, at which time Rev. Edwin P. 
Daniels, of Santa Barbara, will give the 
conference sermon. The final session 
will be held Thursday evening with Prof. 
Edward M. Hulme of Stanford Univer- 
sity, and Rev. Horace Westwood, mission 
preacher of the Laymen’s League, as the 
speakers. 

95 NEW MEMBERS 

Since services were resumed in Sep- 
tember ninety-five persons have joined 
the church. The membership book is 
open for signatures every Sunday morn- 
ing. On Easter Sunday, April 20th, there 
will be a public reception of new mem- 
bers at the close of the morning service. 
All who have joined since the last recep- 
tion are invited to participate, and any 
“ho are contemplating membership are 
‘ovited to join this group. Mr. Backus 
will be glad to answer any questions 


about membership. 
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MEETING TROUBLE 
“Tired with all these for restful death 
I ery.” In the famous sonnet beginning 
with this line “Shakespeare enumerates 
many of those injustices and tragedies 
which produce the world-weariness that 


Had he not 


been limited by the poetic form which 


would seek rest in death. 


he was using he would doubtless have 
given us a much more complete list, for 
the ills which bind our human kind in 
a fellowship of suffering are not to be 
exhausted in a few lines even though 
they be the work of the supreme genius. 
Suffering, heartache, tragedy is the lot 
of every person born into the world. 

How shall we find strength to meet it? 
In the past men have said that all the 
ills which inflict us are by the will of 
God who is thus disciplining us that we 
may come nearer to the goal of moral 
perfection, or that they serve some other 
purpose of His. There is no doubt that 
this belief has served men effectively; it 
has robbed evil of its sting, given men 
a sublime confidence in the fundamental 
soundness of the universe and encour- 
aged them, on the basis of this faith, to 
rise above the adverse 
that might otherwise have crushed them. 
But today there are numerous men and 
women who can no longer accept this 
explanation; their minds simply refuse 
to accept the idea that the evil of the 
world is deliberately inflicted to serve 
as a part of an inscrutable plan. How 
shall such persons meet the trouble 
which they cannot escape? 

It is my firm conviction that the ef- 
fectiveness of the traditional idea was 


circumstances 


due to the fact that it provided a suc- 
cessful psychological technique for mas- 
tering the mental consequences of evil 
rather than to its truth as a theological 
doctrine. Our problem, then, becomes 
one of developing a practical technique 
of meeting trouble which shall seem to 
those who have rejected the older meth- 
od to conform with their present intel- 
lectual outlook. 

Many men find it a great relief when 
they do not have to struggle to explain 
their sufferings in the light of the moral 
government of the universe; they cease 
to agonize over the question as to what 
they have done to deserve such punish- 
ment and learn to accept philosophically 
the fact that suffering is one aspect of 
life and that more important than any 
theoretical interpretation of its meaning 
is the practical way in which they deal 
with it. 

Though others can be of assistance 
your chief reliance must be on yourself. 
Somehow we have to discipline ourselves 
until we have acquired the power of 
taking all the material which life brings 
to us and fashioning it to our service in 
the deep places of our hearts. It was 
written of old time that acceptable men 
are tried in the furnace of adversity. It 
is true that strength and wisdom can be 
extracted from adverse circumstances, 
but the magic is not in the conditions 
themselves; rather it is in the mind of 
the man who wins the victory. There are 
many who are consumed in the fires of 
adversity. If suffering is not to leave 
us weaker than it found us we must learn 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning with a period of singing and 
discussion. The group then divides into 
classes and continues study. All the 
children of the parish are invited to at- 
tend these interesting meetings. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Daniel Hager will speak to the 
Adult Class on the subject “Psychic 
Phenomena and the Religio-Philosophical 
Problem.” Dr. made _ this 
subject a matter of deep study and will 
present an interesting discussion. 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

For the benefit of those who did not 
hear Prof. John Dewey during his recent 
visit to Los Angeles, Dr. Frederick Ro- 
man will speak on the subject “The Edu- 
cational Ideas of John Dewey.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. Alfred Benshimol will begin a 
series of monthly talks on Unitarianism. 
This series is intended to familiarize the 
young people with the more important 
facts of Unitarian history, and to give 
them a background from which they can 
answer the questions which is so often 


Hager has 


put to members of this denomination, 
“What do Unitarians believe?” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
how to cope with it. 

Let us summon the resources of our 
manhood or womanhood to master this 
thing that has intruded itself into our 
lives. We can make the effort to see it 


in proper perspective recognizing the fact 
that when it is in the immediate fore- 
ground of our thoughts it looms up all 
out of proportion. Things are seldom 
as bad as they appear to us. We can 
remind ourselves that time helps to as- 
suage grief and that a few years hence 
when life has done its healing work we 
will wonder that our despair was ever 
so dark. We can challege ourselves with 
the thought that we are not the first to 
suffer “woes which hope thinks infinite” 
but that all the generations which have 
preceded us have gone through the same 
travail. Let us say to ourselves: “I too 
am a man, and what others have borne 
I am brave enough to bear!” We have 
received from the past a great heritage 
of courage, of the spirit which conquers 
trouble with a laugh. Let us exercise 
that power remembering that there is no 
situation which cannot be made lighter 
or darker by our own frame of mind. 

It is important that we find release 
for our feeling in action whenever that 
is possible. John Bright, the distin- 
guished English statesman, relates the 
incident which led him to take the lead 
in the move for the repeal of the iniqui- 
tious Corn Laws. His young and beauti- 
ful wife lay dead in his home; he was 
filled with despair, crushed by the trag- 
edy which had put a period to his all 
too brief happiness. His friend Cobden 
came to offer his condolence. Cobden 
said to him: “There are thousands of 
homes in England where mothers and 
children are dying of starvation. I ad- 
vise you, after the first poignancy of 
your grief has passed, to join me and we 
will not cease from labor until we have 
put an end to the inquity.”. John Bright 
accepted the invitation and found relief 
from his own passion in compassionate 
service of humanity. Over and over 
again have men found that such a course 
is the best medicine for the broken heart. 

Someone has said that the evil which 
overtakes us presents to the alert mind 
a chance of achieving an otherwise im- 


possible good. So it may be, on the 
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condition always that we exercise the 
might of our own spirits for the attain- 
ment of that good. 
us simply in the natural course of events. 
Our attitude must be similar to that 
which Romain Rolland ascribes to Bee- 
thoven in “The Heroic Musician.” “His 
whole life is like a stormy day. Sudden- 
ly, at the height of the tempest, the dark- 
ness is dispersed. Night is driven away 
and the clear tranquil atmosphere is re- 
stored by a sheer act of will power. Sor- 
row personified, to whom the world re- 
fused joy, created joy himself to give to 
the world. He forged it from his own 
misery. Indeed it was the motto of his 
whole heroic soul; Joy through suffer- 
ing.” We can not escape suffering but 
we can make it yield us insight into life, 
sympathy for mankind, maturity and 
beauty of character. 


It will not come to 


We must confess, however, that in the 
present state of human life this measure 
of triumph over evil is not always possi- 
ble. There are tragedies so great that 
they crush the strongest; there are mul- 
titudes who by the misfortunes of heri- 
tage and of training are so weak that they 
cannot even conquer the ills which but 
feed the strength of the more fertunate. 
These facts serve to remind us that the 
task of meeting trouble is one which 
cannot be left to the individual but must 
be met by our making common cause. 
We must rise in revolt against many of 
the conditions which today produce so 
much needless suffering; we must press 
our victory over nature and over human 
nature to the point where evil has been 
reduced to the minimum. What we can- 
not eliminate we shall have to triumph 
over in the deep places of our hearts. 

“By their fruits we shall know them.” 
It has been my observation that those 
among our contemporaries who meet 
their troubles something after the man- 
ner in which I have described, who ac- 
cept it philosophically, refusing to per- 
mit it to embitter them, who translate 
their grief into action which shall bring 


benefit to others, who transmute the base 
metal into the pure gold of character, 
who feel themselves to be members of 
that fellowship which toils ceaselessly 
for the conquest of suffering in all human 
life, find a peace and a serenity of spirit 
which is fully equal to that which our 
forefathers gained from their religious 
faith. 
E. Burperre Backus. 


SPECIAL EASTER MUSIC 

Through the generosity of several 
members of the congregation we are to 
have the privilege of hearing the full 
A Capella Choir on Easter Sunday. 

There are twenty-four young people 
in this choir, eight of whom furnish the 
music for our regular Sunday morning 
services. At Christmas we heard the full 
choir and their program is remembered 
with a great deal of pleasure, and the 
announcement of their second appear- 
ance will be welcomed by all. 

Madrigals in English and _ traditional 
Easter music in Latin 
program. 


comprise their 


CHRISTENING SERVICE 
There has been a request for a Christ- 
Sunday. If 
there are other parents who desire to 
have their children Christened at this 
time they are askd to notify the church 
office at once. 


ening Service on Easter 


EASTER OFFERING 

Following the custom of past years we 
will devote the special Kaster offering 
to denominational and _ philanthropic 
causes. We should have a minimum of 
$1000.00 for these purposes. Special en- 
velopes have been sent out from Boston. 
Kindly place your contribution in this 
envelope and put it into the collection 
basket on Easter Sunday, or mail it to 
the church prior to that date. Please 
do not send it direct to Boston. We did 
not meet our outside obligations last 
year and your generosity will be doubly 
appreciated this year. 
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“MYSTERY DINNER” 

The men’s committee for the Carnival 
of Nations, of which Mr. G. W. Leo is 
chairman, has announced a “Mystery 
Dinner” for Sunday, April 27th. The 
meal will be served immediately after 
the church service. Keep the date open 
and plan to enjoy a meal prepared and 
served by the men. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE DINNER 

The men of the congregation are in- 
vited to attend a dinner given by the 
Laymen’s League on Friday evening at 
T o’clock, April 18th. Mr. Carl B. Wether- 
ell, who for seven years was secretary 
for the Pacific Coast Conference of Uni- 
tarian churches, is being sent as a dele- 
gate from the Laymen’s League to the 
Triennial Conference in San Francisco, 
and will be the speaker on this occa- 
sion. Men from other churches in South- 
ern California are also invited, and it is 
hoped that a large group will be present 
to greet Mr. Wetherell and the out-of- 
town guests. 

The price of the dinner will be 75c 
and reservations should be made by Wed- 
nesday evening, April 16th. Please do 
not neglect to send in your name as it 
means a great deal to the one who is 
preparing the meal. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 

An interesting time is planned for 
Wednesday night, April 16, when H. L. 
Barlow, finger print expert of the police 
department, will give an illustrated lec- 
ture entitled “Finger Prints and Crime.” 
All who are interested in this work are 
invited to attend. Light refreshments 
are served at the close of the evening 
for which there is a charge of I5c. 


SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 

Some of our delegates who had 
planned to attend the Triennial Confer- 
ence of Pacific Coast Unitarian Churches 
to be held in San Francisco the 22nd to 
the 24th find that they are unable to go. 
It is hoped that others will be able to 


take their places. If you can attend 
please report at once to the church 
office as it is important that the San 
Francisco people be informed how many 
to expect. Those who have expressed 
their intention of going to date are: 
Miss Harriet Chapin, Mrs. Ella Wood- 
bury, Mrs. H. L. Burleson and Mr. and 
Mrs. E. W. Brewer. Mr. Backus also ex- 
pects to attend. 


CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 


One of the most important departments 
of the Carnival in May will be the de- 
partment of household articles. The 
committee, of which Mrs. E. E. Parle is 
chairman, is busy preparing all sorts of 
useful things for sale and solicits dona- 
tion of finished articles or money with 
which materials may be purchased. This 
group really represents the Social Ser- 
vice Department of the Alliance, and as 
such merits the fullest cooperation of 
all. 

Mrs. Parle’s address is 1349 S. Long- 
wood Avenue, and her telephone is 
WHitney 1013. She will be glad to hear 
from you in regard to a contribution to 
her table. . 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


At eleven o’clock, April 17th, the Com- 
mittee on International Work will meet. 
The subject will be “Hungary,” Lunch- 
eon is at 12:30, for which you are asked 
to make reservations. It will be followed 
by Mrs. Manchester’s “Book Talk.” 


THE GREAT IMMORTALS 

As the subject for his address Easter 
Sunday Mr. Backus has chosen “The 
Great Immortals and How They Attained 
Eternal Life.” The Easter celebration is 
always one of the happiest days in our 
church year and the Trustees hope that 
every member of our congregation who 
can possibly do so will be present on this 
occasion. At the conclusion of the ser- 
vice there will be a reception of new 
members, — 
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BEAUTY 
A thing of beauty is a joy for- 
ever; Its loveliness increases; it 
will never pass into nothingness. 


I have deliberately selected these lines 
of Keats as a text for our discourse on 
beauty, because from the point of view 
of the literalist nothing could be farther 
from the truth. The flower fades, the 
bloom of youth lasts but a few short 
years, and “every fair from fair some- 
times declines.” Far from being eternal 
every form of beauty is ephemeral, des- 
tined quickly to pass away. Yet the 
poet's description contains a substantial 
truth. It reminds us of the manner in 
which we cherish the memory of a beau- 
tiful thing long after it has fallen into 
dust; it speaks of the way in which our 
heedless humanity treasures the creations 
of its artists and preserves from genera- 
tion to generation a few lines drawn on 
a scrap of papr, or a melody sprung 
from the mind of some forgotten singer; 
it is an intimation of the truth that 
though the particular forms of beauty are 
ever passing away the quality of beauty 
is immortal like life itself, and is per- 
petually being incarnated anew to ravish 
our hearts. 

Often I have spoken of science and 
have insisted upon the importance of the 
scientific method in discovering the truth. 
I would not now abate one jot of the 
value which I have attached to this quest 
but would add to it my conviction that 
we have in our appreciation of the beau- 
tiful a method which supplements that 
of science in arriving at the truth. The 
analysis which science gives us of the 
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rainbow as product of the refraction of 
light in water is one sort of truth about 
it; the poetic myths which the splendor 
of that bow has inspired is a different 
and supplementary truth. The artist’s in- 
terpretation of the world, is in its way, 
as valid as the scientist’s. Beauty is one 
revelation of the character of the uni- 
verse. The ancient Greeks called the 
world “cosmos”, which, being interpreted, 
means beauty, or harmony. Emerson 
insists that God did not make some beau- 
tiful things but that “beauty created the 
world.” 

The quality of beauty is indeed one 
of the things which inspires our trust in 
the world in which we live. A contemp- 
orary American poet, Harry Kemp, con- 
templating the annual miracle of Spring, 
sings: 

Each flushed with triumph like 

a god, 
The wild flowers through the 
barren sod 

Their tinted cups up-thrust. 
And shall I fear to trust my days 
To Him whose magic can upraise 
Glory like this from dust? 

It needs not that we shall be unmind- 
ful of that other aspect of nature which 
William Blake portrays when contem- 
plating the fearful symetry of the tiger 
he asks: “Did He who made the lamb 
make you?” Despite the horror of cer- 
tain aspects of life the universal presence 
of beauty ministers to a deep-seated crav- 
ing of our spirits and makes us feel at 
home in the universe. Many a modern 
man for whom the traditional faiths have 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

Church School will meet as usual at 
ten o’clock. All the children of the par- 
ish are invited to attend these interesting 
meetings. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard begins this week a new 
series of lectures on Evolution. These 
talks will occupy the remaining Sundays 
of the church year. The subject of the 
first lecture will be “Energy, the Origin 
of Life.” 

The Study Class—i0 A. M. 

Dr. Robert Whittaker is to speak to 
the Study Class on “The London Con- 
ference—A Summary.” Dr. Whittaker is 
well informed on international affairs 
and is qualified to give a most interest- 
ing and instructive discussion. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Some time ago a theological question- 
naire was sent out to members of The 
Fellowship. On Sunday morning Ben 
Berg will summarize the replies which 
have been received. 

John McKinney, who has just returned 
from a trip to Honolulu as utility man 
on board a liner, will speak of his ex- 
periences in this connection. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
crumbled before the advance of knowl- 
edge has found in beauty the reassur- 
ance which he needs. 

Maude Royden tells of a social re- 
former who expressed to her the sense 
of relief which the contemplation of 


beauty afforded him. Because he was 
forever concerned with righting wrongs, 
because he was so keenly aware of the 
contrast betwen that which is and that 
which ought to be, he had times when 
the wole struggle seemed hopeless and 
futile. Then to look upon some lovely 
object served to remind him that all is 
not wrong in the world, that beauty 
exists; this refreshed him, restord to him 
a proper perspective and enabled him to 
take up afresh his endeavor to transform 
that which is into that which ought to be. 
Beauty fortified his courage but it was 
also a perpetual goad to him driving him 
on in the effort to bring it into being in 
his particular sphere of work. 


All of us have a native endowment of 
taste for the beautiful and yet the full 
value which lies within it belongs only 
to him who will take the trouble to 
think and to cultivate his appreciation. 
As Baudelaire maintains, the full grace of 
revelation comes only at the end of a 
long and thorny pilgrimage. We cannot 
expect to grasp the significance of the 
creations of the great artists unless we 
have gone through a training in some 
degree comparable to their own. The 
school in which we are to receive this 
training lies all about us. 


Walt Whitman insited that if Ameri- 
can democracy is to maintain its vigor 
it will have, Antaeus like, to keep its 
contact with the open fields, the moun- 
tains and the forests. Undoubtedly there 
is a certain wholesome vigor in the lives 
of men like John Burroughs and John 
Muir who have grown great in company 
with nature which is an essential ingre- 
dient in national health. For all of us 
who dwell in great cities the love and ap- 
preciation of nature is a needed correc- 
tive and will well repay the effort which 
is required to cultivate it. How splendid 
a thing it is for us to be able to say with 
Emerson: “I see the morning with emo- 
tions that an angel might share.” 


In our school we have the invaluable 
assistance of those in whom the love of 
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beauty is so intense that they are driven 
by an irresistible inner urge to become 
creators of new forms of beauty,—artists. 
They serve us not alorfe by bringing into 
being things of beauty which would not 
otherwise exist, but also by opening our 
eyes to beauties which we might not dis- 
cover but for them. The world about us 
becomes infinitely richer because they 
have disclosed to us colors where we 
had not seen them, because they have at- 
tuned our ears to hear harmony that had 
before escaped us, because they have 
quickened our sensitiveness to motion 
and form and outline. They are the 
ministers of the religion of beauty. 

“Grant me to become beautiful in the 
inner man.” Such was the prayer of Soc- 
rates. From that ancient day to our own 
men have felt that there is an intimate 
relation between goodness and beauty. 
We speak of the goed life in terms that 
are drawn from the realm of art; it must 
be harmonious, must impress us as love- 
ly or it is not good. In similar fashion 
we speak of the “beauty of wisdom”; 
“fairer is she than the sun and above 
ail the order of the stars.” This is our 
recognition of the kinship of truth with 
that which is beautiful and that which 
is good. Philosophers have insisted that 
the three are simply different aspects of 
the same thing. Certainly in the highest 
form in which they appear, namely in 
the life of a noble man or woman, they 
are united in a single harmonious whole. 
The greatest artists, the truest devotee of 
beauty, is he who bends all the energy 
of his being to the fulfillment of Socrates 
prayer: “Grant me to become beautiful 
in the inner man.” 


HOW HUMAN IS HUMANISM? 

Dr. Robert Whittaker, who is known 
to most of our congregation, takes issue 
with the humanists and has presented 
his opposition in articles which have ap- 
peared in the Christian Register and the 
Christian Century. True to his theory 
that he who knows only his own side 
knows little of that, Mr. Backus has in- 


vited Dr. Whittaker to speak on the above 
subject at the regular morning service, 
Sunday, April 27th. As a prelude to Dr. 
Whittaker’s address, Mr. Backus will give 
a brief report of the Unitarian Confer- 
ence in San Francisco which he is to at- 
tend April 22nd to 24th. 


EASTER OFFERING 

Once again we remind you that our 
Eastern Collection goes to the Unitarian 
work outside our own church; it is di- 
vided between the American Unitarian 
Association, the Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence, the Minister’s Pension Fund, and 
the Unitarian Church in Datk, Transyl- 
vania. Please use the special envelope 
with which you have been provided. The 
needs are great and can be met only 
through your generosity. 


THE EASTER MUSIC 

The full A Capella Choir from the 
University will give a program on Sun- 
day morning consisting of madrigals in 
English and traditional Easter music in 
Latin. Their first group will be given 
promptly at eleven o’clock and we urge 
that everyone be in their places at that 
time so that there need be no interrup- 
tions during the program. 

This special music has been 
possible through the generosity of mem- 
bers of the congregation. 


IN MEMORIAM 

Miss Harriet Dunn, a devoted member 
of the Los Angeles church for forty-five 
years, died on Saturday, April 12. Miss 
Dunn was identified with educational 
work here for many years, having been 
a teacher in the Normal School which 
later became the University of California 
at Los Angeles. 


DRAMART GOES TO HOLLYWOOD 

The cast of Lady Windemere’s Fan, the 
last production of the Dramart Work- 
shop, gave the play at the Play Shop in 
Hollywood three nights last week and it 
was most enthusiastically received. We 
expect another entertainment from this 
group before church closes for summer 
vacation, 


made 
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BRIDGE TEA 

A bridge-tea for the benefit of the pub- 
licity for the Carnival of Nations will be 
given on Thursday afternoon, April 24th. 
Mrs. Stella B. Wright will act as hostess. 

It has been some time since the women 
have enjoyed bridge here at the church, 
and it is hoped that this event will prove 
very attractive for all the women of the 
congregation and their friends. For 
those who do not care to play, sewing 
will be in order. Tickets are 50c. 


A REMINDER 

Don’t forget the “Mystery Dinner” to 
be given by the men on Sunday, April 
27th, immediately after church. 

Owing to the nature of the affair we 
are not permitted to reveal any of the 
plans, but we can say this much: the en- 
tertainment to be offered after dinner is 
distinctly unique. There will be NO 
SPEECHES. Reservations must all be in 
by Friday, April 25. Tickets will be on 
sale Sunday morning and at the church 
office all through the week. Price 50c. 

The men want to make as much profit 
as possible and are asking donations of 
the following supplies: potatoes, butter, 
cream, rolls, coffee, milk, eggs, carrots, 
beets, cabbages, ice box cookies. Bring 
your offerings to the church not later 
than Friday evening, April 25. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 
Bridge will be the diversion of the ev- 
ening, Wednesday, April 23. If you are 
interested in bridge played most inform- 
ally, you are invited to join this group. 
Light refreshments are served for which, 
there is a charge of 15c. 


CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 
Nothing appeals to buyers at a bazaar 
quite as much as candy. This attractive 
department is going to have a prominent 
place in the booths at The Carnival of 
Nations, May 16 and 17. Mrs. Alfred 
Benshimol is chairman of this table, and 


announces that all sorts of sweets will be 
available, home made candies, bon-bons, 
pop-corn balls, and everything else that 
you can’t resist. 

Call Mrs. Benshimol at Santa Monica 
28186, or write her at 151 S. Anita Ave- 
nue, Los Angeles, and tell her what con- 
tribution you will make to her table. 


FELLOWSHIP PARTY 

On Saturday evening, April 26th, Don- 
ald Benshimol will be host to The Fellow- 
ship at his home, 151 S. Anita Avenue, 
Brentwood Heights. The easiest route to 
Anita Avenue is out Wilshire to the Sol- 
diers Home at Sawtelle, then right on 
San Vincente about one mile, then right 
on Anita. R. S. V. P. 


YOU SHOULD READ 

The Christian Register for this week. 
It contains a statement by the Trustees 
of The Christian Register, “We Are De- 
voted to the Principles of our Fellow- 
ship.” This statement was prepared for 
the Boston papers in answer to a rumor 
to the effect that a split is about to oc- 
cur in the denomination. 

The Christian Register is on sale every 
Sunday morning at the literature table. 
Price ten cents. 


A WORD OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The imprint which you now find on 
the front of the service book in use in 
our church is through the generosity of 
Mr. Frank Lane. It is of great value to 
the members of the congregation, and we 
take this opportunity of expressing our 
gratitude. 


THE TELESCOPE 

Since there are no evening lectures at 
present Mr. Wade will increase the time 
in the observatory each Sunday evening, 
and visitors will be welcome between 
7:30 and 9 o’clock. This added time af- 
fords greater satisfaction to those who 
are really interested in studying the 
stars. 
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THE GREAT IMMORTALS 

On this refulgent Easter morning when 
all nature sings her resurrection hymn, 
I, too, want to lift my voice to proclaim 
my faith in life, particularly that life 
which pulses and throbs in the human 
breast. Contrary to the theories of the 
pessimists who announce that civilization 
is declining, I believe that the long his- 
tory of mankind is the story of a pilgri- 
mage from lower to higher; I believe that 
there has been progress from ignorance 
to knowledge, from impotence to power, 
from poverty to richness of life; I believe 
that the urgent sap in life’s great tree 
is pressing upward and that in the world’s 
great morrows it will blossom in flowers 
of broadest petals and deepest glow. 

This faith is not born of shutting my 
eyes to contrary facts; keenly am I 
aware of the operation of those forces 
in human life which are forever defeating 
our progress and dooming us to long 
continued evil. Mine is no easy opti- 
mism which assumes that we are under 
the guidance of superhuman wisdom 
which shall inevitably lead us on to 
higher things. I know that every step 
in our victory must be wrung out of the 
agony and toil of mankind; I know that 
ever and again our resources will prove 
inadequate to the task and we shall lose 
some hardly won gain and have to con- 
quer it anew. But I know also the great 
courage of the human heart, the great 
purpose, half conscious and half unrecog- 
nized, of the human mind to slough off 
the bad and increase the good. I know 
that under the promptings of these inner 
forces our humanity has already come a 


long way and I am confident that im- 
pelled by the same powers it will move 
on at an accelerated pace in the future. 

Consider with me for a moment one of 
facts which bears out my contention. In 
a recent issue of The Nation there ap- 
peared an article entitled, “Who Reads 
The Classics Now?” The author had 
made an investigation to find out to 
what extent the older books are being 
read today; he secured his figures from 
publishers and libraries. They revealed 
the fact that many of the old books en- 
joy a popularity almost, if not quite, 
equal to that of the best sellers of to- 
day. And what are these older books? 
By and large they were the best products 
of their time, representing the truest in- 
sight and the finest art of expression. It 
is true that some rubbish lives to enjoy 
a ripe old age, but the definite tendency 
of human judgment is to sift out the 
trash and preserve the good. So we will 
find people buying and reading the plays 
of Euripides, the dialogues of Plato; the 
libraries have to supply numerous copies 
of Cervante’s Don Quixote and Shakes- 
peare. Voltaire’s Candide, Emerson’s 
Essays, the works of Darwin, Spencer 
and Huxley continued to be in demand. 
The very existence of that body of liter- 
ature which we call “classic” speaks elo- 
quently of the human determination to 
build the best into its life and eliminate 
the base. 

The same is true of the judgment 
which humanity passes on the men and 
women of history. Draw up a list of 
those children of earth who are perma- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning with an assembly’ of all the 
children for a brief program of music 
and discussion. Later they go to their 
respective classes where they follow their 
outlined work. All the children of the 
parish are invited to attend these inter- 
esting meetings. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard will give the second of his 

lectures in the series on Evolution. 
The Study Class—10 A. M. 

The Study Class will again have the 
privilege of hearing Dr. Robert Whitta- 
ker on a timely subject. He will speak 
on “India and World and World Prog- 
ress.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. S. G. Pandit, a Hindu scholar and 
lecturer, will address The Fellowship on 
the subject “The Present Situation in In- 
dia.” In view of the fact that Gandhi and 
his followers have openly rebelled against 
British authority, this address should be 
one of great interest. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
nently enshrined in the affections of man- 
kind and you will find that without ex- 
ception they represent the highest quality. 
By a sound instinct we confer the gift 
of immortality only on those who best 
promote the interests of the race. To be 


sure the names of some who have been 
great in their selfishness and their pow- 
ers of destruction have been preserved, 
but for the most part they are remem- 
bered only to stand condemned in the 
eyes of the world. 

A few years ago, Mr. H. G. Wells was 
asked, shortly after he had published his 
Outline of History, if he would name the 
six persons whom he regarded as the 
greatest in all history. There is, of 
course, nothing authoritative about his 
list; it simply represents the opinion of 
one man, and other scholars might give 
a very different list. But it will serve 
our purpose as well as any other. 

As you contemplate the names Mr. 
Wells proposes as the Great Immortals, 
Jesus and Buddha the prophets of the re- 
ligion of brotherly love and righteous- 
ness, Aristotle and Bacon the prophets 
of the religion of truth; Asoka and Lin- 
coln the examples of the humanitarian 
spirit in high places of authority—does 
not your heart within you throb with 
pride and enthusiasm that there is such 
quality in human life and that our com- 
mon nature responds to its challenge so 
that it is men of this order that we 
cherish above all oth:srs? Emerson has 
said that the majority of men worry 
themselves with selfish concerns into 
nameless graves, but that a few “forget 
themselves into immortality.” But there 
is enough kinship between even the most 
petty of us and these great ones so that 
we do, in our better moments, long to be 
like them and serve the great causes of 
human life. 

Ah, what a mighty power there is in 
the soul of man if once it can get com- 
paratively free from the ordinary de- 
sires and ambitions with which men con- 
cern themselves, and, master within it- 
self, devote its energy to truth and hu- 
manity. Then it is, “I will not say un- 
conquerable, but one of the most formi- 
dable fighting forces on this earth.” Then 
persecution, the rack, the dungeon, death 
may struggle with it in vain. It lives on 
as a vital force in the cause with which 


(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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it has identified itself, and generations of 
men feed on its strength. What immor- 
tality is that! 

There is a way whereby any man can 
perpetuate his life in the expanding life 
of mankind. 
give ourselves to those things which are 
wholesome and pure, high and noble in 
human existence, in that measure we are 
becoming a permanent part of the un- 
dying life of humanity. In whatever 
measure we give ourselves to selfish pur- 
poses, to evil and destruction, in that 
measure we make sure that humanity 
will eventually cast us and all our influ- 
ences out of its life. Again I announce 
my conviction that the organized life of 
mankind is on the whole good, its under- 
lying motive is the health of the world. 

“If justice lives, I live! If truth lives, 
I live!” Thus cries the sage and he is 
profoundly right. Oh men and women, 
let this Easter day be to us a resurrec- 
tion morn for that spirit within our 
hearts which bids us brush aside all the 
temptations which keep us low and fling 
ourselves into some cause which, even 
though it be humble, is yet radiant with 
the great light of Nat city of God which 
is being builded by the children of men. 
So shall we becomé worthy companions 
of the Great Immortals and share with 
them the gift of life beyond life. 

E? Burpettre Backus. 


In whatever measure we 


ALLIANCE NOTES 

The birthday luncheon comes on May 
Ist—May Day. All who have birthdays 
in May are invited to sit at the birthday 
table. There will be a luncheon speaker 
and at two o’clock the regular monthly 
business meeting will be held. 

Please do not become careless about 
making your reservation for the lunch. 
All reservations should be in by Tuesday 
evening. It makes things much easier if 
the person who is preparing lunch knows 
a day before how many to expect. 


THAT “MYSTERY DINNER” 
Only a few more days to wait for that 


event of events—the “Mystery Dinner”— 
planned, prepared, and served by the 
men. The program which follows is also 
given entirely by men. 

The dinner will be served immediately 
after church on Sunday, April 27th. The 
price is fifty cents, and your reservations 
should be in by Friday night, April 25th. 
Please telephone the church office at 
once, DUnkirk 4683, and say how many 
places you will need. 

The proceeds of this dinner will be 
used to buy supplies for the men’s table 
at the Carnival of Nations, and so they 
are anxious to make the affair as profi- 
table as possible and ask for donations of 
the following things: butter, cream, rolls, 
potatoes, coffee, milk, carrots, beets, 
cabbages, ice box cookies. These should 
be promised by telephone or delivered 
at the church before Friday evening. 


COMMUNICATION FROM MRS. 
ATHERTON 
Mrs. Caroline Atherton, formerly pres- 
ident of the General Alliance, who has 
been spending the winter in San Diego, 
writes to Mr. Backus as follows: “Your 
article in The Christian Register of re- 
cent date appealed to me so strongly 
that I have written home about it, urg- 
ing people to read it. Humanism is mis- 
understood and is hurt by some of its ad- 
vocates. Your article is so sane and con- 
vincing and your sincerity and earnest- 
ness are so manifest throughout, that I 
propose to keep it with me for constant 
reference, for many are the questions 
that will be asked when I return to 
Boston.”.§ ————_—_————_— 
OURS IS A FAITH 
Taught by no priest, but by our beating 
hearts: 
Faith to each other; the fidelity 
Of men whose pulse leaps with kindred 
fire, 
Who in the flash of eyes, the clasp of 
hands, 
Nay, in the silent bodily presence, feel 
The mystic stirrings of a common life 
That makes the many one. 
—Georce Exior. 
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THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 


The experiment of having the Christian 
Register on sale at the Literary Table on 
Sunday morning has proved so success- 
ful that it will probably be necessary to 
carry a much larger supply than was first 
ordered. 

The current issue carries 
sermon by Palfrey Perkins, minister of 
the Unitarian Church at Buffalo, New 
York; “What Easter Means to Me” by 
Frederick M. Eliot, minister at St. Paul; 
“Hope That is Grounded in Reality” by 
Raymond Bragg, Secretary of the West- 
many interesting de- 


an Easter 


ern Conference; 
nominational news well as 
book reviews. It’s worth the price— 


10 cents. 


items, as 


THE CHRISTENING SERVICE 


_ The three children who were chris- 
tened on Easter were Mildred Catherine 
Griffin, Anne Andrews, and Milena Edith 
Petrovitch-Niegosch. 

Mr. Backus plans to have a similar 
service on the last Sunday in June, and 
parents who are interested in bringing 
their children at that time are requested 
to communicate with the church office. 


SPECIAL COLLECTION 


The amount of money sent in through 
the envelopes provided for the Kaster 
collection for the work of the A. U. A. 
was only $244.00. This is not sufficient 
to meet our obligations to the denomina- 
tional agencies, and if you have not sent 
in the envelope which you received from 
Boston, please do so at once that we 
may make our contributions to these im- 
portant organizations. 


NEW MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 


Owing to the demands of his work, 
Mr. A. E. Briggs has found it necessary 
to resign from the Board of Trustees. 
Mr. Frank L. Lane has been appointed to 
fill the vacancy. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


On Wednesday, April 30th, Mrs. E. E. 
Parle, chairman of the Household Table 
for the Carnival of Nations, will give a 
bridge luncheon at her home, 1349 S. 
Longwood Avenue, for the benefit of her 
committee funds. She can accommodate 
a limited number so if you wish to at- 
tend please telephone Mrs. Parle, WHit- 
ney 1013, and reserve your place. Price 
50 cents. 

Mrs. O. B. Manchester, who is so popu- 
lar with the women of the Alliance 
through her “Book Talks,” has gracious- 
ly offered to give an afternoon’s enter- 
tainment for the benefit of the Carnival 
fund. This entertainment will be pre- 
ceded by a luncheon, for which you are 
asked to make reservations. The date is 
May 6th—and the price is 75c. Further 
announcements will be found in next 
week’s Unitarian. 


FOOD TABLE FOR CARNIVAL 

A church fair is never complete with- 
out a generous supply of prepared food 
available. Mrs. S. D. Alrich, who is 
chairman of this department announces 
that purchasers will be able to provide 
themselves with all sorts of good things 
for home consumption. 

Mrs. Alrich will be glad to hear from 
any who will cook or bake for this table. 
The sale will be open two days, and it 
is planned to have fresh supplies each 
day. Mrs. Alrich’s telephone number is 
YOrk 3783. 


EVENING LECTURES 
The Laymen’s League has arranged for 
a series of evening lectures by Dr. Robert 
Whittaker, to begin Sunday evening, May 
4th. These addresses will be historical 
sketches, detailed account of which will 
be given in next week’s calendar. 


MAHATMI GANDHI 
On Sunday, May 4th, Mr. Backus will 
tell the story of the life of Gandhi, who 
is leading the revolt against England in 
India. 
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HOW HUMAN IS HUMANISM? 

Mr. Robert Whitaker, whose address is 
here reported, was formerly a Baptist 
minister and is now doing independent 
work in the interpretation of social pro- 
cesses. 


Humanism has had a long and honor- 
able history. Its roots go deep down into 
the past; indeed it is from the humanis- 
tic root that the flower of Theism has 
drawn its nourishment. This is the sig- 
nificance of the familiar lines in Whit- 
tier’s “Eternal Goodness.” 

But nothing can be good in Him 
Which evil is in me. 

Unitarianism particularly has been hu- 
manistic from its early exponent, Serve- 
tus, down to Channing and Parker. It 
has been humanistic not in its denial of 
God, for that issue has not been raised 
in the past, but in its emphasis on man. 
In contrast with the supernaturalism of 
the other religions this trend in Unitar- 
ianism has been very marked. 

But Unitarianism has made very little 
impression on the masses of the world. 
It has been individualistic, academic, 
aristocratic and the consequence has been 
that its influence has been relatively 
small. If in its new phase it is to have 
any more power than in the past it will 
have to put aside these limitations and 
adopt the new view of history which in- 
forms us that the important forces which 
shape human life are those which spring 
from humanity at large, that they are 
social rather than individual. The thing 
that lies before humanism today is the 


opportunity to lead in this new inter- 
pretation of human life. 

It is much easier to lead people out of 
theological bondage than to open their 
eyes to a true concept of social history. 
The speaker had charge of a Community 
Church at Los Gatos, Calif. He found it 
a relatively simple matter to lead the con- 
gregation to a position of theological lib- 
eralism, but impossible to get them to ac- 
cept the social interpretation of history. 
They were wedded to their individual- 
ism; they felt that their own interests 
were bound up with it. 
convinced the speaker that it is impossi- 
ble for an institution to be radical and 
live prosperously in a conservative com- 
munity. 
death. 

The task of the Humanist movement is 
something which goes deeper than a 
radical criticism of things as they exist 
today. It must not be forced into a nega- 
tive position. Its task is rather to be- 
come the interpreter of the social pro- 
cesses to the ruling classes. It must point 
out to the busy men at the head of our 
industrial order, who have no time for 
reflection, how this order has come to 
be, and how it must invariably pass into 
something different. It must reconcile 
the owning classes to what is going to 
happen to them. 

This is an exceedingly important task, 
for if it is well done, if those who are in 
positions of authority can come to a 
genuine understanding of social processes 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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from 4 to 6 p. m. 
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Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock with an assembly 
of all the children for a brief program of 
music and discussion. Work in class 
groups is later taken up. All the chil- 
dren of the parish are invited to attend. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The third lecture in Dr. Buliard’s ser- 
ies on Evolution will be “The Evolution 
of Man.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Louis H. Kepsel, former Headuias- 
ter of Calcutta College, India, will speak 
on the Educational System in India. All 
of these talks concerning India are of 
much interest at present. The Study Class 
tries to present speakers who can give 
first-hand information of current topics. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Prof. Arthur E. Briggs, ever a popular 
speaker with the young people, will talk 
on “The Evils of Ideals”: a de-bunking 
discussion. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
so that they are ready to assist in the 
evolution that is taking place, it will 
mean that the change will come about 
without violence. If, on the other hand, 
they stand adamant against the inexor- 


able social processes the only result can 
be collision and revolution with the re- 
sult of terrific loss to human life, The 
march of the social processes will not be 
stayed; it is implicit in our inventions, 
in the very material basis of our civili- 
zation. The question which confronts us 
is whether or not that process is to be 
one of orderly evolution or of violent 
revolution. The Humanist, if he is truly 
human, will enlist his power on the side 
of peaceful progress. 

The most effective way in which to 
contribute to the theological progress of 
humanity is by aiding the social trans- 
formation that is now taking place. The 
power of orthodoxy has been broken not 
by intellectual processes, but by the ad- 
vent of material inventions, the automo- 
bile, the radio, the moving pictures. We 
shall slough off McPhersonism and Shu- 
lerism only when we get the kind of so- 
ciety which does not of itself breed such 
forms of religion. The humanist can 
best serve the cause in which he pro- 
fesses to believe by becoming the inter- 
preter of the new social order. 

E. Burpetre Backus. 


“MYSTERY” DINNER” A SUCCESS 


Those who enjoyed the dinner and en- 
tertainment given by the men last Sun- 
day are generous in their praise of both. 
A hundred and fifty people were fed, 
and the serving was most satisfactorily 
done by the Boy Scouts. The troop later 
gave a demonstration of first aid and knot 
tying, and proved themselves capable of 
meeting any situation. 

It was evident that we have had in our 
midst hitherto undiscovered histrionic 
talent. The presentation of a sketch from 
Midsummer Night’s Dream was cleverly 
done and enthusiastically received. 

Mr. G. W. Leo, chairman of the com- 
mittee, and his assistants deserve a great 
deal of credit in putting on this thor- 
oughly enjoyable affair, and through 
their untiring efforts a neat sum was 
added to the funds for the men’s table 
for the Carnival of Nations. ——— 
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A YEAR’S LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR 
MR. BACKUS 


Early in February Mr. Backus sent to 
the Board of Trustees his resignation, 
feeling that it was necessary for him to 
withdraw from the work since his health 
did not permit him to fully discharge 
the duties which go with the position. 
The Board, being reluctant to accept the 
resignation, decided that if Mr. Backus 
would entertain the idea of a year’s leave 
of absence, that would solve the problem 
satisfactorily for all. Mr. Backus wel- 
comed the plan, and because of the im- 
portance of the proposition it was de- 
cided to call a meeting of the members 
to vote upon it. 

That meeting was held on Monday ev- 
ening, April 28th, at which time the reso- 
lution as recommended by the Board of 
Trustees was voted upon favorably, and 
Mr. Backus is thereby granted a year’s 
leave of absence, to return to the pulpit 
in September, 1931. It is planned to em- 
ploy a permanent supply for the period 
that Mr. Backus is away. 

At the close of the meeting the follow- 
ing resolution was offered and unani- 
mously adopted. 

WHEREAS the First Unitarian Church 
of Los Angeles has grown under the lead- 
ership of Mr. E. Burdette Backus from a 
very small congregation, housed in poor 
and inadequate quarters, to a congrega- 
tion of 560 members, housed in a build- 
ing which contains every modern con- 
venience combined with architectural 
beauty and art, and 

WHEREAS Mr. E. Burdette Backus 
through his unfailing devotion to the 
highest principles, the truth as it was 
given to him to see it, has led us all to 
a better understanding and apreciation 
of “The Good Life”, and, 

WHEREAS his unceasing toil and un- 
remitting labors have caused a break- 
down of his health, and a vacation of 
one year having been duly granted him 
in which to recuperate, freed from all 
ministerial worry and care, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RE- 
SOLVED: That we, the members of the 


First Unitarian Church of Los Angeles 
hereby express to our honored and be- 
loved minister, E. Burdette Backus, our 
deep, sincere and heartfelt appreciation 
for all the good and noble work he has 
so unselfishly performed: 

That we hereby thank him for all that 
he has accomplished for us; for the light 
that he as shed upon our respective 
paths; for always having given us a new 
and high ideal for every false be- 
lief destroyed; for never destroying with- 
out leaving something better and higher 
in its place; and that we look forward 
with keen anticipation to his return. And 
be it further 

RESOLVED: That this resolution be 
spread upon the minutes of this meeting, 
a copy presented to Mr. Backus and an- 
other copy be published in the Los An- 
geles Unitarian. 

MR. WHITAKER TO LECTURE 

Mr. Robert Whitaker begins on Sun- 
day evening, May 4, a series of lectures 
under the auspices of the Laymen’s 
League. This series is a definite step 
forward in the program of increased 
community service which our new church 
plant makes possible. 

Mr. Whitaker bas just completed a 
successful series of lectures in the Uni- 
tarian Church in Long Beach. He is a 
platform speaker of rare charm whose 
large following in Southern California 
will welcome this further opportunity to 
hear him. A forum will follow each ad- 


dress. Invite your friends to attend these 
lectures. An outline of the course fol- 
lows. 


The Story of Man. 
in Human History. 


An outline Study 


1. The Prehistoric Ages—May 4. 

2. The Early Civilizations—May 11. 

3. The Rise of Modern Europe—May 
18. 

4. The Making of America—May 25. 

5. America and Modern Asia—June 1. 

An organ recital will precede each lec- 
ture. This Sunday evening Mrs. Alice 
Hoffman, organist at Vincent Methodist 
Church, will play. 
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THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 


The current issue of the Register car- 
ries its usual interesting articles. We are 
anxious that the members of the congre- 
gation become acquainted with this de- 
nominational paper and suggest that you 
buy a copy at the Literature Table on 
Sunday morning. The price is ten cents. 
Or Mrs. Anderson will take your sub- 
scription. 


THE FUNCTION OF THE UNITAR- 
IAN CHURCH 


What do we, as a church, exist to do? 
Our understanding of religion is com- 
pletely at variance with that of the tra- 
ditional churches and calls for an entire- 
ly new conception of our function. In 
the address of Sunday, May llth, Mr. 
Backus will present his answer to this 
question, and will include a discussion 
of the suggestions advanced by Mr. Whit- 
aker in the address reported in this is- 
sue. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers last Sunday morning com- 


memorated the birth anniversary of Ed- 
win F. Bradford. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held on Mon- 
day evening, May 5th, at seven o’clock in 
the church office. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The program of music presented by 
the full A Capella Choir from the Uni- 
versity on Easter Sunday was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the entire congregation. The 
privilege of having the entire group of 
young people was made possible through 
the generosity of Mr. H. B. Brackett, 
Mrs. Ella Stimson, Mrs. S. M. Otis, Mrs. 
Louis Kern, Mrs. R. C. Gillis, Mrs. Lillie 
McCusker, Mrs. A. V. Andrews, Mr. D. 
C. Ross, J. S. Severance, and Mrs. E. W. 
Brewer. 


THE CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 

All interest centers in the Carnival of 
Nations which is to be held on May 16 
and 17, only a little over two weeks away. 
We have not time to devote undivided 
attention to all of the things which have 
not been mentioned in previous calen- 
dars; but here are some of the other 
tables which should have your considera- 
tion. 

The Garden Table, for which plants 
and flowers are solicited by Mrs. E. B. 
Backus, who is acting chairman in the 
absence of Mrs. Gillis. Her telephone is 
ROchester 0209. 


* * * 

The Book Table, for which you are 
asked to bring salable books and maga- 
zines. Mrs. J. P. Hunt is chairman. EX- 
position 2603. 


* * * 

The Men’s Table, at which groceries 
and package goods will be sold. Why 
not hold up your grocery order until the 
16th or 17th and patronize this depart- 
ment? Mr. G. W. Leo is chairman and 
his telephone is PLeasant 5104, 


* * * 

The White Elephant Table, where you 
can get rid of the things which might be 
useful to someone, but which you are 
anxious to dispose of. Call Mrs. Snow, 
MOrningside 14545. 

* 


* s 

The Refreshment Table, managed by 
The Fellowship, will serve sundaes and 
lemonade. They ask for donations of 
fruit juices, lemon, pineapple, strawberry, 
and for chocolate sauce. Mrs. Backus is 
chairman of this committee, with Eliza- 


beth Eckerson as her assistant. 
* * * 


The Camp Fire Girls will conduct a 
table for miscellaneous articles. Perhaps 
you can find here the very thing for 
which you have looked in vain else- 
where. Mrs. E. L. Bruner is chairman, 
and her telephone is MOrningside 19665. 


Next week we will devote all the space 
to a description of the entertainment to’ 
be offered on the two nights of the Car- 
nival. You will certainly be interested 
in what is planned. = 
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MAHATMA GANDHI 

No other figure of modern times has 
captured the imagination of the world to 
the same extent as Mohandas Gandhi, 
leader of India in its rebellion against 
England. In his own country he is 
known, despite his protest, as “Mahatma” 
which means “Great Soul” and is the 
term sometimes applied to Supreme Be- 
ing. The respect which he inspires is 
not confined to his fellow-countrymen 
but extends also to the British officials 
of India. Recently, when he was brought 
into court to answer some charge all of 
the officers rose out of respect to him. 
In all lands he commands the admira- 
tion of idealists by the loftiness of his 
character. It is a curious commentary 
on our civilization that this man of gen- 
uine moral granduer should now languish 
in jail. 

A few years ago his autobiography 
was published in “Unity,” a magazine 
edited by Mr. John Haynes Holmes. It 
is a very interesting and moving human 
document. The title which it bears is 
significant; it is called, “My Experiments 
with Truth.” Mr. Gandhi’s outstanding 
characteristic is what has been described 
as a “scorching sincerity.” He has dedi- 
cated himself to truth. It is his God. 
He says: “Experience has convinced me 
that there is no God but Truth.” “Truth,” 
he further states, “is to be learned only 
by experience and experiment.” His 
whole life has been a demonstration of 
his loyalty to this conviction. He has 
experimented, fearlessly and widely, in 


his effort to arrive at truth. The account 
which he gives of his experiments 
abounds in illuminating sentences. For 
example, in speaking of the religion of 
human service, which he has adopted as 
his own, he remarks that “service which 
is rendered without joy is of no profit 
either to the servant or the served.” In 
speaking of his efforts on behalf of In- 
dia he says: “My patriotism is subserv- 
ient to my religion.” 
manity in serving India. 


He is serving hu- 


Mr. Gandhi was born sixty-one years 
ago in north western India. He received 
a good education in the native schools 
and then went to the University of Lon- 
don to continue his training as a lawyer. 
Shortly after his return to India he was 
invited to go to South Africa on an im- 
portant law suit. While there he dis- 
covered that the 150,000 of his fellow- 
countrymen who were living in that re- 
gion were the victims of cruel exploita- 
tion and discrimination. They were 
looked down upon by the white rulers, 
despoiled of their legal rights, persecu- 
ted, and many of them held in a con- 
dition that bordered on slavery. Giving 
up a law practice that was bringing him 
about $30,000.00 a year he espoused their 
cause and carried it on for a period of 
twenty years until he emerged as victor. 

It was during this struggle that he 
evolved the weapon of “non-violent non- 
cooperation” which has been made fam- 
ous by his application of it in more re- 
cent years to the Indian situation. The 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
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Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
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Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o'clock with an assembly 
of all the children for a brief program 
of music and discussion. Work in class 
groups is later taken up. All the children 
of the parish are invited to attend. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture, 
the third in a series on Evolution, will 
be “The Evolution of Language.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

The Study Class is again to hear Dr. 
Louis H. Kepsel, former Headmaster of 
Caleutta College. He will speak on “The 
Foundations of Christianity and all Sim- 
ilar Religions.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Prof. E. A. Lundkvist of the Extension 
Division of the University of California 
will speak. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
negative phrases used to describe his 
method of procedure are apt to mislead 
us. In Mr. Gandhi’s interpretation it is 
not a passive method, but a very active 
employment calls “Soul 
Force.” He goes on the assumption that 
his opponents are just as sincere in their 
position as he is in his. There is a dif- 
ference of judgment between them and 
he will seek to win them over to his po- 
sition not by fighting them with material 


of what he 


” 


force, not by indulging in hatred, but by 
continued good will to them which seeks 
their well-being, but refuses to cooperate 
with them in what he believes to be a 
wrong. 

This strategy, which Mr. Gandhi pro- 
fesses to have derived from the New Tes- 
tament, is not a mere pose on his part. 
Time and again during his struggle in 
South Africa, when the British govern- 
ment was in a critical situation, he called 
off the strike and led his followers to 
the assistance of their opponents. Dur- 
ing the Boer war he organized a Red 
Cross unit among the Hindus and it 
served with in the British 
army; when there was a Zulu uprising 
he again came to the assistance of the 
British; and later, when a railroad strike 
tied up the country and gave him an 
unparalleled opportunity he refused to 
exploit it and on the contrary came to 
the assistance of the government. The 
result was that after twenty years his 
battle was won. General Smuts, who 
had been his opponent, was won over to 
his side and an Imperial Commission 
justified Mr. Gandhi at almost every 
point. 

In 1913 he returned to India to make 
a study of conditions at home and to de- 
termine how he could best aid the cause 
of his country. When the war broke out 
he declared himself loyal to England and 
was active in recruiting troops for the 
Allied armies. At this period he be- 
lieved that the British rule was on the 
whole good for India and he trusted the 
promises that were made during the war 
time as to the correction of abuses that 
should be made when peace came. But 
these promises have not been fulfilled 
and he at length became convinced that 
it was only by securing her independence 
that India could expect to better her con- 
dition. The method which he proposes 
to employ to secure this end is the same 
exercise of “Soul Force” on which he 
relied in South Africa. He calls himself 
a “practical idealist” and is thoroughly 
persuaded that the plan he has adopted 


(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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is the only effective one that India can 
use. Romain Rolland says of the manner 
in which Mr. Gandhi has carried on his 
campaign that it is one of the brightest 
pages in the history of humanity’s spir- 
itual progress. 

During the years that he has been back 
in India, Mr. Gandhi has been indefa- 
tigable in his labors to improve social 
conditions. His effort in behalf of the 
“Untouchables” is in itself enough to 
win his immortality. He has made the 
cause of these millions, who are the vic- 
tims of an ancient religious prejudice 
which places them outside of the pale of 
society, his own. He early accepted a 
family of untouchables as a member of 
his colony and has more recently adopted 
an untouchable orphan girl into his own 
family. In similar fashion he has worked 
for the elevation of woman to a status 
where she is equal with man; has sought 
to abolish the child marriages that have 
been a disgrace to India; has fought the 
aleohol and drug traffic; has accom- 
plished marvels in reconciling the hos- 
tile Hindu-Moslem elements of the popu- 
lation; has labored to bring back eco- 
nomic prosperity to the thousands of 
villages that for years have been in ab- 
ject poverty; has endeavored to establish 
a system of Indian education which 
should build a new humanity. His avow- 
al of the religion of service has been no 
matter of lip homage; he has preached 
nothing, the truth of which, he has not 
experienced in his own practice. 

We may not agree with all of Mr. 
Gandhi’s ideas; we may regard him as in 
some respects a fanatic. But we cannot 
escape the conviction that here is one 
of the noblest souls of modern time, if 
not of all history. The source of his 
power in India lies in the fact that he is 
the embodiment of the genius of his 
people. It is inconceivable that he could 
exert a similar influence in western lands. 
Yet in the integrity of his life, the pur- 
ity of his motives, the high degree of self 
mastery which he has attained, the gen- 
uine love of humanity which leads him to 


identify himself with the cause of the 
lowliest, he stands as a perpetual rebuke 
to all that is base in the world and as a 
constant challenge to the highest im- 
pulses of our common humanity. 

E. Burperre Backus. 


“THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GOD” 
This startling title of a new book pro- 
vides the subject on which Mr. Backus 
will speak Sunday, May 18th. Some mem- 
bers of the congregation had the idea 
that the year’s leave of absence which 
has been granted Mr. Backus was to be- 
gin at once. 
continue in the pulpit until the vacation 
period. oe Be Eo ALERT 
ALLIANCE NOTES 
Owing to the many activities connected 


This is a mistake; he will 


with the Carnival there will be no lunch- 
eon on May 15th. Those who come to 
sew or to attend the meeting of the Com- 
mittee of International Work are asked 
to bring box lunch. The subject for dis- 
cussion in the International Committee 
will be “America.” Mrs. Manchester will 
give a “Book Talk” at 2 o’clock. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 
The flowers for May Ilth are in mem- 


ory of Ursula Williams. 


FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 
Monday, May 12th, is the 110th anni- 
versary of the birth of Florence Night- 
ingale, the founder of modern nursing. 
She came from a Unitarian family of 
England, and her life affords a splendid 
example of that religion of service and 

character which we exist to foster. 


EVENING LECTURES 

On last Sunday evening Mr. Robert 
Whitaker began a series of Sunday even- 
ing lectures under the auspices of the 
Laymen’s League. The series is under 
the general heading of “The Story of 
Man,” and in his second lecture on Sun- 
day evening, May 11th, he will speak on 
“The Early Civilizations.” The lecture 
will be preceded by an organ recital at 
7:30 by Mrs. Alice Hoffman, 
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YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE!! 

One more week until the big event of 
the year, “The Carnival of Nations.” We 
offer a schedule of events during the two 
days of the carnival so that you may plan 
your time to be present as much as possi- 
ble. The committee in charge earnestly 
solicits your patronage and urges you to 
bring all your friends so that they may 
also have the opportunity of purchasing 
attractive and useful articles and the 
privilege of enjoying the entertainments 
offered. 


Friday, May 16 

2 P. M.—Carnival opens with sales in 
all departments. 

5 to 8 P. M.—Dinner will be served. 
Price 50c. 

Dinner will be followed with a bridge 
party with Mrs. F. A. Rowe in charge. 
Assisting her will be Mrs. Stella B. 
Wright, Mrs. Louis Kern, Mrs. O. H. 
Robinson, Dr. Abby Fox Rooney, and 
Mrs. J. H. Faulk. During the evening 
Miss Leone Le Doux, a motion picture 
actress and well-known soloist, will give 
a group of Spanish songs in costume. 
Other diversions are planned and the 
evening promises to be a most enjoyable 
one. Tickets to this party are 50c. 


Saturday, May 17 

11 A. M.—Sales continue. 

11:30 to 1:30—Buffet lunch—price 50c. 

5 P. M.—Children’s program. 

5 to 8 P. M.—Dinner will again be 
served. Price 50c. 

8 P. M.—In the auditorium an elab- 
orate pageant will be staged—‘The Car- 
nival of Nations.” General admission is 
50c. Seats in the first eight rows may 
be reserved for 25e additional. 

We are pleased to announce that Miss 
Cornelia Niles, a co-star with her sister 
Doris in the Niles Ballet, is to be fea- 
tured in this pageant. Miss Niles is a 
grand-daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Niles Pease, of this city, who were both 
members of this church. She has very 
graciously offered her services for this 
affair. 

Raymond McFeeters, well-known solo- 


ist and accompanist, who has assisted 
many of the notable artists in the concert 
field of America and Europe, will lend 
his artistry in assisting Miss Niles, during 
her dance offerings. 

The young people who sing for us 
each Sunday morning have also offered 
to assist, and will be heard in English 
ballads and a French wedding scene, all 
in costume. . 

In addition to these attractions there 
will be a May Pole Dance, Russian Bal- 
let, Chinese Fantasy, Spanish Bull Fight, 
and Indian War Dance. 

No pains have been spared to make 
this entertainment a really big event, and 
it is hoped that you will give it much 
publicity among your friends. Please 
purchase your tickets before that evening 
if possible. 

Bulletins giving a complete program 
of the carnival will be available in the 
vestibule on Sunday morning. 
Please provide yourself with a number of 
copies to distribute where they will do 
the most good. , 

Will all those having tickets for sale 
for the Pageant please report to Mrs. 
Wright by Sunday morning? 


church 


BEQUESTS 

During the past few years the church 
has received a number of bequests from 
its members. These have been of ines-. 
timable value to us in our work. It is the 
plan of the Trustees to build up from 
this source a permanent fund the income 
of which shall be available for increas- 
ing our activities. You are asked to con- 
sider the church as a worthy beneficiary 
when you are making your will. The 
Trustees will be glad to furnish legal ad- 
vice on the subject. 


THE FOUNDER’S FUND 

The Founder’s Fund Committee of the 
Alliance gratefully acknowledges all re- 
sponses to that appeal. Only a few more 
subscriptions are necessary to put the 
Los Angeles Alliance in the 100% class. 
Your gift may be just the requisite to 
make possible the desired result. 
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THE FUNCTION OF THE 
UNITARIAN CHURCH 

We live in a stupendously interesting 
period of the world’s history. An an- 
cient system of thought which has domi- 
nated the minds of men for centuries is 
breaking up; a new method of thinking 
is gaining the ascendency and is rapidly 
building a new world to take the place 
of the old one. We live between two 
eras of mankind and are privileged to 
see the remains of the one that is pass- 
ing, and the beginnings of the one that 
is dawning. 

The manner of thinking which has 
largely dominated in the past we describe 
as “deductive.” It consists in reasoning 
from the general to the particular, from 
the assumed or established principle to 
the specific example. The familiar dog- 
ma of Biblical infallibility is a good ex- 
ample. It is assumed that the Bible is 
the word of God and from this is de- 
duced the consequence that every text 
in it is true. The second method of 
reasoning which is displacing the deduc- 
tive we term “inductive.” It begins with 
the particular facts and works its way 
to the general principle. To continue the 
same example, it does not start with the 
assumption that the Bible is the word 
of God, but sets out to examining the 
Bible and then comes to its conclusion 
concerning the general character of this 
body .of literature by what it has dis- 
covered in the process. A very different 
conclusion it is from the earlier one, 
namely that the Bible is throughout a 


human product and that its authority is 
limited to such human truth as it con- 
tains. 

Inductive reasoning is preeminently the 
method of science. Science also employs 
deductive reasoning but it insists on veri- 
fying the general principles which it em- 
ploys by putting them to the test of the 
particular facts; it refuses to elevate gen- 
eral principles to a position of inviolable 
sanctity and unquestioned authority. Un- 
der the impact of the scientific method a 
whole host of the “unquestioned truths” 
of the past have suffered the fate of the 
dogma of infallibility. Our entire con- 
ception of the universe in which we live 
and of the nature of our own lives has 
been revolutionized by science; the in- 
ventions that have transformed our man- 
ner of living are likewise a product of 
this new method of thinking. We live 
in a world that is made possible and that 
is sustained by science. 

Not only is our era a tremendously in- 
teresting one, it is an exceedingly trying 
and difficult one, full of struggle and 
conflict. The old dies hard and resists 
the advances of the new at every step. 
Old habits of thinking and feeling are 
hard to eradicate and the process in- 
volves much emotional disturbance. The 
have the rise of 
science have been centuries of terrific 


centuries that seen 
upheaval, and at each point science has 
emerged as the victor. The conflict is 
not yet over for now science is pushing 
its inquiries into the inner life of man 
(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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FE. Burvetre Backus, Minister 
Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 
Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 
Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock with an assembly 
of all the children for a brief program 
of music and discussion. Work in class 
groups is later taken up. All the children 
of the parish are invited to attend. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture, 
the third in a series on Evolution, will 
be “The Evolution of Society.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Louis H. Kepsel will speak on the 
subject, “The Scientific Basis of Chris- 
tianity Explained.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

The subject for discussion in The Fel- 
lowship hour will be “The Disarmament 
Conference. What has it accomplished?” 
The speakers will be John McKinney, 
Elizabeth Hager, Ben Berg and Doris 
Albee. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

with the consequence that it seems in- 
evitable that we shall have to pass 
through a revolution in our thinking 
concerning the most intimate phases of 
our own life comparable to the revolu- 
tion which has taken place in our under- 
standing of the outer world. 

It is at this point that the Unitarian 
Church can be of greatest service. The 
entire structure of the religion of the 


past has been undermined by the new 
method of approach. No patching up of 
the old edifice will suffice; we shall have 
to make an entirely new job of it. We 
must proceed according to the method 
of science; discarding preconceived no- 
tions and unproven theories, we shall 
have to study the facts of life and from 
those facts proceed to formulate as we 
are able the general principles. We must 
become scientists of religion. We alone 
among the religious bodies of the coun- 
try are equipped to undertake this task 
because we alone enjoy that complete 
freedom without which the scientist is 
foredoomed to failure. 

This is a matter of supreme impor- 
tance. How desperately humanity needs 
the guidance that religion once pro- 
fessed to give and which is now entirely 
discredited. In the heyday of the Roman 
Catholic church that great institution 
dominated the whole of man’s life. It 
gave him a bird’s eye view of his exis- 
tence, showed him whence he had come 
and whither he was going; it gave a rea- 
son for his being that made his life seem 
significant; it guided him along his path, 
told him what he should and should not 
do, and assured him of a just reward 
beyond the grave. To be sure this whole 
system was based on what we now know 
to be error and in its operation it had 
grave defects which necessitated the des- 
truction of its power in the interests of 
humanity. But this should not blind us 
to the great service which it performed 
in attempting to unify life under the 
dominance of a single great ideal. 

Contrast with this picture the condi- 
tions which exist today. The world is 
much richer in knowledge and power 
than it was in that earlier era, but there 
is no commanding ideal to unify it all 
and give it direction. The result is that 
we have a welter of conflicting forces 
each pursuing its own ends. Science, 
business, education, the state, are all 
laws unto themselves and there is noth- 
ing to integrate them into one body. The 
consequence of this is that multitudes 
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find themselves utterly lost; they have 
no sense of a meaning to their lives be- 
yond the immediate concerns of the day; 
they do not know where to turn for gui- 
dance or to discover that larger life 
which shall give them the deeper satis- 
faction which they crave. 

We need to regain on a higher level 
that sense of the unity of life which re- 
ligion once gave to the world, so that 
again the children of earth can move 
through their pilgrimage under the domi- 
nance of a single ideal. Religion can 
never again dominate and command as it 
did in the past. It must rely on compell- 
ing allegiance by the beauty and the truth 
of its ideal. That ideal must be built 
up by a study of what is possible in the 
real. The work of establishing it is no 
easy task because of the very richness 
and complexity of the material which 
must go into it. It must be hammered 
out by successive generations. 

This is the work that the 
are undertaking; we are not iconoclasts 
but builders making a humble beginning 
in rearing out of the wisdom of the mod- 
ern world a religioa which shall do for 
men all, and more than, religion has 
done for them in the past. We sound the 
clarion call to rally all high-minded men 
and women who would be of service to 
humanity. We offer not the authoritative 
guidance of the churches of the past; no 
assurance of mansions of bliss in the 
hereafter. We offer hard work in the 
service of a great ideal; the joy of fel- 
lowship with men and women of the open 
mind and good will; the satisfaction of a 
life that has identified itself with a cause 
that shall live through the centuries. 

E. Burvette Backus. 


Unitarians 


FROM “BYRON” 
In men whom men condemn as ill 
I find so much of goodness still, 
In men whom men pronounce divine 
I find so much of sin and blot, 
I do not dare to draw a line 
Between the two, where God has not. 
—Joaquin Miller. 


HOSPITALITY 


One of the most difficult problems 
which confronts us in our church is that 
of getting acquainted with one another. 
We come from all over Los Angeles and 
the outlying towns. In most instances we 
see one another only at the Sunday ser- 
vice. There is a large percentage of 
visitors in our congregation every Sun- 
day. The consequence is that those who 
have been members of the church for 
fifteen or twenty years do not know ten 
percent of those whom they see on any 
Sunday. The charge of coldness, of un- 
friendliness which has been made against 
us, arises from these circumstances. It 
often happens that the persons from 
whom the stranger expects hospitality 
are likewise visitors. We do want to be 
friendly and make all who come feel our 
But at the same time we want 
to respect the feelings of those who pre- 


warmth. 


fer to slip out quietly and unnoticed. 


In an effort to solve this problem the 
Hospitality Committee, under the chair- 
manship of Mr. W. H. Pierce, instituted 
on Easter Sunday a new arrangement. 
The members of this committee, and 
those whom they have invited to assist 
them, are designated by white badges 
bearing the words “Hospitality Commit- 
tee” in gold letters. Any members of the 
congregation who desire to extend their 
acquaintance in the church are referred 
to these persons. The initiative, how- 
ever, must come from those who wish to 
make themselves known or to secure 
additional information about the church; 
this will safe guard others from unde- 
sired intrusion. The cooperation of the 
entire congregation is solicited to make 
this plan effective. We want every per- 
son who desires the fellowship of our 
group to feel that he is cordially wel- 
come. 


PULPIT FLOWERS 


The flowers on May 18th are in loving 
memory of the Knight family whose 
names are inscribed on the fountain in 
the patio. 
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TO REMIND YOU! 

Those who will receive their Unitarian 
before Friday, May 16, are reminded that 
on Friday and Saturday of this week the 
Carnival of Nations is being held at the 
church. Don’t forget that sales in all 
the booths begin at two o’clock on Friday 
afternoon and continue until ten o’clock 
on Saturday night. 

Dinner at 50c is served both nights; 
card party on Friday night, and big Pa- 
geant on Saturday night. Tickets for 
these two events are also 50c and you 
may have a reserved seat in the first 
eight rows in the auditorium for the af- 
fair on Saturday night for an additional 
25c. 

Come and lend your aid to this worthy 
project, and encourage the ones who have 
been working so hard to make it a 
success. 


MODISTE 
A thoroughly competent modiste is 
available for work in her own home or 
yours. She is experienced in high-class 
work only and is most worthy of your 
assistance. Please call the church office 
if you have something for her. 


SUNDAY EVENING LECTURES 

Mr. Robert Whitaker will continue his 
lectures on The Story of Man on Sunday 
évening at eight o'clock. His subject 
this week will be “The Rise of Modern 
Europe.” An organ recital precedes each 
lecture. 


ALLIANCE NOTES 
The women of the Alliance will meet 


for sewing on Thursday at ten-thirty A. 
M., May 22. Please bring box lunch. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Emily Howard, daughter of Burt Estes 
Howard, former minister of this church, 
died on May 10th. 


AMERICA CONQUERS BRITAIN 

This will be the subject of Mr. Backus’ 
sermon on Sunday morning, May 25th, a 
Memorial Day address. 


THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 


The leading articles in The Christian 
Register of May 8th are: “The New 
Courage” by George Lawrence Parker; 
“Wet and Dry Prohibition” by Robert 
C. Dexter; “A Professor Loses His Job” 
by Robert Collyer Douthit; and a report 
of the Pacific Coast Triennial Confer- 
ence. The Register may be purchased at 
the Literature Table on Sunday morn- 
ing. Price, ten cents. 


THE MAY MEETINGS 


The 105th Annual Meeting of the Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association will be held 
in Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass., at 
9:45, Tuesday morning, May 20th. We 
have in this office credential blanks for 
delegates to this meeting and if there 
are any members of the church who will 
be. in Boston at that time please report 
the fact to the secretary. We want rep- 
resentatives there if possible. 


If religion is to endure, not as a sur- 
vival of ancient custom, but as a living 
force in the development of society, it 
must be freed from the superstitions 
which are today strangling its very life; 
it must be interpreted anew in terms of 
work and not of worship, in terms of life 
and not of belief, in terms of service 
among men and not of service before an 
altar, in terms of inward spiritual free- 
dom and not of outward ecclesiastical 
authority. We are needed today as never 
before—and no fear of denominational- 
ism, no sentimental love of church unity, 
no “mush of concession” as Emerson 
phrased it, must be allowed to turn us 
from the task which is this day laid upon 
our shoulders. We must proclaim to men 
everywhere that here in our liberal fold 
is a place where they may follow truth 
to its uttermost bounds and still enjoy 
the privileges of religious fellowship; all 
we ask is that they come with open 
minds, with loving hearts, with helping 
hands and with the spirit of good will. 

—John H. Dietrich. 


The 
Los Angeles Unitarian 


Volume 5 


SATURDAY, MAY 24, 1930 


Number 37 


“THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GOD” 

Rabbi Ernest Trattner has recently pub- 
lished a book under the above title. 
Adopting the daring literary device of 
having God speak for Himself the book 
presents in a popular and readable form 
the chief results arrived at by modern 
history of religion. While it is not with- 
out serious defects it is to be welcomed 
as one more contribution to a liberal un- 
derstanding of the nature of religion. 
The minds of most persons are still be- 
fogged by preconceived notions, by prej- 
udice, and by error. This volume will 
help to dissipate the fog. 

The first section is devoted to the 
author’s own theology. God proves His 
own existence and tells what manner of 
Deity He is. The emphasis is placed on 
the fact that the older conception which 
pictured God as a master mechanic 
dwelling outside the universe who had 
created all things much as a man might 
create a machine, has given way to the 
idea of God as the indwelling life of the 
world who is forever carrying on the 
creative process in what we know as 
evolution. Mr. Trattner makes his point 
clear by stating that had Joyce Kilmer 
been familiar with the writings of John 
Fiske he would, in all probability have 
said: 

Poems are MADE by fools like me, 
But only God can GROW a tree! 

The development of the God idea is 
traced from its beginnings in the life of 
primitive man to its formulation in the 
higher of the great historic religions. At 


first man worshipped spirits vaguely akin 
to himself which he conceived as inhabi- 
ting the natural world about him. Then 
his gods took on a more definitely hu- 
man form. The close connection between 
the conditions of man’s life and the idea 
of God which he develops is very strik- 
ing. When he is in a hunting stage his 
gods are the gods of the hunt; when he 
becomes pastoral in his mode of life his 
gods are the deities needful to him in 
that stage; when he becomes a farmer his 
gods are concerned with the fertility of 
the soil, the success of the crops. Like- 
wise his political organization is reflected 
in man’s theology. The early gods are 
tribal gods, limited in their power as the 
tribe to which they belong is limited. 
Then as nations are formed the power of 
the gods expands with the political power 
of the people, and finally when the grand 
idea of a single empire dominating the 
world is born of the ambition of man, 
God comes to be thought of as the Su- 
preme Emperor of the world and is ac- 
corded a homage very like that offered 
to earthly potentates. 

Equally striking is the parallel be- 
tween the moral stature of man and that 
of his gods. Mr. Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick has said: “The centuries are sick 
with a god made in man’s image.” The 
barbarities of early man were written in- 
to the characters of his gods and unfor- 
tunately these characters that were shaped 
so long ago have been very difficult to 
revise as man himself has progressed. A 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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E. BurpettE Backus, Minister 
Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 
Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 
Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o'clock with an assembly 
of all the children for a brief period of 
music and discussion. Work in class 
groups is later taken up. All the children 
of the parish are invited to attend. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Continuing his lectures on Evolution 
Dr. Bullard will speak on “The Evolu- 
tion of God.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Mr. Herbert B. Alexander, who has 
talked many times to the Study Class on 
historical subjects, will speak on “The 
Reformation and Its Leaders.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. Benshimol will continue his story 
of Unitarianism. One Sunday a month 
is given to the study of the history of 
our denomination. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
few individuals have managed to purge 
their thought of God of immoral quali- 
ties but the vast majority of earth’s chil- 
dren have continued to worship a moral 
monstrosity which quite justifies the 
negro who began his prayer, “Oh Thou 
great and unscrupulous God!” Prof. A. 
N. Whitehead has recently said: “Wor- 
ship of glory arising from power is not 
only dangerous; it arises from a barbaric 
conception of God. I suppose that even 


the world itself could not contain the 
bones of those slaughtered because of 
men intoxicated by its attraction”. There 
still remains vast room for improvement 
in the moral character of the God of 
popular theology. 


Another section of the book is de- 
voted to what men have done in the 
name of God. It is a horrible record of 
intolerance and persecution. The seed 
of it has been the mistaken idea that 
men had a direct and authoritative revela- 
tion of God’s will and that they must im- 
pose that will on others. A single exam- 
ple of the working of this principle 
among the many which Rabbi Trattner 
provides must suffice. Governor Dudley 
of Massachusetts was asked whether 
“Those that differ from you in opinion, 
yet holding the same foundation in re- 
ligion, might be permitted to live among 
you?” The doughty Puritan replied out 
of his honest conviction: “God forbid, 
our love of truth should be grown so 
cold that we should tolerate errors.” This 
is the logical consequence of the idea 
that there exists a body of truth which is 
from God and that all outside of this is 
dangerous error. The toleration which 
we regard as one of the chief virtues to 
be cultivated becomes a dangerous vice 
endangering the eternal well being of 
human souls, 


One cannot read Mr. Trattner’s book 
without seriously asking himself wheth- 
er the God idea has been more of a bless- 
ing than of a curse in human history. 
Even if the autobiography as here given 
were corrected by the addition of a sec- 
tion which dwelt on the idealism, the 
high thinking, the comfort of human 
hearts, that have also been associated 
with the name of God, the question would 
still remain. Of course it is a futile 
question because we cannot think human 
history in other terms than those in 
which it has actually unfolded itself. Yet 
it is hard to believe that atheists could 
have done any worse. 

At least the story should put us on 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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our guard against that superficial judg- 
ment which identifies all good with be- 
lief and all evil with doubt. Mr. Gandhi 
says an arresting thing on this subject 
in his autobiography. He says that most 
men are atheists; they would be sur- 
prised if they were told that such is the 
case but it is none the less true. They 
are content with a word; they deceive 
themselves by the adoption of a pious 
attitude. But they do not express belief 
in God in their lives, and faith without 
works profits nothing; it is the worst sort 
of atheism. The history of religion 
warns us that religion may be a power- 
ful force for evil as well as good. It is 
not enough that we should ask whether 
a man believes in God. We have to 
know what kind of God he believes in, 
and even more important, we have to 
know what sort of results his belief has 
in his character. “Those who in head 
are atheists yet worship God in the heart, 
if they are votaries of goodness; and 
those who in the head are theists are but 
pagan and devil worshippers, when they 
are votaries of wickedness or folly.” 


The Autobiography of God ends on an 
optimistic note. We are told that more 
progress has been made in theology in 
the past 25 years than in the preceding 
25 centuries, and that the unworthy ele- 
ments are gradually to be eliminated 
from the world’s thought of God and 
mankind will move on to a position of 
moral dignity and power. Fundamentally 
I share this optimism, though I confess 
that I have my periods of despair. When 
I note the appalling ignorance and prej- 
udice that hangs like a black cloud over 
human life, when I see how men are 
wedded to their errors and their vices, 
when I note how the fires of intolerance 
and bigotry and hatred are ever ready to 
flare up, my faith in a more glorious day 
for humanity is put to a severe strain. 
But the result is only to make the ideal 
shine brighter by contrast. 

How magnificent life might be on this 
earth if only it were guided by wisdom 


and moved by love! How splendid, in- 
deed, are the lives that are already of 
this order. When I think of some of the 
men and women I know, men and women 
of tenderness and forbearance, of in- 
sight and love, of courage and endeavor, 
of idealism and vision, and the will to 
live their faith, then I say to myself: 
“What a world this might be if all earth’s 
teeming millions were of their quality.” 
I dare to believe that day shall come. 
There is much work to be done before 
it can dawn. Let us do our share in char- 
ity of spirit yet with an unconquerable 
determination that knowledge shall grow 
from more to more, that wrong shall fail 
and right prevail, that justice and good- 
will shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea. E. Burvetre Backus. 


WILLIAM I. LAWRANCE 

Dr. William I. Lawrance will be the 
preacher on Sunday, June Ist. Dr. Law- 
rance is one of the best known ministers 
in the Unitarian fellowship. For a num- 
ber of years he was Secretary of Relig- 
ious Education for the American Unitar- 
ion Association. He is the father of Miss 
Mary Lawrance who, for one year, was 
our Parish Assistant. The subject on 
which Dr. Lawrance is to speak is “Man 
As Creator.” The members of the con- 
gregation are urged to turn out in full 
force to give our distinguished guest a 
hearty welcome. 

Mr. Backus will be speaking, on this 

Sunday, in San Diego for Mr. Bard who 
is attending the May Meetings of the 
American Unitarian Association in Bos- 
ton. __ 
Of the nine busts that were unveiled 
May 8th in the Hall of Fame to accom- 
pany the names already inscribed there, 
six are of great American Unitarians: 
John Quincy Adams, President of the 
United States; Horace Mann, educator, 
father of the American public school 
system; George Bancroft and John Loth- 
rop Motley, historians; James Russell 
Lowell, poet; and Joseph Story, justice 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 


On Thursday, May 29, at two P. M., the 
annual Memorial Program of the Alliance 
will be held. This program is designed 
to honor Madame Severance, the founder 
of the Los Angeles Church, and other 
women who have made their contribu- 
tion to the life of the organization. An 
invitation to attend is extended not only 
to the members of the Alliance, but to 
any of the congregation who wish to join 
in this memorial service. An interesting 
program has been arranged and tea will 
be served. 


THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB 


Numerous requests have been received 
for a repetition of the sketch from “Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream” which was put 
on by a group of men at their Sunday 
dinner in April. They will make their 
second appearance in this number on 
Wednesday evening, May 28th, at eight 
o'clock. Everyone is invited to attend. 
Bridge will follow the program and light 
refreshments will be served. 


THE CARNIVAL OF NATIONS 


The event which has occupied the 
minds and time of many people for the 
past two months is over. It was satisfac- 
tory from every angle, and we can look 
back upon our efforts with a great deal 
of pride. 

It is impossible to make public ac- 
knowledgement to all the men and wom- 
en who, through their generous expen- 
diture of time and energy and money, 
made the Carnival such a huge success. 
We do feel, however, that a word should 
be said in appreciation of the services 
of the general chairman, Mrs. E. W. 
Brewer. It was she who made the plans, 
and her untiring effort and unlimited en- 
thusiasm served as the incentive for the 
full cooperation which she received from 
her assistants. 

An accurate financial report cannot be 
given at this time but the receipts to date 
amount to approximately $1400.00. 


THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 


You will be interested in the leading 
articles in the Christian Register for May 
15th. Francis G. Peabody writes on “The 
Humanism of William Ellery Channing”; 
Mr. Ival McPeak publishes an open Ilet- 
ter to the “4A”, and Dr. George R. Dod- 
son reviews A. Eustace Haydon’s book, 
“The Quest of the Ages.” There are 
also the usual news items. and depart- 
ments. The Register can be purchased 
at the Literature Table on Sunday morn- 
ings for ten cents. 


CHURCH PICTURES 


New pictures of the building and patio 
have been made and are now on sale, 
The one of the patio is exceptionally 
pretty and artistic, and is worthy of a 
place in your home. Both pictures come 
also in post card size, They may be seen 
at the secretary’s desk on Sunday morn- 
ing or at any time at the church office. 


MR. WHITAKER LECTURES 

The fourth in the series of lectures 
which Mr. Robert Whitaker is giving on 
Sunday evenings is entitled “The Mak- 
ing of America.” Much interest is being 
shown in these lectures, and you are 
urged to hear Mr. Whitaker in the last 
two of the series, 

Mrs. Chick will give the organ recital 
which precedes the lecture. 


ISOLATED LIBERALS 

One of the interesting aspects of the 
work of our church is the contracts we 
make with isolated liberals from the 
great stretches of country back of Cali- 
fornia where there are no Unitarian 
churches. Almost every Sunday there 
are some among those who remain to 
greet the minister who announce them- 
selves as from Arizona, New Mexico, 
Montana, Nevada,—states where there is 
not a single Unitarian church. The de- 
light which these persons take in our 
services is a source of gratification and 
encouragement. 
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“AMERICA CONQUERS BRITAIN” 

Ludwell Denny’s book, “America Con- 
quer’s Britain” brings to our attention a 
situation which is vastly alarming when 
considered in the light of present day 
world psychology. 

Since the war America has assumed a 
place of leadership in world trade, that 
has caused much jealousy and fear and 
hatred among the nations which, in the 
past have ranked high in foreign trade 
relations. It is a matter of common 
knowledge that American raw materials 
and manufactured articles have found 
their way into the markets of the world 
to an extent hitherto unheard of in eco- 
nomic history, and that this fact is bound 
to have its effect on the political atti- 
tudes of other countries, which in turn 
will affect the possibility of continued 
peace among nations. 

It is known that the recently suggested 
formation of a United States of Europe 
is nothing more than an attempt to com- 
bat what is called American economic 
imperialism. This growing expansion 
which seems so menacing to the rest of 
the world, undoubtedly offers large op- 
portunities for rich rewards to our own 
men of vision and initiative, who are 
able to command the necessary capital, 
but it also provides much chance for 
cupidity and ruthless economic pressure. 
As one man remarked: “America is too 
wise to attempt to govern the world; she 
is content to merely own it.” 

Many people today realize that an ac- 


tual conflict exists between America and 
the other great powers of the world, a 
conflict which at any time might result 
in a declaration of war. The race for 
oil control is an outstanding example of 
the sort of thing that is going on in 
almost every field of industry. Many of 
us remember the rubber monopoly which 
was deliberately attempted by Britain in 
nineteen twenty-five, a monopoly which 
might have been successful had not the 
Dutch companies taken advantage of the 
high prices resulting from British re- 
strictive measures and increased their 
own output, thus aiding the efforts made 
by Herbert Hoover to break the monop- 
oly. Fortunately the British took their 
defeat with very good grace. 

The Americanization of the world is 
being furthered immeasurably by the in- 
roads of the moving picture. No part of 
the world is immune from this influence, 
and while it is accepted with keen in- 
terest by the peoples of the world, it is 
looked upon with vast suspicion by gov- 
ernments and trade councils. As Will 
Hays has said, it furnishes a show win- 
dow for American goods, that is perhaps 
unequaled in display value. 

The National Foreign Trade Council, 
recently convening in Los Angeles, recog- 
nizes the fact that the only enduring ba- 
sis for world trade is made up of justice 
and fair-play between nations, and that 
international good-will can be maintained 
only through the development of friend- 

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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E. BurpetTteE Backus, Minister 
Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 
Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o'clock with an assembly 
of all the children for a brief period of 
music and discussion. Work in class 
groups is later taken up. All the chil- 
dren of the parish are invited to attend. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The lecture this week in the Evolution 
series given by Dr. Bullard will be “The 
Evolution of the Devil.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

The study of the Reformation will con- 
tinue and Mr. Herbert Alexander will 
speak on “Martin Luther and the Refor- 
mation.” 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Prof. Oscar L. Triggs, associated with 
A. E. Briggs in the Metropolitan College 
and Secretary of the Liberal Club of Los 
Angeles, will speak to the members of 
The Fellowship. His subject will be 
“The Poetry of Walt Whitman.” 

It is expected that a group of young 
people from the San Jose church will be 
guests of The Fellowship at this assembly. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

ship and mutual understanding, and this 
organization seems anxious to establish 
this basis. But there are many con- 
flicting tendencies and points of friction, 
such as the Japanese exclusion act and 
the present tariff policy. 

Inasmuch as economic rivalry is one 


of the most potent causes of war, it seems 
that all of the material for a conflagra- 
tion are present in the situation today. 
It is a terrific responsibility that rests on 
the shoulders of our economic leaders. 

And according to Mr. Denny’s book 
America and Britain are the two chief 
antagonists in the struggle. At the very 
time that MacDonald and Hoover were 
having their good-will conversation, 
Britain was raiding our markets in both 
North and South America. Much of the 
tumultuous history of Mexico has been 
due to the struggle between Britain and 
America for oil, and the conflict still 
rages in various parts of the world. 

It seems impossible to halt the march 
of this American imperialism. It seems 
beyond hope that a realization of the 
human responsibility involved will result 
in any immediate reform in the attitude 
of the great economic powers, and the 
resources of the world are not likely to 
be made available for all humanity for 
some time to come. Exploitation will 
doubtless continue in spite of the various 
attempts which have been made to estab- 
lish a more reciprocal attitude. One of 
the points of the League of Nations is a 
proposal for international control and 
distribution of raw materials. 

There is much, however, that can be 
done in the meantime tending to estab- 
lish a psychological barrier against war 
propaganda. Everyone, regardless of his 
position, can work toward this end, so 
that when inevitably these economic 
struggles reach a point of conflagration, 
the men immediately involved will be 
forced to settle their difficulties around 
the council table and not on the field of 
battle. Marion C. BRUNER. 


CHRISTENING SERVICE 
Plans are being made to have a 
Christening Service on the last Sunday 
in June, which is the last Sunday on 
which Mr. Backus will occupy the pulpit 
for fourteen months. Parents who wish 
to have their children christened are 

asked to notify the church office. 
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MR. BACKUS ON KHJ 
Through the courtesy of Mr. Bailey 
Millard, editorial writer on the Los An- 
geles Times, Mr. Backus has been invited 
to speak over Radio KHJ. Unless an- 
nouncement is made to the contrary he 
will be on the air Wednesday, June 4th, 
from 1:30 to 2 p.m. By request his sub- 

ject will be “The Human Christ.” 


There could hardly be a better state- 
ment of Untarian unity amidst contro- 
versy than this from a message issued by 
the Advancement Committee of the 
Friends’ General Conference: “We have 
no formal creed, and such unity as we 
have—and we have a great deal—is due 
to the fact that reasonable minds work- 
ing on the same materials are likely to 
arrive at similar conclusions. However, 
we demand no unity of opinion and we 
find both interest and stimulus in our 
many differences.”"—The Christian Regis- 
ter. 


YOUTH 

Youth is not a time of life; it is a 
state of mind. It is not a matter of ripe 
cheeks, red lips and supple knees; it is a 
temper of the will, a quality of the imagi- 
nation, a vigor of the emotions. 

Nobody grows old by merely living a 
number of years. People grow old only 
by deserting their ideals. 

Years wrinkle the skin but to give up 
enthusiasm wrinkles the soul. 

Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and 
despair—these are the long, long years 
that bow the heart and turn the green- 
ing spirit back to dust. 

Whether sixty or sixteen there is in 
every human being’s heart the lure of 
wonder, the undaunted chalienge of 
events, the unfailing, childlike appetite 
for what next and the joy of the game of 
living. 

We are as young as our faith, as old as 
our hope; as young as our self-confidence, 
as old as our fear; as young as our hope, 


as old as our despair. 
—Author Unknown. 


SCIENCE AND PROGRESS 


Wherever the scientific method comes 
into general use, promblems are solved 
with unprecedented rapidity. Disease was 
a mystery and a divine scourge for ages 
until science began to search skillfully, 
critically, and open-mindedly for its 
causes. Now one cause of disease after 
another is mastered, and the average 
length of life has nearly doubled in a 
century. Physical want has threatened 
men through all time. Now science mas- 
ters economy and variety of production, 
and promises permanently to drive the 
wolf from the door. 


Wherever science rules, there order, 
economy, and progress appear. In most 
fields where arbitrary tradition and _ be- 
lief control, we have confusion and con- 
flict. In government and _ diplomacy 
science is allowed to do the chores in sup- 
plying equipment for war, or in answer- 
ing technical questions, but let a Euro- 
pean use the scientific method to examine 
critically into the justice or wisdom of 
his country’s wars, and he may be called 
disloyal or unpatriotic. Science may 
cure physical ills, but if it critically 
examines into the basis of human hopes 
and beliefs, it often is considered a tres- 
passer on forbidden ground. It may serve 
business, but its inquiry into the purposes 
of business often is resented. 


In nearly every field of life where we 
find order and unity, there science is in 
recognized leadership. Where we find 
blind confusion and conflict, there we 
find science a stranger or struggling for 
recognition, while traditional authority 
still holds sway. In many fields where 
science is still an unwelcome stranger 
or a useful drudge, its leadership can 
make as significant contributions as in 
fields where its authority has long been 
recognized. 

There are limits to the validity of 
scientific inference, but they are limits 
of power to contribute, not of right to 
inquire. 


—Antioch College Notes. 
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ALLIANCE NOTES 

The June birthdays will be observed at 
the luncheon of the Alliance on June 
5th. There will be a luncheon speaker 
and music. At 2 P. M. the usual monthly 
business meeting will be held. Please 
make your reservations for the luncheon. 

The Executive Board will meet at 
eleven o'clock. 

FELLOWSHIP OUTING 

An annual event for Fellowship mem- 
bers and their friends is the all-day pic- 
nic at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Homer 
Hansen in the San Fernando Valley. This 
year it will be held on Memorial Day, 
Friday, May 30th. The young people are 
asked to meet at the church at 7:30 A.M., 
provided with lunch, swimming suits, and 
old clothes suitable for hiking, horseback 
riding or any other occasion which may 
present itself during the day. A great 
time is expected. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 
The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees will be held in the 
church office on Monday evening, June 2, 
at seven o’clock. 


IN MEMORIAM. 

Fred W. Wood, a member of long 
standing of this church, died on May 
24th. Mr. Wood served the organization 
faithfully for many years as printer. 


CHURCH FINANCES 

Last year before the summer vacation 
we made a suggestion that as far as possi- 
ble church dues for the months of July 
and August be paid in advance. We had 
a splendid response with the result that 
the vacation period passed without finan- 
cial worries. Can we not have the same 
plan this year? Expenses are cut to the 
minimum for those two months, but there 
are certain obligations to be met. Your 
full cooperation in the matter will make 
the burdens placed on the Trustees much 
lighter. 


MR. WHITAKER’S LAST LECTURE 

The lecture by Mr. Robert Whitaker 
on Sunday evening will close the present 
series. His subject will be “America and 
Modern Asia.” This course of lectures 
has been most interesting and we hope 
to have Mr. Whitaker again in the near 
future. a 
LEWISHON VS. RUSSELL 

A debate between Ludwig Lewishon 
and Bertrand Russell will be presented 
by Mr. Backus Sunday morning, June 8th. 
The subject of the debate will be: Re- 
solved that monogamy is more conducive 
to happiness than free love.” The affir- 
mative will be defended by Ludwig Lew- 
ishon out of his recent novel Stephen Es- 
cott, and the negative by Bertrand Rus- 
sell out of the pages of his volume en- 
titled Marriage and Morals. Mr. Backus 
will, of course, serve as the mouth-piece 
of both the debaters. 


110 NEW MEMBERS 

We have had a very gratifying increase 
in membership during the past year. 110 
persons have signed the membership roll 
since we resumed services in the Fall. 
Membership in a church such as ours is 
not merely a social matter; it means 
something definite in the way of convic- 
tion, we rejoice not merely in added 
numbers but because each new member 
means one more center from which the 
influence of our principles flows out into 
the community. The membership book 
is open for signatures after the service 
on Sunday morning. The only condition 
of membership is subscription to the coy- 
enant which reads as follows: “Love is 
the spirit of this church, service is its 
law. This is our great covenant: to 
dwell together in peace, to seek the truth 
in love, and to help one another.” 


True religion carries health and 
strength into the soul. Religion is only 
another word for the right use of man’s 
whole self. It gives them direction for 
the achievement of duty; it opens to 
them the coming world. 

—Henry Ward Beecher. 
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MAN AS CREATOR 

One of the most interesting episodes in 
historical development was the placing 
in the world’s consciousness the doctrine 
of evolution. Charles Darwin, pursuing 
his studies and investigations, proclaimed 
to the world a doctrine which he believed 
to be a rational explanation of the world 
as it has come to be. Men of science of 
that date were by no means unanimous 
in their acceptance of that doctrine, and 
in fact many of the outstanding scien- 
tists were opposed to it. The battle grew 
gradually less and less in its intensity 
and now all have come to believe in 
more or less degree in the doctrine of 
evolution as outlined by Darwin. 

The men of science do not say that 
this hypothesis is final. Scoffers can say 
that it is only a guess. But scientists 
have come to agree that this, or some- 
thing very much like it, is the story of 
the progress of the ages. 

The same attitude of mind is not found 
in the theological world. The theological 
mind is naturally more conservative and 
accepts changes more slowly than does 
the scientific mind. Theologians had al- 
ways felt that the whole structure of the 
church rested on the infallibility of the 
Bible or the church, and since the Bible 
very definitely stated that the world had 
come into being in a very different way, 
they were loath to relinquish the idea 
that the word of “Him that sitteth on the 
throne” was not absolute in every respect. 


There are yet to be found many who 
hold to this same idea, but they are rap- 
idly disappearing. 

So we have the two figures: Science 
moving slowly and cautiously but confi- 
dently into the new fields of investiga- 
tion, and the church, somewhat reluc- 
tant to keep pace with science, and yet 
coming very largely into reconcilliation 
with it. For the most part, if the church 
has not wholly agreed with the men of 
science on certain questions, it has kept 
still about it. 

The victory will not be fully won un- 
til science is making its full contribution 
to the world. The dullness and slowness 
of the human mind presents a very great 
barrier to that progress, and until the in- 
fluence of science extends to the moral 
world the task is not complete. 

The dominant note of religion fifty or 
sixty years ago was escape from imprison- 
ment in a world which was not then con- 
sidered our home. Men and women were 
only spirits destined for another and 
more perfect world, and were only wait- 
ing to be released from the cares which 
held them here, to be free to enter their 
real home. The same idea is still to be 
found but is not widely prevalent. 

If we follow the evolutionary idea 
consistently, this world is our home. 
Here we belong and if we are not faith- 
ful to the call of service, how can we 
expect anything of the hereafter? The 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 1) 
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E. Burpette Backus, Minister 
Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 
Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 
Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The Church School opens each Sunday 
morning at ten o’clock with an assembly 
of all the children for a brief period of 
music and discussion. Work in class 
groups is later taken up. All the chil- 
dren of the parish are invited to attend. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
will be “Heredity.” This is a new lecture 
and is based on the Mendelian law. 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Forrest N. Anderson, Director of 
the Child Guidance Clinic in Los An- 
geles, will speak on the work done by 
that institution. 

The Child Guidance Clinic is spon- 
sored by the Mental Hygiene Society and 
supported by the Community Chest. It 
is one of the most important organiza- 
tions in the city, and everyone is invited 
to avail themselves of the opportunity to 
get firsthand information concerning it. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

A debate on Prohibition will be con- 
ducted in The Fellowship meeting. Clark 
Albee will take the affirmative and Don- 
ald Benshimol the negative. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
motive power in all life is that which 
stimulates and enlightens, and the role of 
creator becomes man’s destiny. The 
whole history of the past summons him 


to the fulfillment of his task. 

Are our churches organized for the 
express purpose of making this a better 
world, or do they only provide an elab- 
orate Sunday entertainment which must 
be supported at the expense of more 
worthy causes? It is true that there are 
charitable organizations, protective bod- 
ies, societies of all kinds for the promo- 
tion of social welfare. The church, how- 
ever, is the only organization in the whole 
world that brings together persons of all 
ages, races, social position, into one 
common cooperative fellowship. The 
world needs what the church can do 
that no other agency can do. 

To lift this world to the highest plane, 
we need, as a church, an increased reali- 
zation of our social duties. But that 
duty is a collective duty, and the respon- 
sibility goes back farther than that. It 
rests upon the individual himself, and as 
individuals we have a duty to be thor- 
oughly self-controlled and highly moral. 

The individual rebels at restriction of 
his freedom, prohibition of certain rights 
he believes to be his. Yet, no individual 
has the right to continue in a course that 
is bound to be detrimental to the com- 
mon cause. We are here, divinely ap- 
pointed as creators of a greater and bet- 
ter world than that made of land and 
sea alone. 

A half century ago a statement was 
made that man, through his ingenuity in 
irrigation and engineering, had altered 
the face of the earth more than all the 
natural phenomena that has taken place 
during centuries. Man has caused the 
earth to bend to his will, but by every 
step man has taken he has made himself 
responsible, and it becomes his duty to 
uphold the standard which has been set. 

The doctrine of man as a creator is a 
great doctrine, but is it necessarily a sad 
doctrine? Does it not challenge man 
to all his best efforts? Is there not joy 
in the perfection of a task? That joy is 
ours. The world may be better or worse 
for our being here, but it may be better 
if we heed this high call to service for hu- 

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) _ 
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manity, if we pour our best into the 
streams of noble deeds done in the name 
of humanity, coming down to us through 
countless generations, adding our best 
influence for the good of those who come 
after us. 

Wituiam I. Lawrence, Tu. D. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SUMMER 
CAMP CONFERENCE 
The annual Summer Camp for Unitar- 
ian Young People will be held this year 
from August 17th to 24th at Big Pines, 
the Los Angeles County Playground, sit- 
uated in the mountains above San Ber- 
nardino, The camp is about one hundred 
miles from Los Angeles and may be 
reached by a good auto road or by trol- 
ley and bus. The daily program includes 
lectures, conferences and sports such as 
swimming, hiking, tennis, and riding. 
Rev. Milan Dempster, the minister at 
Stockton, will speak each morning and 
the evening talks will be given by Rev. 
Berkeley Blake. Mrs. Dempster will be 
the song leader. The chaperones will be 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Alexander and 
Mrs. E. B. Backus from Los Angeles, 
and Mrs. E. E. Robinson from San Diego. 
The price for the entire week is $8.00. 
Those coming for only part time will be 
accommodated for $1.50 per day. This 
year more young people than usual have 
expressed their intention of going so that 
it promises to be the largest camp we 
have ever had. It is necessary that reser- 
vations be made in advance. Folders 
giving further information about the 
camp may be secured at the church office. 


THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER 

The issue of the Christian Register for 
May 29th is an unusually interesting num- 
ber. The sermon delivered by Samuel A. 
Eliot during anniversary week in Boston 
is given in full, and the meetings of the 
various denominational groups are re- 
ported. 

Especially interesting is the report of 
the meeting of the Unitarian Ministerial 
Union, found on page 456 of this same is- 


sue. A resolution, “reaffirming loyalty 
to traditional principles of tolerance, to 
the end that free discusion between the- 
ists and humanists be not impaired, that 
both factions be urged to retain fellow- 
ship in our ranks, that no schism be al- 
lowed to ensue”, was presented. The 
resolution was carried by a vote of 177 
to 8 with 46 not voting. 

All the good things in this number are 
to numerous to mention, and we urge 
that you buy a copy at the Literature 
Table on Sunday morning, price ten 
cents, 


A TRIOLET TO THE 

A CAPELLA CHOIR 
Like sweet murmurs through the trees 
Is the A Capella Choir, 
Or deep thernody of seas. 
Like sweet murmurs through the trees 
Answering each faintest breeze 
As a spirit-fingered lyre; 
Like sweet murmurs through the trees 
Is the A Capella Choir, 

—Srevita Knicut Ruess. 


So long as sin-stained souls stagger un- 
der the burden of conscious guilt, so long 
as life is torn by passion, so long as 
babes are born into loving homes and 
open graves mock the joys that clustered 
around the cradle, so long will religion 
seek for expression and the spirit of man 
reach out for the spirit of fellow man. 

‘—JenKin Lioyp Jones. 


ETHICS 
Ethical sense is awareness of beauty, 
economy, fitness, and proportion in con- 
duct. Ethical discrimination, a sense of 
obligation, and disciplined will power 
make character. Keen ethical sense re- 
quires intelligence and experience. Lack- 
ing these, conduct must rest on codes, 
presumably formulated by those with 
greater ethical sense for guidance of 
those with less. In ethics, as in every 
field, genius sets standards which become 
authority to those who recognize excel- 
lence, even where they cannot create it. 

—Antioch College News. 
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SYMPOSIUM TO BE HELD 


On Sunday evening, June 8th, the Lay- 
men’s League will conduct a symposium 
on “Process and Personality.” This is 
arranged complimentary to Mr. Whitaker 
in appreciation of the splendid series of 
lectures which he bas just completed. 


Mr. Whitaker and Mr. George A. Kirk- 
patrick will stress the importance of the 
economic process while Mr. M. M. Man- 
gasarian and Mr. Arthur E. Briggs will 
bring out the significance of personality 
as a factor in determining the course of 
events, 


The symposium will begin at 8 o’clock 
and will be preceded by the usual half 
hour organ recital. 


Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Mangasarian and 
Mr. Briggs need no introduction to our 
people. Mr. Kirkpatrick comes highly 
recommended as a speaker and an au- 
thor. His book on the nature of peace 
has had wide and favorable comment and 
he is recognized as an authority on social 
and international matters. 


This will probably be the last evening 
meeting of the season and it is hoped 
that a large audience will greet this 
group of distinguished speakers. 


I have never seen any persons who met 
anxiety, pain, sorrow, or death more 
calmly, more bravely, or with more resig- 
nation or more serenity than the Uni- 
tarians. The Unitarian faith is dear to 
me because I was born into it, and edu- 
cated in it; and because I have found 
it to be in my own personal exper- 
ience, and in my observation of others, 
the most cheerful faith in the world in 
times of ease and prosperity, and the 
surest reliance of any faith in the world 
in times of trial and adversity. ... If I 
am thankful for anything in this world, 
as I often am for the many privileges of 
my lot, I am thankful I was born into 
and have always lived in the simple, fun- 
damental convictions of our Unitarian 
faith. To propagate that faith is, to my 
thinking, a holy thing, a sacred duty. 

—Cuaries W. Extor. 


FOUNDERS’ FUND 


It was announced through the Christian 
Register May 22nd, that the Founders’ 
Fund of the Alliance had reached its 
goal of $100,000.00. It will be interesting 
to the readers of the Unitarian to know 
what part our own Alliance branch had 
in this campaign. 

Dr. Abby Fox Rooney had charge of 
subscriptions to this fund throughout 
Southern California, and she was assisted 
by Mrs. J. H. Faulk in the local organiza- 
tion. Los Angeles contributed $660.85 to 
the Fund and two names were placed in 
the In Honorem list: Madame Caroline 
Severance, founder of the Los Angeles 
Church, and Dr. Abby Fox Rooney, a life 
long Unitarian. 

The amount subscribed in Southern 
California was $1185.95. Hollywood, has 
the only record of 100 percent representa- 
tion, but the percentage throughout the 
district was very high. San Diego placed 
the name of Mrs. Howard B. Bard In 
Honorem. 


“THE CRIMINAL CODE” 


Justice is the most fundamental quality 
which must be built into the foundations 
of human society. The play entitled “The 
Criminal Code” which has recently been 
running in the city is an examination of 
the operation of our machinery of justice. 
Mr. Backus will make this the subject of 
his sermon on Sunday, June 15th. 


LAYMEN’S LEAGUE 


The Laymen’s League hope to hold 
their meeting, which will be the last one 
of the season, on June 18th. Definite an- 
nouncement will be made when word is 
received from Berkeley Blake whom the 
men hope to have as speaker for the 
evening. ; 


ALLIANCE NOTES 


The women will meet for sewing on 
Thursday, June 12. Please bring box 
lunch. 
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MARRIAGE AND MORALS 

A debate—“Resolved that monogamy 
is more conducive to happiness than free 
love.” 

Affirmative: Ludwig Lewishon’s novel, 
Stephen Escott. 

Negative: Bertrand Russell’s 
Marriage and Morals. 

Presentation and rebuttal by E. Bur- 
dette Backus. 

There is no field in human life that is 
filled at once with so much joy and glad- 
ness, and so much misery and defeat, as 


book, 


the relations between men and women. 
For this reason, perhaps, it has been 
hard for people to discuss it with sanity 
and good taste. In the past there has 
been hypocrisy and repression, while to- 
day the tendency is toward the opposite 
extreme which often results in vulgarity, 
license and drivel. My purpose in giving 
this debate is to make my contribution to 
the frank and free discussion of the sub- 
ject, which I believe must be maintained 
on a high Jevel, and with a genuine con- 
cern for the values involved. 


E. B. B. 


Ludwig Lewishon: 

The argument in favor of strict monog- 
amy as given in my book, Stephen Escott, 
is not intended to bolster up conventionl 
morals and taboos, but rather to show the 
consequences, physical, psychological and 
social in the lives of those concerned. I 
believe that free love produces over- 
whelmingly disastrous results and that 
the fruits of monogamy are wholesome 
and lifegiving. This thesis can best be 
illustrated by the story as told in my 
novel. 


Stephen Escott and David Sampson, a 
Jew, are partners in a law firm specializ- 
ing in domestic difficulties. Paul Glover, 
and his wife, Janet, have been ideally 
happy in their early married life, but 
Janet, because of the restlessness induced 
by too little to do, becomes interested in 
another man. She has no children, and 
feels that Paul is old-fashioned in his at- 
titude of jealous distress over her erotic 
adventure. Eventually Paul shoots and 
kills the other man. He then taks his de- 
fence case to Stephen Escott. Stephen’s 
partner, David, and his wife, Ruth, also 
are ideally happy and remain so through- 
out the story because Ruth is willing to 
accept the usual lot of women, merging 
her personality with that of her husband. 

On this illustration my case for monog- 
amous marriage rests: The results in the 
lives of individuals. On the one hand, 
one man dead and the lives of two others 
blasted, and on the other hand two peo- 
ple who have found peace and happiness. 

I am well aware that my opponent will 
contend that it jealously which 
caused the trouble—the jealousy of the 
possessive male, but I have tried to show 
in my story that there is a type of jeal- 
ousy inherent in the highest relations of 
love. Sex is not a trivial biological func- 
tion, but a symbol of the highest spiritual 
realities of the union of one man and 
one woman. Together they build a new 
structure, and when one withdraws from 
the union the whole structure is des- 
troyed. 


was 


* * * 
Bertrand Russell: 
I wish to state in the beginning that J 
(Continued on Page 2, Column 2) 
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E. BurpettE Backus, Minister 
Office Hours—Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 4 to 6 p. m. 
Home address—1025 South Manhattan 
Place. Telephone ROchester 0209. 
Mrs. Mary West, Church Secretary. At 
the church every day but Friday. 


THIS SUNDAY 
Church School—10 A. M. 

The nice weather of the last two or 
three Sundays has evidently drawn many 
people to the mountains and beaches and 
the attendance at Church School has suf- 
fered. It is hoped that the lure of na- 
ture will not be so great on the three re- 
maining Sundays of the season that the 
children will be kept away. 

The Adult Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Bullard has been giving a series of 
lectures on Evolution which have been 
copied and are now on sale at 25c each. 
They may be purchased from Mr. Me- 
Cuen in Dr. Bullard’s class, or at the 
church office. 

The subject of Dr. Bullard’s lecture 
this week will be “Creation vs. Evolu- 
tion.” 

The Study Class—10 A. M. 

Dr. Aaron J. Rosanoff, Neuro-psychia- 
trist, Los Angeles Diagnostic Clinic, will 
speak on “What is Psychiatry?” 

It is a rare privilege to have Dr. Ro- 
sanoff with us, and all who are interested 
in this important subject are invited to 
hear him. 

The Fellowship—9:45 A. M. 

Mr. Benshimol will give his monthly 
talk on the history of Unitarianism. 

At the annual election held last Sunday 
the following officers were elected: Don- 
ald Benshimol, president; Bernice Ell- 
man, vice president; Metta Beardsworth, 
secretary; Elizabeth Hager, treasurer. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

do not mean license when I speak of free 
love. A good life cannot be lived without 
standards—without self-control. I desire 
as much as does my opponent, the fine- 
ness and beauty of life. I disagree with 
him as to the method of securing it. New 
conditions of living, new inventions, new 
educational patterns, bring with them an 
inevitable need for new standards of mo- 
rality. 


I feel that my opponent’s way of put- 
ting the blame on the woman is both 
charmingly naive and definitely Jewish. 
Actually, women are no more responsible 
than men. Both are in the grip of pow- 
erful natural forces. The solution of 
women renouncing their talents, their ca- 
reers and their personalities is altogether 
too simple. Women are revolting in an 
ever increasing number against their 
over-valuation as a love object, and I 
feel that this is a wholesome thing. It 
will bring the relations of men and 
women down to a substantial reality and 
will eventually save civilization. 


The mess we are in today—and it is a 
mess—composed of unhappy marriages, 
furtive, sordid affairs, broken homes and 
obsession with sex, is not to be straight- 
ened out by the process of going back to 
the standards of the past, but by pressing 
forward to new standards based on mod- 
ern knowledge and modern conditions. 
Two things in the past have placed an 
exaggerated and erroneous emphasis on 
sex—the morality of St. Paul, First Cor- 
inthians 7, 1-9, and the Romantic ideal 
which has formed so large a part of our 
inheritance. 

I believe that children are more im- 
portant than sex, and should be consid- 
ered the central fact of marriage. Yet I 
do not minimize the importance of ro- 
mantic love. It is of such inestimable 
value that I would not deny it to those 
who have missed it in marriage. I be- 
lieve that it is quite possible for a cen- 
tral loyalty to exist for the home and 
yet at the same time a desire on the 
part of the husband or wife for the love 
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of another individual. And I believe that 
this freedom has been made possible of 
achievement by the economic emancipa- 
tion of women and by contraceptives. 
Woman’s morality in the past was deter- 
mined by her dependence upon man for 
her support, by her fear of conception, 
and fear of hell fire. All of these are 
gone or are going. There will be, at 
first, much excess, much that is definitely 
evil, but another generation will return 
to normal and the race will benefit by a 
greater freedom. 
* * * 


E. Burdette Backus: 


I agree with Lewishon that the strict 
monogamous ideal represents the deepest 
insight into human happiness. I feel that 
Russell sets forth undeniable tendencies 
of today but I deplore his surrendering 
of the ideal. I realize that Lewishon’s 
solution is too naive, too simple, that 
modern knowledge must be called upon 
to solve the problem, but I feel that it 
can only be solved to the benefit of man- 
kind as a whole by maintaining the cen- 
tral ideal of loyalty of one man and one 
woman. I agree with Walter Lippman 
when he says that Russell’s theory works 
out the logic of birth control but not the 
logic of human psychology. The nearest 
approach to heaven of which I can con- 
ceive, is a union so complete that neither 
husband or wife is tempted to infidelity, 
a home in which mutual love surround- 
ing the children makes possible the true 
self-fulfillment of both man and woman. 
Let us work for the day when admittance 
to that heaven is the birthright of every 
man and woman. 

E. Burnette Backus. 
Reported by Marion Bruner. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Mrs. George H. Reynolds, June 7, 1930. 


Man cannot live without faith, because 
the prime requisite in life’s adventure is 
courage, and the sustenance of courage is 


faith—Fosdick. 


THE HUMAN CHRIST 

The address which Mr. Backus gave 
recently over KHJ provoked a vigorous 
response. The Times office was kept busy 
answering phone calls, some to protest, 
many to approve. Our own oflice received 
numerous calls and letters requesting 
copies of the address. It will not be 
possible to provide these as the address 
was prepared especially for the occasion 
and is not to be put up in printed form. 


PROHIBITION 


There is no subject over which there is 
more controversy at the present time 
than that of prohibition. It is an exceed- 
ingly complex and perplexing subject and 
the result is that equally high minded 
people are to be found on either side. 
In the address of Sunday, June 22nd, Mr. 
Backus will speak on “Prohibition as a 
Moral Issue.” 


FAREWELL SERVICE 


On Sunday, June 29th, Mr. Backus will 
appear in the pulpit for the last time un- 
til September of 1931. Will you not plan 
now to be present on that occasion? It 
has been our custom to make a special 
event of the concluding service before 
the summer vacation. This year we have 
an added motive for making it memo- 
rable. Let us have every seat in the 


chureh filled. 


ANNUAL PICNIC 


The Annual Pienic and meeting of 
Unitarian churches of Southern Cali- 
fornia will be held in Bixby Park in 
Long Beach on Saturday, June 28th from 
ten A. M. until 4 P. M. Everyone is in- 
vited and urged to attend this picnic and 
join in the good fellowship. Picnic lunch 
will be enjoyed at noon and at two 
o'clock there will be a program of talks 
and music. These picnics afford a splen- 
did opportunity to meet old friends in 
the denomination, and to make new ac- 
quaintances, and it is hoped that repre- 
sentatives from each group in our church 
will attend. 
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DRAMART MUSICALE SUMMER PLANS 
On Friday evening, June 20th, the Mrs. Backus leaves on the 25th of June 


Dramart Workship will give the closing 
event for this season, in the form of a 
musical evening, presenting Dr. Bruce 
Gordon Kingsley, well known lecturer and 
pianist, in the opera, Tannhauser. He will 
be assisted by soloists and a chorus of 
thirty voices. Dr. Kingsley is well known 
in Los Angeles; he is extension lecturer 
for the University of California and dur- 
ing the past season has lectured at Bul- 
lock’s on the music played by the Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra. His lectures are 
filled with the human interest of the char- 
acters and his brilliant playing of the 
music leaves the hearer with a real un- 
derstanding of the composer’s message. 


There will be dancing and a social 


time after the program and The Dramart 
Workshop invites the congregation and 
their friends. There is no admission fee 
but a collection will be taken. 


ALLIANCE CARD PARTY 

On Wednesday afternoon, June 18th, 
the Alliance women and their friends are 
invited to a card party at the home of 
Mrs. R. C. Gillis, 907 West 28th Street. 
The proceeds from this party will be ap- 
plied to the Carnival Fund. Tickets are 
50c. 

Will you please make your reservations 
for this party at the church office before 
Tuesday, June 17th? 


THE TELESCOPE 

On the Sunday evenings when there 
are no lectures in the auditorium, Mr. 
Wade increases the time of observation 
through the telescope, and commencing 
this Sunday evening and continuing 
through the summer, you may visit the 
observatory any time from seven-thirty 
until nine o’clock. 

Last summer Mr. Wade had a large 
number of visitors, some from distant 
places, and these, together with the ones 
who used the telescope throughout the 
year, number up into the hundreds. 

Mr. Wade is doing a great service for 
the church, and we take this method of 
expressing sincere appreciation. 
tizé 4 / S & #plLEme 
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for Star Island, the famous summer re- 
sort off the coast of Maine which is 
owned and operated by the Unitarians 
for their summer conferences. She will 
be there for the Young People’s Con- 
ference the week of July 5th and remain 
for the Church School Institute and the 
Woman’s Alliance Conference the suc- 
ceeding two weeks. The trip is being 
given her by the local Woman’s Alliance 
and the Student Committee of the Nat- 
ional Alliance. This is her first oppor- 
tunity for a visit in the east since com- 
ing to Los Angeles ten years ago. After 
the Star Island Conferences she will visit 
with her relatives, returning to Los An- 
geles the middle of August in time for 
the Big Pines camp for the Unitarian 
young people of Southern California. 


Mr. Backus will remain in the city dur- 
ing the summer and will be available if 
his services are needed. 


Mrs. Mary West, church secretary, 
leaves on Sunday, June 15th, to take a 
position for the summer at Asilomar, 
Calif., in the camp owned and operated 
by the national organization of the Y. W. 
C. A. The camp has accommodations 
for 400 young women and is occupied by 
a succession of groups in fashion similar 
to the Unitarian use of Star Island. Mrs. 
West will return to Los Angeles the mid- 
dle of August and resume her work with 
the church. 


LAST ALLIANCE LUNCH 


The last luncheon of the season will be 
served on Thursday, June 19th, at 12:30. 
Elaborate plans are being made to make 
this a long-to-be-remembered social af- 
fair, and all the women of the church are 
urged to be present. A most interesting 
program is arranged for the afternoon, 
one you will not want to miss. Please 
call the church office and make your res- 


ervation by Tuesday evening, June 17th. _ 


At eleven o’clock, preceding the lunch- 
eon, the Committee on International 
Work will meet and the subject for dis- — 
cussion will be “Sweden.” o. 
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